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3 Events, Announcements & Media Opportunities 

3.1 Tai Poutini - Western South Island – Virtual Event 10 September  

• Tai Poutini’s Regional Event that you were planning to attend before 
lockdown, will now be a virtual session, held on 10 September between 3 – 
5pm.  

• Participants will be collaborative parties whom we work with to achieve 
conservation outcomes, as well as invited members of the public.  

• We would love you to join the session, which will be approximately 50min in 
length.  

• Our team with be in touch with your office to provide a link and confirm a 
specific time. 

Contact:  
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4 Director-General Engagements 

No update this week. 
 

5 Appendices 

The Following appendices are provided to support the Status Report 
Appendix 1. Cabinet Paper Report 
Appendix 2. Forthcoming Items 
Appendix 3. Jobs for Nature Dashboard 
Appendix 4. DG Direct 
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3 Events, Announcements & Media Opportunities 

None this week. 

4 Director-General Engagements 

No update this week. 
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5 Appendices

The following appendices are provided to support the Status Report:
Appendix 1. Cabinet Paper Report 
Appendix 2. Jobs for Nature Dashboard 
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copy of the report. The DOC communications team can arrange media 
coverage with your office if you would like to announce this report.  

• Assessments of 135 known New Zealand reptile species are reported. This 
assessment includes 18 newly listed species. This report replaces all 
previous NZTCS assessments reports for reptiles.  

• Of the assessed species, 49 are Threatened, 67 are At Risk, five are Not 
Threatened and four are Data Deficient. Eight species are Non-resident 
Native – Vagrant, and one is Introduced and Naturalised.  

• The threat status of nine species has improved since last assessment in 
2015 because new knowledge provided a better and more optimistic 
understanding of the state of their populations. An example is the Burgan 
skink from central Otago, which was previously assessed as Threatened – 
Nationally Critical, and is assessed as Threatened – Nationally Endangered 
in this assessment. The Burgan skink had declined precipitously at the 
handful of known sites because of habitat degradation as livestock and 
drought damaged the damp low native shrublands it prefers. Surveys have 
found previously unknown healthy populations at higher altitudes. 
The threat status of ten species has worsened since 2015, due to their 
population declining.  
o Six species previously assessed as Not Threatened are assessed At 

Risk – Declining in this assessment. These species have experienced 
habitat loss following the 2016 Kaikōura earthquake, increased 
pressure from weeds and invasive predators (e.g. mice and vespulid 
wasps), and/or vegetation clearance from fire and changes in land use. 

o Two species had their status changed to Threatened – Nationally 
Critical. The category Threatened – Nationally Critical is the highest 
threat level and comprises species with a very small population (<250 
mature individuals) or a very high ongoing or predicted level of decline 
(>70%). 

o The Kupe skink, previously assessed as Threatened – Nationally 
Vulnerable has moved to Threatened – Nationally Critical. The status 
has changed as it was taxonomically split from the Hawkes Bay skink, 
which is now understood to be a separate species. The Kupe skink has 
less than 5 known subpopulations as well as being in worrying decline. 

o The other species which has moved to Threatened – Nationally Critical 
is the green skink which was previously assessed as At Risk – 
Declining. Again, taxonomic splitting supported by genetic study and the 
appearance of the different skinks has reduced the number of known 
populations. However, most importantly, extremely severe decline has 
been observed and it is possibly extinct in some parts of its range.  

o The two species which recently moved to Threatened – Nationally 
Critical do not have recovery programmes. Once this report is released, 
recovery programmes for these two species will be prioritised against 
other species work. 

• This information is of interest to anyone involved in the protection of reptile 
species. It is unlikely to result in issues being raised with you. 

• Assessments considered the increasing impacts of climate change in the 
future, which will increase pressures from invasive predators (particularly in 
the alpine zone) and increased coastal erosion. 

• The report raises concern about the decline of NZ reptiles. The Lizard 
Technical Advisory Group will be able to provide actions for emergency 
management (e.g. captivity, predator-proof fenced sanctuary).  

• The New Zealand Threat Classification System (NZTCS) is used to assess 
the conservation status of species in New Zealand. DOC administers the 
NZTCS on behalf of New Zealand and convenes expert panels from within 
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3 Events, Announcements & Media Opportunities 

None this week. 

4 Director-General Engagements 

October    

6 October Environment NGOs, via MS Teams 
14-15 October  NZ Conservation Authority Board meeting, Tauranga 
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5 Appendices 

The Following appendices are provided to support this Status Report 
Appendix 1. Cabinet Paper Report 
Appendix 2. D-G Direct  
Appendix 3. Jobs for Nature dashboard  
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4 Director-General Engagements 

October  
06 October Environment NGOs, via MS Teams 
07 October Public Service Leadership Team Retreat, Wellington 
14-15 Oct  NZCA meeting, Tauranga 

November 
08 November Lou Sanson – Farewell event, Banquet Hall Parliament 
18-19 Nov Public Service Leadership Team Retreat, Martinborough 
24 November Te hāpai hāpori/ Spirit of Service Awards , Dominion Museum Wellington 

December 
09-10 Dec NZCA Meeting, Wellington 
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5 Appendices

The following appendices are provided to support the Status Report:
Appendix 1. Cabinet Paper Report  
Appendix 2. Jobs for Nature dashboard 
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