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Jim Tamblin with aFpnme Rainbow Hen
The tnnovation II fly rod uses state of the art technology, with high modulus blanks
that have been tried and proven to suit the Kiwi style of fishing on our rivers and
lakes. One thing has never changed: a dedication to making not just the best
performing fly fishing rods in the world, but the most beautiful rods a 3
fly fisher can own, and still handcrafted here in New Zealand- o«

_NZ MADE

With more than 75 years of award-winning history,
you can be confident that a Kilwell product
purchased today will be supported for a
lifetime of use and enjoyment.

INNQVATION I
Models available:

9055
9°, 5 Pce, Line #5

9064
9’, 4 Pce, Line #6

Scientific

@ Anglers

3M’s revolutionary Microreplication
technology into our ultimate fly line.
With precise repeating structures that
mimic natural surfaces.

SHARKSKIN GIVES YOU
THE BEST OF NATURE AND SCIENCE.

9073
9', 3 Pce, line #7

9083
9, 3 Pce, Line #8

KILWELL

GENESIS I

1 ARGE ARBOR FLY REEL
Features an aluminium die cast frame &
spool, one way disc drag with smooth
teflon washers, skeletonised frame for lighter
weight, a large arbor to reduce line loop-
Easy conversion from right to left hand operation. . Spare spools available.

Offered in 2 sizes; #5/6 & #7/8. F l S H I NG SHOGTING
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Fishery Foreword

WELCOME TO TARGET YAUPO

iming is cverything” is one of my favourite sayings and so it was when |

commenced my rolc as manager of the Taupo Fishery ‘laking over from the

inimitable John Gibbs was always going to be a tough ask, however the task
was certainly made easicr for me by the timely improvement in the state of our great
Taupo Fishery
There has been a definite and very welcome improvement in the overall condition
of trout caught on the lake during summer and this trend has continued into autumn
with some very good {sh taken on the lake and at river mouths To cstablish my
credentials I have been, for many years, a keen ‘after dark’ angler at the Waiotaka and
Waimarino River mouths and have caught bigger, better conditioned fish there this
autumn than I can previously recall,
Glenn Maclean’s article “Bigger and Better™ in this issue makes it very clear the roles
whijch phytoplankton and smelt play in the natural cycle affeciing productivity of the
Taupo Fishery. It is after all a truly wild fishery and with this there needs to be an
acceptance of the impacts of the vadiability of nature
Another exciting development fer the Fishery this yvear has becen the beginning of
construction for the fieshwater aquarium at the Tongariro National Trout Centre,
Dcsigned to display native fish specics and examples of pest tish this aquarium will,
when completed tater this year, undoubtedly be a valuable addition to the already
popular and natueal TNTC experience. It will also add tremendous new tourism to
the locul cconomy and provide us with an innovative new way te reinforce the vajue
of protecting our freshwater resources and compliment the success of the 2o for
Tomorrew education programme,

An wnfortunate highlight of the ycar has been some high profile poaching incidents and
this bangs into focus one of the more demanding tasks undertaken by fisheries staf!,
which is compliance and law enforcement. Unfottunately this work is necessary because
not «ll people using the fishery are prepitzed to do so legally All offences against the
Taupo Sports Fishery Regulations and the Conscrvation Act are treated seriously by the
Department and in particular those which have the potential te have a serious impact on
the sustainability of the fishery such as taking of spawning fish. The Department relies
heavily on receiving information in a timely fishion from anglers who observe this type
of activity both dudng the day and after dark and I encoutage you to continue to use our
duty phone number panted on the bottom of your licence to relay information to us

With some experienced staff lcaving rccently we are pleased ta welcome new
members of the team in particular Ray Packer and Heath Cairns. This has beena time
of change for the Fishery and this change will be ongoing with the recentannounce
mentof some structural changes to the fishery office.

The trend within the Department in recent years has been towards the creation of
larger Areas and Conscrvancics so locally we will see the structural change in the
merger of the current Taupo Fishery and Turangi-T:impo Area offices. The combined
Arca will be managed by a tecam of six Programme Managers reporting to one Area
Managee This change will provide for cost savings which will enable return in the
form of bauter services to anglers and you can be assured that there will be no difter-
cnce in terms of the quality of the Department’s management of the Fishery

Speaking of anglers, a draft of the new Taupo Sports Fishery Management Plan is
currently being prepared and this will be released for public comment during July It
provides the best opportunity fer you as anglers to have inputinto the fiture manage
ment of our very special sports fishcry Some aspects of the management plan have
been discussed in John Webb's article “Moulding the Management Plan” so be sure
to rake the advantage of the opportunity to have your say W really look forward to
receiving your submissions but in the meantime get out there and ¢cnjey what looks like
a very promising season. [ know I will,
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Moulding

the Management Plan

heTaupo FishcryArea is currently

undertakingarcviewofthe Taupo

Sports Fishery Management
Plan CI'SFMP). Undcr the Conservation
Act 1987, one of the legislated require
ments is to produce 1 management plin
that captures the management aspira-
tions of the Department, anglers and
other stakeholders for the next decade.
In simple terms it dctermines how we
shall manage the fishery in the interests
of Taupo anglers - what we will do and
cqually what we won't do. It also needs
to incorporate the desired flexibility
to ¢opc with changing circumstances.

The content of the TSFMP is therefore of
some importance as itguides the actions
of the Department for the ensuing 10
ycars, which in the modern context is
quite a substantial timeframe.

‘Fhe TSFMP requires approval by the
WMinister of Conscrvation and the first
management plan was approvedin 1995.
Although many of the desirable corc
outcomesofthe fishery have not altered
since then, thcse are changing timcs.
Shifts in the vision and strategic dirce
tion of the Department, the dynamic
nature of the fishery itself and the sport
of angling in recent ycars have given rise




to a different focus for some aspects of
the plan. It has also raised some impor-
tant qucestions about how it should best
be moulded to mceet the current needs
of the £ shery:.

Some ideas have already surfaced during
the preliminary stages of the review
and discussing thesc here will hopefully
provide food firr thought, provoking
debate and discussion about the Taupo
fishery and its future. The first of these
is gaining increased participation in
the tishery It is no sccret that there is
an older demographic using the fishcry
and recruiting people into it is a chal
lenge that is becoming harder. A dccline
of participation in the Taupo fshcry
has a number of implications, not the
least of which is that management is
funded by license sales.The reasons for a
decline are many and varied but include
the influence of changing technologies,
compctition from new activities, less
“handing down” of fishing knowledge
through the generations and urban shifi.
If we are scrious about the long term
future of the Taupo fishery, indeed the
wonderful sport of angling, thcn we just
have to get more people involved, it is
that simple - but how? We beiicve that
the management plan should provide
impetus for the recruitment of non-uscrs
and particularly children to the sport. In
some regards we are already doing this
by making children's licences aflordable
and supporting education programmes
at the Tongaciro National Trout Centre.
But there are other ways that need
exploring more fully Engaging people is
perhaps best achieved through rigorous
promotion and marketing of the fshery,
easing some parts of the fishery regula
tions to make trout casicr to catch for
children and encouraging familics to get
more involved. Bt how lar should we
g0? We know perhaps the single most
important key to hooking a child on
fishing is that they have ready success.
Should that mean allowing bait fishing
[or children in some circumstances?

Aderivative of this is perhaps that fishery
management should more actively
participate in tourism and commercial
interests rcliant on its ¢xistence. The
f.shery has a huge recreational, social
and econoniic influence nationally but
particularly on Lake Taupo communi
ties - easily being one of the biggest
contributors to the region. It is csti-
mated to be worth somecwhere in the
vicinity of $90m annually to the local
and national economies Interestingly,
most of this economic contribution
comes from visitors.As theTaupo fishery
is primarily visitor based, engaging more
New Zcalanders and international visi-
tors with the fishery would seem to be
a desirable goal. Indced, it seems almost
inevitable that it will become an impor
tant part of the fishcry management
ethos in the future.The necd to involve
and integrate tourism [ocussed organi
sations as well as the community in
general is a real one.

“To now change tack completely.another
aspect of fishery managemcnt that
always raises questions with a number
of interested parties is managing the
Taupo fishery as a wild fishery There
is no doubt that from a biological point
of view the broad and healthy gene
pool afforded by maintaining Taupo
as a wild fishery is very desitable and
should continue. However, if we try and
manipulate the fishery is that consis
tent with a wild fishery? For example,
research may wecll confirm that genctics
are an important influcnce atfecting the
timing of spawning runs. In c¢sscnce
some fish are genetically coded to run
early, some late. Is it therefore feasible
to isolat¢ fish with a genetic predispo-
sition to spawning early and artificially
raise or protect this part of the populs
tion in a bid to rebuild the autumn and
early winter runs? There appears to be
something very rewarding about landing
fie silver maiden fish while the autumn
leaves are falling; and certainly that is
still when many anglers want to use the




Reenuiting young peaple into
the fishery like Joo

and Gabe Thackbien @ of
greatimporance.
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fishery So perhaps boistering the early
runs would be of direct benefit to the
fishery and anglers alike as well as the
local community However, to achieve
this will come a1 a cost in the short term.
Almost by definition. il we are to signifi-
cantly increase the number of early run
fish surviving ro spawn, it has to come at
the cost of angling opportunity In other
words, if the measures taken don't signif
icantly restrict anglers killing these fish
then it is unlikely ro achieve much. But
how much cost are anglers prepared to
shoulder fir a potensial long term giin?
For example, would you accept only
being able to catch and release on the
rivers between April and July and have
restrictions on the lake as well?

All of this is highly reliant on under-
standing the ecosystem of Lake Taupo
and its tributaries more fully In the past
we took the view that other agencies
were {funded to investigate and monitor
the wider aspects of the water quality
and ecology of Like Taupo and so we
concentcated on the trout populations.
lLlowever, as the recent downturn in
the fshery highlighted we just have to
better understand the wider processes
going on and in particular the dynamics
of the smelt population as the predomi-
nant food of Taupo trout.To this end our
own reseiarch needs to be wider but
we also need e take a leading role in
bringing the research efforts of ail the
agencies and groups involved in Lake
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Mureay Newbold wedines
the Trutingt-Tipo. ln
cssence it is naglers that
hase wanould the
management plan
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Taupo together to achieve a planned and
integrated approach which maximises
the returns from research

There are more narrowly focussed but
equally important questions to address
in the fishery too. One of these is what to
do with the Iake Otamangakau fishery
Underthe previous management plan the
Lake O fishery was managed feor its rophy
status but the dynamics of this fshery
have changed dramatically inrecent years
Although there are many more fish to be
caught at Lake Otamangakau they ace
now smallez The big trophies of yester
vear are becoming harder and harder to
fnd. Therefore should Lake O continue
to be managed as a trophy fishery or
not? What do the users of this fishery
feel is the best option? Through our trap-
ping programme we have a much better
understanding of how the Lake O fishery
functions and if anglers are serious about
atrophy fishery we would need to reduce
fish numbers significantly

This article has only touched on a
few of the issues that you have strong
views on. It has highlighted some of the
strategic thinking with regard to the
Taupo fishery. There is undoubtedly a

great deal more opinion out there. The
basic process from here for the devel
opment of the fnal ‘FSEMP is to under
take widespread internal and external
consultation on a draft plan; a process
which might already be underway when
this goes to print. Pact of the consuita
tion will be the release of a discussion
document that develops on the key ques-
tions raised in this article and elsewhere
concerning important issues affecting
the fisheryAs part of this we will mail it
to all anglers on our ‘larget Taupo data-
base for 2010/11. So if you are keen ro
make vour views known please send us
your contact details as outlined on page
28, and let the debate begin.

