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KILWELL 6" FRESHWATER
TROLLING ROD WITH ALVEY
4568BMK2 REEL PRE SPOOLED
WITH LEADLINE & BACKING
READY TO FISH

$aa9Y99

Silver Creek™ Fillet & Bait Knives

Safe, reliable and durable. Designed with a titanium coated,
corrosion resistant blade, a rubberized anti-slip grip &
stainless steel safety guard. Supplied with a
molded plastic sheath with belt clip

Silver Creek™ Bait Knife
with a serrated backbone for
sawing. Blade: 4 3/8"
{11.1 ecm)

‘ $79.99
Silver Creek™ Medium =
Fillet Knife = =il

Blade: 6 3/8"
(162cm) i

Silver Creek™ Large

Fillet Knife il
Blade: 9 5/8" -
(24.4 em) =

FISHING !
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FREEPHONE 0800 486 834
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EVERY KNIFE HAS A STORY

BUCK285BK BANTAM

Easy handling, lightweight and
one-hand opening, and
lanyard hole.

BUCK450RD PROTEGE

A lightweight lockback design with a
non-slip thermoplastic

rubber handle.

BUCK110 FOLDING HUNTER
Buck's signature knife, A classic
lockback design that never
goes out of style.

BUCK119 SPECIAL

The classic large hunting knife is as
popular as ever.6” clip point
blade, Phenalic handle,
overall.

$1 29 99

MORE BUCK
PRODUCTS
IN STORE...

racks, burner dishes

$1589.

STAINLESS STEEL

Proudly New Zealand Made of quality
stainless steel, comes complete with

sieved manuka sawdust

MAGNUM 23 litre

$99.99

& genuine

99

ORIGINAL 16.3 litre
$119.99
MIDI 10 litre
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By John Gibhs
Tavpo Fishery Area Manager

Fishery Foreword

WELCOME TO TARGET TAUPO

t's amazing how quickly fi>rtunes change sometimes, and how slowly they do at
others The laupo lishery is certainly experiencing its share of changing fortunes

Onc of the positive but more gradual transitions is the improvement in trout
condition and size following the slump of the last two years I won't go in to the
details as they have been prewty thoroughly covered before and again in this issue.
Suffice to say, we arc sceing yet again the variations that occur in a wild trout fishery
subject to the vagarics of naturce and, sometimes, the influences of humans.

Ilaving experienced many of these changes over the past five decades, 'm not surpriscd
by the recovery we arc witnessing But | guess I'm also not surprised by the gloom and
doom merchants who saw the fishery in terminal collapse, It just emphasises that we
tend o-see things in the light of our own experience and imowledge. If that experience
is limited then of course we will be concerncd that maybe this is the ficst time the fishery
has beea through such a cycle. Ifwe don’t have access to the facts, we also tend to rely on
anecdote and somctimes less than reliable memory. So please take the trouble to reud the
valuable information you will find here and in earlier issucs of 7a7get Tupe

We shoulin't be surprisced that the declining cconomic fisrtunes of the country arc
being feltin the Taupofishery also. With80% of anglers being visitors, mostly domestic,
a decline in participation is incvitable when discretionary spending is so constrained
After 11 months of this current scason, we have seen year-to-clate declines of 9%, 8%
and 13% respectively for adult season, week and 24 hour licence siles. This has had a
major impact on rcvenue and we have had e cut the fshery budget by over $335,000
during the coursc of the year to keep expeunditurce within income.

Reducing expenditure by such a large amount part way through the vear isn’t easy,
While we made several operational savings, the only way to really achieve these
changes is by curting fixec costs. We did this by carrying feur vacimt positions through
the year; or 25% of our permancnt staff While we compensated to some degree with
part-time temporary staff, we have still ¢ffectively run with 3.5 less staff

Cuts likc this have noticeable impacts on the level and standard of services provided.
Onc of the significant operational savings was reducing the number of issues of this
magazine from three to two for the veac Belicve me, this has nor gone unnoticed! Al
these decisions were made reluctantly but necessarily if we are able to undertake the
cssential activities to ensure fishery sustainability and sti)] provide 4 reasonable range of
angling opportunities.

The most unfortunate aspect is that most of these constraints will continue well into
the new season. While there arc as many opinions as to how long this will last as there
are “expetts”, our best, albeit conscrvative, forceast is that licence sales will continue to
decline next ycar. Some Fish and Game regions,cspecially those with angler demographics
most akin to Taupo. arc expericncing similar impacts and this indicates the nation-wide
scope of the problem. It would be rash not to factor this into the new busincss plan. It is
also anforeunate that, although angler numbers, and therefore revenue,are declining. few
management costs decline at a similar rate if at all, as theyare often externally-diven

So it is likely that you may continue to notice the impacts of our reduced budget ever
the next season. I can assure you though, that the fishery team is totally committed to
ensuring the sustainability of this country's premier trout fishery



By Glenn Maclean

Glenn isour Programme
Manag:rJechaical Support
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The propesed Winter Limit
is At the Chff Pook

Phete by Glenn Mactean

Hopes for the Hinemaiaia

rior to the building of the lower

dam (3B dam) on th¢ Hinemaiaia

River in 1965, minbow trout from
LakeTaupo had access to the Pahikohuru
and Kakapo spawning tributaries
upstream. Concems over the possible
impact of this loss of spawning watcr on
the trout population when the dam was
built saw lishery managers permanently
close 1.5km of river downstream from
the dam, and institute a closed winter
scason upstream of the Siate Highway
bridge. This represented a very signifi
cant reduction in angling opportunity
When the Hinemaiaia Power Scheme
was re.consented under the Resource
Management Act in 2003, fish passage
provisions were included. The objective
of these was to require TrustPower to
provide access for at lcast 200 spawning
trout past the dam each winter.The intent
to increase the spawning and rearing of
rainbow trout in the llinemaiaia River,
with the underlying objective that
if successful then we would look to
increase the angling opportunity down-
strcam of the dam.
TrustPower chose (o trial a trap and
transfer approach whereby the trout
were trapped in the bypass channel,
and physically lifzed above the dam.This
trial was successful and implemented
as a long term approach in 2006, under-
taken by DOC on contract over an 8
week period each winter In addition
the spawning streams bctween 2005
and 2007 were secded annually with
approximately 20,000 fry stripped from
parents trapped in the bypass channcl,
and reared to swim up srage at Tongariro
National ‘lrout Centre.
However there is little point encour
aging fish to spawn upstream if their
progeny cannot survive passage back
downstream past the dam to the lake.
To this end we undertook a trial for
TrustPower 1o investigate the mortality

of juvenile trout passing through the
turbinc in HB powerhouse The outcome
of this trial which involved releasing live
juvenile trout down the penstock and
recapturing them after they had passed
through the turbine, was that survival
was estimated to be in the order of 98
%. In other words if the trep and transfer
project made a significant difference
to the number of juveniles produced
upstream. then the vast majority of these
should survive migration downstream
past the dam and powerhouse.

Ultimately though the project will
only be successful if it eventuates that
more adult trout return to spawn in the
Hinemaiaia River, and fishery managers
can relax the restrictions designed to
ensure the sustainability of the fishcry.in
turn creating mor¢ angling opportunity.
However assessing the number of adult
trout returning to spawn is where it.gets
more difficult.

Considerable ¢xperience indicates that
for the most part it is not possible to
routincly drift dive the Hinemaiaia River
due to a combination of poor visibility
and large amounts of instream debris.The
exception is the bypass channel which
bhas been dived monthly over winter
since 1990. However the difficulty with
counting the bypass channel is twofold.
Theoretically it is not great spawning
habitat being too shallow and the bed
too coarse. That the fish previously used
itin very high numbers may reflect more
that the rest of the t.ver may have been
even more unsuitable for spawning duc
to the flow variability This is now not
the case since the scheme is operated
under the new consents as a run of the
river operation, rether than twice daily
peaking station. Secondly if the trap and
transfer project is successful and the
fsh are trying to retucn to their natal
grounds upstream, then the 3 cumec
or more outflow from the powerhouse






Tabie 1; Average caech rate
(per aagler) of anglees inter-

is likely to be more attractive than the
0.25 cumec flow in the bypass channel.
There is some evidence of this during
the very low flows that occurred during
trapping in 2005. During this dry spell
only a handful of trout were trapped
cach day in the bypass channel until
the flows dropped to such a point that
TrustPower were required to spill from
the dam to mect their consent condli-
tions as they were worded at the time.
‘This stimulated a run of 152 fish over a
two day period and then 193 fish over
a three day spill. Prior to this these fish
were not cvident in the bypass channel
and it appears they were holding in the
main stream below the power house.
Therefore it is entircly possible that
the fishery could improve significantly
without this being reflected in counts
from the bypass channel. This in combi
nason with a short teapping period (8
weeks) also means that it is not possible
to rely on the totals trapped in the trap
and transfer projcct to indicate the
fishery status.

Another option to asscss the population
size would be to opcerate a trap at a site
previously identilied close to the State
Highway.This would provide very useful
information on run timing and popula
tion size, but we simply don't have the
signilicant resources required at present
to run an additional trap. Neither could
we run both traps on the Hinemaiaia
from a single camp as the risks of
vandalism, burglary and poaching at the
unattended trap and the difficulty of

| M e [ opcrating both rtaps at the same time
River 2003 102008 during flood flows precludces this,

WINTER | CATCH RATE ESTIMATE (PER ANGLER)
2003 0.28
2004 0.50
2005 0.45
2006 0.47
2007 0.4
2008 036

We could use angler catch rates as a
surrogatc fer fish numbers. However
catch rates are influenced by many
variables, not just how many fish are
present. For example a major factor on
this tiver is the case of fishing it which
varies greatly depending on how much
debris is in the pools. It would be diffi-
cult to attribute any variation in catch
rate which is highly variable anyway
(table 1) to the impact of the tiap and
transfer programme.

Finally we could use a tag recapture
approach by tagging a number of trout
in the lowcr river and then re-trapping
a propottion of them in the trap in the
bypass channel. Again it is very labour
irrtensive to cither trap or catch the fish
for tagging and the fact that the trap
is enly in operation for 8 weeks is also
a disadvantage in that we may miss a
significant part of the rua.
Howeverthereisanotherproactiveoption:
thatis to assumc that the programme has
been successful,and on that basis take a
calculated risk and change the regulations
to allow morc use of the fishery.The catch
1ates above are high by Taupo standards,
and given that the Hinemaiaia is gener
ally a difficult river to fish because of all
the debris present then it is likely that
these catch rates represent that the ron is
considcable.

The risk is that the spawning population
might then be subject to over harvest
affecting its sustainability However we
believe this risk is small (depending
on just how we relax the regualations)
on the basis that the combination of
fyfishing only and the amount of debris
in the river makes angling relatively inef-
fective. In the worst casce if overharvest
was then to occur we should be able to
detect it by a trend of low catch rates
relative to other Taupo rivers and diffi-
culty mceting the teapping target of 200
fish per 8 week period. We acknowledge
that we can not be absolutely certain
that the fishery can withstand additional
angling, but short of running a ttap



“test fish” ...the new “TCX” rod

(rods are available at your nearest SSel== dealer)

sageflyfish.com
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© Hunting & Fishing New Zealand, All 27 Stores 0800 486 834 www.sageflyfish.com
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Tsble 2: Length of civer
bermcen State Highway |
beidge and HE dam

Figure 1: Hincnaiaia River
between State Highway' L
bridfx and HYE diem

SECTION LENGTH (KM) | CUMULATIVE %
Bridge to suggested winter limit A 50.5
Winter limit to closed water limit 1.20 725
Permancntly closed (incl. by pass) 150 100
or other major tagging and rcecapture 1 bridge

programme we are unlikely to cver get
any better information.

It is also important to acknowledge that
an improvement may not actually be
necessary to support greater opportu-
nity; the restrictions wwere originally put
in place as a prudent but conservative
approach to'the buildingof the dam.Itis
entirely possible that more angling could
have been permitted all along, and that
the trap and transfer programme simply
provides a greater buffer to allow for this
mcreased opportunity.

How can weincreaseopportunity ?There
arc a numbcer of options but the demand
fromanglersis for more waterto f shover
winter This could be achieved by ¢ither
cextending the open season allowing
angling up to the permanently closed
water limit (figure 1) past the existing
closing datc of 31 May, and/or moving
the winter Umit further upstream from

the existing limit at the State Highway

Currently the uppcer Hinemaiaia is
heavily visited in the last tvo months
of the open season and cxtending the
open season would be highly valued.
Howecver the fish in the Hinemaiaia tyPi-
cally spawn a month or two earlicr than
other Taupo rivers and extending the
scason rums the risk of regular distur
bancc of spawning fish (and their redds)
through almost the whole length of the
river.To overcome this the season would
nced to be restricted to the end of June
or possibly July. the downside being a
return to the very limited opportunity
below the bridge over the rest of the
winter Similarly having a winter season
with a different start date to the rest
of the eastern rivers risks confusion
amongst ‘Faupo anglers.

The altemative is tomove the winter limit
upstream, the advaatage of this approach
is that the increased opportunity is avail
able over the whole winter Any limit




should be obvious and in such a locasion
that an angler can not inadvertently pass
upstrcam of this point without realising
itSeveial points were censidered but ulti-
matelywe focused on the pointshown in
figure 1.1Tis point aroimd the CIiff Pool
(where the river has previously undercut
the road as marked with orimge netiing)
is a common place for anglers to stop off
to look atthe river below.Putting the limit
here would open up a further 2.75 km of
river upstream from the bridge or 50%of
the river currently closed over winter

Moving the limit from the Highway
Bridge where it currently is to the
suggested point would therefore signifi-
cantly increase angling opportunity: on
this river over the whole of the wiater.
‘The three hydro dams often allow the
river to remain clear when other Taupo
rivers have become unfishable due
to heavy rain, and under these condi
tions the river is very highly valued.
On the downside moving the winter
limit increases the vulnerability of the
trout population to excessive harvest.

However we believe the contribution

of the trap and transfer programme in
association with the very large amounts
of in-str¢am debris which significantly
constains angling success act to reduce
this risk to an acceptable level.

On this basis we have recommended to
the Taupo Fishery Advisory Committee
(TFAC) that now that the trap and
transfer programme is well established
that greater angling opportunity be
permitted on the Hinemaiaia River AND
this increased opportunity be bought
about by moving the winter limit to the
CIliff Pool AND this change be bought
in for the start of the 2010/11 fishing
season.

The committee have endorsed this
proposal and we ar¢ now working to
amend the Taupo Fishery Regulations
2004 fer the start of the 2010 season.
‘fhis does create an. interesting situ
ajon in that the river will close at the
highway at the end of May 2010 and
then likely reopen up to the new winter
Jimit on the 1 July 2010 when the new
regulations come into force.
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Jxek, Callum aad the "Has"
Photo &) julie Greaes

By Callum Bourke
Callura is a Ranga [n our
field operitions work

Grandpa’s Fishing Hat Trophy

y grandfather Jack Bourke is

a passionate trout fishcrman

who has fished the Taupo
region fbr many. many years. Originally
hailing trom Auckland and a builder by
trade, Jack's tirst introduction to the Taupo
Fishety occuered in 1948 while working
fer Fletchers Construction building the
village at the old’Te Rangiita timber mill.
Jack used to tell me stories ofhow he and
my grandmother Doreen would go down
to the nearby TaurangaTaupo River and
see pools “black” with trout that would
gobble up anything that was thrown at
them From here developed alife long love
of the Taupo region for my geandparents,
and when the opportuinity came to take
over an old batch situated at Whareroa
on the western bays of Lake Taupo they
jumped at the chance For the next 30
odd years the Bourke family holidayed at
Whareroa and all the men folk learnt the
art of flly fishing from Geandpa Jack who
was a master angler. Night aficrnight Jack
would fish the mosth of the Whareroa
Stream and often stroll back to the batch
with a limit of fat Rainbows and Browns
that were either bottled by grandma or
smoked.
My late father Paul used to tell me that
there¢ wasnothing else to do at Whareroa
but go £shing so it wasn'tlong befere he
and his brothers Ross and Lewis became

proficient anglers who were rcady to
take on Jacks tallies.

