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By John Gibbs
Taupo Fishery Areis Manager

Pheto: Tony Rexdiisgh

Fishery forward

GREETINGS FROM THE TAUPQO FISHERY TEAM

TheTaupo fishery is facing seme unique challenges. The cecently cemipleted 5 yvearly
harvest survey. reperted in this issue. shows continuing high levels of use by a
declining numbcer of anglers

Altheugh totl fishing ctfort. catch and harvest has declined frem thepeak of 2000/01. it
is stillthe secend highest 1ecerded. At the same time there has beea a censideabic drep
Is is that

in the number of imglers, which is almest counter intitive. What the data reve:
individual anglers are tishing merc eften. 1n the previous survey there were 61,495 adult
fishing licences seld and 755,500 heurs of c(fort - anaverage of 12.3 heurs per licence
1n 2005/06.44.395 adult licences were seld (a decline of 28%) and 703,000 heurs fished
Thisaverages [5.8hours perlicence, an effert-peranglerincrease of 28% Aleng with the
increase in etfort per angler comes a similar increase in tront catch per anglee

The great majerity of Taupe anglers are visitors to the district (80%) and largely of
domestic erigin (73%). These prepertions have changed little ever time. The mest

recem teurist infermation ter the Lake Taupe district shows a decline of 21% in the
tetal number of visits by demestic visiters between 2000/01 and 2005/06. This is not
tee ditferent Irom the drop in lishing licence sales over the same period and suggests
that there is a relatienship between changes in the number of visiters of al! kinds and
the number anglers using the fishery While many things may drive the drep in visiter
numbersin a region, itis clear from natienal trends that increased everseas travel and
higher fuel prices have had a majer impact on demestic travel. Net rocket science, 1
hear you say? But let’s leek mere clescly at the implications of this for the fishery
Aleng with all ether freshwater sperts fisherics in New Zealand, management of the
‘Thupo fishery is funded solely with revenue frem anglers' licence tecs. Sinplistically
then, the fewer licences seld the less revenue there is for managing the resource, While
sonx: management cests decline with reducing use. mest den't as they are driven by
external tactors such as changes in habitat, land use, water quality and competition for
use of reseurces. This creates a need for increasing menitering and research as well is
public awareness and advocacy te easure fishery quality and sustainability

Despite increases in licence fees, revenue has
remained esseatially static’ er c¢ven declined
when inflatien cffects are censidered. There has
been a small but steady increase in the proper-

tion of longer-term adult licences sold. It seems

there may be a valid case feor reconsidering the
reluive {ces ler longer-term licences in the light
of the increasing lishery use by these anglers.
We will be discussing this in mere detail in 2
future article and encouraging debate through
the Taupo FisheryAdvisory Committee

Once again there is a wealth ef interesting and
informative steries in this issuc of Target
Terpo. The abundance of small trent shewing
in spring catches promises great oppertunitics
for Like fishing this summer We hepe yeu
cnjey beth.
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Fishery harvest results

esults of the 2005/06 scason-
long survey of the caich from
the Taupo fishery indicate that
anglers made a quacter of a million trips,
fishing for over 700.000 hours to catch
nearly 200,

trout but what docs this really mean for

0 lacge teout. That is a lot of

the £she

Historically, fishcry managers and
anglers were of the view that the size of
the Taupo trout population was such
that it couldn't be affected by the
angling catch. Nevertheless some esti-
mates of (he annual trout harvest (fish

killed) from the Taupo fishery were

made over the vears using a combina
tion of angler diarics, intuitive estimates
and field checks. with estimaltes ranging
from 440 to 1200 tonnes.

During the late 1980s. the Taupo tishery
went through a well publicised decline,
the reasens for which were not initially
readily apparent ta us. At the same time,
Dr Martin Cryer undcertook an extensive
2 year study of trout production in the
lake, Cryer estimated the annual produe
tion oftrout 1@ be 540 tonnes in 1988 and
340 tonnes in 1989 These estimates were
clearly incompatible with the earlicr esti
mates of harvest but highlighted that




even a much smaller hasvest could poten
tially be critical,imd that an accurate esti-
mate of harvest was essemial,

in responsc, we undert®®k an intensive
year-long assessment of angling harvest
during the 1990/91 season using a strat-
ilicd random sampling approiach and
direct field teasurement of angling
counts of anglers

eflortand catch. Aer
were used 1o estimate daily angling
cffort and anglers interviewced while
fishing to dctennine their angling
success over the survey day,

Results from the suryvey indicated an
anoual harvest of 113.000 trout or an
estimated 175 tonnes. Such a figure was
consistent with the previously esti-
mated production fgures albeit that it
represented a high proportion of the
annual trout production. This supported
the hypothesis that the current harvest
was likely to be having a major effect on
the quality of the tishery and in
response munagers cut the daily bag
limit from 8 trout to 3 in December
1990. This realisation that harvest could
be critical highlighled the necd 1o accu

rately measure the harvest on an
ongoing basis. However, the logistics
and costs of the 1990/91 survey prohib-
ited undertaking the survey cvery year
and so the dccision wias miade to
measure the hanvest every 5 years.

A sceond survey wis undettaken over the
1995/96 lishing season and repeated inan
extended form over the 2000/01 and
2005/06 seasons. All but the lake edge
fisheries (but including the Tongariro
Delea) were measurced during 2005/66.
This article presents the resuits of the
2005/06 survey and discusses the impli-

citions of these.

Results

The total cffort expended by anglers boat
fishing on the lake and {ly fishing on the
“fongarito and Taurangia Taupo rh'ers over
the 2005/06 scason was estimated at
609.710 hours or an estimated 259,875
angler visits. These anglers caught an

extimated 169,600 legal sized trout it an
ov¢rull catch rate of 0.27 fish per hour (!
lish every 3 hours 40 minutes) They kept
060% of these or 101.620 trout. Anglers
also caught an additional 87,320 under.
size trout which they were required to
release.soin total released 153,300 wrout
or 60.4% of their totul catch. This high-
lights the importance of anglers pric-
tising sound release techniques which
cnsure the survivitl of the tish, Othenvisc
the actual harvest (fish killed) could be
morc than double the recorded harvest.

“Ihe resources requincd meant that it was
not realis:ic to estimate the angling catch
from the four smalier custern triblnarics
(Waitahaoui, linemainia. Wainurino &
Waiotaka rivers) though the effort was
measured using :icrial counts. Assuming
that the catch from these tributtrics is

proportional to the cffort expended on
them.hen these tibutarics account for an
additional effort of 24.580 hours, a cach
of 6,788 trout and a harvest of 4.015 trout
Similarly the decision was made not 1o
measure the lake cdge fishery (other than
the Tongariro Delta) given its relalively
small magnitude as identified during the
2080/01 harvest sunvey compauced to the
resources required to obtain accuriite

data. 1o estimate a catch, harvest and
cffort from this section of the fishery we
instcad assumed these comprised the
same proportion of the total lake figures
as  wias measured in 2000/01. This
produces an estimate of the lake cdge
effort of 68,790 hours, a catch of 8300
trout and a harvest of 2985 trout.