At the end of the day the Taupo fishery
is managed by the Department of
Conservation ferTaupo anglers. Itis your
fishery This is why it is so important
that anglers and other interested parties
engage in the discussion, debate and ulei
mately help ©© mouid the management
plan. During the consultation processes
there will be am pie opportumity to have
your say se mike sure you do.




By Glenn Maclean
Gienn is the Yechaicat
Suppert Maaager

ToP:This year we are Starting
(@ see the sore of fish we
typica.ly associare with Trupo
like this fine Rainbow maiden
taken on 13 June

Pboto by join Webd

Bigger & Better

fter several years in the
doldrums the size and quality

f Taupo trout is rebounding

In the spawning cun this winter we are
starting to see the sort of fish we typi-
cally associate with ‘Taupo, not before

time I’m sure we would all agree

‘The downtum in the fishery was bought
about by the lake not fully mixeng in the
winter of 2005.The subscquent lack of

nuttienss in the surface waters impacted
severely on the food chain, ultimatcly
causing huge starvation and morctality
in the smelt population Without a rcady
supply of smelt which is the predomt
nantfood for rainbowtroutinlake Taupo
the trout in turn struggled. This reduced
their survival and for those that did, the
steuggle for sufficient food was reflected
in their poor condition and small size
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Geeagfish have been showing
. up aL river mouths 100,
f;g GrahamHamilien with

“raqother Primc rainbovy from
the'l'engasico Delta
Phota ¥y futie Croaves

Subsequently the lake has mixed every
winter. the cffect on the ecosystem
productivity much like fertilising your
laswa gich spring. Hiowever theimprove
meqttin eonditions has taken time
to work its way through the various
trophic layers. For example the smelt
population can’t recover until their food
(zooplankton) rccovers which in turn
requires the little plants (phytoplankton)
to rebound.

The net effect was the spawning runs
last winter which reflected a low point

in the rainbow Gshery in Lake Taupo.

These runs comprised fish that had
spent their whole lifecycle subject to
the tough conditions. It's a key point
that we often overlook - the spawning
runs reflect what trout have been

subjecttoover their whole life,not just
the last few months. While we wete
aware conditions were improvingin the
lake last ycat the survival and growth of
fish had alrcady becn determined previ-
ously.

This was reflected in the Waipa trap run
which was the lowest recorded since
trapping began in 1998, The estimated
run is likely to be a slight underestimate
duc to not putting the ttap in until May
2009 and no adjustment being made for
any fish missed during a flood in carly
December Nevertheless it is unlikely to
be as large as the estimated tun in 2008,
the previous smallest run recorded.
Interestingly the brown trout run was
also the lowest recorcled despite the very
high praofile this f shery has reccived over



Figure £: Extimaced
spawning run through the
Waripy £rap tor siinbow and
Broan trout 1998 10 2009

the last couple of years. This suggests
anglers’ recent success is duc more to
refinements in angling techniques and
the sharing of this knowledge, perhaps
aided by the bumper cicada year in
2009 an_q‘mc-,afi'giing opportunities tixs
presented, rather than any increase in
brown trout numbers.

[n keeping with the low run total, the
rainbow trout trapped averaged 470mm
and 1.2kg, the lowcst average recorded
over the 12 years of trapping and consid-
eiably smaller than the long term average
of 520mm and 1.7kg In other words they
were about a pound smaller Howcever
the average condition factor of 42.1 is
consistent with the long term average and
higher than the previous three years, the
tiest indication of the impreving feeding
conditionsThe brown trout were signifi-
cantly larger aveiaging 2.4kg and with a
condlition factor of 45.Al in all very nice
fish but again slightly smallcr than the
long term average.

Moving inte summer we measured an
estimated average catch rate of 0.25 fsh
per hour out on the lake, or 1 legal sized

fish for cvery 4 hours of fishing This is
consistent with most years,however the
slightly unusual fcature was that jigging
mirrored the average.catch rite whereas
normally we would cxpect jigging to be
much more successful. This reflccted an
unusual pattern that was evident this
summer in that the tout did not appear
10 concentirate arovind the thermocline
(taansition between the warm surface
waters and cool bottom waters) in late
summerand autumnasthey normally do.
Ty:picallyanglers who target this zone by
jigging do very well due to there being a
farge number of trout concentrated in a
relatively small area. lowever when the
trout are more spread out then jigging
becomes relatively less effective simply
because the angler is not covering much
water and therefore not getting their
lures in front of verymany trout.

The fish kept by anglers averaged
455mm and 1.06kg which is similar
to the previous season. It's difficult to
take too much from the average size as
much of the catch compriscs immature
trout, many of which won't rcach full
size until late this wintco More impor

Estimated run
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tantly though nearly 4€0% of the fish
had a condition firctor of €2 or more
compared to a quarter of the fish over
2008/09. The ongoing improvement in
condition is not surprising givena very
evident recovery in the smell stocks
last summer, perhaps best evidenced
by the many trout caught by anglers
that were full of smelt. Trout in very
good condition, as many of them are,
can't help but grow.

Consistent with this over recent
months some very nice fish have been
showing up in the lake and around
the river mouths.These fish of 500 to
520mm long are what in past years
we associate with fishing at Taupo.
However these fish by and large were

notthefishwe wereseeingin the rivgrb‘:

until very recently For sometimenow
a few anglersand us as man'{ge'r's have
wondered whether many of the eacly
run fisharein fnef‘;ZSMcgthsh either
spending their whole life cycle in the
lower. Tongariro or ne ver returning to
the lake after their first spawning, It's

/.r"‘- speculation to a large degree though

there is no doubt that the fish that are
now in the Hinemaiaia, Tauranga Taupo
and Waimarino in particular are Quite
different,albeit that theyare similar to
whakis being caught in the lake.

We may be able to investigate this
idea more rigorously in the future by
using isbtopie analysis.a technique we
are currently trialling. In very simple
terms cach organism has a specific
and recognizable isotopic signature
- when trout feed on these organisms
they too.display the signature. Different
organscetain the signature for different
periods of titne allowing us to look at
the diet of the troul weeks or months
previously.Therefore we would expect
trout feeding on insects in the river to
have a signature quite different to trout
which have spent the previous months
in the lake feeding on smelt.In this way
we may be able to determine where
they have been living.

So all in all the winter fishing is shaping
up ro be much better than in recent
seasons.As | complete this on the 8th
June the rivers are in flood, the third
time in recent weeks they have disco
loured. Typically over the last decade
May and June have been very dry and
settled but not this year. If the unset
tled conditions coutinue, this can be
expected to encourage both regular
runs into the rivers but also to keep
the runs moving through therivér®ur
various tracking studies highlight that
the early run fish are very-ififluenced
by the conditions —under low settled
flows (hey//gimﬁfy stay put in a partic-
ular poel and with the continual distur
})ance fcom anglers progressively tuck
themselves under the banks and in
the deep holes out of reach.It's prob
ably no coincidence that most popular
pools under these conditions such as
the Bridge Pool on the Tongariro, are
good holding pools but also ones in
which the fish cannot-escape the casts
of anglers from one bank or the othet
Howe ver with rough weather the trout
are stimulated ro move upstream into
a new pool and again become vulner
able, at least for a few days until the
disturbance and all the glo-bugs going
pastagain has an effect.

By conltrastlatein the season the urge to
spawn is getling more pressing and the
need to gel to the reddls causes the trout
to min much more independent of the
weather. Similarly late in the season we
have @ish running into our fish traps at
any lime of the day whereas early in the
wintler most movement isin the dark.

Perhaps this winter will be about
hunkering down against a biling cold
southerly as the showers whip past, all
the time enjoying the scream of the reel
as another prime Taupo rainbow takes
hold. Now that would be nice after the
last couple of years.
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By Callwin Bourke
C:llum js: 21 Ranger in our
{ield ypeations woik

Zoy: Ranger Haeey Tamilton
sueveys the new toick on the
Waitahaiuj River

Pboto by-Caltium Benrku
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ith winter fitst approaching,

fishery staff have been busy

undertaking a range of proj-
ccts in prepanition for the river fishing
season.Anglers from areund the country
and indced the world descend upon
Taupo imd Tutangi to fish our famous
rivers sO maintaining suitable access is
an important aspecet of our work, espe-
cially at this timc of the ycar when the
rivers are heavily fished. So over the past
couplcofmonth’stracks on theTongariro,
Waiotak:t, Waitahanui. Tauranga-Taupo,
Hinemaiaia and Waimarino Rivers have
been“opencd up” 1o allow keen anglers
10 access their favourite fishing spots In
past years we have used contrictors to
undcrtake a lot of this work butthis year
with more staff resources available we

ot i e

So What’s Been Happening Then?

! \NCEESE 7

decided to do it outsclves.

On theTongariro River,onesmallsection
of track hecading to the Poutu Pool,
accessed from the main track upstrcam
of the Red Hut swing bridgc, has been
re-routed as this scction has been
conlng under increasing pressure from
flood crosion. After crossing the by-pass,
the new track swings approximately
20 mctres inland from the old onc and
meanders through an impressive stand
ofTotara trees.

last season, the fishery team with help
from the Wait:shanui Anglers Im provement
Association and the DOC Turangi -Taupe
tracks team re-surfaced sections of (he
Waitahanui anglers track a short distance
upstream of the State Highway BiidgeThis
scction had become badly damaged from




New vebicle barfiess and
eeack work have been
aceded on the Hinemvitiaia
River in light of the aew
svineechmit

Phote by Caltrm Borirke

flooding and was in need of repair.A small
boardwalk has since been constructed
and we are planning to continue re
surfacing these lower tracks with pumice
in the near {uture to allow for ¢asicr access
to some popular pools.

It is going to be an exciting season for
anglers on the Hinemaiaia River now
that the winter limit has been moved
2.75 kilometres upstream of the old limit
at the SHI bridge-i'he new winter limit
is in the vicinity of the Cliff Pool. A sign
has been erected on the track upstream
of the CI{T Pool and also on th¢ aceess
road heading up to the Hin¢maiain HB
<lam to inforn anglers on the location of
the new limit. f'm sureanglers are going
to thoroughly enjoy having more water
to fish during the peak spawning season-
Like many anglers I am looking ferward
to taking advantage of this increased
angling opportunity.

The Tauranga-laupo River angler access
track is another track that has been in
necd of repairlike all rivers it is dynamic
and prone to flood c¢rosion so we regu-
larly reroute scctions that have been
washed-out or under-cut especially in the
lower section below Maniapotos Pool.
Several old willows have fallen over the
track recently so we have to deal with

these obstacles also. It was great to see
BOC Taupo Field Centre staff helping
us out with this one. Also it is impor
tant to mention that if you plan to fish
the Tauranga-Taupo River please use the
angler access tiack that runs the majority
of the way up the true left bank of the T
to the winter fishing limit at the Rangers
Pool.The track is marked by poles with
a blue cap Walking through the pincs is
prohibited as this is private Imd.
Another regular task that was recently
undertaken again was the clearunce of
Musk weed from theWhangamata Stream
in Kinloch- Without regular spraying
and raking the Musk weed chokes the
stream and inhibits fish passage to the
upper reaches. Now that this has been
cleared we have heard reports of good
runs of fish starting to nrigrate into the
stream to spawn,

Last season we undcrtook a major vegeta-
tion clearance operation on the Mapara
Stream east of Kinloch. The Mapara was
covered in weeds such as blackberry
and had a numbcr of large {allen pine
trees across it that were inhibiting fish
passage. Now that the hard work has
been done weintend te keep the black
berry at bay and have started trimming

back the new season’s growth-Although




The new Jish passau the
Omuri Stream cohvert will
Telp 1he £ish to reach their
spawning geounds

Proto by: Calinm Bourkee

Ranger Callum Buiicke deats
Lo Yot another leg jam in the
Waiotaka gorge.