When we were old cnough and had
“served our time" it was our turn 0 go
fishing and we quickly realised that it
wias wise to sclect our own flies without
grandpa’s help, otherwise you were ofien
given a barbless hook or a fly devoid of
any leathers. Needless to say these “f.ics®
didn't catch a lot and not surprisingly
grandpa would win the competitions.We
quickly wised up to the old boys triicks!
After many glorious ycars fishing the
“Whareroa® grandpa and grandma
moved permanently around the bay to
Kuratau where they happily reside to
this day. This opened up a whole new
fishing experience for us all as we now
had the Kuratau, Omori and Pukawa
mouths to fish which were all within
close proximity of the homestead. Using
one of grandpa's homemade silicone
smelt flies during the cay then moving
to a Craigs Nightime or Scotch Poacher
fly at night was always productive, and
1 still use similar patterns at these same
mouths todayAs a kid I used to fsh day
and night at thesc mouths and nothing
would frustrate me more than the sight
of grandpa casually strolling in beside
me te cast out his line and pull out a
fish within 5 minutes, when I had fshed
that same spot unsuccessfully forseveral



Grandpa Jack weuld etten
stroll back to the batch with
a limit of it raiinbows

and brewns

Phero suppiied

hours. Jack certainly had that uncanny
ability of being able to catch fish when
no one c¢lse could. He just scemedt to
know where they were and ¢veryone
in Kuratau kaew that if Jack was at the
mouth then the fishing wis on!

The years have rolled on and Jack (now
in his 88th ycar) docsn't get out fishing

much these days so has decided to give
up his famous flyladen fishing hatas a
family fishing trophy fisr the heaviest
trout landcd over the yeacTheflies on this
old Swandri hat have caught hundreds
of fish over the years, and a few times 1
have had to “borrow” the occasional 11y
Grandpa would often comment that my
hat seemed to be thickening while his
thinning and wondered why!

The family has grown significantly over
the last few years due te macriages and
births so Juck now has several great
grandchildren who he would dearly love
to see take up the art of fly fishing, With
the advent of this trophy I am sure there
will b many ficndly battles ahcad as
the young attempt to take on the old and
have their names permanently etched
on this special trophy:

PHONE: 07 378 7779 FAX:07 378 8166 A/H: BROCK TERRY 027 294 0411

27 NUKUHAU ST, P.O. BOX 1038, TAUPO EMAIL: sales@trevierrymaring.co.nz

@ mamiEs|EluNTER
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By Nic Edheridge

Nic is the Censer;ation
Suppert Manager for
theFongarire Taupe
Censcryancy

g s e Ay T
‘Let’s not be

Sy

oing to a fricnd's wedding in

Blenheim was a f{ine excuse

to fish the upper South Island
afterwards, which is exactly what my
brother Mark,partnerMike andI decided
to do.

After trolling through guide books and
rccollecting where we had al fshed in
the past, we decided te base ourselves
in St Arnaud in the Nelson/Marlborough
region. We booked a guide fer the first
day in the hope that some expcrt local
knowlcdge would put us in good stead
for the rest of our trip. As luck would
have it the heavens opened and the

compl

-

cent!

rivers discoloured fast, thus we put our
guide off for as long as possible and set
about to find clear water to fish. This
led us to the virtuially floodpraof upper
Buller which drains from Lake Rotoiti.
That plan was great - had the mighty
Buller not been riddled with didymo!

Fishingamongst didymowasa newexpe-
ricnce for us. We were really nervous
about using our gearand taking didymo
back to the North Island. The sense of
responsibility we felt for nottransferring
didymo to the North Island overshad
owed our fishing experience on the day

For those of you who haven't had the



We getonto a number of
browanies des pitethe didymo
and discoloured watee
Photo by Mike Bodie

e,

Lcfe and above: N u waot this in yeur fiver?
- didsrmo in full bloem near St Aenaud
fhotos &y Mike Bectie

(dis)plcasure of fishing in rock snot,
it is surprisingly grippy when wading,.
Almost like walking on carpet. But apart
from that the downsides were obvious.
The surprisingly teugh didymo filaments
hooked our flies on almost every dritt,
there was a reéduction of fishable water
due to shallower slower runs where
trout would otherwise take refuge being
clogged with didymo blooms, and it
simply looks ugly.

During our tiavels we were impressed
with the vast number of“Check, Clean,

Dry” signs dotted about the countryside.
However, despite Fish and Gamc’s best
cfforts at informing pcople didymo still
seems to be spreading fast through the
South Island.

Depending on what you value when
fishing, didymo may not completely
diminish your experience. But it sure
did in our case! We felt an incredible
sense of appreciation that it wasn’t in
our local rivers back home in the North
Island. I'd like to belicve dhat all anglers
value our didymo free waters here With
the economic downturn and the Taupo
fshery recovering after some below
aveiage seasons,the last thing the fishery
needs, or any other region for that matter,
is didymo!We ,and when I say “we”I mean
all of us - users, fishery managers, visitors
and locals alike, must not be complacent.
Wemust remain ever vigilane to clean and
dry our geag inform visitors and ensure all
agencies involved take the risk of didymo
arciving here very seriously

Going back to the South Island , there
are of course somc rivers which have
managed to escape the clutches of
didymo. rheWangapeka is one suchriver.
Our teusty guide gotus onto.a number of
brownies, despite the high and slightly
discoloured water. So didymo aside you
can still fiind top quality fishing with
trout aplenty, but lets all do our bit to




Lzarge hungey €ds
at StArnaud
firoro By Nic Etkerid ge

keep it that way:.
Finally a tip for anyone visiting St Acnaud

Bespite the bestefforts at - il trout“prove hard to tempt due to
informing pevple didyvme still
scems o be spreading (st
through the South Island wonderful geoup of tuna, or long fin ecls,

Phonte by Mike Bedie that live under the boat ramp at Lake

flooding, didymo, or whatever, there is a

Looking after the Lake
. Keép to five knots (walking pace) within " Stop the spread of waterweeds. Protect
5 200m of the alwi‘r,orw]lhlnﬂml _ * the lake by cleaning your boat and

“ another boat o swimmer, | s - traller before lauriching.

wm Waterski beach starts ase only allowed . i eel fshing. Eel (tuna) are protected

in the national park, The oldest ccls in

e e L P the country live here. The exls do not

with black and erange striped poles.

. mcnmmmnmumwmofw
Department of Conservation © - * Jﬁ,mmdnu“muﬂwmmﬁ
6 ﬂrﬁwm z / . b‘ mmmmﬂanmmulaw

Help stop the spread of Didyma

PROTECT OUR WATER s

Rotoiti! These large fish are not shy and
are very hungey.  But remember, because
these beautiful fish live in Nelson Lakes

ational Park they are fully protected, so
no hooks. photos only.




Precision Trout - Western Drifter {90’}

The "Western Drifler” was engineered to meet the
chaltenges of "bigwatet”. The modified Rechet2 Taper
loads with a minimum of lire for easy pick-ups and
quick shots to tiiose fast water pockess, but will also
reachoutwith ease fr longer casks.

COoRTLANS

444 SL Classic - Steady Sink Type 2,3,6 (907)
444 5L (Specialized Line) is Cortlang’s universal fly
line to suit most of your fishing situations. Designed for
those anglers that require accurate distance casting.
iffer outer finish.

Built on braided I'I):ﬁl_l_‘l COMe US|

Fish. ..

may not be mental giants, but scmetimes they can be the devil to catch
And when they're playing hard to get, you need every advantage.
To be precise, you need the “Precision” advaniage! The new
Cortland Precision Series fly lines can give you the edge,
with a line to meet almost any fiy-fishing challenge.

sh lied,
effortless long cast determines

- your success in fly fishing. You -

can more easily achieve this by
taking advantage of the advanced
characteristics of 444 SL Classic
Fly Lines. Developed specially for
anglers concerned with distance.
casting and overcoming wind, the
444 5L Classic is a Specialized
Line produced from a unique
formula that provides a greater
degree of stiffness than other
lines on the market. This fedture
reduces friction caused by line
sag between the guides, thus
increasing the efficiency and
- distance of your cast.

Precision Clear Camo

Freshwater - Intermediate (90')

Afull intennediate (1.25-1.75IPS) all condilieas fly line,
featuring Cortland's Rocket 2 Tapper An excellent still
water line tiiat has found a huge fotowing inmany
locations regardless of temperalure Remains supple
inthe coldest of conditions while sfil able to withstand
dlazing heet

444 SL Classic - Floating (WF-105/DT-90")

444 SL (Specialized Ling) is Cortland'’s universal fly
line to suit most of your fishing situations. Designed for
those anglers that require accurate distance casting.
Built on braided nylon core using a stiffer outer finish
for smooth effortless casts and exceptional durability.

ALL PRODUCTS AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL TRCKLE STORE
ROBERT A CONAGHAN (NZ) LTD: 47 NORMANBY RO, MT EDEN, AUCKLAND PH: 09 638 6100

ALEXTO SPORTS 2000 LTD: 624 KAIKORAI VALLEY RD, DUNEDIN PH O3 488 4962




By Ju.it Graaves

Julie is eur Technical Sitpport

Arca Asser Plannee and

loeks aficrvisiter asscts and

structures for the: Area

Top: Log jams such as this

oncio heWaipa Stream aec a

serious burrikr to
sPAWNINgG treut.
Photo by fulic Greaves

Access for every Angler...and Fish

have bcen working hard
over the 2008 summer season
to not only ensure you cin
access your favourite fishing possics, but
also to clearthe rivers ready for the influx
ofspawning trout this wintcc
You wouldhave to agree it was afantastic
summer weather wisc. Lots of sun and the
rightamount of riin which made for great
growing weather While a hot summer is
perfect for holidaymakers it means a lot
morc hours behind a scrub bar fer our
rangers.The weeds just go crazy'!!
We started before the Chestmas period
clearing popular tracks where the vegeta-
tion growth was rampant.These included

tracks along the Tauranga Taupo and
llinemaiaia rivers. The Tauranga Taupo
track travels mainly through blackberry
and grassy areas and they can become
completely overgrown in a single
summcr season. Itis very dif ficult to naw-
igate your way up a trail when the grass
and blackberry is up to your arm pits, let
alone trying not to gcet your lishing rod
and waderssnagged - so it's out with the
scrub bars.

A few days on the end of a scrub bar
and we were walking up the 1T wack
more freelyAt the same time more tres
pitss signs werc enccted along the track
to help remind anglers to stick to the



A few days on the ¢ad of
a serub bur opened up the
TaurangaTaupe track
Phute by juire Greaves

track and not take short cuts across the
adjacent privaie land.Once the Tauranga
Taupo was completed we dealt to the
Hinemaiaia which is also 2 popular
track for anglers and walkers over the
Christmas holidays

Newsignswere crectedon the'longariro
River Some signs must have a habit of
jumping out in front of mountain bikers.
We also insralled steps down to the
MajorJones Pool to make it casier to get
down the bank.The Red IHut and Major
Jones bridges as well as the Kowhai
board walk had their decking replaced
or repaired and we took the opportunity
to make other minor rcpairs.

Other work over summer included

having morc visible lake edge marker
posts for boat anglers. These white/
black/yellow poles indicate the 300m
exclusion zone around the mouths of
many tributaries:md streams During th¢
summer season many of them need 10 be
repositioned or replaced depending on
the level of the lake or where the stream
mouths have shifted to. Encroaching
vegctation can also limit visibility to
houtics so this gets cleared at the same
time. The back of Your fishing licence or
the Taupo Fishery regulations informs
you ibout the streams and rivers where
thuse fishing restrictions cxist.
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Not the place w be working
without 2 harness 2nd well
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anchored rope.waiotaka
Garge 2089,
Phete by Julic Greaces

As we hitautumnw econcentrited on the
track vegetason clearance again ready for
the influx of winter anglers. This ycar the
triucks were maintained by our ringers
instead of contractors to cut costs. The
Fishery Area was very fertunate to have
our neighbours up the hiil at Whakapapa
give us as helping hand this season
Whakapapa Area in the Department of
Conservation employs a dedicated team
specialising in maintaitning their assets
on the mountiin, including the tracks
and structures. Whakapapa staff indi-
cated they would like the opportunity to
experience working in othes areus of the
department and the Taupo fishery were
delighted to accept their offer. On one
hot autumn’s day in the middle of Marcl:
a team of ten DOC.staff frem Whitkapipit
nailed the vegetation cutting along the
entire length of theTaurangalilupo’lrack.
A big thanks is owed to the track team at
Whitkapapa for this.

At the moment Taupo Fishery staff
are continuing to work hard cutting
tracks. Work along the Tongariro and
Hinemaiaia rivers was completed
by the end of April. This included

SR S B

extending the track below Belatours
Pool on the Tongiriro River With the
willows removed in the lower section
of the Tongariro this created the oppor-
tunity e cwt a short length of track
from the end of Griuces Road adjacent
to Delatours Pool and link ditectly with
the cleared banks downstream This will
create further angling opportunities
downstream, a <tuiet place to go for a
wilk «svay from the crowds.

While itisimportant to clear access tracks
for anglers it is just as ¢ssential to ensure
access for trout to their spawning habitat.
Regular inspections on the spawning
rivers and streams take place several
times a year. Often sections that have to
be checked are located in the upper parts
of the t.vers where the flow has carved
deep gotges River gorges are susceptible
to trees and other debris falling from
above or being sweptdown ini flood cre
ating log and rock jams.lhese can often
become impassable for trout preventing
them from swimming futther upstccamto
prine spawning ateas.

When a log or rock jam is found I orga-
nise a small specialised team.This reamn



consists of Glenn Maclean, Callum
Bourke, Rob Hood and myself. Our
mission: to search and destroy any
barrier that might block the way for the
anmual spawning migration!!!

Two separate operations took place
just after last winter and this summer a
further one was undertaken to remove
a log and rock jam discovercd in the
Waiotaka Gorge.

Removing log jams consists of either
cutting them up by chainsaw or using
explosives. Getting into the gorge to
remove these log jams is not a simple
matter Luckily we have the expertise
of a professional abscil contractor Terry
Blumhardt. Ifaving a very reliable and
thorough person like this on board
means piecc of mind for all of those
involved when you are hanging oft the
end of a rope.

Finding the best place to dropinto the
gorge can be tricky enough lct alone
finding suitable anchors the tie ropes
to. Generaliy only two or three staff are
scnt down the cliiY te the cold depths of

the gorge. Once they have reached the
bottom Terry himself traverses down to
set up more ropes and anchors in the
gorge. In turn these ropes ensure we
don’t get washed away if we lose our
footing or the log jam collapsc¢s whie we
arc working on it. It is often hard, cold
work dearing such blockages though it’s
cvery boys dream (and some girls!!) to
blow things up and very satisfying to see
trout surging upstream within munutes of
cClearing the obstriction.

As you can sce it is very important to us
that you ¢n access your f2vourite fishing
spots. Unfortunatcly, over the winter
period we expect tracks to be affected
by floods and high winds. We have staff
out through the winter covering the
rivers checking licences and surveying
anglers and they often discover these
obstacles Howeverif youf.nd somcthing,
perhaps part of the track washed away
for cxample or blocked by a fallen tree,
just let us know'T'hat way we can keep
the fishery as open and accessible as
possible for all anglers. .. .aud fish.

Talk to the Expers . . .

Developments NZ Fly Fishing Team.
First time in the history of these even
o rs have ever had five first places
by a fish count back.

It's nice to know you're getting expert advice at Rod

& Reel on your favourite spart.

worth $10.90 with adult
Tapo Season Licence, Plus

and hot orange bead tungsten flies. \‘

20-22 Melrose St. Newmarket. Ph09-520 0307 E: sales@rodandreel.conz  W: www.rodandreel.co.nz
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By Glenn Mackan

A typicsl fish
50 far this winter
Pboto by Glenn Maslean

On the Way Up

s discussed in “From One

Extreme te Ancviber” on page S|,

he winter spawning run in 2008
was a low point in the recent history
of the fishery Despite some encourag
ing indications to the contrary carly
last winter, it ended the lowest rainbow
run with the smallest, poorest Fish, The
question being was this the bottom or is
worse to come? Fortunately all the indi-
cations are the fermer

The reasons fer the decline are reason-
ably well understood, at least in terms of
what happened. In 2005 the lake didn’t
fully mix over winter which meant that
the uge amounts of nutricnts stored in
the bottom witers were not returned to
the surface where all the life is. If you
like this particular farm missed out on
being fertilised in 2005 with the inevi-
table result. Nutrients like nitregen and
phosphorus are important building
blocks for life, without them the small
plants in the water (phytoplankton)
can’t grow: Fewer plants mean less for
the little animads (zooplankton) to eat,
and in turn less zooplankton meuns less
prey lor the smelt. Inevitably the smelt
population ctashed and as the staple
diet ferTaupo trout then so did the trout
population.