Overall, we estimate that for the 2005/06
scason anglers expended a total effort of
703.080 hours across the whole of the
lake and river fishcry for a catch of
181.600 legal sized trout and a tetal
harvest of 108620 trout.

River Fishery

last scasen there wis a small increase in
the total efforr (102.808 hours) expended
by anglers on the Tongaciro River, being
the highest recorded over the 4 surveys



Graph 1: Estimates of cffort.
cuech and hacv'est for the
1990/91, 1995/96, 2000701 &
2005/06 harvest seasons on
the Tongarito River

Tablc I: Angliog effort, carch,
hacvest and ¢ateh ate by
utethod for the'longurico

River 2005/06

40000 120000

35000 100000

30000 |
- 80000

5000 | oAl
3 25000 4
Ezuoua + 80000 2
2 H
€ T
3 tsom0 w
2z ———————————— ———* 40000

0000

20000
5000
0 0
1980491 1995/86 2000/01 2005/06
Season
[—=—Catch —o—Harvest —a—Effort

(Graph 1).The catch of 36,000 trout is
also the highest recorded and an increase
of 118% since the low point in the fishery
in 1990/91 However the harvest wis less
than in 1995/96 and has remained relit
tively constant over the last 15 years
ranging between 12,460 and 13.850
trout. This reflcets the increased practice
of catch and release in recent years which
has offset the increasing catch.

A significantshift has been in the seasonal
timing, the catch considerably higher
during the latter part of the scason
(Scptember-Qctober) in comparison to 5
years ago. Almost 60% of the toul
Tengariro River catch was caught during
these 2 months in comparison to 20%
back in 2000/01. This is consistent with
the pattern obscrved theough the Waipa
Stream fish teap. Approximately 70% of
the annual ciinbow trout run through the
tiap occurred after the lst of September
2005 with the runs recorded during
November and December being larger
thun those between June and August!

The decline in effort evident on the
Tongariro River in 1995/96 was in a luge

pire caused by a significant drop in angier
numbers in 1996 following concerns over
the possible impacts of the 1995 Mount
Ruapchu eruptions. Interestingly in both
1995/96 and 2008/01 the Tongariro River
accounted for 33% of the total river
fishing effort but this increased to 70%
last season. The next most important river
was the Tauranga ‘Taupo which attracted
14% of the total river effort. a significant

decline since 1995/96 when it attracted

almost one quarter of the total river
angling. The Waitahanui River has
renmained the third most popular river
(10%) followed by the llinemaiaia (4%).
Waiotaka (2%) and Waimarino (1%) rivers.
On the Tongariro River nymph fishing
with a floating line cominues ta be the
most popular method, probubly because
it is generally more successful (Fable 1),
Despite a slight swing back to the more
truditional downstream wet fly £ shing
technique in 2000/01 this was only short
lived and in 2005/06 nymph fishing once
again accoumed for 79% of the effort
and 86% of the carch.These figures were
very similar ta the 1995/96 season.

Method Lffort Catch Harvest Catch rate (fish/hour)
Nymph 81230 30775 11355
Welfly 21555 5225 2470 0.24
Total 102785 36000 13820
% Nymph 79 86 823




NZ's biggest selling premium fly rod?

How to select a rod...
“40f course, with so many choices, choosing
the right fly rod has never been more
difficult. At Sage, we believe each angler
has a specific set of needs - from personal
casting style and angling techniques to fish
size and, yes, even our bank account size.

The right rod for you is the one that allows
you to cast better, fish more effectively and
enjoy yourself more. For example, if your
natural casting motion tends to be quick
and precise, our faster action rods like

the TCR or the Z-Axis will fit you perfectly.
If, on the other hand, you prefer a more
relaxed casting stroke, the SLT is the rod
for you. Our FLi and Launch Series rods are
specifically designed to make learning to
cast easier for everyone.

You won't find Sage everywhere, but where
you do, you will find an expert to match you
up with the right rod that works for you.”?

Mike Stent, flyfishing guide and owner of
EEE The Fly & Gun Hunting & fishing shop, Taupo.
@ The Fly & Gun Shop, Taupo @ Sporting Life, Turangi @ The Complete Angler, Christchurch - —_—
@ Hunting & Fishing Rotorua ® Hunting & Fishing Tauranga @ Hamills, Hastings @ Tisdalls, Auckland

@ Tisdalls, Wellington @ Tisdalls, Palmerston North @ Hunting & Fishing Nelson @ Fishernan’s Loft, Christchurch M a_c“i;.'in
. @ Fish City Ltd, Hamilton @ Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing, Lower Hutt @ Fish City Ltd, Albany US.A.
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Rob Mcliv counts inglers
feorm the 2ir 10 deterninine
the angllng cifort on the
‘I'ongariro River

Photo: Roly Itood

Table 2: Angling cffort,
cateh, barvest and ¢atch me
by method for the Faemys
1oapo River 2005 /66

On the Taurmga Taupo River nymph
fishing was even more dominint
accounting fer 90.3% of the effort
Intesesringly though the catch rates for
both methads are identical on this river
Overcall anglers had an estimatexd catch rate
of 0.29 fish per hour compared to 0.38 tish
per hour on the Tongariro River (Table 2).

On the Tongariro River guided anglers
comprised only 3.6% of the toral effort
and accounted for 3.1% of the total
catch compared to 14.1% of the total
cffort and 23.2% of the cateh on the
Tauranga Taupo River. This reflects local
guides’ preference tor the Tauranga
Taupo River as has been the case during

previous harvest surveys.

Lake Taupo Fishery

In 1990/91 the lake attracted 3.4 times
more  fishing than occurred on the
Tongariro River, the proportion increasing
to 3.4 in 2000/01 but dcereusing back to

highlight that while the Vaupo river fish-

eries tend to have a very high profile, for
the vast majority of' laupo anglers it is the
lake that attzacts them. In all anglers spent
more than 450,000 hours trolling and
jigrging on Lakc Taupo last scason.

