


Lung: Severe embolic/interstitial pneumonia, chronic-active
Kidney: Mild focal acute tubular necrosis and interstitial nephritis
Uterus: Mild chronic endometritis

Diagnosis
Shark predation with underlying pneumonia

Comments
The wounds on this dolphin were consistent with a shark attack. Determining whether wounds have occurred before 
death (predation) or after death (scavenging) is notoriously difficult, particularly in bodies that have been in water, 
and even more-so when the body has been frozen. Sometimes this can be clear-cut, if there is obvious haemorrhage 
or bruising associated with the wounds, but unfortunately this was not the case in this particular dolphin.
Histology showed severe, chronic (long-standing) pneumonia affecting the majority of the lung tissue. This severe 
lung disease would have impaired the dolphin's fitness and made it an easier target for a shark. While the post 
mortem could not confirm that the dolphin was alive at the time the shark bites were inflicted, we would expect the 
dolphin to have been thinner if it had died of pneumonia and then been scavenged. On this basis, the most likely 
diagnosis is shark predation, with underlying severe lung disease.
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