‘There weren't huge numbers of treut
but there were too many for the avail-
able food. These trout did poorly and
50 had no extra to put into growth, and
many ncver reached the then minimum
size limit of 43cm. It was frustrating, we
needed to increase the harvest of trout
to improve the condition of the remain-
ing fish, but in fact having got into this
situation the size limit protected them
instead.,

Onc thing we leacnt was chat this check
on production took longer to work
through the system than we initially
would have thought, laking three years
to come (o a head. With the benefit of



hindsight this 5 most likely a conse-
quence of smelt having a 2 year life cycle
and so two year classes were impacted
by the shortage of food in 2006

However since 2005 the lake has mixed
again each winter, and so we would
expect the lake ecosystem to be return-
ing te normality, much like the ripples

fcom a stone castinto a calm pond will
quickly recedc into the distance. And
this is what we arc sceing.

For the first time in several years smelt
(often in dense shoals) were apparent
around the shoreline through spring
and summec It is difficult to comparc
the average size of trout in the lake last
summer as we had a 40cm size limit
in placce for the first time, but anglers
regularly commented on the improved
condition of the trout they were catch-
ing. It was also noticeable that these fish
feught hact as we associate with Taupo

'hings are loeking upon
Taupo rivers
Pboto by Glerne Madlecn
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Steve Dickson from Deury:
with y ypicat Liketaepe
rainbow this summ.er
Lirao L) fudie Greaves
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trout, and this wias not the case the
previous yeucr This improvemem was
reflected in the creel data we collected
which showed an average condition
factor for the fish kept by anglers of 41.1
compared to 39.6 the previous summec
While many of these trout were small
as 2 conseduence ol being the progeny
of late spawners and therefore younger
than they would have been a decade
ago, the facr that they are in good condi-
tion means they will grow:

In turn this improvement has also been
evident amongst the early run spawn
ing fish in the rivers. By and lurge they

are not big fish though amongst the
catch are some very solid fish. However
they are generally in good to very good
condition albeit there is still an occa
sional maiden fish which has struggled,
indicating that the recovery isnot conr
plete yet. At the end of the day some
tired specimens will also have survived
from last winter so we expect some
poor fish to still be present. In terms of
the winter spawning runs small flurries
hive occurred when conditions have
been conducive over recent months,
particularly in the smaller rivers.
However as I write this on the 11th
June a damp 24 hours has causcd the
Tongariro (0 spring to life. Given the
move over recent years towards later
spawning and the small size of the fish
in the lake over summer then it is highly
likely that the main runs are still several
months away

‘This pattern of later spawning ciuses
scveral issucs. not least that the fish are
younger and thercfore smaller in the
lake over summer. However it is impor
tant to realise that thisis a separate issue
to the poor growth that occurred in the
last couple of years is a consequence
of the luke not mixing. Depending on
the outcome of our genetic studies and
what anglers ultimately want we may be
able to do something about this issuc
but that'sa ycar or two away yet,

Weare not suggesting the improvement
is complcte but it's definitely well under
way and( things should continue to get
betterAs highlighted in “dve Ewrly Rt
Trout Larger” page 36, the young fish
in the lake will continue to grow over
winter and the average size of maiden
trout in the spawning runs steadily
increase as the ycar slips by Time to get
out and enjoy theTaupo Fishery.



Old fly patterns no
working any more?

Shhhsss . . . don’t tell too many others!!!

& Ulthuate €99

Otters Soft Milking Eggs
You'll never fish a glo bug again after trying Otters soft miiking eggs. We’ve never seen a more realistic egg
pattern than this and what’s more i€’s soft so you’ii get better hook ups and land more fish.

P
!" & The Fast Water £99
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Epoxy Eggs Laced with Tungsten

When you need to get down in deeper pools or pecket water this istheily for you, heavy streamlined and deadly.

Batman Nymph
Spawning rainbows are suckers for purple, andthe batman nymph js loaded with cnough triggers to
get the bload flowing on any rainbow.

Purple Egg Sucking Leech
1f the batman nymph isn’t purpic enough then try swinging this puppy through a posl. The
farge soft webby hackles, cpoxy cgg head and vibrant purple colour make this a lethal weapon for
spawning rainbows.
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By Mark Venntan
Mark is.our Progranune
Miwager, Field Opeeations

and manages our day to day
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seitivities e the lekd

Fish that go “Beep”

he rate at which trout grow

alwaysgeneratesinterest amongst

both scientists and anglers alike.
Although trout in lake Qtamangakau
originated Lugely from Taupo stock they
have tended to grow much larger than
those in Taupo. Its not so much a cuse
of them gtowing faster but living longer,
continuing to grow alter each spawning
event unlike theirTaupo cousins.
In order to measure the growthof trout
in Lake Otamangakau we have over
recent winters captured several hundred
rainbow and brown troutin our fish trap
on theTeWhaiau Stream-and inserted PIT
(Passive Intcgrated Tiansponders) tags
into them. Each €£sh is then individu
ally recognisable with its own specific
number These fish were then released
to continue on their spawning migtation
and after a year “on the run” re-measured
w hen they returned to the fish tiap once
again. Not only does this allow us to see
how much they had grown over the vear,
but we canalso determine what percent
age of tugged fish survivedand compare
the date they return with when they
werce tagged amongst other things. This
programme is ongoing but this article
provides some initial answers to these
questions and attcmpts to unlock further
some of the secrets o f Luke Otaniangikiu
trout, and make some comparisons to
their cousins in nearby Lake Taupo.
During winter 2007, a rotal of 202
rainbow trout were tagged by fishery
staf € Each fsh was measured, weighed,
sexed and classed by maturity before
having a 23mn PIT tag inserted under
their skin 1o theside of their dorsal fi). All
of this infonation was then tansfeired
to our data book in the caravan.We were
also Fi¢en to know how long they spem
spawning above the trap and so scanned
the kelts (spent trout) as they collected in
the downstream pen on their way back to

the lake On average the rainbows spent
24 days (+/4.5 duays) spawning above the
trap. Having nm a similar project in the
Wiipa Stream (tributary of the Tongariro
River near Rangipo) we found that rain-
bows there spent an average of 28 days
(+/-1.5 days) but were much mote influ-
enced by floods when choosing to retum
downstream. The difference of course
wits that ninbows spawning in the Waipa
stream had already spent several months
in theTongariiro River te getthere, where
as the fish captured in the Te Whaiau trap
are fresh from the lake

QOne of the questions we feund interest
ing was whether trout retura to spawn
again the next year on or near the same
date or whether environmental facters
such as floods or colder temperatures are
the key stimulants. By looking at the dates
fish were ragged in 2007 and the dates
that fish returned to the trap in 2008,
we were surprised to see that most fsh
requen after an average of 359 days (+/-
1.7 days) On average this is just 6 days
short of 1 yearand tends to suggest that it
is more of a“body clock”than an environ-
mental intluence. There is no doubt thae
fish move as flood levels rise and recede
and as temperatures drop but they seem
to know when to retum with a couple
of fish returning after exactly 365 days!
Interestingly, this is almost idemical 10
the time taken by Waipa fish ro return
which overall was 359 days (+/-4.4 days)
with the Waipa fish having to complete a
much longer spawning trip.

In terms of survivil, 33 of the 202 fish
tagged were detectedalive one year later
but this is likely to be a significant under-
estimate as we had technical difficul-
ties mid way through the project which
meant some fsh were noescanned.Other
fish may also huve spawned downstream
of the trap and remained undetected or
passed over the trap during the six sig



Pit tags altow us to monitor
Sish growth cates and
spawniog ducation

Pboto by fobn Webo

nificant f.ood events last wintet It will

be interesting to see how many of these
missing fish in fact show up this winter
However, on the up side we managed to
buildan easy to usc measuring board with
an inbuiltscanner thatcould scanthe fish
whilc is length was being recorded. Only
2 tagged fish were captured and killed
by anglers that we know of, with one
being captured in I.ake Te Whaiau during
January 2008 and the other in the Te
Whaiau canal during May 2008. However
as these fish were not marked exter
nally it is likely that a number of them
were caught and released again without
anglers knowing that they were tagged.

From our trapping data we know that
mature trout grow from one year to
the next. However, how much indi
vidual fish grow was an unknown as
we couldn't identify specifi.c fish, and
so could only look at the data grouped
by ycar classes. By PIT tagging these
fish we can calculate individual growth
rates and split these by the maturiry of
the fish to see at which stages the most
growth occurs As expected, the great

est amount of post spawning growth
occurs after the first spawning cvent
and although fish continuc to grow after
each spawning event, this drops away as
the fish gets older Regaining condition
is more of a challenge for older fish and
so the drop in growth is not surprising.
Maiden fish spawning for the first time
in 2007 grew by an average of 43mm
(+/-7mm) and increased in weight by an
average of 0.36kg (+/-0.06kg). Some f sh
however managed (o increase in size
from 50-80mm with onc female rainbow
increasing by 130mm and 0.95kg dutiing
348 days. This equates to a growth rate
of approximatcly 11mm permonth on a
largely insect bascd dict, and highlights
the variation that occurs between indi-
vidualsThis is one of the aspects we arc
keen to get a better grasp off as the pro-
gramme continues, are these particular
individuals that grow faster the key to
the trophy fishery or not? Only 2 maiden
fish shrunk in size but this was by no
more than 10mm during the } year
period.

Incomparison,asaniple ofmaidenWaipa
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The pit 1ag ts genely ingerted
below the dorsal fia
Photo by idike Nicholson

fish that returned again in 2008 had only
grown on avetage 11mm (+/3.6mm)
during the entire year! A small number
also shrunk slightly by a few millimetres,
but overall the post maturation growth
wits nowhere near as good as that of
Lake Otamangakau fsh. Given the poor
conditions that existed in Iake Taupo in
2008 it is perhaps surprising that they
even grew at all. The best increase in
growth was 35Smm by a male that hap-
pened toreturn to the Waipa trap site in
the fastest time - 31 9 days.

It was encouraging to see that despite a
lot more smallerfish (410 to 430 mm) in
the run in recent winters that these fish
grow by an average of 80mm over the
next year However, there was a notice
able difference between fish spawn
ing for the first time when they were
between 400 & SOOmm in length and
those greater than SOOmm in length. On
average, maiden trout less than SO0mm
increased in length by 64mm while

those larger than this only increased by
26mm. This would tend to suggest thit
although some fish arc bigger when they
f.rst spawn, growth is limited afteawirds
while good growth cin be obtained if
you spawn while still reasonably small.

During winter 2008, we also PIT tagged
200 brown trout to help us further
understand this population. These fish
ire now returning to spawn again in the
‘I'e Whaiau Stream and so we will be we
will be able to tecord when they arrive
and also how much they have grown,
just as we have done with the rainbows.

The ongoing plan is to continue to tag
200 maiden tainbows and 100 brown
trout cach winter As the number of
tagged fish increases along with the
number; of records fer individual fish
this should allow us to further unlock
how these trout grow over their lifetime
and hopefully better understand what
makes for a trophy fish in this lake.
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By John Webb

John is the Programme
Manager, Community
Relations

here can be little doubt that the
Taupo region offers a wide variety
of trout angling opportunities.
During the winter there is exceptional
wet fly and nymph fishing, top quality

wilderness and dry fly fishing in the
summer with the region’s lakes offering

a wide array of angling for boat owners.

However, there is another form of very
successful angling that a smaller group
pursue - river mouth night fishing.

Although night fishing is not for every-
one, it can be a very exciting and pro-
ductive way to catch trout. Generally
speaking most night anglers target the
currents or 'rips’ where streams or rivers

enter the lake. These do not have to be
large. A culvert emptying storm water
into the lake will be enough to entice
trout into the shallows at night.

From a trout perspective, frequenting
these rips is beneficial for a number of
reasons - food, oxygen and water tem-
perature are three of the key ones. Small
fish and smelt will often shelter within
the mouths of rivers and streams and
they sometimes carry large quantities of
aquatic and terrestrial insects. All of this
is prime trout food. If stream catchments
begin in the high country or are spring
fed (which many Taupo rivers are) the
water will often be cool and carry good



quantities of dissolved oxygen. This is of
particular significance in the summer
when the fringes of many lakes warm,
In this circumstance, trout will seek the
cooler water either at greater depth or in
these rips. There is however a trade off
to be faced by trout at river mouths. Rips
are often shallow making them more
visible and therefore vulnerable during
the day. However, all this changes when
night falls and they can hide under the
cover of darkness.

Many of the rivers and streams that
enter lakes in the Taupo region are
denoted by a marker pole of black and
vellow or black and white stripes. This
indicates that nothing but fly fishing is
permissible within 300m of the where
the stream enters the lake. With the
exception of the deepwater mouths at
the Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo deltas
fly fishing from a boat is not permitted
either. As a consequence night fishing
rips in the Taupo fishery is almost solely
a foot-based fly fishing pursuit. In fact
this is why the restrictions exist, to
give shore anglers a fair go. There are
many places that are renowned for
good night fishing. Some of the more
popular rips around Lake Taupo include
the mouths of the Waihaha River,
Whangamata Stream (Kinloch), Mapara
Stream (Whakaipo Bay), Waitahanui
River, Waipehi Stream, Tauranga Taupo
River, Waiotaka River, Waimarino River,
Pukawa Stream, Omori Stream, Kuratau
River and the Whareroa River. A few
hardened anglers also make the most of
the Tongariro Delta but this is more of
an adventure in the dark.

Safety is of the utmost importance when
night fishing. It is dark and many stream
mouths have sharp drop-offs into the
lake. This, coupled with the current
created by the rips themselves, means
that caution should be exercised when
night fishing. Prior to night fishing, visit
the rip during daylight hours or go with
an angler who has first hand knowledge
of the rip to get an understanding of

the environment and its dangers. As dis-
cussed later, this is necessary anyway in
order to decide what fishing tackle and
flies would be most appropriate for that
particular rip. Also, wear a wading belt,
particularly if you plan to fish the drop-
offs.

If there is one drawback with night
fishing it is that it tends to be gov-
erned by conditions more than other
angling types. Most anglers that enjoy
night fishing will always be looking at
three things, the phase and rise times
of the moon and the wind conditions.
It is a myth that you will not catch
trout when there is a moon, however
fishing will definitely be a lot harder.
Just as trout feel vulnerable during
the day in the shallows, they feel so at
night on a bright moon, particularly in
the smaller rips. In larger rips such as
the Waitahanui or the Tauranga Taupo
where there is a greater area of ripple
and greater depth, trout will feel more
hidden and therefore safer during the
day or on a moon. The rise time of the
moon is also critical when consider-
ing a night fish. In Taupo waters fishing
must cease between midnight and Sam.
Therefore, if the moon rises after mid-
night, its phase is irrelevant and fishing
can proceed. Furthermore as fishing is
permissible from 5am and if you are
a morning person, an early morning
night fish can be excellent. As a rule of
thumb though, if you are fishing a small
to medium rip and the moon phase is
anywhere between quarter and full, the
fishing will be hard.

Wind is the other major factor to con-
sider when night fishing. If the wind is
in your face and it is strong enough to
put a chop on the lake, casting will be
difficult and particularly if you are using
a floating flyline it will be pushed in
the direction of the waves, and a strike
can be difficult to detect. Fishing is
also unpleasant in these conditions. At
small shallow rips the wave action also
creates a surge under the water surface

29



Commonly used night flies

(from left to right)
Craigs Night-time,
Fuzzy Wuzzy,
Luminous Dollfly,
Black Marabou,
Woolly Bugger.
Photos by Jobm Webl

that trout do not enjoy. They will there-
fore remain deeper and fishing will be
harder. Some anglers prefer to fish on
nights when there is a light breeze
blowing that puts a small ripple on the
water as they believe trout will feel
safer under the ripple. This preference
is not without merit because trout will
often ‘hide’ under ripple particularly in
the river environment. However, in my
experience so long as the night is dark
it makes little difference to the fishing
SUCCCSS.

So the best nights for fishing are those
that have light winds, or the wind behind
you and it must be dark, the darker the

better. Nights with no moon and an over-

cast cloud cover are best.

When trout come into rips at night
they tend to feed throughout the water
profile. In this way, it is not critical that
your flies are on or near the bottom as
is the case during winter river fishing.
This has an effect on the choice of
equipment you use. It has already been
established that night fishing at rips is
primarily a fly fishing pursuit but the
type of rod, flyline and terminal tackle
can be as varied as with any other form
of angling The key thing when choosing
the correct rig is the type of rip you are
fishing, primarily its size and the type

of lake bed. In general, if you are fishing
small shallow rips with a rocky bottom
you will need a floating flyline with a
short leader and small flies. In large rips
with a sandy bottom you would use a
medium-fast sinking line with a longer
leader and large flics. These are the
two extremes and you will find there is
everything in between.