The catch of legal sized trout (>45cm)
on the lake has increased from an csti
mated 75.000 in 1990/91 (when the size
limit was 35cm) to a peak of 161.125 in
2000/01 before decreasing to 118.000 in
2005/06 (Graph 2). In part this trend
reflects the increase in angling cffort but
also the general improvement in catch
rates over this periiod.Given that the first
survey coincided with the low point in
the productivity of theTaupo fishery it is
net surPrising that catch rates have
increased as the fshery rebounded.’Fhe
year 2000 was an acknowledged peak in
the Taupo fshery and in this sense, the
increasced catch at that time is not a
cause for concern as it reflects that there

4.4 duriing 2003/06. These figures were more fish available to be caught.
Method Lffort Catch Harvest Catch rate (fish/hour)
Nymph 18190 5285 2240 0.29
Wetfly 1960 545 210 0.28

“Total 20150 5830 2450
% Nymph 90.3 90.7 91.4




Gragh 2: Extimates of effort,
<iteh and haevest for the
1090/91.1995/96,200/01 &
2005/86 harvest seasons on
lakeTaupo.
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However in 2005/06 the cffort was
similar but the catch rates were lower
than in 2000/0} which is the major
reason for the reduced catch. This very
high level of eflort at a time when the
fishery is not as strong potentially
increases the risk of overharvest.

fast summer anglers reported catching
many small, well conditioned fish but it
wasn't until we analysed the harvest
data in full that we realised just how
many undersized fish had been caught.
The total number of undersized fish
caught (<45cm) was estimated at
73,000 which was considerably higher

SPORTING L

than the 50,400 estimated five years
ago. It is possible that this reflects the
impact of the late spiawning in recent
years and the fict that the fish are
several months younger (and therefore
snaller) than for the same time of year
previously. ‘This means a higher propor-
tion of the trout are less than the legal
size over the busy summer period.

‘The percentage of legal sized fish killed
by luke anglers has continued te decreiase
from87% cluring 1990/911067.3% during
2005/06 and the importance of gowd
releasing techniques cannot be overenr
phasised to minimise the overall harvest,

ﬁ "@iupoﬂurangl

Ph 07 386 8996 e Fax '07 386 6559




Graph 3: Relutive use (%6 of
total howrs of ¢t fort) of
difficrent fishing, pcthods fer
noa guided anglers on Lake
Taupo, 1990791, 1995796,
2000Y01 & 2005/06

Table 3: Carch cnes (fish per
hour) effort. cireh and
harvicst by method for non
guided anglers on 1ake Eupo
2005/06 and the proportion
of theotal cach nrethed
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In all. the fisheries associated with the lake
(including the lake shere) acceunt for an
estimated 79% of the tetal fishery cffort
and 74% ef the total catch which is similar
te the ligure:s ebtained during the 2000701
scasen of 79% and 78%, respectively.
Furthernere because the average fishing
trip en the lake is enly 2.1 heurs leng
comparcd te 4.1 heurs en the river, then
this tetal cffort actually represents the
dustination-ef 87% ef all'laupe anglers.
Since 1990/91, two new deep lishing
angling methods have been adepted by
lake anglers Hewcver the usc of downrig
gers which increased between seasens
1995/96 and 2000/01 did net continuc this
season, with the lowest use being recerded
eut of the three survey seasons (Geaph 3).
The dew:igger hanvest was estimated at
12.3% of the tetal kike harvest, down on
the 19.2% recorded Syearsaga

Graph 3 highlights the rapid increase
in the pepulari:y of jigging ever the

Jigging now compriscs 20.4% ef the
total beat-based lake effert (Table 3) and
accounted for ene quirtcr of the total
lake harvest during 2005/06.

This increase in the popularity of jigging
has scen a comespounding decrease in other
deep trolling methods (tead and wirclines)
and (or the large part, jigging has simply
replaced these deep trolling metheds as
justanother way te catch the same fish.
Shallew trelling (gritph 3) alse shewced a
slight clecline in pepularity ever the last
15 years but was en par with 200001
and still respeasible for almest ene
quarter of the total Jake harvest.

Calculation of the total sonnage
of fish harvested

‘The average weight of treut across the
lake and rivers varies between locutions
and years.'lhe lake fishery rends te be
deminated by immature lish and se the
average weight of treut caught by anglers
islessthanin the rivers where the fish are

COMPIS st 5 yeurs, mature and en their spawning migration.
Methed Catch Rate| Season Hfert (hrs) Season Catch |Scasen Harvest | % tetal Effort| % total Catch
Shallew trelling 0.27 103286 27884 16739 24.6 26.6
Lead line 0.17 176708 29992 23063 42 286
Dewauriggers 0.30 41220 12195 849 9.8 11.6
Wire line 0.33 12526 4152 3325 5) 4
Jigging 0.35 85605 30355 17654 20.4 29
Spinning 0.22 1233 269 125 3 0.3
TOTAL 420578 104847 69455
Mean oL>

10



Table 4: Calculation of the
1ol 1enage of irow
banes.ted from Lake Taupo
and surrounding rivers
during 2805/06 scasoo.

In 2005/006, the average weight of tront
kept and measured from the like was
1.5 kilogrinns and acress the rivers 1.8
kilograms. These figures were used to
calculate the cotal tonnage oftish caught
and killed (Table 4).

‘Lhis caleulation produced a total of 169
tennes from the whole fishery compared
1@ 2506 tornes in 2000/01TIw figure is very
similarte the 17 5 toses cstimated for the
1990/91 season despite the fact that the
measwed effiort is new 50% higher and the
harvest 23% higher for the lake and
Tongatiro River components. This suggests
that the assuamption in the: earlier estimate
as te the contribution made by the st of
the fishery may be questionabie There fere,

so as te make a direct compariison with

the fish ceaps and the lack of mature fish
running the rivers ae nol evident. In
simple terms the harvest in the lake in
particular was such in 1990 that the
chances of a fish surviving te reach matw
rity were very low. There were still
enough fish to ensure the sustajmability
of the fishery but there were clearly insuf-
ficient te make for happy river angler's.
A petentially serious issue is the high
proportion (61% of the catch) of legat
and undersized fish caught ancl released.
If these fish are mishandled and die then
the harvest could be twice as Lirge as that
calculated. If we are concemed about the
risk of overharvestthen the single biggest
actien we can lake is (@ ensure anglers
adopl effiective release techniques.

the earlier surveys, we compared che At the end of the day there are many
Number of trout | Average weight (kg) | Harvest (lenncs)
lake 88,330 1.5 1325
Rivers 20,290 1.8 36.5
Toual 108,620 169

measnred harveest calculated for che lake
fishery and the Tongariro River only,
This inclicates a harvest of 113 tonnes
during 1990/91, 136 tonnes in 1995/96.
209 tesines in 2080/01 and 144 tenncs i
2003506 making the 2005/06 harves: fer
this part of the fishery rhe second highest
behind the peak of 2000/01. These figures
suggest that 2003/06 was an average
scason and similir te 1995 /96, higher than
the low point during 1990/91 and lewer
than thie recent peak of 2000/01.

