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1. Introduction  

Precision Helicopters Ltd (PHL) is applying to the Department of Conservation for a Concession to authorise 

the use of up to 6 sites for helicopter landings in association with tourist flights. The proposed landing sites 

are:  

 Miserable Ridge  

 Mount Beaumont  

 Remarkable Peak  

 Whataroa Glacier  

 Prices Flat  

 Mount Greenland  

Additional details around the proposed frequency and use of these sites is provided within application 

documents.  

PHL hold existing concessions that allows the landing of aircraft to support recreational activities including 

tramping, mountaineering, kayaking and hunting. This concession focuses on tourism related activities.  

This document seeks to supplement the information provided within the Department of Conservation’s 

‘Application for Aircraft Activities – Concession Application Form 5a’.  

The applicant has met and discussed this application with Department of Conservation staff, the 

information from these discussions have guided the development of this document.  
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2. Activity Description  

Authorisation is sought for aircraft landings at the sites identified in Table One below:  

Table One: Aircraft Landing Sites – PHL Concession Application  

 

These landing sites are shown on the maps attached to this application as Annexure One.  

The application does not propose to land at all of the above sites for the frequency outlined each day of 

operation. The maximum per day and year outlines the maximum use of the site. Operational factors 

including type of passenger and weather will govern the use of each site.  

The applicant will also continually assess the suitability of each site in relation to the presence of members 

of the public, ongoing use and weather on each trip.  

  

Landing Site Name Conservation Area NZTM Coordinates

maximum per 

day 

maxiumum per 

year

Miserable Ridge Totara - Mikonui Forests

5235685.9 N

1434610.5 E 3 150

Mount Beaumont Wanganui / Otira Catchments

5226180.6 N	

1431831.2 E 5 300

Remarkable Peak Wanganui / Otira Catchments

5230282.0 N

1431661.0 E 3 300

Whataroa Glacier  Waitangi Forest

5191753.0 N

1399398.0 E 3 300

Prices Flat Wanganui / Otira Catchments

5225476.9 N

1438039.3 E 6 100

Mount Greenland Upper Totara Ecological Area

5242431.0 N

1422382.0 E 4 100

Regular Landings ( 3 or more landings 

per day and/or 21 or more landings 

per year)

Precision Helicopters Ltd - Aircraft Activity Concession Application 
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3. Statutory Document Assessment  

The West Coast Conservation Management Strategy 2010 – 2020 is the relevant statutory planning 

document associated with this application.  

Chapter 3 sets out the management and objectives and policies for the Strategy, Table Two below 

identifies those relevant to this application:  

Table Two: West Coast CMS – Relevant Objectives and Policies  

Chapter  Objectives  Policies Comments  

3.1 – Working in 
Partnership with 
tangata whenua  

3.1.2.1:  1.  3.1.2.1: 1 – 6  The applicant has consulted with and has 
support for the proposed activity from Te 
Runanga O Ngati Waewae  

3.5 – Authorised uses 
of public conservation 
lands  

1 – 5  1 – 6, 8.  The Conservation Act allows for 
numerous uses of conservation land, 
including commercial tourism, provided 
that adverse effects on the environment, 
authorises uses of the land and 
recreational activities are protected 
against.  
 
This application addresses the actual and 
potential adverse effects of the proposed 
activity and where necessary provides for 
conditions or procedures that will avoid 
or mitigate these effects.  
 
The application is considered to be 
consistent with these objectives and 
policies.  

3.6 – Peoples benefit 
and enjoyment  

1, 2  1 – 5, 7, 8, 10, 
11  

This section recognises that tourism uses 
are allowed via the granting of 
concessions for recreational activities.  
 
An important consideration is allowing 
people of different abilities to experience 
conservation land. This application will 
provide allow for this.  
 
The activity is located within the Hokitika 
Place.  
 
This section outlines the Department’s 
Recreational Opportunities Spectrum 
(ROS) as the basis for determining 
‘recreation outcomes’  
 
The information contained in Section 3.1 
provide an additional assessment of this 
issue.    

3.6.4.2 – Recreation 
and tourism activities  

1  1 c) – e), 2, 6, 
8  

Part 3.6.4.2 imposes specific conditions 
on aircraft activities.  
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This application will meet the criteria for 
‘regular’ landings.  
 