Personally, I try to match the length of my
leader to the depth [ am fishing - espe-
cially when using a floating flyline. This
will cover the water profile from top to
bottom as the fly slowly sinks. I seldom
drop below a 1.0m leader length (about
one third of a rod length) or exceed a
2.5m leader length (about three quarters
of a rod length). Leader material varies
between anglers and comes down to
personal preference. As fishing is being
carried out at night, there is little point
in using fluorocarbon leader and 1 gen-
crally use standard 3.5kg mono for all
applications. If you are targeting large
brown trout lifting the test weight to
4.5kg might be preferable. You should
always have a small torch or headlamp
with you.This is essential for re-rigging,
landing fish and if you are using them,
making luminous flies glow.

Many different fly patterns are suc-
cessful as night flies. Woolly Bugger,




Fuzzy Wuzzy, Craigs Night-time, Scotch
Poacher, Booby flies, Marabou flies and
Rabbit flies are all well proven night
patterns - and there are others. Smelt
flies such as Ginger Mick, Grey Ghost
and Jack Sprat can be very effective at
twilight, particularly during the summer
months. Black, olive, brown and red are
the best colours to employ for a night
fly. Size tends to vary depending on
where you are fishing although most
patterns used for night fishing are tied
on a size 6-10 hook. Flies tied on large
hooks are heavier and will sink more
quickly. This may become a factor for
snags if you are fishing a rocky delta
like the Mapara or Waipehi mouths. A
very successful pattern, particularly
on rainbow trout is the luminous Doll
Fly. This is simply a standard Doll Fly
but tied with luminous tape for the
body that glows in the dark when held
closely under a light source. In fact,
luminous tape or beads are often incor-
porated into many patterns by night
anglers and they definitely add a new
dimension to the attractiveness of a fly.
For example a long shank size 6 Black
Marabou tied with luminous tape for
the body is long and sleek in the water
and the luminous body shining through
the marabou filaments gives the fly

the illusion of movement. It can be a
lethal pattern, especially during the late
summer when trout are feeding vora-
ciously on smelt.

Many anglers only use one fly when
they night-fish, but I prefer to usce two as
long as too much gear isn't being lost to
snags.As is the case in the many forms of
fly angling, providing choice to the fish
can improve success. A good example
of this is when targeting both brown
and rainbow trout at the same time.
Although brown trout can be caught
with a luminous fly, this docsn't happen
often. If browns are known to be in the
area you should try fishing a trailing size
6-10 Woolly Bugger or Fuzzy Wuzzy 30-
40cm behind the luminous fly. These
will catch the browns but the rig will
also be attractive to rainbows giving the
best of both worlds.

Where you fish in relation to the rip is
largely a matter of personal preference
or which spots haven't been taken by
others. However, it is important to ‘read’
the rip and place yourself in the best
position possible. One of the first things
to look at when you arrive at a rip is
which way it is moving into the lake.
Always stand on the side to which the
rip is turning if you can. For example if
the rip goes out into the lake and turns
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A brace of nice Taupo

rainbows taken night Ashing
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Plyesier By forlns Wieldls

to the left, fish on the left hand side,
your flies will then either cross the rip
ar be on its edge during the retrieve.
Some anglers like to fish right in the rip
itself and this can be very productive in
the winter when the fish are running to
spawn. The fringes of rips can be very
successful also. Here, trout can gain the
benefits of the rip but do not expend
great quantities of energy by sitting in
the main current. Because of this, stand-
ing just outside of the main rip and
casting along its edge is a good choice
of position.

When you first arrive at a rip there is
no need to wade deeply - knee deep

is ample. There is an old saying among
night anglers - “fish your feet first” and
this is very true. On a dark night trout
become very brazen and will come right
in to very shallow water. I have seen
many good fish taken in less than 50cm
of water and very close to the end of the
rod. Generally speaking, wading deeper
than mid-thigh is not necessary and in
fact can be detrimental to the fishing
by spooking fish out into deeper water,
There are exceptions such as targeting
drop-offs, and if you fish the shallows
without success then slowly moving
deeper can be explored.

The basic method of fly fishing at night

S,




is to cast out into the lake, wait 10 to 15
seconds for the flies to get below the
surface and then employ a slow retrieve.
The process is then repeated. To this
end a weight forward floating flyline or
shooting head if you are using a sinking
flyline are the best choices. The butt of
the rod will be held under the elbow
and the retrieve will be performed by
the opposing hand. The tip of the fly
rod should be kept close to the surface
of the water so that the flies behave as
naturally as possible.

The retrieval of the flyline is an essential
part of night fishing. Finding the right
speed of retrieval can take a little time
but is worth it. Sometimes a retrieve is
not necessary at all At large rips “heave
and leave’ is sometimes employed
where the cast is made and the flies are

left to sit and bob in the current until
a strike occurs, although a very slow
retrieve will usually be more success-
ful. Usually however, a retrieve is under-
taken and if the retrieve is too slow or
too fast, fishing success can be limited.
In general a slow figure 8 retrieve at
around one hand cycle per second will
be successful. However this may necd
to be varied, For example if targeting
brown trout with a large dark fly a very
slow retrieve can be more successful,
or,if you are targeting rainbow trout on
the edge of darkness with a smelt fly a
very fast retrieve using the line strip-
ping method can reap rewards also. 1f
you haven’t had a strike for some time,
try varying the retrieval speed - it will
often have the desired effect.

As with other fly angling, striking to set
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the hook is also important. Mast of the
time a fish take will be very aggressive
at night and there will be no mistake.
Howcever soft takes do occur regulirly,
brown trout arc r¢nownced firr them. If
you feel an increasing resistmee: on the
linc while retrieving, it wiil generally
just be a snag or thx weight forwarx!
end of the line reaching the rod hut
somenimes it is a curious trout ‘mouth-
ing'the Fly and Giftingthe end of the rod
sharply will result in a hook up. Trust
your instinct, sometimes you won’t
really know why you struck but a fish
thumping on the cnd of your line tells
you that you got it right.

Once hooked up things become quite

exciting. Apart from locating the general -

dircction of the fish via the odd splash
in the distant dark everything is done
more or less by fecl. If the fish wants
to run, it is generally easy to let it do so
- one of the advantages of fishing luke
edges. ‘They will usually run straight
for deeper water once hooked. If you
intend to release the f sh it is important
that you play it gently but quickly to
the shore and employ proper fish han
dling and release techniques to ensure
as little twituma to the fish as possible.
Obviously this me-uns turning on your
torch or head lamp when the fish is
close to the shore.

Some anglers prefer to use a landing
net to capture the fish while still in
their fishing position and deal with
the fish there.Although this miay make
sense, you have to see whit you are
doing, hold the rod, line, net, fsh and
disengage the fish from the hook.
Furthermorm:z,not dealing with a fish at
the shore willmean greater disturbance
to other znglers. This cannot he good
for the fish, other anglers or ¢quipment
if releasc is intended - there are simply
not enough hands. However, so long
as the right technique is employed, a
landing net can he particularly useful
for landing large fish at night. Bringing
large fsh into the shallows or beach

ing them can damage them or cause
a breakoff and loss of the fish. In this
ciccumstance, gently using a soft, small
mesh landing nect to secure the fish in
deeper water then keeping the fish and
the end of the landing net in the water
while bringing it slowly to shore to deal
with is the best course of action.

The primary quarry andthe one you will
catch most often when night fishing at
Taupo is rainbow trout. Howcever from
midJanuary to late March brown trout
will start turning up at river mouths
in preparation for their spawaning run
which is generally earlier than for rain-
bows. Some of them are very large and
a number of trophy sized fsh are taken
on the night fly during this time. Some
night anglers specifically target browns
and usually, large dark flies are used to
catch them. Contriry to populur belief,
brown trout can occasionally be very
feisty and cun even become aerial when
hooked at night but this is unusual. It is
only experience that will tell whether
you have hooked a large brown trout,
but generally they will sty deeper and
although heavy may initially be quite
docile to handle. But bewure, once
4 brown gets into shallow water and
touches the sand they will run like a
rocket. This is where most are lost. If
you arc fortunate enough to hook i
large fish at night be patient, play it and
only bring it to the shore or net when
it is ready.

Night fishing th¢: rips is another excel-
lent angling opportunity that Taupo has
to offer.So if you only enjoy winter river
fishing but want to do more, don’thave a
boat or want to catch trout consistently
throughout the yeur, give night fishing a
go. I almost guarantee that you won't be
disappointed.
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Programme Manager,
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Have you enjoyed
reading Targe! Imupe?

f you have enjoyed this issue and would like to reccive the next one then read

further From the start of the new scason (1st July 2009) we will be changing

the way in which we collect the posral information wc necd to distribute Zarget
Taiufra
Previously we used to compile the address list fiom the duplicates of all our whole
season licences sold. However due 1o major ongoing issucs of illegible scribe, incoe
rect or incomplete addresses and in conjunction with the very considerable staff
resources to tianscribe the 11,000 or so names and addresscs, we have looked at new
ways to collectthis information.

Instead we are requesting that you send your contact details in via cmail or phone us.
Receiving your postal information this way will also give us a point of contact to follow
up onany vitalin formation that may be niissing. increasing the likelihood of you receiv
ing your valued issues of the magazine. We need your full home postal address rather
than your holiday home address Sim‘nlﬁrly if you are Rurul Delivery.as many homes are,
please remember you have to be registered for Rura] Deliviery with New Zeiland Post

to receive mail.




Figae 1 Lengh diseribu-
tion of maiden trowt Gin
2cnt ineivals) in the 199)
Spirwning run through te
Watihok:hwka teap.

By Glenn Maclean

Are Early Run Trout Larger?

iong held view amongst many

anglers is that early run trout

end tobelarger butis thisin fact
the casc? Data from the Waihukahuka
Stream (Hatchery Stream) fish trap
which was operated berween 1963 and
1995 provicles an interesting insight into
this Question.
In 1990 the fishery went through a sig-
nificant decline,not too different to what
we have just experienced. However in
the early 1990's theangling harvest was
much larger and impacted dramatically
on the relatively small numbers of trout
in the lake at this time. The outcome
was that the chances of a fish not being
caught and surviving more than one
vear living in the lake were almost nil.
‘Therefere when the fishery rebounded
in 1991 it meant that nearly all the
maiden fish in the spawning run were of
the same age (3 vear old trout which had

spent just one summer in the lake). This
allows us an opportunity to look at the
growth of a group of fish without the
data bcing clouded by trout of widely
clifferent ages.

Looking at the size distribution of these
fishin the Waihukahuka spawnin'g runin
1991 itis very-evident that the Iish grew
larger as the winter progressed (figure
1. Look at how the peak of each curve
moves 10 the right over time.

Figure 1 highlights that whereas in April/
May many trout tended to be around
46 cm in length, by June/ July they had
grown to around 48c¢m and by late in the
year were in the orter of 52cm long This
corresponds to an increase of 6 cm in 6
months (an increase of :about half a kilo:
gram or I pound in weight) reflccting
that the trout that remained in the lake
continucd to grow over winter Nole this
growth rzte is less than the often quoted

% of maiden run
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Figuec 2: length

distribution of aaiden trout
(i 2em intervals) in April and
My spawnieg r.a througl
the Waibukabuks eip io
1991 and 1992,

Figure 3: Average sice and
number of rainbow trout
jonger than 573 mm (eapped
bY moneh in the Whitikau

Imm a day which applies to immarure
fshless than 45cm in length.

From this it is evident that amongst fish
of the same yeur class Galbeit they will
have been born over a runge of months
within that year) then the later they run
fcom the luke the lurger theyare likely to
be on average. llowever what the rght
hand end of figure 2 also highlights is
that there are a few very farge fsh
present atany time.

In a more typical year when we look
at the length distribution of early run
maiden trout (fish spawning fer the first
time) we usually see a bimoclul (2 peaks)
distribution of size. Evenin the 1991 data
for April and May we cian see a second
small pesk around 54 to 56 cm. but if
we look at the same period the fellow-
ing yeur (1992) then there is 1 domtnant
peak around 52 to 54 cm (Figure 2).This
peak is most likely to reflect a second
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Our rods are custom made
to your specification

All our rods are hand crafted here in
New Zealand and are available in range
from 7°6” to 10°0” line weights from
#3to#12asa 2,3, 4 or 5 piece.

Contdct us or one ot our retailers,
and we can discuss the fishing you do and
the rod you require.

Tailor made... custom made. The only
rod of it’s kind in the world.

(_,rn)b]:;y(grdrr(, t |

OUTLETS: Sporting Life Turangi,
Mooses Sportsworld Palmerston North

JARRET FLY RODS
osbygarret.co.nz
Ph: 06 355 1429 Fax: 06 355 1427
www.crosbygarret.co.nz

vear class of older (ish which have spent a
longer period in the lake belore spawning
for the first time.

Another way to look at this qucstion is to
compare the aveiage size of all trout in the
run for each month of the year This we did
for the Whitikau Stream in 1995 (figure 3).

From this graph it is apparent that the largest
average size of trout occurs at the beginning
and end of the year However this needs to
be batanced by the fiact that the major runs
occuroutside this period and that these runs
are typically dominated by young smaller
maiden fish, which in turn reduces the
average size through this pcriod. As figure 3
shows the average sizc maybe less through
the middle of the ycar but the actual number
of large fish (longer than 575 mm) is at its
highest.

In summary trout of the same ycar class will
get larger as the winter progresses and so we
should expect the average siz¢ of spawning
trout to increase. However early in the rim
are often a group of older larger fish which
hadn’t spawned the previous year In some
years likc 1992 these fish may dominate the
early run consistent with anglers’ percep-
tions that the carly flsh tend te be larger
Nevertheless as the data shows there are
some very large fiish present in the run at all
times of the yeart Realistically you arc more
likely to catch a ruly outstanding fish over
the peak of the runs simply because there
arc more present. Conversely the chances of
the fish you hook being a trophy is higher at
the beginning and end of the season because
a higherproportion of the run at this time are
large Lish.All in all seems like a good reason
to go fishing at ail times of the year



By John Webb
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Releasing Trout $0 the |

rout are fragile organisms and they live in an environment that can often be
quite hostile. To aid their survival, they hav

a number of highly developed
physical mechanisms such as a protective slime that prevents infection and
sensitive internal organs that enable them to thrive in cold water. These tissues are
easily damaged and if the intention is to release a trout back into the wild, as much
care as is practically possible needs to be taken to prevent damage and ensure their
continued survival.
All anglers need to release some fish they catch due to regulations such as the size
limit. Anglers may also choose to release a fish because it is not of sufficient quality
to eat. Often these fish are kelts recovering from the rigours of spawning. If they are
handled well, kelts stand a much better chance of survival, regaining condition and
returning again to both spawn and provide sport for another angler,
Even when sensitive tissues have been damaged, trout will often appear to swim away
quite happily giving the angler a perception that the fish will survive, but nothing
could be further from the truth. In reality they will usually die within a few hours.

There are a few basic rules that should be followed when releasing trout.

IF YOU INTEND TO RELEASE A FISH:
* Never squeeze a fish or rip the hook out.

* Never put your fingers in the gills.

» Never throw fish back into the water.

= If you must handle them, always use wet hands.
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A FEW THINGS TO
REMEMBER TO
MAXIMISE TROUT
SURVIVAL WHEN
FISHING FROM A
BOAT ARE:

Never let a fish flap around
on the floor of your boat.
Lean over the side and use
long nosed pliers to twist
the hook free while the fish
is in the water.

If this isn’t possible, use

a net with a soft, knotless
mesh and carefully lift the
fish into the boat.

Leave the fish in the net and
without touching it remove
the hook using long nosed
pliers or forceps.

If you must handle the

fish, hold it gently, upside
down with wet hands. Trout
lie more quietly in this
position.

Measure the fish by laying
it on a simple measuring
board. Make sure the board
is damp and ideally leave
the fish in the net so it can’t
flap wildly.If necessary
support the fish gently
upright in the water until it
swims away.

If you intend to release most of your
fish, and many anglers do, then con-

sider using barbless hooks. Not only

is the hook easy to disengage from
the fish but it will test your angling

skill trying to stay attached to the

fish while it is being landed. An easy

wiy to mike barbless hooks is to

squeeze the barb of an ordinary
hook flat with pliers.



IF YOU INTEND TO RELEASE IN A RIVER FISHING SITUATION:

* Never kick a fish onto the beach or let it flap around on the rocks
or sand.

= Bring the fish carefully to the edge and unhook it while it remains
in the water.

* Land the fish as quickly as possible to minimise stress and exhaustion.

» If necessary, use a knotless net, to control the fish and remove the
hook using long nosed pliers or forceps.

Releasing fish so they survive will help to protect the resource. Many trout die
unnecessarily, victims of poor release techniques and therefore cannot be caught in
the future. Past studies have shown that nearly half of the fish caught in the Taupo
fishery each year are released. If these fish don’t survive the total harvest is effec-
tively doubled and more restrictive measures may have to be put in place to protect
the fishery.