Frem 1 management PCrspective we are
comfortable with this level of harvest.
“I'ne total angling effort continues to be
very high antl petentially ceuld have a

signifi
preduction. Howevcr the combin:
a lewer bag limit, increased minimum

ant impact in years of low treut

ion of

size and increase in voluntary release is
serving to keep the harvest to levels
where it is not impacting excessively on
the fishery. The indicators of oveeharvest
present in 1990, such as the very low
of repeat spawners thiough

variables that affiect the fishery which we
cunel contrel. Hewever angling harvest
is a key factor which has had a major
impact in the past and which we can ifTu-
ence.At rimes the hivest has been insuffi-
cient and the fishery charactesised by luge

numbets of smadl, poorly conditiencd fish.
Cenversdy. as we have discussed it has
alse been excessive resulling in poer
fishing for wimerriveranglersin partic-
ular.Therefore it is essential we keep the

harvest within fairly tight bounds.

This survey is the 4th comprehensive
assessment of harvest and each survey
further increases our knowledge and
understanding of this key aspect and in
turn our abtlity 1@ manage it.'1 Twnks (o
everyone whe gave a few minutes of
their time when approached by a survey
interviewer and te the local guides who
in some cases we contacted many times.
Logistically it is a big survey which is why
we can only repeat il every 5 vears but
it’s the only way te get this esscntial infor-
matien in in accurite iand relinble vy



By Julic Greaves
Julie i$ a Rangecin our ficld
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‘Top: Idealy releasc the 68h
by teaving it in the svaer
and using lonyg nosed

pliers to unhosk it withow
touching the fish

hotoc Ptrina Francis

Ensuring little fish become big fish

ith  the  summer  fast
appreaching nu

be preparing

y of us will

te go out
fshing on LakeTaupo. Most of the treut
in thelake at this time of the year wilibe
smaller, immature treur, seme less than
the minimum iegal size limit of 45
centimetres.

Thesc ef you who fish regularly over the
summer menths may have noticed that
the numbcrs of undersized trout appear
o have increased in recent years, The
reason fer this is duc to the fact that the

n
discussed in Fishing Foliows Recent
Patternr en page 28. Before the millen

n spawning runs have been later as

tiium the spawning runs were peaking
areund July and August, but we are now

experiencing peak runs in September;,

Octeber and even Nevember.As a conse

quence trout that migratc to the lake
fiom the rivers to feed on the smelt will
be a few months yeunger then in
previous vears, and that makcs a big
diffcrence te their size. It is an often
quotcd figure but these tish are growing
at 3cm a month. $o a couple of menths
makes a huge dif ference te the sicc of
the trout. Where as in the past mest
yeung fish rcached the minimum legixl
size in Dcecember we now see large
numbers of undersized fish still present
through to February and March.

Figures (rem our rceent harvest survey
show that neady twe thirds of the total
catech of legal and undersized trout is
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10 mezsure a ishe lave itin
the necand by the net on the
measuring board. Nowe the
Bloek un the board which
aainst which the fish's head
isrested

Photo: Petrina Prancis
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released. It & essential that we use the
right equipment and techniques to
relcase these fish so that they are not
added to the total Kill. Too often though,
we see anglers using poor techniques
that lead to nnnecessary deaths.Fish that
are released may net die immediatcly
and angiers who practisc poor tech
niques may not realise the impact they
are having on these fish and the fishery
as a whole.

Here are a few points to remember:
when releasing a trout so that they have

a maximum chance of survival:

Releasing Trout when boat fshing

* Once you have brought the fish to
beside the boat.fean over the side and
remove the hook using long necdle
nose pliers. Use a twisting action to
remove the hook while the fish is stili

without

in the water, preferably

touching the fish.

« If this is difficult then usc a net that is
made of a soft knotiess mesh. With the
f:sh supported in the net and without
touching the fish remove the hook

using long noscd pliers or forceps
Never let the fish fiap around on the
floor of your boat.

* If you have to handle the fish hold it
gently upside down with wet hands.
‘I'rout lie much calmer in this position.

» NEVER put vour fingersinto the £sh's
gillsor squeeze the fish.

* Do not throw a flsh back into the
witcer, Support the fish upright until it

SWinNs v

Releasing on the river

» Land the trout as quickly as possible to
minimise i4S Stress.

* Carefully bring the fish to the edge and
while it is stilll in the water unhook it
using long nosed plicrs or foreeps,

* If you have to usc a net to control the
fish, use a soft knotless type.

* Use barbless hooks as this makes it
much casier to release the fish.

» NEVER kick a fsh onto the beach or
let it flap around on the rocks or sand.

* When releasing a trout support it in an
upright position and ftcing into the
current until it swims awiny.

Remember the best way of rcleasing
teout is to leave the fish in the waterand
10 unhook it without touching it.

Equipment need to release a fish

successfully

* A measuring boirc

+ Asoftknotless net

* Longnoscd pliers or forceps

* Barbless hooks.You can squeeze the
barbdown with pliers.

« Effective tackle to minimise the fight
time

Measuring your fish

Don’t be caught out! If you intend on
keeping a fish that you have just caught
then it is a good idca to measure it to
cnsure that ic is the legal size. Too often
we comie aciess anglers that have kept



No! - handled this way this
fish is deemed
Phenee Mvirfna Francls

an undcersized trout because the angler
cither failed 10 measure it at all or has
measured it incorrectly. Keeping an
undersized treut is an offcnce te the
Taupe Fishery Regulations and can lcad
te us seizing your tishing red and tackle,
and you may have 10 pay a costly fine.

The minimum size limit of trout in Lake
‘Tiupo and most of the triibutary rivers is
{5cmlong frem the nese te the fork orV
of the tail. We have produced a measure
which is an adhcesive label. these stickers
free and available from the DOC Tungi
oftice.We will alse be handing them eut
te anglers we check en the like this
summee We recommend that You place
the sticker so that the zero of the
measure is flush with a vertical edgeTe
measure the fish it is then simply a casc
ofsliding the nose: f the fish up against
the edge and secing if the fork of the tail
cxtends back past the 45cm mik. ‘This
makes it fister and mere accurate te
werk eurif the fish is undersized or net.

To reduce the impact en the trout when
measuring it (cemember if it is under-
sized we need to release it) keep the tish
in the landingct torestrain it Ideilly put
the beard en the side of the boat er even
beuter still take the beard te the fish
while it is still in the water, and lay the

fish on it. This way the tish can be casily

meisured witheut taking the tish eut of
the water for a lengthy period of time.
‘T'reut are easily dumaged threugh their
internal organs and gills. 1f a fiish is
bleeding frem the gills through either
bcing hooked er squeezed it will
usually swim off but will die within a
few heurs. During the 209586 harvest
survey we estimatce a tetal of 108,620
fish were caught and killed. However a
further 167,210 were caught and
released. If these fish die due te peor
handling. the harvest is mere than
deubled. We werry abeut poachers
taking (ish frem spawning streams but
potctially our impact ceuld be
greater if these fish den't siurvive
bucausc of eur releasing techni¢ues
are reugh.

