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OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION 
oJ Department of

< :<>n sc:n·at i< >n 

Ji• f'tl/lt/ ,lfcll('/1//i 

Nevt Zf?Land Government 

A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant

100472-OTH: NZSki Limited 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location

Proposed 40-year term concession (lease and licence and easement) to replace and realign the 
existing Shadow Basin passenger lift system and associated infrastructure at the Remarkables Ski 
Area within the Rastus Burn Recreation Reserve, Queenstown. 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-

Submitter's name (list 
organisational name if submitting 
on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

Email 

(Communication from DOC will be 
via email unless alternate contact 
requested) 

Alternate contact for ail Db"C

communication 

Phone/Mobile 

Postai Address and Post Code 

Garreth Hayman 

� I wish to keep my contact details confidential 
Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications. 

2 

Submission 7







Submission 8







Submission 9







Submission 10







Submission 11







Submission 12























Submission 13









Submission 14







Submission 15







Submission 16







Submission 17























Submission 18







Submission 19









Submission 20













Submission 21



















































Submission 22









Submission 23











 

 

 

Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu 

15 Show Place, Addington, Christchurch 8024 

PO Box 13-046, Christchurch, New Zealand 

Phone + 64 3 366 4344, 0800 KAI TAHU 

Email: info@ngaitahu.iwi.nz 

Website: www.ngaitahu.iwi.nz  

  

 

1 February 2023 

 
Director-General 
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai  
 

By email: dnsubmissions@doc.govt.nz 

Tēnā koe, 

NZSki Limited Remarkables Shadow Basin Concession Application  

Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu (Te Rūnanga) provides the following response to the concession application by 
NZSki Limited (NZSki), which was publicly notified by the Department of Conservation (the Department) 
under section 17SC of the Conservation Act 1987 (the Act). 

The concession application is for a lease, licence and easement to replace and realign the existing 
Shadow Basin passenger lift system and associated infrastructure within the Rastus Burn Recreation 
Reserve. The proposed term of the concession is 40 years. 

Te Rūnanga was disappointed to learn of this concession application from third parties instead of 
receiving direct engagement from the Department about it.  

Te Rūnanga has been engaging with the Department for some time in relation to its approach to issuing 
concessions within the Ngāi Tahu Tākiwa. Te Rūnanga remains concerned that the Department’s 
approach does not reflect its obligations under section 4 of the Conservation Act 1987 (section 4). 

Te Rūnanga has clearly and repeatedly conveyed its view on how the Department should interpret and 
apply section 4 in concessions management, as affirmed by the Supreme Court in its decision Ngāi Tai ki 
Tāmaki v Minister of Conservation [2018] NZSC 122 (the Ngai Tai decision).  We consider that the tenets 
from the Ngai Tai decision are the start-point and primary consideration for the Department’s approach 
to concessions. 

The Remarkables mountain range is an area of great significance to Ngāi Tahu. The Conservation Area is 
a tangible and intangible representation of Ngāi Tahu whakapapa with Ngā Puna Wai Karikari a 
Rākaihautū having been shaped by Rākaihautū, with the two mountain ranges of the Conservation Area, 
Kawarau and Tāpuae-o-Uenuku, also named after our tūpuna.  
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This whakapapa connection with the archaeological, written and oral records enables the exchange, 
expression and recognition of Ngāi Tahu mātauranga tuku iho. It provides an ongoing presence of the 
mana of Ngāi Tahu in its takiwā.  

The term of the proposed concessions is very lengthy - 40 years. A decision to grant the concessions to 
NZSki will, therefore, prevent Ngāi Tahu from connecting to, or benefiting from, that part of their tākiwa 
through the concession for several generations. NZSki has already had the benefit of these concessions 
for a significant period. The effect will be that Ngāi Tahu – who have already been prevented from 
connection with, or benefiting from, this area through the concession for decades – will be locked out 
for another generation. While an immediate active participation interest may not exist at this present 
point in time, this may not always be the case. 

Decisions being made now in relation to concessions, favouring the incumbent and failing to consider 
Ngāi Tahu interests in a section 4 compliant manner, will result in adverse intergenerational impacts for 
Ngāi Tahu whānui.  We have previously asserted our view that until a section 4 compliant process is 
applied, concessions in areas of significance such as the Remarkables should be granted on a limited 
basis. 

We also note that this term is far beyond what is generally permitted under section 17Z(3)(a)(c) of the 
Act. NZSki has explained in its application that the 40-year term is to recoup the cost of investing $15 
million on project. Te Rūnanga is not persuaded this is an exceptional reason.  

For the reasons outlined above Te Runanga do not support the granting of the proposed concession for 
a term of 40 years.   

Te Rūnanga does not wish to be heard in support of this submission.  

Nāhaku noa, nā 

Jacqui Caine 

Group Head – Strategy & Environment 

Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu 

 

Copy to: 

Henry Weston, Deputy Director-General heweston@doc.govt.nz 

mailto:heweston@doc.govt.nz
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