All pbotos Petrina Francis 50 next time you are on the river or out on the lake and intend to release a trout,

and Glenn Maclean  ¢ndeavour to do so correctly, both for the sake of the fish and for the benefit of your
future fishing.
A pamphlet called ‘Hooked - Releasing Trout So They Survive’ is available from the
DOC fishery office on request.

= ~ Purchase your Taupo Season Licence
7 M- "\ from Hamills Taupo and buy any of
these Cortiand Oucality Flylines
- value up to 5139.99 for only

- ER:-T°D - while stocks last.

555 [;y;a-Tip Floating NZL Precision NZL Precisian NZL Intermediate NZL Rocket
94 Dyna Tip Floating Clear Camo o 5H-TH-BH- 98 . 3 - Of
«7#.8¥-9% o SH-8H

Ph/Mail orders add $5 p&p.
Over 1,000 Flies, beaded Tungsten Nymphs, Dries and only 5 for $10

HAMILLS TAUPO - Ex ArMY SURPLUS STORE
95 Tongariro Street, Taupo — Ph: 07 378 5665

HAMILLS |

TOLL FREE 0800 270 222 www.hamillsnz.co.nz
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By John Gibbs

Top: Only 8 years after Like
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Oumangakau was formed,
Rob was catching brown
trout like this from it.
Photo Supplied

Rob McLay Retires

ong-serving staff member Rob

MclLay retired late last year after 34

rears in conservation work. Rob
is well known to many Target Taupo
readers from his long association with
the Taupo fishery as well as his avid trout
fishing exploits and gregarious nature.
Born in Adelaide, South Australia, Rob
was raised with trout fishing in his
blood. His Scots father, Bill, was a pas-
sionate angler and hunter, active in the
South Australian Fly Fishers Association.
The family moved to New Zealand in
1966 and took nearly a week to drive
from Picton to Dunedin as Bill insisted
on stopping at every bridge to look for
trout. Rob recalls that they saw a lot of
fish and caught a fair few of them. “I
don’t think Mum was impressed but she
didn’t complain and us kids thought it
was 2 hoot. Welcome to New Zealand,
yessiree!” Bill became deeply involved
with the Otago Acclimatisation Society
and was later elected to the National
Council of Acclimatisation Societies.

With this example it is hardly surprising
then that Rob began a traineeship with
the NZ Wildlife Service in 1974.

Like most Wildlife Trainees, Rob was
involved in all facets of the department’s
work, including endangered species
r{:covéry, forest fauna survey, offshore
islands biodiversity protection, gamebird
management and of course, trout fish-
eries management in the central North
Island and Southern Lakes fisheries.
After completing his 4-year traineeship,
Rob's first permanent posting was in 1977
asAssistant Manager of the Wildlife Service
Ngongotaha trout hatchery, which was
operated in concert with the Tongariro
hatchery to rear most of the minbow
trout distributed within New Zealand and
overseas. In 1979 he moved to Turangi as
Fishery Officer. It was during this latter
period that Rob was involved in monitor-
ing the construction impacts of the soon
to be completed Tongariro Power Scheme
and ensuring the fishery was adequately
protected. He was also the key fishery



representative during the height of the
conversion of much of the eastern and
southern catchment of Lake Taupo into
today’s vast pine forests and again was
responsible for many of the fishery protec-
tion measures applied.
Always strongly drawn to his adopted
southern homeland and with his father
in failing health, Rob took up a posi-
tion as Senior Wildlife Officer at Wanaka
in 1986. Here he worked in the Lake
fakatipu, Wanaka and Hawea fisheries,
as well as with Chinook salmon in south
Westland. A feature of the Wanaka hatch-
ery at that time was that it held the only
broodstocks of the remnant NZ popula-
tions of Atlantic salmon and lake trout
(char). When the Wildlife Service was
incorporated into the new Department
of Conservation in 1987 Rob moved
to Hokitika as a Conservation Officer
before returning to Turangi and the
Taupo fishery in 1989. His key role then
was in developing the Taupo Sports
Fishery Management Plan which was
the first such plan eventually approved
under the Conservation Act.

Lthink one of Rob’s strengths is his ability
to look at an issue, discard the fluff and
see the truly important bits. He, his col-
leagues and I had innumerable discus-
sions about problems and projects we
were facing. Whenever we came up
with ideas we knew they still had to pass
Rob’s “so what?" test. So what if you did
that? Would it make a difference? Would
it actually get to where you wanted to
be? Is there a better way? And I know
that helped us to make better decisions.

Rob has always had a rare breadth of inter-
est and involvement in fishing and hunting.
An accomplished wing shot, both in the
field and at the skeet tower and a very
successful deer hunter, he has also bred
and trained some great gundogs, from the
legendary Mike, a German Shorthaired
Pointer, to successive and equally capable
Labradors. His innate hunting skills saw
him become something of a specialist
in hunting sika deer and I have enjoyed
many trips in the bush with him after
these prized animals. Less well known

was Rob'’s passion for racing pigeons and
his loft vied with many in the country for
their performances. But it is his accom-
plishments as a fly fisher that he is most
known for. Serving his apprenticeship on
the rivers and lakes of the Waitaki, Taieri
and Clutha has made him a true expert
in catching brown trout and few North
Island anglers can match him in their ter-
ritory, whether it is stalking the shoreline
browns of Lake Otamangakau or the night
time monsters of the Tongariro.

Perhaps Rob’s most remarkable fishing
achievement was the landing of a 7.5kg
(16.51b) rainbow trout in the upper
Ruakituri River in 1980. Rob laconically
recalls: “The fish was caught upstream
of the Anini confluence. There was no
authorised helicopter access in those
days and The Captain, JC and I walked
up from below the Waitangi Falls and
tent camped. I took the fish specifically
to put it on the wall. It rained bucket
loads in true Urewera style the night 1
caught it and the river was in flood the
next morning. We couldn’t get out with
the fish so it never got mounted. I've
always felt bad about that; killing it was
a waste but the adventire of catching it
was a great memory all the same”.

About 15 years ago Rob and I and two
others began developing ponds on my
brother's Taihape hill country farm. Over
the vears we turned barren grass-girt
stock ponds into duck hunters’ havens
surrounded with food, ornamental and
native trees and shrubs. Despite Rob’s
apparently-casual approach to fencing and
planting, the success of his trees have left
the rest of us somewhat in the shade.
After 19 years as Programme Manager
responsible for Fishery field operations
and 26 years working in the Fishery, Rob
again found the draw of the South Island
and has now settled in tiny Mossburn
in northern Southland. We should all be
grateful for his long and valued contri-
bution to the management of the Taupo
Fishery. I'm sure we all wish him the
best for his future and many happy
seasons to come amongst the trophy
brown trout of the Oreti and Mataura.
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By Geratd Lewis

Gerald is a keen angler of the

Jaupo fishers:

Top: Paul Lewis aalthe
‘resident” rainbow jack
Peito by Geredd Jewis

When all else fails, target resident fish

y brother Paul from
Christchurch has enjoved
his annual fishing fix on

the ‘Yongariro River for more than 20
years. He usually fishes the first week
in October but in 2008 his wife was
taking him to Europe at that time. Not
to be denied he simply came up in July
instead.
July is a month of shorter days and
colder nights. This encowages spawning
trout to move upstream in droves from
the Lake Taupo. However, it is seldom
consistent and there is always a shiver
of anticipation as to whether you have
chosen the right week. That anticipation
was there tor Paul.
ADbit of ritin always helps and the fulling
barometer took away the ¢lement of Sur
prise when it arrived. Falls were heavy
enough to colour up the Tongariro to a
dirry brown but interestingly the river
only rose slightly This didn't upsct
anyone.It is good to get a fresh when the
river has been lowand clear {or a couple
of monthsand it wasn't so serious a day
or two wouldn't put it right.

The rain made us full of hope that the
Tongariro and other rivers in thelaupo
fishery should at lastbe filling up with
trout, The recent action had actually
been quite patchy to say the least. 1t
also meant that %l might have struck
it lncky with his choice of week after
all.

When wchit the water we discovered a
big f.ood earlicr in the vear had altered
the river dranmjatically Water that was
holding fish and firing w¢ll last October
was now a completely diffcrent kettle
of you know what!' So with the short
lived fuesh having been and gone the¢
‘l'ongariro was quickly becoming clear
again and the whereabows of the fish
remained largely unknown.

‘T'here was nothing else for it but to start
‘walking the river’. Oat came the heavy
bombs and nymphs that were of the
natuzal variery. 8ot the fshing was hard
There was a lot of effort going in with
not a lot to show for it. Then the doubts
started creeping in and excuses began
1o emecge. At night back at the batch
around the woo¢l bumier, a warming



whisky supported more theorics than
yvou can shake a rod ar. Howcver we
knc¢w much of the spawning run is later
now and that Lake Taupo did not mix
properlyifatallin200%. Smelt have been
in low numbers and as a consc¢quence
of these things the fish that were about
were small.

The following day we start¢d working
the river from below the main SHI bridge
right up to the Stag Pool. This takes some
tim¢ if you do it properly The odd fish
was forthcoming and finally at the Stag
Pool Paul hooked anice resident fsh on
a hare and copper nymph. How could
we tell it was a resident fish you might
ask? Well not very easily actually except
for the presence of the acoustic trans-
mitter when we cleaned the fish,

DOC Scicntist 2r Michel Dedual had
caught a lively 34cm trout on a dry
fly on the 4th of January 2006 at the
Admirils Pool, ancl before releasing it
unharmed hc¢ surgically inscrted an
acoustic transmitter, I No 1617.This

procedure was part of an ongoing
experiment to monitor movements of
juvenile fish between theriverand Lake
Taupo. Receivers were monitorcd from
the point of release down 1o I.akeTaupo
over the next few months but contriry
to what any young Taupo trout should
do #1617 did not show up. That was
until 2.30pm on 17 July 2088 somc¢ 2.5
ycears later when Paul landced this very
fish at the Stag Pool suggesting this had
becn a resident fish in the river all that
time. DOC was pleased to receive the
transmitter back and record this infor-
mation. It showsthat somc resident fish
are always there in the rivers.

So what is the morul of this story? When
all else fails, carget the resident fish -
especially when DOC can actually prove
it!!

Nobody is totally sure how yvou do that,
but it scems like a great idea anyway:

www.sporfingife-turangi.co.n
| ,l - L 5
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BY Gicnn Macican

Felled willows weree
stockpilted well asvay from

the rivers cdge.

Lhxoto by folr Wabb

hose of you visiting the Waiotaka

River above Hautu Ford this

winter may not recognise this
section of the river Gone are the over-
hanging willows crowding in on each
bank.the dead trees lying in the stream
and the impassable blackberry thickets.
Instead the stream meanders through
open plains, the debris from the cleared
willows stockpiled back ilong the edge
of the fence. The stream margins may
look a bit barc though they will quickly
re-establish in grasses and native shrubs,
but even so the true character of the
stream is once again evident.
This work is an initiative by Ngati
Rongamai to protect their marae just
downstream from the ferd from flood-
ing. Over the years the willows along the
stream have become more dense and
typical problemsassociated with unman-
aged willows have developed.Along the
stream the willows have trapped sedi-
mentand thebanksencroached reducing
the width and capacity of the channel.
Similarly the roots have grown across the

channel linking up with the roots from
trees on the other side,to ferm a {ibrous
red mat which traps the gravels building
up the bed and reducing the capacity
even furtherT'he net result that even a
small flood spills om of the river which
is further exacerbated by the tangled
mass of vegetation along the river banks
‘this slows the flood flows causing the
water level to back up furthecAll in all
a problem for the low lying marae but
also for the ecology and health of the
stream and for anglers seeking to access
and f shalong the river

Asa consequence when Ngati Rongamai
led by chairman Les Owens raised
their concerns there were a number
of other stakeholders including private
fandowners, DOC. the Bepartment of
Corrections as the neighbour upstream
and Environment Waikato (Regional
Council) who were keen tosee an effec-
tive solution. Collectively the group
identified what needed to be done
and: worked with the marae commit-
tee to prepare a funding application to




Bclow: Willows were cheking
the Waiotaha Riser
Photo Oy Kiin Alexandvr-tivia

the Genesis Tuwharetoa Envitonmental
Fund The group also provided additional
fiunds and technical and practical expee
tise to assist the project. The funding bid
was successful and the work to clear
3.8km of river work began in March.

The work involved an operator cutting
the willows in conjunction with a large
digger which physically lifted the irees
away from the river, from the ford up
10 the prison boundary, Nominally this
was for a width of 20 mctres on each
bank but in practice it was back to the
boundary fence over most of the stretch.
The felled willows were then stockpiled
along the fence. Several debris blockages
within the stream were also removed
but otherwisc there was no work in
the stream itsclf, the digger fitted with
a grapple claw was able to work from
the banks and lift the trees away from
the stream.As a consequence while the
margins appear quite raw the actual
banks are essentially untouched apart
from the stumps left behind.

The banks will quickly revegerale,
indeed there is a prolific seed source

of desirable native specics like manuka,
cabbage trees, kacimu and pittosporum
already sprouting. However equally
there is an ongoing issue with willows
sprouting from fullen crack willow
shoots and stumps in particular, which
needs careful management. Therefore a
key component of the work is follow

up spraying over the next couple of
summers to control the undesirable
species and lct the natives come away
Similardy, the isolated remaining willows
well back from the stream will be Killed
also.

In conjunction with this work the
Department of Corrections is under
taking an equally significantl project to
remove the willows within the prison
land upstream, and DOC Turangi/ Taupo
Area are eradicating willows along the
river within Kaimanawa Forest Park.
The outcome should be cssentially no
willows above Hautu Ford.

Thereare twospeciesof problem willows
in this catchment; crack willow Safix
Jragilis and pussy willow Sairix cinerec.
In the case of crack willow this species




Above: Overhanging branches
caught debris andt macle damay

in the river,
Photo by KinAexcntlen? ura

Ticlow: The stream meandlecs
threugh open plains now
Photo by fobr Webh

spreads {rom broken shoots which if lefi:
lying on the ground will root and develop
intonew trees. I herefere it tendstospread
downstream as shoors ae dispersed by
flood waters and the like. Iiowever in
the case of pussy willow these spread

from wind blown sced and so can spread
upstream readily For this reason pussy
willow is viewed as a greater threat inthe
Tmpo catchment and it is important to
keep on top of new plants on an ongoing
basis as they re.establish in this arca.

It does look a bit bare at the moment
but i
break a few eggs to make an omelette.

is very much a case of having to

Howecver as past expericnce indicates,
the fertile banks will Quickly recover
From an angling perspective the river
has 1 whole new character, in fact it’s
real character as any of you familiar
with the river within the prison bound-
ary will know Initially the fish will tend
not te hold in this open stretch but it
is now very euasy to access and fish and
well worth a visit if you like the smaller
Taupo rivers



By Mark Veaman

a trap. Below:Te Whaiau trap. Photos by Call

il

From one extreme to another

ast year was certainly a mixed

bag. After an extremely dry

summer and drought conditions
over large parts of the North Island, we
were then subjected to an extremely
wet winter which saw Lake Taupo rise
considerably during July and August. It’s
fiinny how it ull balances outiin the long
run. Our two fish traps, Waipa (on the
Tongariro river system) and Te Whaiau
(lake Otamangakau) also experienced
two extremes with the former rccording
the lowest nm on record and the latter
the highest. This article summarises the

data from each trap and makes some
predictions based upon our monitoring
duta to date

Waipa

By running a trap in the Waipa Stream,
which is just south of Rangipo Prison,
we are able to get a feel for how the
Taupo FEishery is doing as we trap any:
where between 2,800 and 8,000 fsh u
year. Handling such 4 large number of
fish not only allows us to assess their
size, condition and age but it also telis
us when the main runs are occurring
throughout the Tongariro River.The pre-
viouswinter of 200 7 was not a good one
with trout numbers down and the size
and condition of rainbow trout in partic-
ular being on the low side. It is thought
that this wasa result of the poor mixing
of Lake Taupo back in 2005 which in
trn affected the phytoplankton, zoo-
plankton and the ultimately the smelt,
the predominant food of Taupo trout

By physically handling such a large
sample of fsh we are able to get very
robust data with which to make impor
tant decisions to manage the fshery
effectivelyA good example of this was
the recent reduction of the size limit
fiom 45¢m to 40cm brought into place
on the 1st of October 2008. Data from
the fish trapped in the Waipa Strcam
gave a very good breakdown of thc
size of trout available to anglers in Lake
Taupo and also the Tongariro River

As it turned out both the estimated
rainbow run (2780 fish) and brown run
(277 fish) were the lowest recorded
since trapping began in the Waipa
Stream in 1998 (Figure 1)

Similarly, the average fength (£78mm),
weight (1.3kg) and perhaps not sur
prisingly condition facter (41.1) of
the rainbow trout was also the lowest
recorcled. Over the 11 year trapping
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Figure 1

Estimated total rilgof
rainbew and brewn treut
through Whipa Thap since
1998

Ranger I'aul McDonald plitees
molhir Te Whija brownic
en the aicasuring beard.
Photo by Mike Nicholsen

Estimated run

m— Brown treut —o—Rak bow keu

Yeur

period (excluding the one off peak
in 1998 which was attributed to the
impacts of the eruption) rainhow trout
have averaged 520mm, 1.65kg and with
a condition factor 0f42.0nthis evidence
it’s pretty hard to argue other than 2008
was a low point in the Taupo fshery.
Fortunately, as we discuss later, there is
a very evident improvement in the lake
fishery since then so we are confident
that the low point has passcd.