Photo by Julic Greaves

only a small, streams like Whangamata
and the Mapara conwiins some good
spawning habitat and they are two of
only 4 few streams entering the northern
end of the lake.

In late February this year a ftish pass
was installed by contrzuctors (on behalf
of the Taupo District Council) at the
downstream end of the Omori Stream
culvert. Last season it became apparent
that due to undermining of the culvert
fish were having difficulty making
their way upstream to Lheir spawning
grounds and were becoming increas:

ingly vulneruble. The Omori Stream is
an important spawning tributary and
is closed to angling all ycar round.
The Omori mouth is highly valued by
anglers for its runs of “trophy” fish, in
particular Browns and it is a popular
night spot, targeting these fish befere
they move into the stream. With the
construction of this tish pass we hope
that it will encourage them to move
treely through the culvert and-we will
cominue to monilor its effectiveness.
Earlier this year the fishery team with
the hulp of abseiling instructor Terry
Blumhardt cleared yct another obstacle
in the Waiotaka gorge located within
the Tongariro-Rangipo prison. Like the
Whitikau “grotto” it is a narrow ignim-
brite gorge thalt is prone to blockages.
Above the gorge is superb spawning
habitat so it is important that we regu-
larly monitor this section and maintain
access. This time, our task was to abseil
down into the gorge and clear a small
log jam that hal the potential to cause
problems formigrating fish. We also had
L0 remove some Iuréc rocks that were
inhibiting £sh passage. Both operations
were successful and we are confident
that the Waiotaka fish will have an
easier journey through the gorge this
season.
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All Simms wading boots leature
why Simms is known for superior CleanSiream ™ technology to
fishing footwear. Take the G4 Guide™ help minimize the spread
Boot you see here. This cutting-edge of invasive aquatic
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soenwaen A SUCCessful Summer

s cxpected based on last winter's

trapping results Lake Otamangakau

ished very wecll again this summer
@®ver the 166 interviews we undertook we
mceasured an average catch rate of 0.42 fish
per hour, identical Lo last sumumecer and almost
4 times higher than that measured in 1995/96
(figure 1).
As discussed in issue 60 of Targcet Taupo this
increased catch nte hashowcever come at the
cost of fish size. There arc lots of fish of 2 to
3 kg,still very nice trout by any standards but
the truly trophy fish in excess of 4.54kg (101b)
which made the repuration of the ‘Big O’ are



Figrre I 'I'he estimated
average caleh ite on Lake
Sumaagitkau 1995/96 1o
2009/10

Top icfi:Neil Barnett with a
3.9k brown Jck takenin
Take e Whaint jua before:

he scason closel,
Photo suppited

Bettem: icift With high catch
eates and more cetaxed rego-
lations, Lake Quama.ngakau
is a geen Pace to intreduce
childien to lishing

Azealia and Kician Batis
with 1 nice sumocr
rainbows from Lake @

Pbelo by: Kath Bajlis

Feer wigpor: A featur: of lake
@ is the old z@e that some
Bsh live 10.This brown nule
has two trap ¢hps on his
pectool fin (see the break
in the Jin mys 4% way dlong
from § winters:sgo,and the
new growth near the tip
from ast winiens clip) soit
has spawned it teast S times
though potentistly up to 8
times depending on whether
the right hectortl also has a
deubicclip.

Pboto £y Ro yee Boulimg

Right; While the rainbow
fishery has dhe profile; stalk-
ingbrown rout wround the

shore auircts its devotees
toe. Mick Hali with a typicat

LakeObiown
Pboto by fim Cve

Summor

—

much rarer. Nevertheless there were
several very memorable fish taken this
sezason including a double figure rinbow
by Royce Dowling and a brown trout of
5.9kg (131b) by Neil Barnett.

While intervicwing anglers this summer
we took the opportunity te ask whether
they would prefer a return to the old
days of very low catch rates but witha
high chance thi what they caught was

very big; or a continuation of the status
quo. Almost with out ¢xception those
anglers who fished the like through the
early and said 1990's would like 1o see

the fishery retrn 10 a trophy fishery,




Success on 12ke @ is made
all the bewer by e swnning
vol<anic kimdscupes

Pooty by frelic Greaves

Royce Dowling with a
5kg rainbowtaken in
January 2016

Phuty by: Kath Baylis

Children fishing

Lzbe O can havesome
real success au the
momenc

Photo by fulic Creaves

However those who have begun fishing the
lake in more recent times arce almost totally
of the opposite view preferring that things
remain the way they are.

How we might manage this lake is a key issue
in the upcoming review of the Taupo Fishery
Management Plan as discussed by John Webb
on page €.This details how you can make a
submission on any aspects of the proposed
plan, so if you have a strong view about the
Lake @tamangakau fshery please take this
opportunity.




*The World's Finest ﬂy Redls
*100% CNC Macllined

N A U TI L U S ’Supcrior Dlag Sgstcms
'L@’ﬁcrt}tan Compctin g Redls
'Strmgcrthan Compctin J:4 Reels

CCF Series

E“‘VCC (NV) 'T"lc E,n—»vcc of all ﬂs reels

'LJ' g'ltest biggamc reel in the world

*Codk & Caibon FFiber (CCP) drag system
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*Ovenall tcugn drown it, mud wrestle i, bumit
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*RRF $920.00. 51250.00

Fcathcr Wcught (FW)
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By Mike Bodie

?v_ii‘kc ls it Conservancy
Solicitor bused in the
Depaument's East Coat Bay
YO Plenty Conservancy Office
g Rotorse

Top:Yeslawsers are anglers
t00.Mik< Bodic at the Smeg
Poadl en the ‘longatiro River
Phoio By, tun Mitchalt

Turangi Law -“Out there doing it”

0OC'S LAW OFFICERS

Readers of ZTurget Taupo will be
well aware of the work done by the
Department’'s 1angers and technical
spccialists to maintain theTaupo fishery
and to ensure compliance with the reg-
ulutions. But readets may not be: aware
thut behind the scenes, the Department
has a smali band of in-house lawyers
who prosecute offenders and “go out
10 bat™ for conservation through the
justice system,

Whether the lawyers are seen as the last
line of defence against the greedy few
who selfishly pillage the fishery, or the
“hard end” of community rclations, we
havc an important, if not highly visible,
rolc o play in fishery management.
Whatever the perception, 1 consider it
a privilege to use my legal training and
expenence to travel aboult the country
(preferably with rod and reel) support.
ing all facets of conscrvation, including
the'litupo fishery



Onc of the advantages of the Department
cmployinginhouse awyersisthatwe gen
crally know the work ofthe Department
very well,and many of us are also aclive
participants in rccreational activitics
the Department fosters, such as fishing
and hunting. 1 have personally been a
proseculor for 16 ycars, but that pales
by comparison to the 26 years since I
started trout fishing. One would hope as
a seasoned angler and prosccutor when
in Court there is likcly to be very little
chance to pull the proverbial wool when
it comes to excuscs for not complying
with theTaupo Fishery Regulations.

‘TheTaupo fishery is served by two pros-
ecutors, mysclf based in Rotorua (con-
veniently where teout are also plentiful)
and Kevin Smith based in Napicr. Our
job is to support rangers and other staft
with legaladvice.provide training on law
enforcemem issues. and to represent the
Dcpartment in court on prosecutions.
In terms of court appcaranges: (ypically
the great majority of Taupo fshery bms
ccutions, xesult in prompt guilty plcas
because offenders arre usually caught
red-handed.

RECENT PROSECUTION

A recent example of the sort of jobs we
prosccutor’s get called on  assist with
was the nctting of a large number of
spawning fish in September 2009. This
serious “catch” was reported in Target
Taupo Issuc 60 page 67. ‘The incident
played out in the Taupo District Court
in June this ycar. The cascs involved
offenders who used gill ncts in the
Waimarino Stceam on two occasions in
September last Year, when the river was
closcd to all fshing. Sadly,on thesce two
occasions a total of 49 mature spawning
fish were killed by this unsporting, indis-
criminate approach. Netting trout con-
gregated for spawning is a very setjious

offence under the Conscrvation Act |
with a maximum pcnalty of 12 months.

imprisonmcent or a $10,000 Fn?fz'.fé'fl'l'i

\ ing trout. The Judge re:mrke&-iﬁ,:t the'

thatse mcnus will beincreased .m(khht.

compares with breaches of the Taupo
Fishery Regulations, such as ¢xcceding
the bag or sizelimits. or using prohibited
tackle etc, where the maximum penalty
is a finc only up to $3000.

The Department was concerned that
in the past the sentences imposcd for
poaching spawning (ish wcre often
Icnicnt.and varied widely from Judge to
Judge Given there were seven offend-
ers appcearing at once on the samc
charges | decided to use the cases as an
attempt to “raisc the bar™ at sentencing
by ensuring the Court clearly drew a dis-
tinction between the most serious and
harinful spawning fish offcnces, and less
serious regulation breaches. The judge
went on to note that recent studics have
suggested that the Taupo Ffshcry may be
worth as much as $80-$90; mﬂhon 1o the
Tiwpo regional economy’ whfc,h cquires

0 many jobs making it |m}'¥\:muvt thiat
vandals of the fishery are scnta mcssu,c'
~that .thc community will-not tolunu
trout poaching, and (ouglrcr sentences
should be cxpected in future

The case was heard before a packnd
court room in the I.mpo Dismcp Gonirty
including’scveral mngt:rs ‘and many buﬂ- -
porters of the poachers. ‘Ihet hcu‘ g
was dramatic with seveml sty o

from the supporters objegct DQd \
taking a *hard-linc” whe tlél‘tcd
fsh were clainicd to be Io;; ﬁ’hlll ar

tangi. Judge Chris McGwire hstene(ﬂto {
evidence fromm, the Depmmmt% and a
member of rhvgf\gm "Iuwh‘u'ct..z iwi,
and heard -ugumcms from thc la\vyc,m,
beéoi;e delm‘i{ug his ]udgmcnf ‘A\c
ﬁgmed (ho@ne wsé noi 'gpmg tD be
p 'givmg Jm ¢ m tke 1;“[3() A~
cnmmun‘ty ({nt po chmg spag\m&
Sbume&smu.nvedhhi f
fishery, anéehatit wasjuné'g\‘r'*‘DQC pm‘ 57
a“stake in the ground“wc ‘conceras
about the continned Qo_.gcflmg o'lsp,awpr

trout was d\

“mcssage, that Bidmeed tobe sent \vgs

he'time Ior'J 'l..st,pt

\ces was-iasl bdng- \




The teeti“Natwal Fly "in e
regulations includes spiders
- and inscets
Plrofc3 by Ao Bodie

approached if no other deterrent starts
working.

In the end. the Judge decided that a jail
scntence was not warranted for theseven
offenders because they cooperated with
the 1angers when apprehended, most of
them were young, and none had been
caught poaching spawning trout before.
The Judge sentenced each offender to
200 hours community work, discounted
on a guilty plea by 1/3 to 135 hours,
ordered forfeiture of illegally used nets
and other equipment, and gave each
offender a final warning that if they are
caughtagain, jail time is likely Lo be the
result. At the time of writing one of the
offenders had appealed his sentence as
being too hirsh, so the High Court will
eventually rule on the case.

Overall, this case scnt a positive messiige
when compircd to the typically small
fines imposed for similar offending in
the past. The Judge strongly reinforced

_ theDepartment's stanceand concern for

the welfite of the fishery from poaching
spawning fish.

