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Goals

• Quality data on sea lion tagging and resighting
• A transparent process, with high integrity
• Efficient, reliable and effective
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Three components

..1 Improve existing data capture process

..2 Establish a server in the hut

..3 Trial handheld field data capture
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Current process

• Entry of data in field notebooks
• Copied fromnotebooks into spreadsheets
• Spreadsheets uploaded into theNewZealand sea lion

demographic database
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Issues andopportunities

• Data entry is laborious
• Upload into the database isn’t happening until back on the

mainland, removing opportunity for validationwhile
memories are fresh

• Opportunities to include photographs, and notebook scans
alongside the sightings records

• Opportunities tomove to electronic data capture
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Principles

• Build on existing data collection protocol
• Clear separation of data entry (captures information from

the notebooks) and reconciliation (resolves any issues)
• Copies of source information (scanned or photographed

notebooks)
• All changes to the data are captured
• Documentation of process
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Before this field season(bymid-December)

• Refactor sightings data entry to reflect notebooks precisely
• One screen per day’s sightings by a single person at a single

location
• Metadata (start and end time, beach, person, other

information) entered once
• Addition of a sighting ‘id’ number (1, 2, 3, …) on each line in

the notebooks
• Include some autocomplete during data entry
• Allow scanned or photographed notebooks to be associated

with the entry screens
• Possibly allow for photographs to be associatedwith sightings
• Improvement of reconciliation information
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New records
Ability to add further information to the sightings

• Record #
• Notebook #
• Recorder
• Appt. tag colour
• Pup tag colour
• Pup tag number
• Comments
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Computer infrastructure

• Database is web-based
• Needs aweb-server
• Will set up database on aMac-mini
• Small computer providing backup andwireless functionality
• Test inWellington, switch on Enderby, and it will just work
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Field data entry

• Develop an electronic version of the notebook
• Run on an iPhone or similar, in a waterproof case
• Will remove the data entry step
• Fit with DOC’s broader data entry policies
• Aim to trial this season, with two devices going to the

Auckland Islands inmid-January
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