The brown trout were also the smallest
recorded (average 560mm and 2.2kg
compared to the long term average of
595mm and 2.65kg). However, in con-
trast to the rainbows, theiraverage con-

dition factor of 45.6 was higher than
the long teem average of 446. In other
words they were small fish but in very
nice condition.

‘The very iow runs through Waipa were
not mirrorcd by anglers’ catch 1ates on
the Tongariro RiverThe estimated cateh
rate for the Tongariro River last winter
was 026 fish per hour (1 fish every 3.8
hours) which was down on the previ
ous five winters but consistent with the
long teem avenagx since 19835 of 0.27 fish
per hour Rainbows kept by anglers aver-
aged 494mm & 1.3kg which was also the
lowest they have been fora long time.
Out on the lake we predicted that the
reduction in the size limit last Oclober
should see a number of additional trout
keptduring the summer, that were previ
ously protected under the old size limit.
Out of a sample of 126 rainbows caught
and killed by anglers on Lake ‘faupo
during summer 2008/€9, $2% would
have becn illegal under the old size limit
of 45cm in place the previous yeaeThis
increased harvest coinciding with an
improvement in the smclt population
should result in more food to go around
As a result we expect an improvement
in the average size of fish through the
trap this coming winter

Ovcerall, anglers kept ncarly 70% of their
catch that was legal sized (>40cm)



between December and February:
Maiden rainbows averaged 440mm &
1.0kg with an average condition factor
of 41.1. This is un improvement over
the condition of these fish last sumxmer
when the averige condition fictor was
calculated at 39.6.
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Figure 3: Aveeagic length of rainbow 2ind brown trout trapped inTe Whaiau Stream
since 1994

Yet anothey babmy -9°C May morning at Ve Whalau
trap. Trout love it!

Photo by Mike Nicholson . -

Te Whatau

Atthe otherendofthe scale there was no
shortage of fish through the Tc Whaiau
irap with the runs in 2008 being the
highest on recordl. In this case a climate
and ¢nvironment that was not good for
the Take Taupo fishery was obviously
very favourable for Lake Otamangakau
just over the hill, This is a very good
cxXample of the intricacies of the int¢rac-
tions berween wild fisheries and their
Over 5.000
fish were physically trapped with the

cnvironment and habitac.

adjusted nm of rainbow trout account
ing for 4,370 trout which is morc than
double the peak run observed during
winter2007 (Figure 2).Despite the farger
vuns,the fish werc still in reasonablc size
and condition although double-figurcd
fish were scarce. The 3,600 rainbows
weighed and measured this year aver-
aged 530mm & 1.8kg Capprox. 4lbs).
Coincidentally brown trout averaged
cxacdy the same weight and size tlso
The adiusted run of brown trout (1290)
wis also the highest on record though
only slightly higher than the record sct
last winter.

The average length of both specics is
similar to what we observed during
winter 1999 despite both populations
being significamly smaller a decide ago
(Figure 3). This time at least this likely
rcflects.a large number of young smaller
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Average catch s at Lake
Otamag.akau stnce 1995796
(Gwhete dita cxists),

Axc thost Your teeth chatter-
ing Michel? Fishery scicntisi
De Afichel Hexual peepares 10
wcigh fish.

Poote Ly Mike Nicholson

fish in the run asthe population e xpands
Whether the very large numbers are
affecting growth iv unknown but as we
get more resuhs from our pit tagging
(ste page 23), which allows usto follow
fish from one year to the next, we will
bc able to monitor their growth rttes
‘fhe fishing this summer at lake
Otamangaleu was very good with an esti-
mated summer catch rate of 0.1 legal
sized fish per hour (I fish every 2.4 hrs)
(Figure £).Although the size limit was
dropped this summer (which is likely to
have had the effect ofincreasing the catch
rate of “legalsized” fissh).it was not sut pris-
ing 10 see an improvement in caich iates
with such an increzase in the number of
trout present within the lake system.

In many way's the lake is back 10 how it
wasin its carly days when it was charac
terised as a lake of high catch ratex and

small fish. Indced it was a place locals
would take thcir kids because spinning
wits legal and success likely. In the inter
vening vears it swung completely the
other way, chmacterised in the 1980's
and 90's by very low catch rates but
cxuemely large tish

The reason for the explosion of rain
bows last wintcr is not known but
anglers have certainiy" enjeyed some
greal fishing this summecr ﬁghiing these
strong lish, although the fish themselves
haven’t been huge. Maiden fsh formed
the majority oflastycur’s wintcr rainbow
trout run and so it will be intcresting to
sec whether many of these fsh rcturn
agiuin this winter, but also whether
another strong year cliss of maiden fish
will come through or if the population
has peaked.

Bascd on last year’s winter run and some
grean fishing at Lake Otamangakau this
summer we expect another good run
of trout this coming wintcr.As a result
thc average size is still likcly to be at
the lower end of the scale although
fish inthe 6-8Ib range shouldn't be too
uncommon. W hat will be of most inter-
est ts how well thesc fish have grown
Arc the very large numbers taXing the
available food or is the lack of trophy
fish in excess of 4.5ékg (101b) due
to other possible c:iuses? Interesting
times indced
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By De Michel Bedual ake Otamangakau, also known bg=gs -and fishing sticcess on_ this lake can be

Michel 15 Wic Fishery Scentist
for the Taupw Fishicovanea

ing trout. These fish, however, also hawe
streputatlon for being difficule to cutch

2 - — e - — —
Is tocat knowledge (above) evully an advintage against highly skijled angteo (top)?
Fhotos DY Mark Viznmeen and fidiv Greates,

i Shortenéd pame as [ ake~O™/i§%= either “feast or faminc”™- When the fish
poputated with large hard fighf&==arc biting, anil the right techniques are

uscd, this take can produce some ol the
best trout lishing in the counrry and
probably in the world. But, more often
than not as attested by our routine
angling surveys, anglers report days ot
lishing with poor success. Yet nimy of
these same anglers keep fishing the
lake because when suceess occurs the
rewird is generally exceptional.
llowcver despitc the chullenging nitture
of lishing 1.2ke O, there is a small group
of anglers who consistently fish there
with great success. We will refer to these
anglersas thetlocals™. Why then is there
such i wide discrepancy in success
amongst angler's fishingfake @?

Of all the lactors that affect an anglers
success. luck is the most common
explaninion. However, luck doesn’t have
any units and therefore @ is not a measur-
able clementWe presented thedifficulties
associated with the concept of luck on
puges 4013 in issuc 34 of Target-Tunfre
On top of a dosc¢ of luck; experience,
knowledge, persistence, and proper
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tools arc also required to achieve consis-
tent success on Liake O. Expericnee and
local knowledge work hand in hand but
what is lecal knowledge?The Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) defincs
local knowledge as being the human
capital of both urban and rual people.
It is the main asset they invest in the
struggle for survival, to producc food.
provide fer shelter or achicve control
of their own lives In this article we'll
define local knowledge as the ‘clfort”
invested in the pursuit to catch fish in
Like Otamangakau.
Knowledge uscful to anglers encom-
passes biologicill trmhs such as when
the fish arc active, what water tempera-
tures they prefer.what and how they: eat,
and what worrics them. It is also critical
to know what techniques to usc to fool
them. Experience is a big part of knowl-
edge. It will tcll the angler where to
start looking for fish and wrhat €ly to use
under certain conditions. This is prob-
ably why we alwiys hear that of all the
-ariables contributing to fishing success,
nothing beats local knowledge.
Iocal knowledge is part of the theory of
cvolution and a phrase largdy uscd to
explain Danwin's theory on the survival
of the fittest. Darwin's theoryr suggested
that the species which are able to adapt
to their own natural environment arc
successful becausc they have the inher-
cnt ability to survive. Thus surviving is
about adapting and mastering the cnvi-
ronment around us In a compctition,
whether formal or informal, the focus is
on learning the ways of the environment
and comrolling them ina way that could
be most bencficial for the individual.
How good are the “locals™? To try to
amswer this question we will dissect the
catch data and comparein 4 loosc stittis
tical way the success achieved in 2008
by the “locals™ (who have local knowl-
cdge) and the participams in the World
Ry Fishing Championship (WFFC) that
was organisced in the Central North

Island. It’s difficult to compare actual
catch figures, but we thought it would
be an interesting ¢xercise to wry and
ferret our how well locals would have
donc duding the last world fly fishing
championship lcg on Lake O.

To make the comparison siatisticiilly
defensible would hin'e required the locals
to be fishing at exactly the same time as
the competirors Unfortunately this was
not the case as the locals data (obtiined
from angler surveys) was collected over a
much longer period in late summer than
the 3 days of the compctition.

The 2008 comest on Lake O. wits held
over three consecutive days (28-30
March), with two sessions held each day,
onc in themorning (9.00amto 12.00pm)
and one in the aftemoon between 230
and 5.30pm.The wcather was, by and
large, good throughout that pecriod.
Iocals may fish when the weather is
bad but they will certainly: fish more
often when the weather is favourable.
Therefore, it is reitsonable to conclude
thit competitors and loculs had similir
overall fishing conditions. at least in
terms of climatic conditions.making this
side of the comparison realistic.

‘The world fly fishing championship
scoring system allocated 100 points
to each cligiblc fish (minimum length
of 18 cm) and 20 points for cach cm
of its length. This means that catching
two fish 18 cm long scored the same
asisingle lish of 41 cm. Because there
is a relatively higher reward for catch-
ing a small fish, competitors wnd to
targsct them. 1ndecd, this could be a
very: good strategye as it means using
lighter gear and less visible line that
would enhance the fishing efficicncy
and c¢atch rate. Furthermore.small fish
can be landed quicker so that more
time is spent actually fishing increas
ing the catch per unit effort. Looking

at survey data it appeared locals not
only target large fish but also avoid
swall fish if possible. This diffcrent
approach betwecn the two types
S st




Figuee 1: Mcan length of
fish versus toal points
scored T size of cach
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tional 10 the number of
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of anglers mity potentially prevent
making any valid comparison.
Fisheries scicnce uses a wide variety
of quantitative mcthods runging from
simple data tabulations to complex
statistical models with hundreds of
estimated pacameters. Dr Thomas Yee
a statistician from Auckland University
and a kcen angler has used the catch
data from the championship to test the
hypothesis that competitors were tar-
geting smaller fish by plotting the mean
length of the (ish caught in (wo rivers
during the 2008 WFFC and the points
awarded (Figure 1).

There appears to be linle to no
association between mean points and
length per (ish. Further statistical analy
sis indicated only weak cvidence that
bigger fish were caught by the better
anglers. In fact the daw suggested that
compen(ors were catching cvery fish

locals and compctitors is reasonable.
Next we looked to sce if there is any
discrepancy in success between the
di(feeent teams uiking part in the
Chitmpionships? If local knowledge is
the single most important ingredient to
achicve good success then we would
expect to sce the team of the country
organizing the compctition wnong the
top team s, This scems to be the cuse to
somce cxtent as in 4 om of 5 compcti
tions the organising country team fin-
ished within the top 5 CTable 1).
However, the same data clearly identifics
some¢ heavy weight teams like France
(RRA), and the Czech Republic (CZE) who
between them have won all the competi
tions since 2003. Italy (ITA) who linished
in the top 5 on 4 occasions and Slovakia
(SVK) are the other top petforming tcams..

‘The presence of such d!ua suggests that
o ———



Tuble 1: Piacings of the E——— =
aationul tears at the Organizing countty New Zealand Finiand Poitugal Sweden Spain
Iast Fly Fishing Whockl Year 2008 2007 2006 2008 2003
Championships. Legend: the Placing
counkries represented in 1 CczZE FRA CzZE FRA FRA
2008 were Avstealia (AUS), 2 NZL CZE FRA FIN BEL
Canada (CAN), Croatia (CRO), 3 Ay Fio) S CeE SR
Czech Republic (CZE), A POL POR A ITA ITA
o e s ITA SPA POR ENG CZE
EaslRdI(EN T oot CH0g: 6 ENG usa SVK SPA ENG
France (FRAY, Holland (NED) 7 SVK ENG BEL BEL POL
Irciand (IRE). 1ealy (ITA), 8 usa ITA IRE POL USA
Japan (A, Mala (MAL), ) CAN AUS CRO SVK SVK
New Zealand (NZ1). Petand 10 FIN SVK UusA NOR N2L
(POL), Puttugitl (PORY, Sauteh

Mrica (RSAD, Slovakia (SVK),
USA (USA). Wales (WAL).

read contributor to angling successis to be
found somewhere clse

Onc explanation is that fishing many
locations. undcr diffcrent conditions,
makes better, more flexible anglers who
are capable of adapting quickly to new
opportunities. This filexibility may have
helped the more successful teams to
succeed with greater consistency We
won't claborute {urther on this fascinat-
ing subject but it will make the compari-
son of success between the “locals™ and
the competitors at Lake Q) even more
interesting. If we look at the distiibution
of the catch amongst the local anglers
and the competitors in the lily Fishing
World Championship in 2008 then two
major differcnces between the angler
groups arc obvious (Tigure 2). First the
distribution of thc¢ catch amongst the
compctitors is much closer to an cquita-
ble distribution (green line on the graph).
Conversely amongst the locals a very few
anglerscatch ncarly-all the fish,

Looking at this another way during the
world championship 3% of competitors
caught 33% of the fish but during our
lake surveys 13% of locals caught 71% of
the fish recorded. The old adage that 10%
of anglers are catching 90% of the lish
seems to apply more to the locals than
the WFEC competitors!

Consistent with this, the proportion of
competirors not catching anything (14%)
although surprisingly high is substantially
smaller than the proportion of locals
having no luck (59%).

Another stiiking diffesence was that

-d-rﬂf

during our survcys J local caught 13%
of the totwal number of fish caught, and
during the world championship one com-
petitor caught 6.25% of all the fish during
the competition.

Further, during the WEFC 95 anglers
fished for285 hoursand caught 272 fish.
During our survey 179 anglers fishced for
532 hours and caught 293 I'sh includ-
ing those of sublegal size. We included
these sublegal size fish in our analysis
as during the world championship the
minimum size was 18cm, a very small
fish by’laupo standards.

The catch rates for the competitors and
locals were 0.95 and 0.55 fish per hour
respectively. The distribution of catch
per unit effort (CPUE) reiterates that the
main reason for the difference in CPUE
between competitorsand locals is due to
the very highincidence of zero catch rutes
amongst locals (figure 3). Furthermore
the competitors have a higher incidence
of high catch iates than non.competitors.
However.in both groups of angler's some
individuals have achieved a catch rate
well above the rest. In fact the highest two
catch rates were achicved by locals who
caught 6.9 [ish per hour over a period of
1.25 hoursand 6.2 fish per hour over 3.2
hours respectively!

Sustaining a catch tate of 6.2 fish per hour
over a 3.2 hour peri:od would have made
this locil the world champion of Luke
Otamangakau if he had done it as part of
the competition, because in comparison
the best competitor caught (only?) 5.6 fish
per hour over a similar time pesiod

— _—
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Figure 2: Distsbueion of the
cateh achicved bY competi
tors and lucal anglers who
lished Liake @amangakau
in 2008

Figure 3. CGachperutit
«ffiart (CRUE) distribution
during the World Fiy Fishing
Championship (WEFC)

and lake'surveys on Lake

Ocamangakag in 2008
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In summary we have identified the lace

that less competitors ure “skunked™.

This is the main difference between the
success of the competitors and locals

Thereisanother complicationhere. Much
of the locals catch data was collected
from anglers practising for the World
and other fly fishing championships in
the weeks leading up to these events. No
doubt this improved their local knowl
¢dge come compctition time!