Unfor(_unnt:ely this casc was only onc
of sewveral reaching the courts in'recent
times. Other poaching offences involving
nets at Hatcpe and Omori have recently
been or are in the pirocess of being pros-
ccuted - some of them adracting signifi
cant media attention.This gives credence
to the difficult, rcmote, and potentially
dangeromns work 1angers do protecting
our fishery from a sclfish fow.

TAUPO FISHERY REGUI ATIONS
2004

I will use this opportunity to highlight

and remind readers of thtee areas of the s

‘Taupo Fishery R€gulations,where there
aie subtle but sugmﬁg.\mmmnnces from
the Fish and'Game D;smcﬁ\nglcr I 'otlce -
regulations nppl\'mg Llsgwhege in Neww.
Zealand Cxpenenced faupo nnglers will
be familiar with the peculiarities of the
Taupo Regufz’ttions Bu for, an;ﬂ'ers who
also mainly fish ot}u-:r regxons, orwho are
from overseas, it usxmpeuuvc that you
not only “Check - Clean - D:y\amtjust as
importantly understind and comply with
the local ruies

WHAT DOES" “FLY FISIIING"
REALLY MEAN? :

In all arcas of New Zcaland, exeept for
the Taupo Fishing District, “fly fishing”
means to fsh with “fly rod and fiy reel
and fly lige and artificial fly*=It is clear
that this definition cxcludes use of any
natuial bait and spin fishing.

Inthe Taupe Fishing Distiict, however, fly
fishing” mcans to fish. with “fly sod and
fly reelyflyine, and a natural™or artiticial
fly*. This definition prohibits spin fishing
but does mean flydishers can fish with a
“natural fiy”,
fully defincd in the Regulations to inchude

‘The term*narmal fly”is help-

spiders and insects, but kowa. shellfish,
worms, creepers, huhu grubs, fish or fish
roe are spccifically prohibited baits. 1n




e summary then, outside the Taupo District

@Mp u#ﬂ) : spiders, cicadas, dragon flies, damsel flies
SLATTRE and the like may only be used in desig-

5 Roll STR’KE nated bait fishing areas Butin the Taupo
DETIECTOR District, most insect baits are perfectly

| ONG LASTING legal in all waters, including those areas
f EASY 10 USE £ ASHNG » HIGH FLOTATION restricted to fiy fishing only.

STRIKE INDICA'TORS

The contro! of strike indicators is a
peculiar concern of the Taupo Fishery,
as there is no regulation of strike indi
cators in the Fish and Garve regions.
The important point te note for itiner
am anglers to the Taupo District is that
strike indicators such as plastic floats,
bubbles. fsh pimps, self-adhesive foam
and the like are prohibitc‘d in:fly Ashing
only arcas. Regulation 20(5) prohlblts
infly fishing only waters, ad, gi:&;,‘
plastic or other material 243 d o I}lg

line to facilitate casting or to 1né(€ase th

buoyanu ol’the 1111(. omu thm A“strnké‘

indicator”. The term’ strlke“mdu.lfor is

IT'S LITTLE WONDER OUR EGG FLIES CATCH MORE FISH, THEY ACTUALLY LOOK LIKE EGGS.
WHETHER YOU'RE USING SOFT EGGS IN THE POOLS, OR TUNGSTEN EGGS AS A BOM® OR
IN POCKET WATER, THE MANIC EGG SELECTION WILL CATCH YOU MORE FISH THI!S WINTER.

WWW._MANICTACKLEPROJECT.COM

WWW.FLYFISHERSINC.COM ol




Large brightly coloured strike
indiestors like these are com-
moaplace when a¥mphing

26

Taupo tivers
Photo by: Mike Bocdic

=
defined tom y's nﬁ-‘tﬁ{xn{m\ 1

yarn and :tg means.of attachment to

!
line or cast used;b) llleﬂrsoulfﬂ

an aid to detect aamk,c’ ]\ 3

L
While there are fom,

"

and bright strike ﬁldit‘:ftop sw [
Taupo Rivers LV(.I‘)' wlltcr. ﬁ({h‘lded
indicators rﬁ made o Hrn (h‘i’).
legal. The pur'pg;\ﬁ"thi&__n.glm ion
is to prevent :mgiré frony Iu:blg«pu}ka
tors of such size ofJ@dgh*ﬁ'\
cffiect facilitate casting (like spin

or more importantly enabling anglers to
dredge the bottom of the deepest pools
using heavier and heavierflies and more.
and more buoyancy in the float to com
pensate. In the past it was not unknown
feranglers to have so much weight on. it
wits impossible to cast other than using a
mect
by using a f.oat to hold up the end of the

icdroll-cast. This was-only possible

{ly-line and many anglers felt this style of
{ishing was not consistent with fly-fishing,
hence the restriction. While purists may
argue that large “budgie” yarn indicators
serve a similar purpose, in practice it
appears that the size of yarn indicators
tends to be limited by the acrodynamics
of their castability with a fly rod.

BOAT FISHING RESTRICTIONS
For the many harlers, teollers and jig
fishers who visit Taupo every seasom,
there is an important difference between
the regulations that apply to the Rotorua
fakes in Fish and Game’s Eastern Region,
and te Lake Taupo. On the Rotorua
Lakes fishing {from an unanchored boat
is prohibited within a 200 m sidius of
specified stream mouths or in fly fishing

m,‘_

only waters, waw extend 200 m out

- from the ahore On many I.«M:.s. the 200
ﬂn5 as o p];cﬁ,trxcﬂoms

as)' ferangle £s to identify
jtc‘lusn, it quddr.s with larg,c yellow
200 ln—lrmn&,ut&-lribuqys installed by the
Reg,xomrc‘mnul to designate the > knot

- fpu.d resmcuomfrom shoxe
! Nu}lungn flfc is bnuploug Ems On Lake

’ijupm‘hg’ boat tis liilg-rcﬁtflcnon extends

300m_ from: imdcul sm‘.lm mouths or

yin_designate
S| 1|ﬂg)~ gl the Kura

mh.n&,‘bnly areas, such as
a ‘:plt It is impottant on the
Great Lake for troflers not to be confused

by 5 knot buoys at the 200 m mark. Boat
anglcrs,needs to familiarise themselves
with the f.yfishing only arcas on the Take
and ensure they keep well clear - 300 m
isa considerable disstance,

To conciude, if any anglers have querics

o concerns abolit e Regulations, please

let our Rangers know who will be only
too happy to answer your questions, or
may perhaps seek a legal opinion if the
issue is complex! Thie numbcer of mangers
is limited,and they can not be everywhere
all the time, so it is important that respon
sible anglers help educate visitots about
the importance of compliance with the
rules, It is also crucial that if you witness
a suspected breach of the Regulations to
contact the Wepartment as sOomn as pos-
sible on 027 442 4962 or 027 290 7758
Finally, I hope everyone has a productive
season on the rivers and lake. and it would
be better for all concerned to sec you on
the warer “out there doing it” rathet than
standing in the dock of the Taupo Court
up on a charge of breaching the reguli
tions!



Testhish a Sage

' Right now your Huntiné &
Fishing New Zealand store
has Sage loan rods available.

« Fish. See howa $1,000+fly
' rod is not just an investment -
. in technology, it’s simply the
. best kit out there to enhance the
pleasure you get on the water. -

.. Nev? Zeal ind stores nationwide

3 FIY_JIII $5 69 -99

e tom $799.99 Fme »hone 0800 HuntFish
tom $1089.99 (0300 486 834)
From $l 199-99
From $1169.99

Ffrom $1349.99

Made in the USA

FG1188

*Prices may alter due 1o exchange rae Rucosations,



By Carolyn Newel)
Carolyn i5 our Progrumme
Manager.Service

Are you enjoying
reading Target 1mupo?

re you enjoying reading Zarget Taupn? If you would like to receive the next

one then read on. From the starct of the new season (1st July 2010) we will be

'equiring your postal information again so we can send you You only need
to register once for the 2010/11 season.
Previously we used Lo compile the address list from the duplicates of all our whole
season licences sold. Howeverdue to major ongoing issues of illegible scribe, incor-
rect or incompiete addresses and in conjunction with the very considerable staff
resources Lo transcribe the 11,000 or so namesand addresses, we have looked atnew
ways o collect this information.
So please send your contact detailsin via email or phone us. Receiving your postal infor-
mation this way will also give us a point of contact (o follow up on any vital infiormation
that may be missing. increasing the likelihood of you receiving your valued issues of the
magazine. We need your full home postal address rather than your holidayhome address.
Similacly if you arc Rural Delivery, as many' homes are, plcase remembcr you have to be
registered for Rural Delivery with New Zezland Post (o receive mail.

IFYOU WANT TO RECEIVE YOUR COPY OF

“TARGET TAUPO’,
PLEASE FORWARD YOUR
* NAME

* POSTAL ADDRESS
INCLUDING POSTAL CODE

e LICENCE NUMBER

do not have access to a com-
call

i adult

issues of Target Taupo. These
contact details will also be printed on your license.

ADULT SEASON $88.00
CHILD SEASON $12.00
ADULT WEEK: $37.00
ADULT 24 HOUR $16.50
CHILD 24 HOUR $4.50

J"J“'ll



By jill Laesen W elsh
Jillis thcArca
Compliance Officer

Top: Removal of the willows
has really opencd up the
Tower river such as heee ac
Church's farm,

Photo By ]l Larscre\Welsh

Long Trail tc

ne sunny afternoon in carly

autumn a couple of us went

exploring down the truc
left bank of the Tongariro River from
the end of Awamate Road. This was
very enjoyable as prior to this year the
lower Tongariro River has not been
casily navigable by foot for a long time.
The risc in the water table of the adja
cent land had meant to access the very
lower reaches of the river used to be
anallday trek through mudand swamp
- that’s if you were able to find your
way atall. Furthcrmore. after heavy rain
the way would become impassable due
to flooding.
interestingly the surrounding land was
once fertile fapnland stocked mostly
with sheep and the grass grew well to

support them, however when farming

) the Tongariro Delta

ccascd the land slowly deteriorated.
Grass cventually succumbed to the
taller, morc robust reeds that flourish in
wet soil and willows cstablished slowly
on occupying the arca, During this time
the river clogged with fibrous root
systems from the willow trecs causing
the bed and in turn the water level to
rise Debris and sift became trapped in
amongst these root systems narrowing
the banks and slowing the water flow in
some parts. This madc the water ¢xude
outwards through the vegetation and
shallow ¢mbankments.

However, recent work undertaken by
‘Turangitukua has secn most of the big
willows removed {rom the banks and
the larger debris taken out of the river.
After the willows were removed, the
landscape looked quite barren and in




Sonic of the banks becitme
unstable after the wiltows
e ramved

Plroto Oy J1 Laysete Welshy

30

some places the banks were caving in
and falling inte the river. This was quite
disconcerting at the time and made fer
risky walking in places but as with most
things, time heals. The big willows are
gone but in their place the grass has
returned and grows vigorously on the
edges, overhanging in lots of places
offering sanctuary for those big wily
browns that occupy the river nooks.The
river flow is much improved and the
silt simply doesn’t get as much chance
to settle as it once did. The river has
widened and become deeper,increasing
the amount ofwater it can hold comfort-
ably and so ieducing the incidence of
flooding'T'he changes in the river will be
ongoing as the 1oots holding the bank
and Dbed rat away but the net effect in

association with the low lake level this
summer has been a significantreduction
in the river level and walter table.