If this happens the Thupo fishery would
have te put more rest rictive measures in
pliace to ensure the sustainability of the
trout pepulatien and te pretcct the
fishery This is not somcthing that most
of us would like to sec happen. $o next
time vou catch an undersized trout
remember te handie it carefully so that it
will have a good ¢hange of sunival and
growing inte a big fish,te be prived by
future anglers.
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he.campaign to keep didymo out of

the ceneral North Island was offi-

cially: launched on | October 2006
at Lake'l arawers to coincide with the start
of the new fishing season. Fish and Game,
POC and Genesis Energy staff who
comprise part ofthe DidymoA ction Group
(DAG) along with Biosceurity NZ represe n
tatives.met anglers as they retrieved their
boats from the lake and demonstrated how
to clean their gear and boats to prevent the
polentiztl spread of didymo. To cap the

message off the beat owner was then given

a special didymo wash bottle to use next
time and a free smsiage.

The following Wednesday a faunch was
held in Tunangi with many of the people
that have assisted us to.date. The display of
roadside banncrs, wash stations and bins,
spray bottles,sandwich boards and posters
emphasised how serious this campaign is.
The cruxofthe campaign is that people
need to clean their gear whenever they
have used it in freshwatcer as a matter of

routine. No thinking about it - just doit.
Ridymo is just one of a whole host of
naslies that could be sprcad by dirty

gear, Itis a pity that it has come to this

buc that is the world we live in. Whercas
in saltwater we clean our gear as a
matter of course to protect it firom the
ravages of salt, in fi-eshwater we nced to
clean our gear to protect the rivers and
lakes we treasure.

It's not difficult, in fact compared to
cleaning your gear after a trip on the sea
it is positively easy. Dunk yvour fishing
gear in a bin of soapy watcer (at least 5%
detergent) or spray it with the same solu-
tion and hang it up to dry. Lowcr the
motor to diain, sfop the soapy solution
into the bilge or anywhere clse that
water may sit, tilt the boat up to dry and
make sure the traiterhas drain hotes Five
minutes maximum compared to at least
20 minutes to clean the boat afver a sea
fishing trip. If you are a kayaker and don’t
like detergent because it makes yourseat



slippery then use houschold disinfee
Lang, theyare all equally effective.
Didymo is not something 10 be blasé
about. The comment we hear again and
again is that when people actually see it
for real their whole attitude changes.
Once people have egperienced a didymo
bloom they are in no doubt that we all
have to do everything we can to keep it
from spreacling. It is ugly, sutfocating and
a nightniare for a river Hopefully though,
many of us will never get to see didymo
because if we do it will be toolate
1lowever it is not a lost cause £ didymo
was that easy (o spread it would be in
the central North Island now:. If each of
us clean our gear after each time we
have been on the river or lake we
further reduce the likelihood of didymo
or any other nasty getting here. The
success of this campaign is about each
of us-adopting personal responsibility to
make sure we do our bit. If you waant to
be considered a good angler then make
sure you clean your gear Encourage
your friends to do the same, they urc

Sunl'ner Fishmg

much more likely to listen to you.

The campaign also focuses on inter-
cepting high risk parties from the South
Island before they venture into the
rivers and lakes in this area. For
example anglers who have £shed in the
South island one ¢lay and then flown to
the North Island to continue their
f£:shing odysscy.The approach involves a
series of initiatives to ensure that some-
where along the line teavellers and their
gear are intercepled, Wash bins are
being provided to fishing related motels
and lodges who have been enthusiastic
about encouraging their guests to clean
their gear when they check in. Similarly
didymo cleaning stations with even
larger wash bins have been sited at
prominent local sports shops and
places where they are readily acces
sible. Anglers buying « tishing licence
are given a 'clean your gear’ demonstra
tion by staff and provided with a
didymo cleaning botle already filled
with detergent. Local aerial operators
have also been provided with the

e Speclals on jigging and harling sets
o Learn how fo jig. Charter boat av.ralfable o show you this new way oT

catching trout.

° CIIM out our selected spel:lals on our website Www. greigsports.co.nz
.
Check with Tim or Allan at:

e .

 Barry Greig’s of Turangi
Fishing specialist to the great /a A’e. =

Ph: 07-386 6911 Fax: 07-386 6561

59 Town Centre, Turangi  Email: b&'ﬂygfé’fg@ﬁﬁfﬁd’é‘&ﬂ&!ﬁz e
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characecristic yellow wheelie bin so chat clients can
clean their geae befere and after each trip. On top of
this fishing guides have been very proactive in
ensuring their clicats have clean gear and if need be
can make usc of the many wash bins around the area.
The way in which local operators and residenrs have
bought into the campaign has been very positive and
all of a sudden keeping didymo out doesn’t seem
such an impossible task.

Big, bold roadside signs promoting the ‘check, clean
and dry messuge’ will also greet visitors to the area this
Christmas and if yoware on the rivers or lakes you may
well be approached by a staff membcr to talk about
didymo. Show them you already practice good river
hygiene and better still make it a goal to ensure that
the peoplc recreating with you do likewise.

ey




BY¥ Callum Bourke
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An unvighily 3¢ene on
the watcrs edgs:
Phetor Callion Bowrke

Rubbish on our rivers

any New Zealind winerways
hold specid cultucal, acsihetic,
rcercational  and  historical
values and there is little doubt that this
applies particulacly to Lake Taupo and its
tributaricsTiaupo is aspedal placcind we
are fortunate to be abke to enjoy a wide
riange of recrcational activities in such a
beautiful environment, With this in mind,
it's always disappointing to lind unsightly
and snelly disGtrded fish guts on the river
bank or like edge Not ondy roning fish,
but Jitter in genctal has become an
cyesorc, panticnkudy on the binks. of the
‘Tongariro when: discuded monofikimem
nylon seems 10 be everywheee.