As an aside this discussion of WFFC miscs
some interesting questions abour the

psychology of competitiveness. For many,
fiy fishing is not a2 competitive sport and
they preferjust to enjoy the sucroundings
and the experience. However, people’s
compctitive side is never very hard to
awaken.As soon as we are (aiking about
how many fish we caught or how big
they were, we have just entered into the
“competitive’arcna,

Competition is socially accepted and
participation in compctition increases
the social acceptability of an individ-
ual. As social appreval is esscntial to

Proportion of total number of anglers (%)
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our survival and emotional well being,
competition has a social relevance and
value, Com petition seems to afl'ect every
aspect of our life including education,
sports, and also work, career and wealth
accumulation. Wealth, money and politi-
cal ambitions could however, be more
about power than competition.

Some forms of competition tend to focus
exclusively, or nearty so, on defeating
others Competition in the animal kingdom
is often taken to extremcs where, because
of the limited supply of foad and territory,
competition often becomes a fight-to-the
death encounter.Among humans living in
a sociery of abundance,a diffierent kind of
fightto the<leath desperationissometimes
seen—not physical desperation as animals
might fiice, but psychological. Because of
the anxiety that many people feel. “com
petitiveness,”or a desperate need to defeat
others, becomes a defensive motivittor.

1oing well takes a back seat.

Some people are more competitive for
biological reasons. Certain hormones
in our body make us more active and
competitive. Research carried out by
Robert josephs and Pranjal Mehta at the
University’ of Texas in Austin reveals that
after a man loscs a challenge, if he has a
high level of testosterone he will be more
willing t0 compete again. ‘the two psy
chology researchers studied more than GO
men who competed against cach other in
pairs. Surprisingly the researchers found
that changes in testosterone levels did
not howcver predict who would want
0 compere again among the 1men who
won the competition. The researchers
speculate winnérs may not be interested
in fucing the same opponent becausce the
re-match mightresult in i loss.

At the enc. of the day it is each to their

QW

THE FIRST WORLD FLY FISHING CHAMPIONSHIP

‘This was held in 1981 under the auspices of the International
Confederation of Sport Fishing (CIPS), and administered by the
International Federation of FreshWater Sport Fishing (FIPS-Ed). This
competition is ocganized every year and you can find further details at
wwwnzfishing.com/FlyFishingEvents AndCompetitions/FlyFishing Eve
nts AndCompetitions.htm

Parklands Motorlodge

WAGTEL COMPLIN « CONFTRINCT CEMTAE + RESTALRANT AND AR,

The ideal base for skiing, fishing, tramping, rafting and exploring the Tongariro
Nationa] Park. Best Westem Parklands Motorlodge features 31 comfortable ground
floar units - 12 Studio Units sleep 1-2 persons. 19 One bedroom Family enits sleep

1-5 persons all with kitchenette, A 20 point Motorheme Park and ample parking

for vehicles and boats. Coach groaps welcome. 35mins to Whakapapa Skifield,
2 minutes to the Ton 7. A great base Summer or Winter,

5, Fax: 07
@parklandsmotoriodge. co.nz
www.parklandsmotoriodge.co.nz
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By Mike Nicholson

Mike s our Educacor ac the
TJon garivo NautionalTrowe
Centre and ruos our

Tt )0 for Tenterreuw:
cducation progonmmes

The classroom and fisheut
pond are the focal point of
the edugation progrumme
Photo by Mike Nicholson

g i
7 a
FDility through Lake T

009isanothervibranrandexciting

year for the Taupo for T@morrow

programme. This includes the
Wonderful Wai learning programme for
year 3/4 students from within the Lake
laupo catchment arca. A large number
of local schools have alrcady booked in
for this opportunity and this year stu-
dents will be able to catch a fish from
the children’s ( shing pool ai no cost.
The focus of this programme is the long
term health of our precious lake ‘Taupo
with an cmphasis on storm water educa
tion. Many classes choose¢ to make this
programme paut of widerinquiry learn
ing in their classroom environment and
take the opportunity to utilise the gener
ous funding for the programme contrib
uted by Genesis Lnetgy. 1n addition, the
Taupo District Council covers the bus
costs associated with schools attending
the programme. Importantly this means
the barrier of cost associated with a
valuable lcaning experience outside the
classroom is lessencd for students in our
area,

‘fhe purchase of an inteiactive white
board and associated digital micro-

Taupo ForTomorrow
- Fishing for Knowledge

scope for the classroom in latc 2008
now cnables students the opportunity
L capture, vicw and record a range ol
invertebrates prescnt in the Tongariro
River in a detailed and meaningfui way.
Many of these species arc casily identi
fiable animals indicative of c¢xcellent
water quality, so provide u fine context
for water conservation studies. Our whitce
boar<{ also allows leamers to instantly
vicw digital video in their chosen area of
interest. In addition, the purchase of high
quality watcr tesling units provides chil
dren with up to date user fricnclly tech
nology and data collection methodology
when involved in field studies at the site.
The LEARNZ programme is set Lo visit
us again this year During 2008 our
field trip attracted around 1500 learn-
c¢rs from throughout NZ who were able
to ask fisherics staff questions about all
aspects of the fishery and looking after
the environment, as well as sce videos
of much of our work.We are hoping to
build on this number this year with a
1ange of new learning expcriences able
to be dclivered to leamer’s right across
the country. The videos captured during
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Educitor Mike Nicholson
uses the clecwonic white

beardto teach studemes.
Lreto Dy Glenn Maclean

Tongarico
Naional Trou

The clectronic whiteboard
and digital microscepe
enables demiled study of
theTaupo fishery.

Top: Rainhow trout ¢ggs
ready fec hatching
Middle: Newly hatched
rainbow tevut Gleving
Beuem: Stonefly aympPh
Photos by Mike Nicbelsen

LEARNZ are popular with visiting school
groups, particularly when looking al food
chains/webs, life cycles. management of a
natural resource and wider sustainability
issucs. In fact the beauty of the Taupo fer
Tomorrow programme lics in the ability
of the trout and associated waterways to
¢ngage students on site and provide a deep
and meaningfullearuing e xpericnce wittiin
a myriad of curriculum areas.

Onc¢e again the Tongariro National Trout
Centre Socicty members are ready to intro-
duce many young people to the joys of fly
lishing. many for the (irst time and promote
participation (1 this enjoyable and exciting
outdeer recreation. Withoul the assistance
of this group of dedicated volunteers we
simply would nor be able to offer this fantas
ticexperienceNot only isit wonderful tosee
the excitement on the srudents fices when
catching their fish, the interactions between
the anglers and their younger counterparts
can be truly memorable fer both parties.
Taupe for Tumerrew offers learners the
opportunity to think deeply about some
big issucs It provides an avenuc fer young
people to learn about how we can best use
and look aftcr our renewable resources and
engage with the aduatic animal life thac
relies on careful management an¢l moni-
toring. Srudents engaging in deep learning



Studems and teachens trom
Wairakei School ¢njoy one of
the tNTCedueation
Pregeumnes

Photo by Glenn Maclean

demonstrate curiosity and a personal
interest in developing their understand
ing. If the smiles and genuine enjoyment
displayed by students observing trout in
their natural environment and braving
the elements to test for water quality
and invertebrate life in the Tongariro
River is an indicator of deep learning,
then the Zaupo fer femerrow pro-
gramme provides a great place for stu-
dents to make sense of some increasingly

important envitonnientalissues in an<ver
changing wodd

Qur vision at 7aupo fer Tvinorrew is
for young people to value the unique
biodiversity and fresh water resources
throughout NZ. Sustainability, and con-
servation of natural resources are hugely
iinportam concepts, and these sime
young people are the thinkers, problem
solvers and decision makets of the firture.
See vouin 2009

ARE Y®U INTERESTED INTAKING PART IN

UPO FOR TOMORROW:
CONTACT:

MIKE NICHOLSON
EDUCATOR
TAUPO FISHERY AREA
07386 9246
mnichelsen@dec.gevt.nz
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By John Webh

t has Leen a busy time at the longariro National Irout Centre as we
move lowards a new era in its development. The event of most sig
nificance recently was the signing of the funding agreement between
Genesis Energy, the Tongariro National Trout Centre Socicty (TNTCS) and
Department of Conservation. In essence this has sccured Genesis Encrgy
as the primary supporter of TNTC with a funding package amounting to

$1m over 5 years This is fantastic for the ongoing viability of the education

program and will also allow progress on a number of TNTC projects.

Work for the new sewage reticulation scheme has been underway since
February and is now approaching compiction. The winner of the contrct
for the works was BEMA Contractors of Owhiango These are major works
and involve the installation of a ncw water main and scwage pumping infra-
structure along State¢ Highway 1 into TNTC, as well as a gravity sewer and
pumping station on the site. The sewage reticulation scheme will improve
the quality and management of the sanitary tunctions at TNTC and pave
the way for dealing with the increased demand tor these facilities resulting
from upcoming TNTC dcvelopments.

In conjunction with TNTCS the other major project underway is the con-
struction of the ncw entry path which will be finished by the time you
read thisThis path winds its way from the top carpark, through the native
bush beside the Waihukahuka Stream and emerges at the f.sh pass display
crossing the stream via the dam at this point. The path provides a scenic

Installation of the rising main sewer pipc. Pooto b)Y joibn Wb,




ToP: The aew cutrance
pathway begins!

Phote &y jobn Webb
Above! Concrete i$ poured
(o stabilisc the viewing
chamber pltform

Pheto by julle Greaves
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introduction to TNTC, will greatly
improve access for disabled visitors and
create 2 much better flow of people
through the site.

The foundations of the viewing chamber
platferm have also been repaired and
strengthened after the Waihukahuka
Stream had undermined the bank and
founidationsA concreteabutinent hasbeen
placed undcr the platfiorm to strengthen
¢existing feundations and ptevent further
erosion.T'his was a diflicult job as wetcon
crete is toxic to fish so the boxing had to
be water tight and pouring the concrete
undertaken with caution.

A small group of TNTCS voluntcers
have done a fantastic job keeping the
grounds work up to date around the site,
particularly mowing over the summer
This has been a real help given staffing
constraints faced by the Fishery Arca
team over the last 12 months.Ithasalso
given the opportunity fersome members
that want to participate in some of the
more prxctical aspects of the TNTC site
management to <o so and their input is
much appreciated.

The Christmas holiday children’s fishing
days trialled on the 11th and 18th of
January respectively were successful
with both days well booked as well as
a good turn out of TNTCS volunteers
and POC staff members. Having these
fishing days has meant that the trout in
the pond have necded to be kept for
an additional 2-3 months and as a result
some of the fish were getting quite
large by the fnal fishing <lay - making
for cxciting angling for the children.
The remaining fish were removed from
the fsh out pond on 23 January by a
combined DOC/INTCS team and went
to other children’s fishing facilities in
Taranaki and Wellington, administered
by Fish and Game. Ordinarily the pond
would be complctely drained, dried,
reflled and the raceway fish put in to
restock the pond. However, due ro the
site works transfer of fish for the 2009
fish-out programme was delayed until
early March.

There has been another staff change
at TNTC also with Manager, Kim Turia
moving on o the Turangi-fiupo area
and her role now filled by myselfThis
has lelt the TNT C Ranger position vacant
and it will be filled in clue course. in the
meantime Harry Hamilton, one of the
“Faupo Fishery's most experienced field
Rangers has taken on the temporary: role
of oversceing on site dutics and fish hus-
bandry responsibilitics.

Callin and check out our new entry track,
it makes fora greatstart to your visit



The flatfish is very popular

66

with’lznepo locals
far goecl ceason
Pheto by Caltum Benrke

By Michac] Hill
Mike is a Ranger in our ficld
operations work

Flatfishing on Lake Taupo

Ithough there are many forms

of boat fishing, trolling a stain-

¢ss or copper wire line with a
flatfish lure is one of the more unique
ways Lo catch trout on Lake Taupo.
This tedwnique has been used since the
196('s and while distained by some. it is
a favourite method among many locals
- including myselfl
My father taught me how to use a flat-
fish and still occasionally tries to teach
me a thing or two about the technique
today. When I was young we would
cither troll a wire line with a fiatfish
lure down deep on each side ofthe boat
or use harling sets for shallow watet
Sometimes we would use combinations

of thetw o. Most of the time the wire
line and flatfish would catchgood, well
conditioned fish.It still does and it is still
my first choice tactic when trolling.

If you are not familiar with wirelines
and flatfish then this article provides
a few basic pointers on their use. Let's
start with the lure itself - the flatfish or
as the Australians call it ‘the guick fish’.
It can be best described as a banana
shaped lure, wide at one end narrows
ing to the otherThe hook is attached to
the narrow end via a split ring. Flatfish
have a very Quick erratic action in the
water (hence their Australian name) and
they come in various colours and pat-
terns. Although colour and pattern is



A levetwvind reel and o
reasonably stundy cod

are the ideal serup

Photo By Caliton Bewr ke

largely a matter of personal preference,
I have a lot of success using a silver on¢
with a red tag If silver is not catching
fish a change to light gold can make a
difference but the choicc is yours,

Setting up therig is fuirly sttaight forward.
You can buy ready made set-ups from
local shops butany boatrod will suffice
so long as it is not too {limsy.A couple of

hundred metres of wire out adds up to

a rcasonable weight and the rod needs
to be able to handle this.Also choose a
rod with sturdy metal rings as the wire
can wear a groove in the eyes otherwise,
risking damage to your monofilament
leader and making it diffcult te let out
or retrieve the wirvline

You will be doing yoursclf a favour by
using the correct reel. This is preferably
one with a level wind guide. The reason
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..thesecretisinthe
flavoured woods and cures
cooking has never tasted better!

Formaere informatian and Yaur near(st
New Zealand Retaller go to:

www.bradleysmoker.co.nz

oremail info®bradleysmoker<o.nz

Oigiribua.ed®y: o
INNOVATIONS MTD

for this is that you must make sur¢
the wire line is wound back onto
the reel evenly. If it builds up in
onc¢ spot it can crinkle over cre
ating a nasty bird's nest. However
make sure the small swivelsused to
make up the rig can pass thwough
thelevel wind guide of the reel

If making up your own line attach
50m of 15 to 20kg backing to th¢
reel with a small swivel attached
to the end.Tie the wirc line to the
swivel and backing using a fencing
knot and wind the line onto the
reel, 160-170m of wir¢ kine should
be sufficient. Ity and wind the
line on with a slight tension and
ensure the line goes on smoothly,
if the wire crimps this will create a
weak point.On the end ofthe wire
conncct a second swivel and to
this attach 2m of 10 to 15kg trace
and a flatfish of your choosing.

To let out wire line,loosen of[ the
drag and pull the line off the spool
by hand. Once you get a reason
able length of line in the water its
weight will be sufficient to pull the
rest of the line out. Do not click the
reclintofree spool without slowing
the spool with your thumb, as it
will run faster than the amount of
line being released and you willbe
untangling fer the rest of the day.
One trick is to add a single colour
offead line (10 vards) between your
witelince and trace which makes it
casierto get your line started when
vou are letting it out.

Ultimately you can use a atfish
however you please although it is
best telled down deep. We often
actually bounce the flatfsh lure
along the lakebed kicking up the
sand.To do this it is essential you
know the typc of botiom you are
dragging your lurc across. Onc dis-
advantage of flatfish is their price
and the novelty of hanging a flat-

fish and possibly your wireline as
well up on the rocks soon wears
off. This is also why heavy trace is
required as the sand on the bottom
will wear it down andyou will defi-
nitely encounter weed and snags.
Target sandy bottoms at 20 to 30m
depth, or with the help of polar-
ized lenses or a depth fmder follow
the drop-offs. You will need to let
out at least 100m of wire line to
achieve this depth depending on
how fast you troll.

As you are trolling you will notice
the rod tip vibrating and shaking,
a flatfish is a very active lure and
even thongh the wire dampens
their action it is still more than
enough to register on the rod tip.
This is a good sign, it means the
lurc is working well. If the rod tip
ceases to shake it is likely some
debris has been picked up off the
bottom or it has snagged. Grab the
line with your hand and try to pull
it free otherwise wind in, clear
the hook and start again. I like to
hold the rod as 1 troll. the vibiation
keeps me interested and amusced.
Onc tip with using flatfish is limit
yourself to no more than two of
thesc lures out at any time.As | have
mentioned they are very active and
move a long way sideways. Even
with two lures well spaced there is
a risk that onc¢ lure will zig while
the other zags and an almighty
tangle will result. Another option in
these circumstances is to use 5 to 7
kg trace accompanied with a cobra
lure. In this circumstance ¢t out
about 150m of wite line to achicve
a depth of around 40m.