Ifyou venture anywhere below Delatour's
Pool you willind the walking tacks clear
and casy to navigate for the most part.On
the true lef: as you head down through
what used 0 be known as Church's farm
the willows havebeen clearedd only part of
the way Contractors tound it impossible
Lo get their big mach.inery into these very
lowest reaches because of the swampy
nature of the land. One can clearly sce
the contrust between areas that have and
have not been cleared at this location.
Somc of the willows and root systems
persist but the dropping walter table has
helped to slowly dry the swampy arcas

making the trek ddown into the:sc lowest




regions a pleasant one.Trees of
othcr specics that once looked
dead seem to be resurrecting and
the giass is beginning to win the
fight with the reeds that estab-
lished there years before

A short drive from the end of
Awamiate Road will lead you
o a locked gate where there is
room (o park a vchicle or two
Remember to keep the gate-
ways clear. You'll have to rely
on Shank’s pony from there on.
‘There is still a reasonible amount
of willow in the gencralarca but
by keeping to the river's cdge a
pleasant walk all the way to the
Delta can be achieved without
too much treubleWe went down
at a time when there had not
been a lot of preceding ran. and
found the walk very easy. It took
usabout an hour and a half to trek
the seven kilometees right (0 the
First Mouth at the Delta 1 would
advise anyone undestaking the
wilk to allow a good two hours
to get there. Itscemed to take less
time Lo wialk back, or perhaps it
was just that we knew the way a
bit better by then.

If you do want to take the
wilk. it is wcell worth taking the
flyrod fer a bit of quiet, relaxed
angling on the way. Remember
though that for the right of way
along the river bank, the land
is lcased. dogs and fircarms arc
not welcome and you will nced
to keep close to the river's edge
and not take shortcuts across
the land. This way we can be
assurcd of continued access to
onc of the more remote parts of
th¢ Tongariro for years to come.
And finally, when you catch
that wophy fish, lct us know.
We're always keen to hear how
the fshing’s going ‘Take a few
photos and share!

e WATERWORKS

Lamson Litespeed Reels

Not long ago we introduced a Limited Edition Series 1 Litespeed

with great success. With mare extensive frame and spool porting,

the 2007 Litespeed is based on the 5 1 development. Lighter

without sacrificing strengths, the new Litespeed will come in a
cond to a corresponding Force reel in terms of retrieve rate

and each shares our patented maintenance-free super
onical drag.

Lamson Velocity Reels

Velocity: only the name remains the same. Totally redesigned and
machined using a unique "3 plane” pocket milling technique,
every aspect of performance, strength-to-weight ratio, line pick-up
speed and storage has been improved. And as is often the case,

the distinctive new engineered "truss” wall structure give Velocity
a personality all its own. Bigger, faster, lighter and stronger.

Lamson Guru Reels

We're pleased to introduce the new Guru, an enlightening reel.
Guru enters the family as our lowest—priced fully machined reel,
The signature arm—style element on the frame combines with
open spokes to maximize structural strength and minimize weight.
As with our other reels, Guru features true large arbor ratios.
Guru is available in 4 weight through 10 weight, and shares
identical drag design and components with our most expensive
reels. Guru is finished with a clear type 2 anodize.

ALL PRODUCTS AVRILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL TACKLE STORE

ROBERT A CONAGHAN (NZ) LTD:
47 NORMANBY RD, MT EDEN, AUCKLAND
PH: 09 638 6100
ALEXTO SPORTS 2000 LTD:

624 KAIKORAI VALLEY RD, DUNEDIN
FH O3 488 4962
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Mike is the teacher of the
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Exciting Times Ahead

n old saying goes ‘tell me and I'll

forget;show me and Tmay remene

ber; involve me and I'll under
stand’. In 2010, theTaupo for Tomorrow
learning programni¢ is poiscd to take
advantage of some exciting developments
at the Tongariro National Trout Centre.
®ne of the main drivers behind these
developments is that they are designed
to involve students in their kaming and
assist them to understand of a range of
important sustainability issues,
At the core of any successful educa
tion programme is the ability to provide

Primary sponsor:

7L

genesis

ENERGY

exciting, engaging and real learning
experiences for students. The Taupo for
Tomorrow partnership (Genesis Energy,
DOC and the National Trout Centre
Society), encourage learners visiting the
site roenjoy their experience but also to
engage with, and learn about the fragile
fresh water resources our region is so
famous for.

The new fresh water aquarium complex
currently under development at the site
will Decome a teaching tool perhaps
unequalled anywhere in New Zealand.
Students will not only learn about the

Tongariro
National Trout
Centre Society




The centrat North Island’s
endangered white water specialists
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LEARNZ, coordinator Andrew
2enny, Peu Koura Jaio Hupa
{Jim) Mumniapoto and Fisbery
Scigptist Dr Mickel Dedual
fidld ¢oestions from students
during the [EARME victial
Field weip.

Photos &y Mike Nicbolsen

flowing riverhabitat’I'he prescnce of whio
and trout within our river enviconments
is a good indicator of high quality habitat
and water quality. Both specics depend
cntirely on macreinvertebrates found in
the dver as their primary food source so
complement each other extremcly well
when presenting freslhwate:r conserviation
lcarning to stuclems. With increas-

ing numbers of whio returning to the
Tongariro River thanks Lo the efforts of
groups like the Central North Island Blue
Duck Trust and the Bliue Duck Project
Charitable Trust, the opportunity for stu-
dents to cngage with wiyio on a regular
basis appearsincreasingly likely:

Another key event that has occurred
this year that very much deserves a
mention was the visit by LEARNZ to
the Taupo for Tomorrow learning pro
gramme. This year's ficld trip was titled
‘Freshwater Ecology’ and proved very
popular with students and schools
right around the country LEARNZ
enables us to reach out to students
across N7 and advocate for freshwater
conservation and susrtinability of our
renewable resources when we would
not normully be able to do so. The
LEARNZ team are skilled cducaters and
in conjunction with us crcate a fieldtrip
that is focused, relevant and packed to
the brim with learning opportuniries




Year 13 Thames ltigh School
Scicnee stuleans at work
Faupo torTomorrow
education PrOKRAMMES elcT
forallaiges

PDaoto: Milse Nichelson

for students. This Year we managed
to present a multi dimensional view
of water ecology in our region which
included cultueit], recreational, business
and conservation interests. Students
got 1o meet a range of peoplc involved
in Ireshwater conscevation and begin
to build a big picture of how crucially
important our freshwater resources are
10 the long term well being of the envi-
ronment and themselves.

The Taupo for Tomorrow lcarning

programmc asksi students 1o become
involved in their natural environmient
with the recognition that these yotmg
peoplc are going to be the lcaders and
decision makery: of the future We yvant
them involved them because we wiant
them o understand.‘teaching todis like
the aquirium,the whio resource and the
LEARNZ fieldunips. are key developments
in allowing this to happen. Exciting
times indeed!

www sportm me-turangl co.n_

Ph 07 386 8996 Fax '07 386 6559




By Mack Cosgrove
Mark is an active
menmber of Advocates
for ihc Tongaiito River

The canoples of wilding
pings are distuncrive

against the skyline
Phete L) Merk Cosgroie

War against the Wilding Pines

he Advocates for the Tongariro

River (AFTR), cnvisions the

Tongariro River corridor being
returned as closcly as possible to its
natural state so that the river valley's
landscape valucsi and its biodiversity
status are restored. Pace of this vision is
the eradication of cxotic pests such as
wilding pines. Av. a pioncering species,
pines are aggressive colonisers and the
New Zcaland climate affords many pine

speceics ideal growing conditions As: a
conscquence they arc especiully unde-
sirable where native forest regeosveh is
being cncouraged.I'hey can overpower
cmerging native plants ina bid to win the
compctition for forest space and arc also
visiually intrusive, the distinctive form

of their canopies. on the skyline visible

from a considerablc distance. This is an
important factor where acsthetic land-

scapce values are desirable. For native




Wilding pines (s oisoning
and needle tall Jese skek
ctons sheutd stact Lo ot away
within 5 years

Photu by Mark Cosgrove

fauna, pines offcer fewer advantages than
native treeswhich have berrics or nectar
to ¢ncourage bird and insccet life.

Like many the AFT R regard theTongariro
River as a taonga of the highest regard
and it is committed to helping the river's
recovery and eventual restoration. This
commitment is encapsulated in four
practical steps:

« Pratection of existing indigenous flora.
= Planting of local varicties of native
plantsalong the riverside walkway,

- Maintaining areas of newly planted
natives, especially weexling, in conjunction
with other community interests.

= Eliminating wilding pines

Nationwidc there are many campaigns
aimed at curtailing wilding pines. A
simplc Google search will show the
vigour of the overall crusade as there are
over 300 pagcs of websites dedicated Lo
thesubject. Regional Councils are taking
action against wilding pines as part of
New Zealand's Biodiversity Strategy. In
the Marlborough Sounds cradication of
pines is a priority and closer to home
the Kinloch Community Association is
tackling the issuc at the northern end of

LakeTaupo. DOC and the army have also
long wagced battle to keep much of the

Kaimanawas and the corridor along the
Desert Road pinef reefnassociation with
a number of community groups like the
Tongariro Natural History Society, DOC
has also successfully controlled many
of the wilding pines in the Hinemaiaia
River Valley and the Motuoapa wetlands
and this work is clearly visible from State
Highway I.

The project te eliminate pines from the
Tongariro River started several years ago
in collaboration with DOC by the drilling
and poisoning of trees in Department of
Conservation reserves on the true feft
bank of the Tongariro River - mainly
upstream of theYongarira National Trout
Centre. Tater the AFIR embarked on a
progammc to remove the pines from
the right bank. The project which has
not yel fnished is progressing upstream
and is currently about 1 km above the
Red Hut suspension bridge.
Unfortunately, despite the good inten
tions behind removing pines from
the Tongariro River there are somce
immediate disadvantages with such
a project. The AFFR appreciate the
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Below: A natise understory?
should cstablish in the
absencce of the pines and this
wilk be followed by higger
native tn:cs

Piroo &) Mark Cosgrove

Tofr »{bt The advocates for
theTongiatico River are
compitted to the

TIVCES £EStOrNion

Photo by Mark Cosgiove

concern at the temporary harm donce to
thevisible landscape in parts of the river
vallcy.The effect of the poisoning is not
subtle, many trees are now browning off
causing the needles dic and drop which
is not a very inspiring sight. But soon
the skcletons will turn grey and later
they will rot away hopcfully leaving the
native understorey to reestablish and
colonisc. Understandably, some people
do not like the cffect of rust brown
pinc needles while they are angling. But
to lcave the pines longer would make
the ability to manage them even more
dilticult and perhaps cause the persis-
tence of a wilding pinc forest along the
Tongariro River

Another option for the removal of the
trees is to fell them. Not only is this an

inherently time consuming and clame

gerous job but there are a number of
disadvantages with this option. Firstly,
particularly in areas of high pine density,
felling the trees is very destructive to the
surrounding native vegetation. Further,
felling the trees inaieases the available
fuel loading for fire, particularly the
heavy fucl fraction which increasces the
risk of extreme fire behaviour should a
wild fire become established. As there
is some pine sced already in‘the soil,
sudden removal of pines also encour-
ages their regeneration.

Drilling and poisoning the trées is not
only a cost ¢ffective way of dealing with
the problem, but it is also very success
ful. The gradual shedding of necdles
as the trees die means that the light
entering the forest floor geadually inten
sifies. ‘This favours the establishment




of understorey native plants many of
which are inhercntly shade tolerant. In
thelong term, through succession,larger
native trees will cstablish. The length
of time taken to achieve this is very
dependent on climate but the effects
of rotting and disiotegration should be
noliccable within 5 years. As the trecs
rol, wind will also play a major role in
breaking them dowa.,

Despitce this preferrcd method of removal
fer most of the pincs, the collaboration
between DoC and AFTR requires some
trees along the access tracks and river
banks to be felled. ‘This is to provide a
measure of safety from falling debris and
decaying trces for people using tracks
and favourite fishing pools.

