


weeks, and was mobilising his fat stores (hence the depleted blubber layers). He had inflammation in his intestinal 
tract (enteritis), which may also have contributed to his poor body condition. The adrenal changes are consistent 
with age, or with a period of stress.
Some of the changes present were recent, and probably occurred close to the time of death, including ingestion of 
sand, damage to some skeletal muscle fibres, a buildup of fluid in the lungs (pulmonary oedema) and the presence 
of bacteria in the lungs. One possible scenario that would fit this range of changes is that this dolphin live-stranded 
or died in shallow water, due to illness/weakness, and ingested and aspirated sandy water as a terminal event.
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