If you Kill a fish for the tablc, cither ke
the fsh home intact or if you clean it
while still out on the river or lake, place
the remains tn a suitable container and
ke it home with you. When you get
home, bury the oftal and carcasses in the
guden and wiatch those veges grow! Just
remember to bury it reasonably deep or
clse those determined pets might decide
to dig it up and leave a present” on your
doorstep. This is also the problem with

burying the gutson the river bank, sooner
or kner a dog or rat comes along and digs
themback up. Some people think its ok to
throw fish offil into the lake as“the Kour
will clean it up™. Unfortunaecly this: isn'y
the case and often the waste wasNw's up
on shore to oL,

Also, we recommend that you disposc of
the offal inunctdintely when you get
home as the next time you decide 10
“wet a line” you do not want to be
grected with weck-old fish cemains
when you dust oft your (ishing geitc

In celuion 1o used nylon and liter, take
it away and disposc of it properiy, Nylon
can take a long time to break down,
depending on tie type of line, surtace
area and exposure 10 UV light. If you
leave thatunwamcd wace on the bank.
be aware that cve'n under constuit
cxposure to sunlight it will still 1ake
months before it will start to go pale and
brittle s it gradually breaks down,

No enc wints 10 $¢C OUT WACTWIIYS
polluted with rubbish. so we all need to
make this small cffort 10 prescive this
special environment




By Michel Dedual
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Top: ‘Bwo Rucopean carp
caoght in Austehia
Pliotoc Brendlan Hicks

Scientists share secrets

n August 1 preseited the sesults of the

trout acoustic uacking expediment in

Lake Taupo to the Austrdian $aciety (or
Fwsh Biofogs 2006 conficrence. 1he theme of
the confetence held in Hobart, fasmeania was
‘Cutting-Edge Technologies in Fish and
Tidieries Science™ The dev:lopment of new
technologies is always a topic at any gatlr
cring of scientists but on this occasion it was
the prinxary objective of the conference
The budgets for research and fisheries
management are shrinking worldwide
with jocreased pressure on governments
to spend more moncy on other priority
areas like education, health. and police.
However at the same time the pressurc
on nany fisheries is growing as the fish
stocks decrease.
This combination provokes greiter stress
on Jlshery scicatists to deliver More than
ever, scientists necd to be innovative and
their research applicable. tangible, and
value for money. Professor Norm Hall

from Murdoch University summarized
this situation very well duting his presen-
tation " Hoofaed by the bottom tine'. New
Zealand scientist Pamcla Mace repre-
senting the Minisiry of Fishcries also
made a plea fer eatting-edge techwologies
to be more focused on answering assess-
ment and management questions. Qr put
more simply; to ensurce that science pays i
dividend. Scientists necd to think outside
the square :nd find smarct and innovative
solutions t¢ research and management
questions,and hence the need fer cutting
cdge technology:

‘lhe tools neededto face the above chadlenge
czn be classed in diree categoties. Seme are
refinements of existing techniques, others
arc completely new and some are combinit-
tions of severd wdnologie s

In the first group the most talked about
mnovaton is the devclopment of the so
called ‘chat tags™.'Ihe basic ide is to have
tags that not only transmit a signal but also
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recoe the signals of another tagged animal
when it is nearby. The most obviows appli
cation i to have both the prey and their
predators equipped with such tags so that
the predatorprey interactions can be
studicd. Chat tags also allow study of the
behaviour of shooling animalsAt present
the size of the tagsat too kage to be used
in tront studies but this may become
possible in the future as any tecimology
typicilly becomes smatler over time

Completely new technolegy includod the
‘Ocean Waveguide
Sensing (OAWRS).This is & new type gener
ation of sonar that can instantancously

Acoustic Remote

scan lirge chunks of the ocean and detect
fish schools to study their behaviour and
movements. As you rcad this, OAWRS is
being applied in NorthAtlntic to study the
schooling behaviour of herrings.

The bst geoup of techniques involving
combinitions of cxisting methodologies
provided the most fertle ground for the
no- 8 wire approach to problems. It also
highlighted that the limits of any tcch

nology be extended further when

combined with the right tools. The most

elegant example was a combination of
acoustic wgs equipped with a depth
sensor and a GPS that were used to
monitor an abalone (paua) fishery in

The acoustic tags

Tasman were

attadhed to the suit of the divers
collecting pauas and the data recorded
used to calculate how long the divers
worked o provide an estimation of the
fishing pressure.At the sime time the GPS
wits fixed to the boats used by the divers
and the data collected used to determine
the arca fished. Undersuinding these two
fishery parameters is key to making
sound nanagement decisions.

The development and application of more
advanced wehnologies enable zillions of
dard Lo be capturcd and stored. Howevet,
to be useful these data nced to be
mamiged, accessible 10 all users. :imd avail-
able in the fimire Things as simple as the
format of data stored in computers may
become a problem and must he carefully
choseén Scientists need to anticipate how
the future computer will work. For
example,Gordon Kcith, aTasmanian scien
tist, believes that future computers will
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still use text se parated by commas but that
datz in Excel fommat will become derelict,

‘The Hobart conference also provided an
opporutnity to meet others scientists and
colleagues and to identify potential for
new collaborations between instintions
and disciplines. Following the conference
and accompanied by two collcagues
from University of Waikito I was invited
by the Tasmanian laland Fishery Service
to shaye in a day of their routine work.

‘Fasmania is from where brown trout
were originally introduced to New
Zealand. !

ited by brown trout but rtinbow trout

tssie’ has many lkes inhab

#rc not as numcrous, Trout fishing
opportunitics have carned Tasmania a
reputation as a fishing pardisc and
fishing injects millions of dollars in the
economy each year. Tasmania’s trout
lakes and river fsheries have been
ged by The Lnland Fisheries Secvice

since the 1860s. However, since the mid
1996s the Inland Service has had to also
deal with a less glamorous fish specics.

European carp were first discovered in

mania in 1975 and again in 1980 in

several small lakes that were fertunately
devoid oftrout. The InJand Scrvice managed
to successfully eradicate these populasions
Dby killing everything using a poison called

rotenone. IHowever, in 1995 someone
witnessed a sea eagle carrying a fish over
Like Crescent that supports a popular
recreational trout fishery: The eagle was
disturbed and dropped its prey. the fish

brought to the Inland Fisheries Service
where it wis identificxi as a European Curp,
Several months faicr carp weae also found
in Lake Sorell, which lies a few hundred
metres north of lLake Crescent, and is
connected by a canal. Lake Sorell also
supports a high-vadued brown arout fishery.
Europeian or koicarp (Cyprinus caipio) is
amember of the funily Cypidae, which
contains abeut 1500 spccies worldwide
Lo many parts of Europe carp constitite a
delicacy and are targeted by very dedi
cated and specialised anglers who form a
group detached from the other coarse fish
anglers. Carp get very large (> 20 kg) and
arc very cunning demanding paticnee,
finesse, and perseverance from the angler
LEuropean Carp are present in the North
Istand of New 7 caland where they theiive in
theWaikato River.ln NZ European Carp are
called koi carp- Koi canp is simply a bright
orange pattertied Luropean Carp, which
has Dbeen selectively bred for many
Inadreds of vears inAsia. Unlike in Europe,
carp in New Zealand are not sought afier
for their culinary qualitics or the angllng
challenge. They arc, however a target for
bow hunters who hunt the flooded
margins of the lower Waikato River

Biological tuaits reve:l that carp have the
potential 10 apicity become a nuisance if no
naturtl predators e present. One female
catp of 4kg ¢ produce up o 1,000,000
eggs Cup can live in water temper itures
ranging Irom 4* C to 35°C, tolerate salinity
as high as one-third seawater and survive
in extremely
concenirittions for several days.

low dissolved oxygen

Carp typically feed by sucking up the
bottom sediments of still or slow moving
watcr that has good stimds of aguatic
vegetation. They € dter out invertebrates
and organic material. The stircing of the
bouvom sediments associated with carp
feeding causes a reduction of water
clacity in lakes that disrupts the ecolog
ical chain and eventually affects trout.
blamed for
damaging stream beds, destroving fiagile

Carp have also been
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View of Lake Sorcll
Lhoto: Michet Dedreed

A el setin Lake Sorcll
Photec Miciel Dedrat

aquatic plants and introducing new para

sites te trout.