Hopefully 1 have given you a better
understanding of flat-fishing It is
another option to try and when
the trout are deep in late summer
and autumn a very effective way to
target them. Go get 'em!!!



By Jill Larsen-Welsh

Jill is our Area Compliance
Officer and is responsible for
compliance and law
enforcement

CLE Wrap Up

ere we are again with another

‘scorching summer’ all but a

distant memory. Winter for our
Rangers’ signals the start of river angler
surveys and fish trap operations. This
enables us to collect valuable informa-
tion about the fishery, and also ensure
angler compliance with basic rules and
regulations. Here's hoping this winter
will bring many fish through the traps.
Summer out on the lakes and rivers saw
relatively good compliance, with only a
handful of prosecution files passing over
my desk since October 2008. However
even though the minimum size limit
for trout was reduced in October last
year, we are still seeing people keeping
trout under 40cm in length. Perhaps it is
just one of those things, but I can't for
the life of me figure out why someone
would want to keep a fish THAT small.
Even keeping a trout of 40 cm is border
line for most of us - but 35cm?
Trolling on the lake seems to be as
popular as ever, as unfortunately does
trolling too close to the river mouths.
There is a 300 metre radius from the
centre of most river mouths where troll-
ing and jigging is prohibited to allow
wading anglers a fair go. The river
mouths where this restriction applics
are marked with a white pole that has
yellow and black stripes on it. This pole
is an indicator only, pointing out that
the river mouth is there - and gives a
rough indication from where to measure
300m.

I fished in the Motuoapa Fishing and

Boating Association’s competition in
January and thoroughly enjoyed it. It was
great to see a room bursting with people
who are like minded about our fishery
and want to enjoy it to its fullest extent.
At the main prize giving on the Sunday
night it was good to see all the children
receive a prize for their efforts to catch

catfish (one of the pest fish in Lake
Taupo), 431 in total and interestingly
enough one of the entrants brought in
two goldfish he had caught that day as
well. Didymo Dave (Dave Cade) gave a
compelling speech, in a way that only
Dave can, about the recent negativity
about the fishery in general. He pointed
out the absolute merits of the area and
I have no doubt that most people left
there with more positive than nega-
tive feelings. Dave does a great job out
there promoting the Check, Clean, Dry
message - doing his bit to help prevent
the spread of aguatic weeds and pests
including Didymo in our pristine fishing
waters.

With the onset of the spawning runs and
the increase of river angling it scems
timely to remind anglers that felt soled
boots are no longer permitted to be
worn when fishing in this district. Felt
soles are very difficult to decontami-
nate and this is a nationwide measure to
control the spread of didymo and other
aquatic nasties

Winter usually brings with it an increase
in serious poaching activity. Spawning
fish in the regions rivers and streams
are vulnerable to netting or spearing
and we are always on the lookout for
suspicious activity. When someone sets
a net in a spawning stream it is not only
the fact that it is a very destructive and
non selective way of gathering fish but it
also can cause a large amount of damage
to the redds already laid in the stream
bed. If you do happen to come across a
net in your travels please do not move
it as much as you may want to save any
further fish becoming entangled in it.
At the end of the day the best way to
protect the fishery is to apprehend the
people setting the net. This will be best
achieved by leaving the net where it
is, quietly removing yourself from the
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scene imd immediately phoning our
Duty Officcr on the number listed below
or on your licence.

Information reccived from the public is
wheeever possible acted on immediately
and has seen a few baddics caught over
the last yeac However it’sakvays a shame
when we reccive infermation too late.
Time is of the essence when crime: is
concerned, and the carlier we receive the
infermation and can respond then the
greater the chance of apprehending the
offenders. Our staffare on callto respond
to incidents atany time of the day or night
soring usitt midnight if nccessary should
you suspect any type of illegal activity.
The maximum fine for spawning stream
oftences is 1 year in prison or $10,000,s0
you can sce itis viewed at the high end of
the scale of offending.

Recently we have had success with a
casc of nctting in a spawning strcam that
initially was heard in the “faupo District
Court The defendant pleaded not guilty
and cited customary fishing rights as
part of his defence. The District Court
convicted the defiendant on all charges
who then subsequently lodged anappeal
againstthe convictionand sentence with
the High Court in Rotorua. The High
Court, after hearing the evidence and
submissions, dismissed this appeal. The
Judge concluded that there: arc no cus-
tomary fishing rights in respeet of trout

that cxist outside the Conscryation Act
1987 which is the legislation that covers
trout fisherics in NZ.

Like-minded would be offenders are
warned that ‘customary rights’ is not a
defence for gathering trout and imy inci
dents of illegal gathering of trout will
almost certainly result in legalaction by
the Department.

Car park crime is always a problem -
maybceit's justa sign of the times. Therc is
nothing worse than arriving back at your
vehicle to find a windosv smashed imdall
of your gear gone. People are reminded
to lock valuables safiely in the boot, out of
sight- or better still leave them at home.
Thieves will take every opportunity you
give them, so the short answer is ‘don't
give them the opportunity’.

Ona much more positive note it is pleas-
ing to see the very great proportion of
anglers abiding by the rules. Winter
is definitely a busy time for us in the
fishery and we encourage anglers to
check the rules and regulations prior to
commencing fshing for the season.’1his
not only refreshes your memory on the
dos and don'ts hut also serves to avoid
an embarrassing encounter when you
arestopped by a Ranger

Here's hoping for a great season! If early
indicationsare anything to go by, thenwe
can look forward to increased fish size
and quality and a good season overall.

INFORMATION ABOUT ILLEGAL ACTIVITY
IS MOST USEFUL WHEN IT IS PASSED ON

IMMEDIALELY

IF YOU SEE ANYTHING OF CONCERN
PLEASE CONTACT US
07 386 8607 (8am to Spm)
OR FISHERY DUTY OFFICER any time
027 290 7758



ANGLERS PARADISE
- A History of the Taupo Fishery

inCe the release of brown and rainbow trout in the 1890s into Lake Taupo and

it’s main spawning tributary the Tongariro River, theTaupo Fishery has provided

outstanding angling and achieved world fiime The 70 minute film The Angler's
Paradise not only traces the early history of the establishing, management and conser-
vation of the fishery, it also rells the personal stories of some of the people involved
and the passion they have for the anca and fidr this unique history
The documentary will be screening in Auckland at the Rialto Cinema on Broadway,
Newmarket, Monday July 20 and Wednesday July 22 at 63 8pm. Bookings advised by
calling 99 369 2417 or wwwrialto.co.n.
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By John Webb

fish reAdy for smoking.
Photd by Jobr Webb

Children’s Fishing Days 2009

|\ has been an excellent start 10 the

2009 children's fishing days despie

the large amount of site works occur-
ring this year (sce Whet's Up at TNTC
page 64) The turnout has been gre:at, the
fish have been biting and the kids have
been continuing 1o enjoy thosc smoked
irout at lunch ime! We have been (airly
fortunate with the weather ahhough
the last fishing day on Queens Birthday
weekend was a bit cool: The Tongariro
National Trowm Centre Socicty volunteers
do an excellent job on thesc fishing days
and they are essential to the success.

‘The programme now alsoincludes fishing
days during the summer These were
trialled in Jimuary this year and were a
success. Italso means holding ihe Gsh for
i few mor:: months so they are getting

BIG hy 1his time and this gives sonte of
the younger anglers; a real thrill.
Bookings can be made by phoning the
Tongariro Nationul ‘frout Centre Socicty
volumeers at the River Walk visitor
cenir¢ on (07) 3%6 8085 belween 10am
and 3pm (1 May to 30 November) and
berween 10am and $pm (1 Decemier to
30 April) or by email troutcemre®rcup.
org.nz .by websile wwwiroulcenire.org.
nz or by fxx (87) 386 8490.

REMAINING DATES
FOR 2009
Sunday 12 July
(School Holidays)
Sunday 4 October
(School Holidays)
Sunday 25 October
(Labour Weekend)

SUMMER FISHING
PROGRAMME
Sunday 10 January 2010
Sunday 17 January 2010



New Faces in the Taupe Fishery Team

CHRISTINE DALLY

Hello,I'm Christine Dally,1'm 41 vears old and martied with 3 sons and 1 have taken on
the role of Ranger - Setvice until December 2009 1 grew up in the Wellington acea but
my love for the lake and mountains brought me to'finangi on a regular basis 1 met my
husband while holidaying here in 1987 and have lived in the area since 1988

When | was younger it was skiing on the ake and moumain 1 enjoyed. I have also
enjoyed the tramping and running tracks that Tongariro Nationdl Park has to offec
My family also like the outdoot's and my youngest son is a keen anglec

Since starting at DOC in April I have been amazed by the amount of work, data,
science and organization, involved. The (isheries team put in an awful lot of time
and effort to make sure everything runs smoothly and anglers have the best pos-
sible tinie fishing in our area.

I hope all the anglers out there have a great 2009-2010 fishing scason

PAUL MCDONALD

Hi, P’m Paul. I grew up in Hamilton spending most summers surfing and fishing on
the Coromandef.Then I did my OE, spending 11 years in the USA building homes
and as a fly-fishing guide in the Rocksy Mountains of Colorado.

Returning to NZ I was very keen to work in fisheries and started working as a DOC
Rangerin Obakune,which was an excellent base to fish the rivers around’tongariro
National Park. Then recently | had the opportunity to become part of the laupo
Fishery Area team as a trap operatocThis is tantastic as I get to handle trout that
many anglers only dream of - especially at Lake Otamangakau.

I am pleased to be working for DOC and especially with the great team that look
after our wonderful lakes and rivers.

NEAL TURANGA

KoTongauriro t¢ Maunga
Ko Rotoaiza te Moana

Ko Tuwharctoa te Iwi
Ko Ngati Hikairo te Hapu
Ko Papakai te Marae

Kia o | am Neal Turanga. I am one of 25 Maori Cadets
chosen for the DOC Ranger course - Kaitiaki Tangata
Whenua which commenced in February 2009 for a term of
22 months. Since then | have worked in the Taupo Fishery
Area team which has given me a broader understanding of
how important the Taupo fishery is to the people of Ngati
Tuwharetoa, and also all of Aotcarou.

Born and raised in Turangi, I fnished my schooling in Cental Otago where my father
moved us when he went te work on the Clyde Dam. I lived in Sydney for 13 vears
during which time I became a qualified brick and block layver I met my partner and
had a couple of kids then moved home in 2001.

Lhave always been interested in outdoor, hands on Mahi.l am proud of m y Maori heri-
tage and grateful to represent my Iwi within BOC.
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» Specialising ing
W « Fresh & Saltwater Tack!
(‘? « Rod & Waders Hire

 Fishing Licences LA
« Hunting Permits hat
« Fishing Guides & Boat Charter§
« Home stay accommodation

and 24hr service

Steve and
Angela Barry
{new owners)
147 Tongarire Street, &
Taupo

Ph/Fax:

87 378 3714
Mobile:
9274 458 964

Taupo Field & Stream:

=
s

Judge’s Pool Motel

» 9 sell contained units
* Quiet surroundings, no traffic noise

i
= Full facilities for fishermen :
* Spa pool

5% discount on
accommodation when
you show this ad

92 Taupehi Road, Turangi

SeTss= Phone: 07 386 7892
el Fox 07 386 7890

 Right on rhe banks of the wodd fameus
Tangarie River.
ensive riverside acosmmaodation.
oubles from 565 per night.
sharex| Kichen3Dining Redon with 2dl fadiliics
. sunge with apen lire and sun decks,
 Fishing guices available.
15 Taupehi Read, Turangi
New Zealand. Ph: (07) 3868
150 Fax: (07) 386 8150
Eqai.: sportsmanstodge@antra.conz

Turangi €Cabins &
Holiday Park

* CampervansfCaravans - Tent Sites
+ 96 Budget Cabins » On-site caravans

FACILITIES INCLUDES:
= Kitchens & dining rooms catering for aver [00 people
. Laundries with autem:atic washing machines,
dryers & drying room
*+ T¢ room * BBQ x19a * Table Tennis + Childrens Play Area
* Telephone + Fish claaning area & fish freeze
= Caravan & boat storage

Ohuanga Rd,
PQ Box 41, Turangi
Ph {07) 385 8754

Kerert
,C()déc’

Tauranga-Taupo
Riverside Retreat
secluded - unspoilt

Phone @7 3866011
Mobile @27 - 464 2847
Email  yerex@xtra.co.nz

Creel Tackle Hause% :

189 Taupahi Road, Turang
Brian Scott: Phone/Fax 07 386 7929
FLY FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS

@ Quality fly tying materiats
@ Hire #ackle
® Open 7 days

Central Nerth [sland Agents feor:
Raft Fish
the Central
RAFTING Plateau
g anccuncn. RIVErS

For Rafting and
Raft Fishing

in the North Island
contact: Garth and
Leigh Oakden

'Freephone
0800 10 10 24
email info@trr.co.nz

www.trr.co.nz




¢ TARATA FISHAWAY e

+ ACGOMMOBATION » GUIDEO OR UNGUINEQ FISHING o
Situated [ the camoie Mokel Valicy where thie picturasue
Rangitle Rirves nwegts the rupped A-mhir e Aanpes. Unique
raLt fhing right at ous denrstep.

Localion, fecalion, fecation. New! River Retreat,
Spa Bath. Hemestead, Fisherman's Cottage, Trout
Fishing, Rafting, Tran Spetlight Safaiis,
Camp Out's. “Mini” Gelf, Ciay Bird Shesting.

TourHosts Trudi 8
Stephen Matieck.
Ph: 06368 0354.
Fax: 06388 0954
Em3il: Rshaway@ira-co.nz
Wet: wiaml21312.00.02

273 Taupehl Rd
Turangi, New Zealand

Ph: 07 386 5441

* All shandords ol
accommodalion
from $25 pes night
per person

¢ Self cetes
facililies ong
aseas

* Alo Carle
Restouront

* Micco Brewery

® Spo & Souno

» Well even cook
yeur calchl

Far baokings: Box 174 Turongi 27 51
PH: (07) 386 7492 FAX:(07) 386 0106

To advertise in the
Target Taupo Field &
Stream Directory,
and reach 12,000 annual
- fishing licence holders,
» contact Peter McIntosh

on (09) 634 1800

’Kazmanawa Bistro

L1 RESTAURANT
at the Kaimanawa Lodge, urangi

Delicious food
for hungry lishermen
HOSTS: Chiris and Marilyn

7 336 8709
I"ax 87 386 8768
Email chriswright@stra.conz
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Great things come in
little packages

New from Haines Hunter this Award winning model has been crafted
to provide the perfect option for those looking for functionality,
performance & styleat an affordable price. The enhanced structural
integrity of the 485 SF incorporates our time proven “handlaid”
construction blended with the vety latest ‘infusion laminated”
structural hull liner resulting in a lightweight but extremely strong
boat that boasts a huge underftoor storage area & a cockpit area
normally found in larger craft.

With an all up towing weight of 840kg" this boat is designed to
perform with as little as 50hp. Easily towed by the smaller car the
485 SF will openup new horizons for young & old. Take the kids for
a ski, slip away for a spot of straylining or cast a fly for a crafty old

trout, this boat makes dreams a reality. The spacious
cuddy cabin not only provides shelter from the
elements but also provides excellent access for

anchoring. Excellent vision and comfoit at the

kelm is enhanced with the provision for your

selection of fish finder & GPS Chart Plotter. The
stylish windscreen gives great protection with the

added benefit of a grabrail for your convenience. The 485 Haines
Hunter is a true reflection of the Haines Huntes design philosophy
- superb handling on the water. functionality & style The best
investment for your family with an even greater return.

‘Wit vaiy with differént meter eptiens

@ EIAINIES]E [ URNTER

- THE SECRET IS IN THE RIDE

Haines Hunter NZ Ltd, 80 Cawley Street or P.O. Box 11015, Ellerslie, Auckland, New Zealand.
Free Phone 0508 HAINES, Phone 09 579 9661, Fax 09 525 0173
Email sales@haineshunter.co.nz - www.haineshunter.co.nz

" Marine
Inelustr,

¥
Assodation
NEW ZTALAND
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HI—-LINME PERFORIMIAINICE

Compact and lightweight the Yamaha 150 Four Stroke In- line four cylinder outboard is designed to run quietly, economically and very, very cleanly
The Double overhead camshafts and four valves per cylinder create increased air supply and volumetric efficiency increasing power and performanc

The Twin Counter Balancer Shafts minimize engine vibration for a smooth, pl

boating experience.
New Zealand's most popular outboard has earmed the reputation of being the ultra reliable, long lasting with a start every time reputation.
Invest in the a new Yamaha 150 four stroke with all the advantages.

@ For more details and technical information

please visit yarms ator : \ﬁ%@
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