Already biodiversity gains have been
detectecl.A stand of juvenile totarain the
upper river has been given a better start
and should grow to maturity now that
the pines there have shed their needles,
thus letting light in.

The AFTR works within the guidelines
of New Zealand's Biodiversity Policy

and it cooperates wilh the Department
of Conscrvation in the task of control-
ling exotic pest species so that native
flora and fauna may theive. Many of the
membcers of the AFTR are residents of
‘Turangi and kcen anglers. We sharc and
enjoy the Tongariro River and arc com-
mitted to preserving its heritage and
quality not only for our own enjoyment
but for future generations. The steps
that have been taken to control wilding
pines are in the long term interests of
not only Tongariro River users but the
river itself

The AFTR has received a number of
awards for its ecological work. We
warmly welcome the involvement of
others committed to the preservation
and enhancement of the river, and if
you would like to find out more about
us refer to our website: wwws. tongariror-
iverorgnz

For more information about wilding
pincsGoogle 'wilding pines N2
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Al plostos by fobn Webl
cnted Kin Thariet

ik ome will remember Kim Turia's
- article ‘We're not Quackers’ on the
rare whio or blue duck in issue 60
of Target Taupo. The article explained
in some detail about the predator traps
that anglers are seeing on the Tongariro
River being used to protect the whio.
Well, on 20 March 2010 a whio family
fun day was held down at the Tongariro
Mational Trout Centre to celebrate and
promote the bird.
The day was hugely successful with over
500 visitors and it was a fantastic way
to showcase and raise public awarencss
about the whio and have heaps of fun
into the bargain. The major sponsors of

Celebrating the Fabulous Whio

the day were Genesis Energy (who led
the event), Department of Conservation,
Forest & Bird and Central North Island
Blue Duck Trust. Genesis Energy are also
the sponsor of the Taupo for Tomorrow
education programme which uses the
whio to educate young people about
the importance of freshwater sustain-
ability and quality. It was great to see all
of these organisations working together
for such a great cause.

There were many additional participants
that made the day a success including
the Didymo Dave (Dave Cade) doing
a wonderful job of advocating for the
protection of whio through predator
control and the amazing Blue Light Trust
BBQ and members of the Tongariro
National Trout Centre Society that fed
all the hungry mouths on the day. There
were presentations, face painting, a
bouncy castle, colouring competitions
with neat book prizes. DOC even had
some colleagues from the Whanganui
Conservancy office and Andy Glaser with
his cool blue duck dog from Whakatane
office. The following images are some of
those taken on the day. Enjoy.
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By Br Michel Dedual
Michel is the Fisheries

Scientist

Fishing Regulations
and the Rule of Thumb

he Taupo Fishery Regulations
make it illegal to f£sh from a

moving boat closer than 300
m from a marked riiver mouth - with
the cxception of the Tongariro and
TaurangaTaupo mouths where the boat
must be anchored and fly-fishing only
is permittcd. Although the large major-
ity of boats comply with this rule there
are still too many skippcrs who get
caught trolling or jigging within the 300

metre limit. When we talk to skippcrs
in this situation, a common cxcusc is “I
know the rule but I thought I was well
over 300m away!” This embarrassing
and potentially costly sicuation could
casily be avoided by purchasing a laser
range finder or using a GPS te measure
the distance from the stream mouth.
However, the high accuracy and high
cost of these instrumcnts is not neces-
sary unless pcople want to fish as closc
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Figure 1

as possible to the limit. If your intention
is to troll or jig at a safe and acceptable
distance fi-om the limit then there is a
much cheaper and easy “rule of thumb”
that you can apply.

The exact origin of the term “rulc of
thumb” is uncertain: either it is derived
from the use of the thumb in a numbcer
of fictional “rules” or it is derived from
the use¢ of the thumb as a measurement
device (“rule?).

British common law once held that it was
legalfor aman to chastise his wiife in mod-
criation. Because the definition of modera-
tion is subjective it was proposed that as
long as the stick used for punishment was
no thicker than a thumb then the man
was acting legally (terrible isn'tit).

In 1782, Judge Sic Francis Buller is
reported as having made this legal ruiing
and in the following ycar James Gillay
published a satirical cartoon (on oppos-
ing page) attacking Buller and caricatur
ing him as‘Judge Tiromb'.

The caption reads “patent [thumb)
sticks - [or family correction: warranted
lawfult”

However, even if this mythical view
was true it is difficult to imaginc how
beating your wife as you are trolling
past a gfiver mouth will help you stay
the legal distance away. In fact thumbs
have been used in numerous ways to
estimate things like the alignment or the
distance of an object and the tempera-
ture of brews of beer. Before the inven-
tion of thermometers, the brewer tested

the wort (brewing liquor) by placing
his thumb in it. When he could put his
thiumb in the wort without being burnt
it was cool enough to add the ycast.
Wood workers regularly used the width
of their thumbs (i.e. inches) rather than
rulers for measuring things, cementing
ils modcrn use as an imprecise yet reli-
able and convenicnt standard.

Hovwever, in terms of the fishery a very
relcvant use of the rule of thumb is when
trolling in the vicinity of a river mouth.
It can be uscd to estimate distances
to the marker posts or to othcr boats
anchored at river mouth in the casc of
theTongariro orTauranga-Taupo.

‘To achieve this we need to use two very
simple premises one anatomical and
one based on trigonometric functions.
First, thie distance between your eves is
approximately one-tenth the length of
your arm. Sccond, if you draw a diagram
as in Figure 1 this ratio of 1/10 will
remain constant regardless of the dis
tance beyond vour stretched arm. This
is the key, because it will allow you to
estimate the distance between your
seif and any object of known sizc with
surprisi'ng accuracy.

Mathematically D1 B,

: =1
we can write W, W, -

where D, is the distance between your
arm. W, is the distance between your
cycs, D; is the distance from you to
the boat (or marcker). and W, is the dis-
tance your thumb has moved when you
switched eyes. This is where we nced 0

D
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know how longisW,.

We arc naturally better at estimating dis-
tance across our feld of vision rather
than along it. To help us further, we
can also usc objects that we roughly
know the size of like boats, vehicles or
buildings. For example we know that a
typical boat will be about 5 to ¢ metres,
a truck with a trailer 30 m or 4 medium
size home about 12m.

Forexample you approach theTongariro
River Delta trolling.You are not too sure
how far you are fiom the siver mouth.
You can try to beat your wife with a4
stick the thickness of your thumb but
this may not be the best approach for
measuring the distance.All you need to
do to estimate the distance is usce this
classic method:

= Hold your arm out between your two
eyes and use your thumb like the open
foresight of a rifle with an eye closed.

¢ Then you switch eyes and look owr
how fiur your thumb (or the object)
appears to have moved to the side.

@n the photograph above it jumped by
W,. Now all you need is a reasonable
estimation of the length of a ncarby
landmark or object to estimate W,. in
this case we can us¢ the clump of dry
grass on the right hand side of the

marker pole. We have walked this arca
bcefere and estimate this patch of grassis
about 3m wide. Your thumb has moved
the equivalent of 3 lengths of the clump
or 9 m. So the marker pole is about 10 x
9m or 90m away and it's time to change
bearing and put some distance between
you and the marker pole.

One way to increase the accuracy of your
estunations is to “calibrate” your 2 o
by asking someone to measure e;mctly
the distance betwecen your eyes and the
length of youra rn thumb up Alternatively
you can verify how good the ratio of 10 is
by using objects of an exactly known W,
length imd then measuring D; with 4 tape
measurement or 4 range finder

As we said before this method will not
give you the exact distance but it will
certainly help you to be an acceptable
distance from a river mouth marker,
Finally, one last important point though.
Always remember that the regulation
is 300m from the centre of the river
mouth, not from the marker pole. The
pole is simply there to indicate that the
300m exclusion e¢xists for this stream
mouth.This is significant, particularly at
stream mouths like the Waitahanui River
that are constantly moving.

Happy thumbs up.



By Mike Hifl
Mike is aranger in our ticld

operatfons work

ATaste of Yesteryear

his photo assay presents a

window into the Taupo fishery

of yesterycacUnder the watchful
eye of my grandmothcr these old photos
lay in a candboard box in the back roon.
i would see her browse through them
like relics from time 1o time. They would
then always be neatly organiscd and
safely stored away again. She becomes
wary whenmyauntiescome Lo visit and

want to look through them Borrowing
any of these historic photos would be
studiously noted and usually require a
swift return. Some would not be allowed
out of the house.To her theyare raonga,
treasures held <lear and tell a story of
family history

I'ortunately thanks to modern technol-
ogy and my mother [ was able 1o obtain
these few and scan them. [n these
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photos the year is 1911 and believed
to be
Percy Edwan! Thellussun, 7th baron of

when the honourable locd

Rendlesham and his companion, under-
stood to be his wife Gladys Dunlop Best,
came to Taupo to fish All of the photos
are taken at or around Waihaha. The
voung boy in the photos (usually with
the gaff) is my great grandfather John
Rameka, aged 13.At this time he worked
as their fishing guide. The only unidenti-
fed person in the photos is the gentle
man in the photo at the top of page 45,
but he was almost certainly associated
with Lord Percy’'s visit, During their stay

which lasted only several days the pacty
caught a record 77 trout and the total
catch weighed 772ibs.At first glance the
thought that comes tomy mind is wow
- look at the siz¢ of those fish. It's no
wonder they had to us¢ a gaffl Looking
at these magnificent 1aupo trout | very
soon become hungry. 1 hope thes¢
photos will allow your imagination to
ponder fishing in the days before smelt
when the food resource for trout was
primarily koaro, high energy and abun-
dant allowing some fish to grow very
big indeed.
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Whats Up @ TNTC

liece have been a lot of excit

ing changes and activity at the

Tongariro National Trout Centre
since the December 2009 Target Taupo
article“A New La for the Trout Centre”.
The new entrance 1o the Visitors Centre
was opened on Christmas Eve 2009
and has been well reccived by all with
many visitors enjoying the ambicnce
of the new entrance way with its scats
and the availability of the toilets. The
ncew Visitors Centre entrance combined
with the new pathway from the car park
offers a stunning introduction to what is
aniconic visitor's attraction.
In January 2010 I was appointed as the
P OC Comununity Relations Ranger based
at the Trout Centre where my responsi
bilitics include the day to day manage-
ment of the Centre in conjunction with
the ‘longariro National Trout Ccntre
Socicty volunteers who run the Visitors

Cenire. The Ranger's cole is challenging
and enjoYable and the presence of a fall
time ranger is invaluable both fer the visi
tors and the Socicty volunteers A lot of
visitors are very tnterested in what we ate
achieving and their questions are many
and varied from “how many trout are
there in the kid's fish out pond” to “what
is the pti of the water in the Waitwukahuka
stteam” which runs thecough the ‘Frout
Centre grouticls.

The new fresh water Aguarium was
stasted on the 15th February 2010 after
the site was blessed by Rangi Downs.
The Aquarium is scheduled for comple
tion later in the vear. The Aquarium

complex is being built between the
Visitors Centre and the Hatchery and
the final outcome will be a combined
walkway which starts in the Visitors
Centre and ends in the Hatchery, Duc
the nature ofthe work being carried out
on the Hatchery building, the [ty in the
Hatchery tanks were moved to the Fish
and Game Hatchery in Ngongotaha fet
safc keeping. When visitors ask where
the fry arc we say they have been sent
to Rotorua for a holiday which raises a
smilc or two. DOC acknowledges the
help of Fish and Gamc in the transfer
and care of the fry while the Aquarium
is being built. This is a long standing relt
tionship that has allowed both parties
to help each other out in time of nced.
DOC isalso looking at taking thc oppor
tunityto replace the main water supply
line within the Hatchery” while it is out
of service.This supply line is the otiginal
f tted when the Hatchery was built in
1926 and is now showing distinct signs
of corrosion.