The threat of cagp pushed the Inland
Fisheries Service to implement a Carp
Management Progru nThe immediate and
main ebjectives of this plan were 10
contain cap te their curcent known distri-
butien in Likes Sercll and Ciescent and to

catch and kill as many carp as pessible.
To centain carp in the lake system, fine
mesh screens were placed at the
southern Clyde River outlet to step the
carp moving into the river system.
Regular surveys in rivers dewnstream
trem the two lakes have revealed that
this hasbeen successful in keeping catp
out of the river systcm.

1n the lakes gill nets and uaps were initially

used to capture cagp and in the carlly days
hauls were impressive. ‘The catch was
father impreved by using electiie-fishing
A hi-tech clectrefishing beat was used te
muster carp and to push them into nets
that were set reund them. Hewever as the
carp population diminished it became
necessary to further refine the teclmiques
te inprove their effecliveness.

We have seen that carp are well
equipped te rapidly become a nuisance;
nevertheless one trait of their behav

ur
makes them vulncruble. In spring carp
cengregate for spawning and when
these sites are identified it becomes

possiblc te remove kuge numbers of fish
at one time. The capture of the females is
the key as severil females with one male
will preduce many merc progeny than
severat males with enc fcmale.Te iden
tify the aggregation sites the Inland
Service came up with a cunning plan in
1997. The carp team implanted radie
transmirters in male carp and tracked
them te the spawning sites and females.
These sites were then sealed of( with
netsand the f shrounded up and caughr.
This methed was particularly reliable
and has been the key te the pregram
according to Mr Wisniewski the carp
team leaclerThe success ot the eperation
was such that two vears later ne adult
female carp were caught in Lake Sorcll
fer ever 18 months. However just when
it appcarcd that the battle had been
wen. juvenile carp were caught in 2000
reflecting that one er mere females had
spawned the previeus spring The carp
war will net be won until the last female
is caught and thijs is the target that the
Inland Service is aiming t@.achicve,
InAugust this year the goal was getting
very close in Lake Cresent where very
few female carp were caught, and where
there new maybe less than 18 carp left.
The cffiort is stll very much on in Like
Sercll where another measurce wis put in
place te achieve the same goal A massive
85 km leng net fence that closes off
access to spawaning ground has been put
in place.Tire Inland Service has alse built
a structure to make sure carp cannot
move f.om Lake Sorell te Lake Crescent,
Our visit preved te be a very interesting
dayThe determination ef the Tasmanian
Inland Service in their battle against
carp is inspitational; geed en you guys
and good luck with your pregrum!



~ The annual /-

o

-~ Lake Taupo boat fishing seminars will
again be held over the Christmas holiday period.

It's a chance to learn from Taupo fishery staff how to fish the lake successfully and directed particularly towards holiday or beginner anglers.

® Lifecycle of trout
o Where and how to fish

The seminar will o Boat fishing methods - harling, deep trolling & jigging
Echosounders
Handling and releasing trout

Key regulations/etiquette on the lake

Motuoapa (lake side of Motuoapa Motor Camp)
Wednesday 3rd, January 2007

oam =12 nooh

Deck chair and sunscreen

Seminars are held outdoors. If the weather is poor,
they will be cancelled and held the following day,
same time and place. No bookings required.

Three Mile Bay reserve
Saturday 30th, December 2006
10am =12 noon
Ring the Fishery Duty Officer, Deck chair and sunscreen
mobile 027 290 7758 to check for cancellations. Calternative date if cancelled = Sunday 115t DEcember, same yenue and sime

e s == ———————— -




By Gre:g Robinson
Gregis the
Cosimunity Relations
Ranger forthe
Tongarico National
Trow Centre

Jim Baggon ecfurbishes
he Smokehouse
PLhotaKim
AleceeniderPuria

ow that winler has been and gone and we've

seen the end of the cokl, the trout centre

surrounds have brightenecl a lol. The spring
flowers especially kowhai and waratah have really
draggedin the bird life.
Over the winter we have had a few tasks on the go.As
a working hatchery we have completed the collection
of 5000 trout ova which will now be reared to provide
fishing in the children’s fishing pond in 2008. We also
collectecl 20000 trout ovi from the Hinemaiaia Riveras
part of the programme (0 re-establish the spawning
runs in the Pahikohuru and Kakapo streams upstream
of HB Dam.The eggs were hatched in the incubators
and in November they were released as unfed fuy into
the two streams.
Puring the winter months the old Waihukahuka trap
Chatchery trap) was put back into operation to collect
samples as part of our investigation into the genetic
makeup of the differct spawning runs in the fishery.
‘Ihis gave visitors an opportunity to witch fish being
processed exactly as they arc in our other traps where
the public don’t have such ready access.
We have also sited a refurbished smokchouse in the
grounds It will be in operation it various times during
the year so visitors will be able to see.smell and maybe
taste real smoked trout. clone just as they huve always
been in the Taupo Fishery.

Along with the children’s fishing days many school

groups have also fished in the pondas pact of the 7t peo




e DePetris Educator
shows the kids rout ¢S8s
Photec Kim Mexwnder-turic

Jor Tomoriow cducation programme.
Well over 2000 children have caught
their frst fish this winter, several of
which havebeenover 1kg,

An  ongoing programme of weed
removal below the main carpark will see
the return of native plants in a small

wetland area, which fits nicely with our
advocacy role fer water quality mainte-
nance mul improvement,

With spring here now is a good time to
visit theTongariro National Trowut Centre,
so pack a picnic and make a day of
it

INCEPT

Divérsify your trout fishing
wztfvmln_ceft%ﬂatable

Float Tubes, Ponfoons, Kayaks
and Ralts designed and made
. in New Zealand

e —

Incept Marine Limited, 126 Hautapu Street, Taihape Ph: (06) 388-0729
Email: sales@incept.co.nz Web: www.incept.co.nz -
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BY Glenn Maclean

There will be some very good
fishing t® be had on Luke
Taupo this sunuitee

Graeme Hunter, Kurataw,
November 2006

Photo: Rob Hood

Fishing follows recent pattern

ishing success on the
FTaupo rivers this winter

once again followed the
pattern of recent years with the
most consistent fishing recorded
through July, Augnst and Septesnber
(graph 1). This was despitc regular
rain, parsicular in the early part of
the seasen, which was contrary o
recent winters and whichwe might
have expected to encourage earlier
spawning runs.
While fishing in the Tongariro
slowed in October there was
certainly some excellent fishing

very late in the month coinciding

with the first significant rain for
some weels. However despite the
comment and perhaps our expec-
tations our data did not indicate
that fishing was parsicularly suc
cessful over the two weeks that
the river flowed at a natural flow,
as a conseguence of maintenance
worls by Genesis Energy.

