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1. Title    
This is the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement Amendment 2025.  

2. Commencement 
This amendment to the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement comes into force on 
15 January 2026.  

3. Principal instrument  
This instrument amends the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010.   

4. Policy 6 amended (Activities in the coastal environment)  
(1) In policy 6(1)(a) replace “important to” with “which may be required for”. 

(2) In policy 6(1)(g): 

(i) replace “take into account” with “recognise”; 

(ii) add “current and” before “future generations”. 

(3) In policy 6(2)(a) add “current and” before “future generations”. 

(4) After clause 6(2) insert new clause 6(3): 

“(3) Where an activity is infrastructure, including renewable electricity generation or 
electricity transmission, an aquaculture activity, or extraction of minerals for the 
purpose of supporting infrastructure, (6)(1)(e), (2)(c) and (2)(d) above must be 
read to apply if the activity has a functional need or operational need to locate in 
the coastal marine area.” 

(5) Insert new clause 6(4): 

“(4) In this policy, ‘operational need’ and ‘functional need’ have the meanings set out 
in the National Planning Standards issued under section 58E of the Act.” 

 

5. Policy 8 amended (Aquaculture) 
(1) Replace Policy 8(b) with: 

“(b) taking account of the environmental (ecological, cultural, social and economic) 
benefits of aquaculture, including any available assessments of national and 
regional benefits;” 

(2) In Policy 8(c) replace “.” with “; and”. 

(3) Insert new Policy 8(d): 

“(d) providing for aquaculture activities within aquaculture settlement areas gazetted 
under section 12 of the Maori Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 
2004.” 
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Made at Wellington on 15 December 2025 
 

Hon Tama Potaka 
Minister of Conservation  
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This is secondary legislation issued under the authority of the Legislation Act 2019.  

Title  New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement Amendment 2025  

Principal or amendment  Amendment   

Consolidated version  No  

Empowering Act and 
provisions   

Resource Management Act 1991, sections 53(1) and 57(2)  

Replacement empowering Act 
and provisions   

n/a  

Maker name  Minister of Conservation 

Administering agency  Department of Conservation  

Date made  15 December 2025   

Publication date  18 December 2025  

Notification date  19 December 2025  

Commencement date  15 January 2026  

End date (when applicable)  n/a   

Consolidation as at date  n/a  

Related instruments  New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010 [as made] 

New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010 as amended 2025  

 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.govt.nz%2Fact%2Fpublic%2F2019%2F0058%2Flatest%2FDLM7298125.html%3Fsrc%3Dqs&data=05%7C02%7Ckanton%40doc.govt.nz%7C384f9f23ed8e42c7054c08de1cb2fc59%7Cf0cbb24fa2f6498fb5366eb9a13a357c%7C0%7C0%7C638979752551016190%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xb4luaYGcQM%2FkW7nifLvgB2FyBZLo9IKvsLA67BhiFY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1991/0069/latest/DLM230265.html
https://www.doc.govt.nz/documents/conservation/marine-and-coastal/coastal-management/nz-coastal-policy-statement-2010.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/documents/conservation/marine-and-coastal/coastal-management/nz-coastal-policy-statement-2010-amended-2025.pdf