The Kid's fish out <lays continue to be
a success and are well supported by
schools and visitors There were three
very successful public fish out days in
January and the largest trout caught was
1.95 kg and 34 cm. After the last fish out
in January the fish were removed and
senttoakid’s fish out facility in Stratford.
The fish out pond was then cleaned out
and the new season's lish were trans
ferced from the raceways to the pond
in preparation for the 2010 fish out
program. To date there have been two
public fish out xkiys and ninc school fish

§7
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The: aquarium is
progeessing well
Photo by:fobr Webb

out days with the new season's fish. The

last public fsh out day was extremcly
wel and it showed the dedication of the
Tongariro National ‘Trout Centre Society
voluntecrs and DOC staff who sup-
ported the activity to ensure all the kids
caught a fish-and went home happy:

During March Genesis Encrgy spon
sored a Whio day at the Trout Centre
and there is a photo assay of the event
on page... The activities focused on the
various Whio programs in the Central
Plateau area and there were many very
interesting demonsti-ations, displays
and lectures. The Whio day was well
supported by the public even though
it competed with the local Junior
Triathlon event on the same day The
general consensus is that the Whio day
was a success and should be repeated
next year. There have been several sight
ings of Whio on the Waihukahuka stream
within the Trout Centre grounds which

is also very encouraging as it shows the
Whio is starting to get established in the
Tongariro river system.

An active rodent trapping program is
underway at the Trout Centre to keep
the population of rats, stoats, possums
and feral cats to a minimum. This has
resulted in an increase of bird life in the
grounds with large numbers of Kereru,
Tui, Robins, Belibirds, Fantail and Quail
being scen and heard. Perhaps some
Whio ducklings may even turn up in the
Waihukahuka Stream during spring.

The fish trap on the Waihukahuka stream
is part of DOC's program for collecting
data about the Taupo Fishery: This trap
is a smaller version of the other traps in
operation within the fshery but it pro-
vides valuable information to D@C. To
date the fish numbers through the tiap
are increasing with some good quality
rainbows and the odd brown trout being
seen. Some of these fish can be seen



Conrrotling predators is
protecting birds like this
Kerenn atTNTC

P by; Kim Alexander
Treria

in the viewing chamber as they slowly
move upstream for spawning, The trap
is also proving to be a focal point during
the school visits where the students arc
able to sec how the uap works and how
the fishare processed.

In conclusion the Fongariro National
Trout Centre is an invaluable and iconic
gem which continues to give a lot of
pleasure to all its visitors and is a tribute

to the rclationship that exists between
DOC, the Tongariro National Trout
Centre Socicty and Genesis Energy
The site will continue to develop and
updates will be published in future edi
tons of Target Taupo. In the mean time
remember Lo Check, Clean, Dry to keep
our Fishery in its world class condition
and enjoy vour fishing. Tight Lines.

Parklands Motorlodge

SRGTEL COMPLEN » CONFIRENCE CENTAE » RESTALBANT AND) AR

The Ideal base for skiing, fishing, tramping, rafting and exploring the Tongarir
Natlonal Park. Best Western Parklands Motorbodge features 31 comfortable ground
floor units - 12 Studio Unfts sleep 1-2 persans. 19 One bedroam family units sieep

1-5 persons all with kitchenette. A 20 point Matorbome Park and ample

for vehicles and beats. Coach groups welcame. 35mins to Whakapapa Skifield,

2 minutes ta the Tongariro Riv

reat base Summer or Winter,

‘www.parklandsmotorlodge.co.nz
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By Boh Roscmergy

wecwnn [ ake Taupo Catfish Cull

Speucfishing N7

ifty spearfishing divers from all

over NZ met at Motuoapa for

the last weekend of Januar
2010, intent on °‘thinning out' Lakc
Taupo’s catlish population. Each diver
had a handspear, a diving partner, fl.oat
with dive flag attached and either swam
from the shore or used a boat in the
southern half of the Lake over a 6 hour
period.Competitorshad to freedive and
were able to weigh in theirlacgest 40
catfish with the heavicst gross weight
being declared the winner, While 680

catfish were officizlly weighed in, many




Toft tgft: A catfish
caught by hand

fotiom efi-Napier
compctitor Kelt Jolhinsen
with some of his catch
anached 102 float ine:

Talr right: The caifish
spearfishing greup

at Stump By

Hottom right- A wota) of 680
catfish were sacighed in.

Photos by Bob Rosemergy

competitors had cxtra catfish, so it was

estimated that around 1000 catfish were
taken altogether on the day. The largest
individual catfish was 985 grams, not
that big compared with somc found
elsewherc in NZ.

Catlish were spciared in and around the
weed beds in waer between 2inand 12m
deep. Compared with spearing fish in the
ocean they are not that difficule in face,
if you are quick you can catch the odd
one by hand. However, as some divers
pointed out, they could be quite clusive
when they literally disappearcd by swim
ming into half a met¢ of fine silt.

With so many divers in the water it

yas probably not surprising they came
across many lost lines, down riggers and
even an anchor The underwater logs
they were attached to would sutely put
a smile on the face of those who sell
repiacement trout fishing gear!
The compctition proved to be some-
thing diffcrent for many of the divers
used 0 the marinc environment, and ar
the same time definitcly makes a dentin
the local catfish population. Given the
success of this event anothcer is being
planned for the last weekend of January:,
2011 which wiii be open to all divers.
Details can be found later this ycar on
our website: www.spearfishingnz.co.nz



Fish Bytes are shert
interesting stories from
the Taupo fishety
~foel free to contribute
if you have onet

Fisheries scientist
Micted Dedual and the
most interesting eel
Pbata by:Jehr Wb
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Fish Bytes

INTERESTING EEL
By Jobin Webh

A greardeal of interest was generated in the local mediarecently whenan ¢elwas caught
at the Taupo Boat Harbour Tlie eel which was a sizable specimen at 129cm and 69kg
was a most unusuil catch because tiaditionally eels are not associated with Lake Taupo -
eventhough there have been attempts to establish them there on a number of occasions.
The reason for this is that eels go to s¢a as part of theix breeding cycle (to spawn near
Tonga) and although they can migrate frem the JaKe to the sea, there are obstacles like
the Huka Falls and dams which prevent their retum. There was some speculation about
the age of the e¢l and that it could possibly be very old as they can be up te 100 year's of
age before migrating but this parsicular specimen was only (9.1t must have been cating
well while it was in the lake! The catch svas a litle unfortunate as long fioned eels like
this one are becoming rare¢ due to their slow rate of reproduction and overfishing.’l'he
species now descrves our care and conseryation where possible.



S@LITARY SP@ONBILL

By Glenn Maclean

If you have used the Tokaanu Tailrace ramps
rceently you were probably concentrating
on avoiding running aground with the very
low lake level. However if you looked up you
may have noticed a solitary white wading
bird amongst all the ducks and swans on the
exposed gravel bar beside you. This bird is a
Royal Spoonbill, most likely a wintcr visitor
from Austtalia though a very few pairs have
established and breed in NZ.The royal spoon
bill is almost cxclusively an estuarine bird,
though it is occasionally spotted on freshwa-
ter lakes close to the sca.The major wintering
ground is on the Manawatu River estuary.

“Ihis particular bird is likcly to be part of a pair
which were frst scen in the Waihi Bay and
“Tokaanu area several years ago.One of the pair
disappeared shortly afier but the other bird has
shown up each winter since. it is a very distine
tive bird with its unusually shaped beak,which
it partially opens and swceeps from side to side

The bicd ip quesstion vn one to feed i what is a very chatacteristic mannec Typicaily spoonbill are gregarious so this

of the channel murkers ut the
Tokaaiwu Tailiace.
2hoto by: Mickel Dedual

The team onthe hunt fur koi carp in lake Kuratau Pirere 8 Julle Greares

onc maybe be feeling a bit lonely. Howcver as the photo shows it is not shy of people.

KOI CARP CAPERS

By John Webly

Scveral months ago the fishery team were
informed of a possible koi carp sighting in lake
Kuratau. This was of some concern because if
they have the opportunity to breed they would
be able to ft through the debris screens on the
canal and enter LakeTaupo. Koi canhave a very
adverse impact on watcer clarity/quality’ through
feeding habits. In Lake Kuratau particularly
there was a substantial risk to the flo1a in the
lake as there are no cxotic weed species present
and Koi are plant fceders. An investigation team
was sent to look into the issuc but no koi were
found, only goid fish.This was supported by the
fact that the lake has been deained to very low
levels recently and there have been no further
sightings Koi are easy to identify by having two
prominent barbles (spikes) in the¢ corncers of
their mouth.
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The harvest sucvey will assess
amgling efforvand hanvest for
theTaupo iishery

B1o0 by:fan Milchell

HARVEST SURVEY UPDATE

By MarkVknman

The last five years have litcrally flown by since the last major Harvest Survey in
2005/06.and in July 2010 we are about to embark on our fifth major yearlong survey
Thesce surveys have been conducted every 5 years since 1990.They are expensive but
form animportant part of our monitoring to cnsurc that the £ shery is being managed
ata sustainable level.

With scveral factors influencing the wild fishery back in 2005/06 and some rough
times in terms of iish size and condition over more recent years, it will be interest
ing to see what state the fishcryis in since the last survey With data available every 5
yearsssince the first harvest survey 20 ycars ago,we will be able to assess trends in the
harvest of trout over this period. Ultimately this should ensure that the £ shery is still
being managed sustainably.

The main idea behind the project is to produce a comprehensive cstimate of the
numbecr of trout caughtand taken from the Taupo Fishery during the entire 2010/11
season. In othcr words we are trying to estimate the angler c¢ffort Chours spent
fishing) as wcll as the catch and harvest (fish killed) from the entire Lake Taupo
fishery and the inflowing tributaries over an entire ycarnWe will do this by combin-
ing acrial counts of anglers o1 both thelake and the rivers with interview data from
anglers on the ground.

Such alarge project requires a lot of resources especially in terms of staf f and we will
be employing two temporiry stff to help us with the angler interviews as scveradl
thousand anglers will be intervicwed during the year long surveyAs a resultthere isa
high probability that you will be interviewed by one of our staff and so plcase answer
any questions that they ask about your fishing as we requirc the survey to be asaccu
rate as possible. The questions at the time may scem insignificant but once the data
is analysed, the results of the projcct could have some significant implications for the
lishery in terms of how wc manage it in the future.




New Faces in the Fishery Team

RAY PACKER

Ray was born and raised in Turangi and his
father would often take him on fishing and
camping cxpeditions on Lake ‘lhupo and its
rivers, Schooling was done at’longariro High
School and at 15 he left 0 work in forestry
doing pruning and thinning. Ray then moved
into logging and relocated to Rotorua where
he worked extensivcely in the forest industry:

Eventually. he had the opportunity to train
and assess crews for their NZ Qualifications
Authority unit standards in forestry. This was
a good job but challenging becausc many st
<lems were ‘old school’ loggers who didn't
necessarily sec the benefits of further train
ing. Ray worked tor Carter Holt Harvey. EIT
and Waijariki Polytectuic oul of both Rotorua
and Napier during this time.

He moved back home to Turangi 4 ycars
ago, remarried and was fortunate ecnough to
sccure a job with the Biodiversity team in
the Turangi Taupo Arca of the Department of
Conservation before joining the Fishery team
in March this year.