It is likely that the movement to
spring spawning runs over the
last decade was at least in part

due to the very settled weather
conditions which prevailed
through early and mid winter in
recent years. Without strong
cues to make their spawning
migration the trout held off
running until late in the winter
and as a consequence spawning
also occurred later. Whereas in
the past when spawning peaked
in August and September and
was largely over shortly afier, in
recent years large numbers of
fish have spawned in October,
November and even December. A
consequence is that many of the
offspring are several months
younger than normal. This is
reflected in several ways including
the much higher incidence of
trout in the lake after Christmas
which are still smaller than the

~ minimum legal size.

We had wondered that in a winter
with more regular rain early in the
season whether this would again
stimulate more significant early
runs. However the results this
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Graph 1: 2006 monthly
catch rate estimates (per
angler) and the average
monthly catch rate Gand
standard deviation) recorded
for the Tongariro River over
the last 7 years.

Graph 2: Monthly catch rate
estimates (per angler) for
2005 and 2006 on the
Tauranga Taupo River.

season suggest that the spring runs
are now firmly ingrained and
independent of the autumn and
early winter weather patterns.
Perhaps this is a reflection of the
age of the fish and that they simply
are not ready to run any earlier.

The shift to spring spawning is
much less apparention the other
Taupo rivers and the Hinemaiaia
and Waitahanui in particular still
follow a traditional pattern.
Interestingly the runs in these
rivers which are largely spring
fed and more consistent in their
flow, are stimulated much more
by strong onshore winds rather
than rainfall. Such windy condi-
tions occur frequently each
autumn and winter so the runs
have occurred as they always
have, irrespective of the lack of

early season rain.

The Tauranga Taupo River which
is the other river we monitor
intensively appears to fall in
between. While angling success
is highly variable on this river,
good fishing is much more likely
to occur at any time of the winter
season (graph 2) but the season
now extends later.

We also drift dive the section of
river immediately above the
Ranger’s Pool each month over
winter and our counts and obser-
vations reveal that the fish in this
river still follow what was the
typical behaviour for spawning
Taupo trout. That is many of the
fish run in autumn and winter
and then hold for several months
in the upper pools, before actu-
ally spawning in August and
particularly September.

Overall the average catch rate esti-
mate for the winter on the
Tongariro of 0.29 fish per hour
represents a good year as reflected
in graph 3.

This year the lower river was the
place to target with an overall
catch rate of 0.51 fish per hour for
the section below the State
Highway 1 bridge compared to
0.36 fish per hour between the
bridge and the Red Hut footbridge
and 0.24 fish per hour above.

The catch rate on the Tauranga
Taupo River was identical to last
season and represents an average
year. These results on first inspec-
tion appear to be contrary to our
counts of spawning fish in the
other eastern tributaries which are
all slightly below the long term
average, and the run through the
Waipa fish trap which to the end of
October is down on last year (until
we adjust the trap run to take into
account trout which have passed
during flood events it is difficult to
make a precise comparison).
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Each winter monthly counts

of the spawning trout
are made in the
castern tributarics
Photo: DOC

Graph 3: Annual catch rate
estimate (per angler) for the
Tongariro River since 1985
and the Tauranga Taupo River

30

since 2000.

However what the catch estimates
demonstrate is that fishing success
is not directly proportional to the
number of fish present. Essentially

when there are fewer fish
present the odds of any partic-
ular fish being caught are greater.
There are a number of reasons
for this including that when
there are only a few fish then
they are all in the prime lies
which anglers know and target
but the net effect is that propor-

tionally more of them will be .

caught. From a management
perspective this means that rela-
tively small changes in the meas-
ured catch rate can represent big
changes in fish numbers. However
the difficulty is to measure such
small changes with sufficient
precision given the inherent vari-
ability associated with fishing. This
is why we also use other moni-
toring methods such as fish traps
and spawning surveys to complete
our picture of the size of the fish
population.

The average size of the fish kept
this season on the Tongariro
River was 532mm long and 1.81

,'/\f\ W

90 AT 19T 190 Vi 15

Year

—+—Tongariro —&— Tauranga Taupe

kg which is fractionally smaller
than the last couple of years. On
the Tauranga Taupo the fish kept
by anglers averaged 543mm and
1.84kg which is consistent with
figures for recent winters.

While the winter spawning runs
are coming to an end the settled
flows over recent months have
allowed the aquatic insects to
thrive in the river. On the few
still balmy evenings that have
occurred the evening rise is
already going very well. So long
as no major floods occur this
should continue past Christmas.
The fish largely comprise small
immature trout and recovering
kelts but catch rates are very
high and it is a lot of fun. Just
take care releasing the fish you
don’t want to keep, the juveniles
in particular are key to the next
generation of adult fish.

Out on the lake prospects look
very promising for this summer
with unusually high numbers of
juvenile fish evident. These fish
have dominated anglers catches
recently and it is important they
are carefully released as discussed
in Ensuring Little Fish Become
Big Fish on page 12 Often when
we stop anglers they comment on
these small fish in a disparaging
or disappointed way but these
small fish which are growing at
3cm per month will quickly
become the big fish they are
seeking.

If a small fish dies through rough
handling then that is one less large
fish to be caught later. Ideally leave
the fish in the water and remove
the hook with long nosed pliers
and without touching the trout.

All the indications are that there
will be some very good fishing
over the next year so get out
there and enjoy it.



RIO has the products that Fly Fishermen need

¢ [ switched 10 Rio Grand fly-tines when they first became available
because [ was made aware that they had been specifically designed Jor
the fast action fly rods 1 like to use. They are a half a line weight heavier
than most other similur fly-lines and this has tvo éffects on the way {
[ish. Firsily that extra weight enables me to make a very close presenta-
tion with a long leader; vesy easily. The second thing is that because of
the extra weight { cart al so make a very long cast efforilessly with the
minimum of false casts.

1 also reaily like the way they roll cast as { aflen use Spey casting
technigues with a single handed rod. