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New Zealand’s Marine Protected Area policy seeks to protect marine biodiversity by protecting representative examples of a full range
Key of marine habitats and ecosystems, including those that are internationally or nationally rare or distinctive. To achieve this, it IS
essential to have accurate biophysical habitat maps against which levels of protection can be assessed.

M eSSB.ge There Is a need for coordination between organisations and research institutes to highlight lesser-known existing data that can be used
for habitat mapping and coordinate future data collection in key areas to increase accuracy and coverage of marine habitat mapping.
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Utilised to inform SeaChange, the comprehensive marine

The project is a partnership between NIWA, Victoria University of [ : _ _ _ _
spatial planning programme in the Hauraki Gulf, Marine Park.

Wellington, DOC and LINZ.
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A multibeam survey of the area is
currently in progress by NIWA,
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of 50m, covering Kapiti Island
Marine Reserve and its
surroundings. The high resolution
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Kapiti Island mapping progress as at 19/06/15.
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Data will also be used by LINZ
to update nautical charts for the
next release.
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