The information provided in Section 3.1 
and the Assessment of Environmental 
Effects will demonstrate that the 
proposed activity is consistent with these 
objectives and policies.  

 

3.1. Desired Outcomes  

Chapter 4 of the West Coast Conservation Management Strategy outlines  

 Desired outcome for the conservancy  

 Desired outcomes for each ‘Place’ identified in the document.  

Should the direction of the CMS be followed.  

Overall the conservancy has sought to have management focus on:  

o Identification, conservation, protection and restoration of natural, historical and cultural 

heritage values; and  

o Provision for appropriate recreation, use and enjoyment of public conservation lands.  

In order to appropriately assess the desired outcomes as listed in Chapter 4, the Place must first be 

defined. This application covers the Hokitika Place and Te Wahi Pounamu Place. The following 

information will outline the desired outcomes for these locations.  

3.1.1. Hokitika Place  
The following landing sites that are subject to this application are located within the Hokitika Place:  

o Miserable Ridge  

o Mount Beaumont  

o Remarkable Peak  

o Prices Flat  

o Mount Greenland  

The Hokitika Place is further broken down into ‘Recreation Outcome Zones’.  

These landing sites are located within the ‘Backcountry – Remote Zone’. This zone is explained in detail in 

Part 3.6.1.4 of the West Coast Conservation Management Strategy.  

This section contains the following objectives that are relevant to this application:  

(2)  To enable people to access extensive natural settings where:  

(b)  groups of recreational users a generally small and encounters with other groups 

are infrequent (except on a limited number of high use tracks and rivers).  

The following policies are considered relevant to this application:  
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(1)  The backcountry-remote zone should be managed to meet the desired outcomes 

described in Part 4 of this CMS and in any relevant management plans, providing 

facilities and services that cater principally for the needs, interests and abilities of most 

backcountry comfort seekers and backcountry adventurers.  

(2)  Concessionaire operations should be consistent with the objectives for the backcountry-

remote zone, which include small to moderate group sizes and a moderate degree of risk.  

(7)  Regular aircraft landings may be authorised. The number and frequency of landings 

should be considered on a case by case basis.  

(10)  Where practicable, the aircraft landing sites available to each concessionaire will be 

specified in the concession conditions.  

Desired Outcome for Hokitika Place  

Key outcomes are set out under the following topics:  

o Arthurs Pass National Park in 2020  

o Geodiversity, landforms and landscapes in 2020  

o Indigenous biodiversity  

o Human History  

o Peoples benefit and enjoyment in 2020  

The key topic for this application is ‘Peoples benefit and enjoyment in 2020’ and is set out in Part 4.2.6.7 

of the WC-CMS.  

It is recognised that the Hokitika Backcountry is viewed as New Zealand’s backcountry adventurer capital 

due to the comprehensive network of backcountry huts, routes and tracks.  

Concessions for regular aircraft landings within this zone are considered within this zone and may be 

granted where adverse effects on conservation values, recreational users, remote or wilderness values 

can be avoided or otherwise minimised.  

Regular landings have been determined as able to occur for the purpose of scenic landings.  

The proposed activity is consistent with the desired outcomes for the Hokitika Place as outlined in the 

WC-CMS.   

3.1.2. Te Wahi Pounamu Place  
The Whataroa Glacier landing site is located within the Te Wahi Pounamu Place.  

This Place is again broken down into ‘Recreation Outcome Zones’ similar to the Hokitika Place that has 

been described previously.  

The Whataroa Glacier site is located within the Backcountry-Remote Zone.  

The objectives and policies governing this area are the same as outlined in Section 3.1.1 of this document 

so will not be repeated here.  
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Desired Outcomes for Te Wahi Pounamu Place  

Part 4.2.7.10 of the WC-CMS sets out the desired outcomes for the Te Wahi Pounamu Place.  

The relevant aspects of these outcomes to this proposed activity relate to the management of aircraft 

landings.  

It is recognised that concessions for regular aircraft landings in the Backcountry – Remote Zone may be 

granted where adverse effects on conservation values, recreational users, remote or wilderness values 

can be avoided or otherwise minimised. It is further recognised that regular landings can occur for scenic 

purposes (including scenic snow landings) which is directly relevant to this application.  

The proposed activity is consistent with the desired outcomes for the Hokitika Place as outlined in the 

WC-CMS.   

 