RANBAL HART

Randal recently joined the D@OC taupo Fishery Team as a
Community Relations Ranger based at theTongariro National
Trout Centre. Randal retircd from the Aviation Enginecring
Industry in 2006 and after spending time working and travel
ling otfshore “retired” to Turangi (e live.

Randal. who is commonly known as “Ranger Randal”.isa dcd
icated trout angler who enjoys promoting the Taupo fishery
and the goals of D@C and the Tongariro National Trout Centre
Society. He is an active volunteer and committee member of
the Tongariro National Trout Centre Sociely and is often scen
helping out during the school and kids public fishing days.
Randal is responsible for the clay to day running of the Trout
Cenlre site and he works closely with the Tongariro National
Trout Centre Sociely to ensure visitors enjoy their TN'TC
experience. He is also involved with other activities of the
Fishery'leam and enjoys the challenges of learning ncw skills
and working in an outdoor environment.
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New Faces in the Taupo FisheryTeam

HEATH CAIRNS

Kia ora koutou, Ko Heath Cairns ahau, no Ruatahuna.

Heath recently joined the Team at the Taupo FisheryBefore this is he was
in the Navy for 20 vears, initially as an Apprentice Electronics Technician
before transferring to the Navy Dive Team for his final 15 ycars of service.
Heath left the Navy as a Warrant @fficer having enjoyed an expeaence filled
career all over the world including tours in East'limor (sub-sutfice security)
and Afghanistan (E@® - bomb disposal). @n icaving the Navy Heath worlced
predominantly as a Commetcial Dive Instructor, teaching/qualifying people
(fereign and domestic) to work on oil rigs an¥wherc in the worlld

The change in career choice to D@C was an easy one to make, being
such a community/environment fecussed organisation with values syn-
onymous with his own. The work/family life balance evident at D@C
came as a welcome change too.as life in the military and as a commercial
diver required Heath to be away from lhis family a little too often. Staff
in the TE andTaupo Fishery (now one entity) have been bringing Heath
on board and he looks forward to many vears herc¢ working towards and
makinga positive difference in this beautiful country of ours.

KAREN MOHR

Karen is working as a fish trap opera
tor and first decided to come o New
Zealand 2 years ago while working
as a resource officer in Manitoba,
Canada. She was inspired by one of
her fellow officers who had worked
asa hut warden inTongariro National
Park. Karen has worked with the
Canadian Department of Fisheries
and @ceans as a rap operator and
spent the months leading up to her
NZ departure counting millions of
sockeye salmon fry on Babine Lake
in Northavestern British Columbia.

Karen did some volunteer work for
the fishery during days off from Hut
Wardcning once she had started with D@®C and when job as a trap operator for the
fishery arose her background and qualifications matched the job description nicely
Fish trapping is good character building stuff and in her own words: “1 have been
soaked by rain, beaten up by fish, sunburnt and [ost in the woods by the trap... and
Iam Joving every minute of it”. She has also been introduced to boating on Like O,
counting smelt on Lake Taupo, opening the Trout Centre and undercover operations
so it has been a whirliwind start. Karen reckons the only thing better than the fishing
here, has been the people



FisheryTeam Farewells

STORM KEEN

I came to work for the Taupo Fishery Area just over four years ago now, fresh
out of Africa knowing more about elephants, lions, and the African bush and not
much about the central north island and teout. I cemember being most excired to
ger my appointment with the Taupo Fishery Area not realising the opportunities
that lay ahead of me. | have worked in one of the most spectacular parts of the
country with a greatteam. I've spent 3 years with thcTaupo Fishery Arca as Ranger
Service working with the Taupo District Fishing Licence Program. Dealing with
our hundred or so agents across the North Island wasa challenging and rewarding
experience. Ialso spent twelve months working with the concessions team in the
Conservation Support Unit processing and managing concessions in the Tongariro
Taupo, Wanganui,East Coast and Wellington Ilawke’s Bay Conservancies.

The experiencesind knowledge obtained has been invaluable, from learning to fty
fish, to walking in some of New Zealand's pristine bush:from jet boating down the
Whanganui River to fighting bush fires.

So with this short nore, 1 bid every one farewell,as I embark on the next chapter of
my life. I would like to thank the Department of Conservation, the Taupo Fishery
Area, our Fishery Agents and my manager and {tiend Carolyn Newell for their
support and all that you have taughtme over the last four years. 1 will ieave with
great memories and carry life experiences that I can and will always fall back on.

JULIE GREAVES

Julie began working fer the Department of Conservation
in 2003 as a 'weedi¢’ in the biodiversity team of the
‘TurangiTaupo Area. She then moved to the Fishery Atea
in 2005. Initially Julie was contracted to work as part of
the Harvest Survey team as an intcrviewer and later she
was employcd permanenty. working in a variety of roles
as a ranger, including health and safety rcpresentative
More recently she was the Area Asset Planncr looking
afver all of the visitor assets fer the tishery.

Julie had a strong background in the outdoors studying
eco-tourism and working as a tafting guicte before joining
the Department of Conservation. Her commitment as a
past volunteer for the Turangi Coastguard and St John
Ambulance werce contributorsto Julie leaving the Fishery
ream in April this year to pursue a career in nursing - a
change which she had beenkeen on for some time
Julie became well known tomany people associated with
the fishcry over the years, hersense of humour and ability
to give anything a go should stand her in good stead in
her new profession. Cheets Julz
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+ Fresh & Saltwate

B * Rect & Waders Hire
\? Fishing Licences

¢ Hunting Permits

« Fishing Cuides & Beat Chaste

* Home stay accommodation
and 24hr service

Steve and Ph/kax:
Angela Barry 07378 3714
(new owners) Mobile:

147 Tongafiro Stree( 4 0274 458 964

Taupo

* 9 self contained units
* Quiet surroundings, no traffic noise
* 100m to Tongariro Rivi
= Full facilities for fishermen
+ Spa pool

5% discount on

Jou show hisad " o

= 92 Taupahi Road, 'I'urangl
3% Phone: 07 386 7892
Fax 07 386 7890

¢ Right on the banks of the workl famous
Tongairo River,

* Inexpensive rn\'em(le accommaoriation.
Twin/Boubles from $65 per n[%h[

+ Lagge shared Kitchen/Dining Room with all fadiities.
* TV Leunge with oq:n fire and sun decks.
 Fishing guides available
15 Taupahi Road, Turangi
New Zcaland. Ph: (07) 3868
150 Fax: (07) 386 8150
Email: sbortsmansfodee®xtia.conz

rCreei Tackle Hause#__-

189 Taupahi Road, Turangi
Brian Scott: Phone/Fax 07 386 7929

@ Quality fly tying materials
@ Hire tackle
@ Open 7 days

LY FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS

Central North Island Agents for:

& ooy

e Vi o ot ¢

- Turangi €abins &

-Holiday Park

« Campervans/Caravans *Tent Sites
* 96 Budget Cabins ¢ Onsite caravans

FACILITIES INCLUDES:
« Kitiliens & diniing rooms catering for over 100 peaplle
+ faundries with jic washing machi
dryers & drying room « TY room = 88Q arca+ Table Tennis
« Childrens Piay Area *Telephone . Fish cleaning arez &
fish freeze « Caravan & boat sio1ag:

Ohuanga Rd,
PO Box 41, Turang
Ph (07) 386 8754

= Target Taupo Field &

To advertise in the

Stream Directory

Raft Fish
the Central
RINER & RAFTING Plateau

vt oF New TN aarms assocuson IRTVEIS

For Rafting and
Raft Fishin

n the Morth Island
contact: Garth and
Leigh Oakden

reephone
080010 10 24

email info@tm.co.nz
www.trr.co.nz

Kereru
L’oa’ge/’>

Tauranga-Taupo
Riverside Retreat
seciuded - unspoilt

Phone 07 386 6011
Mobite 027-4642847
Email  yerex@xtra.c0.nz




e TARATA FISHAWAY e

* ACOOMMODAT] +CUIDEN OR UNGUIDED FISHING «

Situated in Ihe remole Mokai Vally viiere the picturesque
Rangifike| River meew Ihe rugged Ruatine Ranges
Unifue trout fishing rightal our doorslep.

tecation, location, focation New! River Retreat,
Spa Balh, Homestead, Fisherman’s Cottage. Trout
Fishing, Rafting, Tramping, Spotlight Salarls,
Camp Qut’s, “Minj” GoM, Clay Bird Shooting.

Your Hosls: Frudi &
Stephen Matilock.
Ph: 06 388 0354
Fax: 06 388 0954
E: fishaway@xlra.conz

Web: www.iarataco.nz

Ken Drummond
Fly ﬁs/nhy adventures

Phone: 07 386 0411
Cell: 027 362 1051
Email: kenny@troutfish.conz
web:  www.troutfish.co.nz

273 Taupahi Rd
Turangi, New Zealand

Ph: 07 386 5441 |

Ceatribute te the wellbeing of
the icenic Tengarire River:
FISHERY + ENVIRONMENT
ACCESS* MANAGEMENT
Your vicws can be heard.

ADVOCATIS
FOR THE
TONOARIRO

RIVER

’I(amza nawa »‘Hm tre-

Delicious food
fer hungry fishermen
1[@STS: Chris and Marilyn

258 Taupahi Road
Phene 07 386 8709
Fax 07 386 8768
Email chiris_wright@tra.co.nz.

To advertise in the
Target Taupo Field &
Stream Directory
and reach 12,000 annual
fishing licence holders,
contact Peter McIntosh

on (09) 634 1800

peterincintosh@fishgamenz.conz
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@ur vision is yeur dream. “Style, functienality, cockpit space,” this superb craft has it al. Family boating

pleasure is right here. with all tastes well and truly catered for, and don't forget “THE RIDE*. The Haines

Hunter SF6640 is a new boat, designed and built from scratch. The hull is a completely new development.

The 21 degree deep V that is the standard for Haines Hunter has been taken to a new level that provides

maximum beam aft (fer stability and fishing room) combined with a tetally new appreach te the forward

sections. The fine entry provides softness in the ride. Add our famous planing strakes that provide maximum

lift for performance and dryness and we have “theride™ that only Haines Hunter boats share. The pedigree of

this design exhibits superb, vice free handling without the need for big horse power. Inside the boat is big, very big with huge
cockpit space for fishing or diving and no compromise for family cemfort. Available with the conventional fold back canopy or
the optional factory Sport Fishing Bimini Top complete with rocket launchers. This boat has excellent seated visibility with all

driving & electrenics functions at your fingertips. Spend some time and enjoy a thorough look at this all new

Haines Hunter SF660. it's a beauty.

2 ~pradcmp! [ = Haines Hunter NZ Ltd, 50 Cawley Street
L,{M{l’]u] SLQ/—LWE‘ or P.O. Box 11015, Ellerslie, Auckiand, New Zealand.

Free Phone 0508 HAINES, Phone 09 579 9681, Fax 095250173
THE SECRET IS IN THE RIDE Email soles@haineshunter.co.nz « www.haineshunter.co.nz
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FouUr stroHe

- INE PERFORITIAINCE

Compact and lightweight the Yamaha 150 Four Stroke In- line four cylinder outboard is designed to run quietly, economically and very, very cleanly.
The Double overhead camshafts and four valves per cylinder create increased air supply and volumetric efficiency mcreasmg power and performance.
The Twin Counter Balancer Shafts minimize engine vibration for a th, pl t boating exp 1ce.

New Zealand's most popular outboard has earned the reputation of being the ultra reliable, long lasting with a start every time reputation.
Invest in the a new Yamaha 150 four stroke with all the advantages.

Wy B LR For more details and technical information
| & A¥s1 1 )a) please visit 1 z t 1z
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