
Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 A

ct



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 A

ct



Conservation group 7 VCS To inform of what is going to be done 
and risk information 

DOC office 9 VCS To inform of what is going to be done 
and risk information 

Schools 4 VCS To inform of what is going to be done 
and risk information 

Fish and Game councils 2 VCS Effect of proposed operations 
freshwater fishery/game bird values 

Hunting groups 7 VCS To inform of what is going to be done 
and risk information 

Local government 7 VCS To inform of what is going to be done 
and risk information 

Medical 5 VCS To inform of what is going to be done 
and risk information 

Police 4 VCS To inform of what is going to be done 
and risk information 

Recreation groups 3 VCS To inform of what is going to be done 
and risk information 
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Department of Conservation Te Papa Atawhai  
Waimakariri Area Office  
PO Box 349, Rangiora 7440,  
New Zealand  
www.doc.govt nz 
 

 
 
 
 
08 February 2019  
 
[Name and address] 
 
 
Tēnā koe [name]  
 
Arthur’s Pass National Park and Lake Sumner Forest Park Predator Control 
2019  
 
Following on from our telephone conversation, I am sending information regarding the 
Department of Conservation’s intention to aerially apply 1080 to control rodents in Arthurs’s 
Pass National Park and Lake Sumner Forest Park.  
 
This operation is being planned for May 2019 in response to a beech mast induced predator 
irruption, targeting rodents and mustelids. The proposed treatment area is 125,800 hectares, 
covering critically endangered orange-fronted kākāriki habitat as well as providing 
protection to a large area of roroa habitat. In addition, the scale of this predator control 
operation will benefit other threatened species in the area, such as kea, kākā, mohua, and 
rock wren/pīwauwau.  
 
I have included details of the operation, including, a map of the treatment area, proposed 
sowing rates and loading sites. As consultation progresses in the coming months, the 
treatment area will alter. The bait will be spread at a rate of 3kg/ha in the orange-fronted 
kākāriki valleys (approx. 30,000 hectares) and at a rate of 1.5kg/ha in the remaining areas 
(approx. 95,800 hectares). Predator numbers are monitored throughout the treatment area. 
Following the operation, the monitoring of predators will continue to ensure we understand 
the full effect of the predator c0ntrol operation within this area.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is any part of our plan that you would like to 
discuss. In any case, I will contact you again to let you know the confirmed treatment 
boundaries and the confirmed schedules for the prefeed and toxic bait applications.  
 
Ngā mihi mahana,  
 

Save Our Iconic Kiwi  
M:    E:  

s 9(2)(a)
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From: VCS Office  
Sent: Friday, 3 May 2019 11:20 AM 
Subject: Notification of aerial pest control operation - Arthurs Pass  
 
On behalf of the Department of Conservation, Vector Control Services wish to advise that the 
Arthurs Pass aerial pest control operation will commence  
in the first available weather window from the 8th May 2019.   
 
You will receive a 24 hour notification prior to bait application.  If you do not wish to receive 
notification please opt out by return email. 
 
If you have any queries please contact VCS on 0508 141 268 
 
Kind regards, 
Vector Control Services 
 

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 A

ct



                                                                            
 

ARTHURS PASS PREDATOR CONTROL OPERATION 
 
The Department of Conservation (DOC) intends to aerially apply cereal pellet baits containing sodium 
fluoroacetate (1080).  This predator control operation is being undertaken to protect the nationally critical 
orange-fronted kākāriki and the nationally vulnerable great spotted kiwi.  
 

Description of the area.  

The Arthurs Pass operational area is located between Arthurs Pass and Lake Sumner and is made of parts of 
Arthurs Pass National Park and, Lake Sumner and Otira-Kopara Forest Parks. It includes the headwater 
catchments of the Taramakau, Trent and Tutaekuri Rivers on the West Coast from near Aitkens and extends 
to the edges of Lakes Sumner and Mason in the northwest in the Hurunui River. The boundary then extends 
south eastward to include the Hurunui South Branch, North Esk, Poulter and Hawdon Rivers near Bealey 
Spur. 

It encompasses parts of, or all of, the Kaimata and Aicken Ranges on the West Coast and the Savannah, 
Poulter, Dampier, Polar and Crawford Ranges on the East Coast. 
 
Method of control 

Cereal baits containing the pesticide 1080 will be distributed by helicopter over the above area. The 1080 baits 
are cylindrical pellets approximately 2-3 cm long, cinnamonlured and dyed green. The 1080 operation will 
be preceded by an application of nontoxic prefeed baits. The nontoxic prefeed baits are 2 cm long and are 
not dyed. 
 
Warning signs will be placed at all normal entry points to the area and all huts within the area immediately 
prior to the 1080 operation. Always remember when in the area: 

 DO NOT touch bait  
 WATCH CHILDREN at all times 
 DO NOT eat animals from this area  
 DO NOT allow DOGS access to animal carcasses 

 
Observe these rules whenever you see warning signs placed at the public access ways in the above area. 
 
Please call the National Poisons Centre for details regarding sodium fluoroacetate (1080) – Ph. 0800 764 
766. 
 

Commencement Date 

Application of non-toxic pre-feed bait is followed by application of 1080 bait. Toxic bait application will 
take place on or after 8 May 2019.  The actual date of bait application will depend on the availability of 
periods of suitable weather. 
 
For further information contact Vector Control Services 03 768 9327 during business hours. 
A detailed map of the treatment area may be viewed at the Department of Conservation Rangiora office (8 am 
to 4.30 pm Monday to Friday) or viewed online: 
https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/pests-and-threats/methods-of-control/1080/ 
and 
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/pesticides/ 
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