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Epidemiology

Growth and Development

Date MeasuredParameter Value Age GroupResult Description

Depth of Tail Notch .015 m Neonate10/01/2014

Dorsal Blubber Depth  mm Neonate10/01/2014

Eye to Blowhole Length  m Neonate10/01/2014

Eye to Corner of Mouth Length  m Neonate10/01/2014

Girth at Anus  m Neonate10/01/2014

Girth at Eye  m Neonate10/01/2014

Girth at Flippers  m Neonate10/01/2014

Girth at Navel  m Neonate10/01/2014

Height of Dorsal Fin .055 m Neonate10/01/2014

Lateral Blubber Depth  mm Neonate10/01/2014

Length of Base of Dorsal Fin .115 m Neonate10/01/2014

Length of Flipper .125 m Neonate10/01/2014

Length of Flukes .075 m Neonate10/01/2014

Snout to Anus Length  m Neonate10/01/2014

Snout to Corner of Mouth Length .095 m Neonate10/01/2014

Snout to Genital Slit Length  m Neonate10/01/2014

Snout to Origin of Dorsal Fin Length .31 m Neonate10/01/2014



Page 2

DIAGNOSIS
Open - extensive scavenging

ANIMAL HISTORY
Found dead on Blaketown Beach. Retrieved and frozen on 7 December.

GROSS PATHOLOGY
This dolphin calf was moderately well preserved but extensively scavenged. The only organs remaining 
were a very small piece of one kidney, half a lung lobe and a portion of the liver. All these tissues were 
friable due to freeze-thaw artefact therefore were not saved for histology. A small remnant of the vaginal 
vestibule also remained. 
The skin was extensively cracked and fissured. The dorsal fin was folded, there were no fetal whiskers or 
fetal folds, and no teeth were erupted (young neonate).
Only limited measurements could be made due to scavenging of the throat, abdomen and thorax.

Snout to Origin of Flipper Length .185 m Neonate10/01/2014

Total Length .63 m Neonate10/01/2014

Ventral Blubber Depth  mm Neonate10/01/2014

Width of Flipper .05 m Neonate10/01/2014

Width of Flukes .022 m Neonate10/01/2014

Weight 3.9 kg Neonate10/01/2014


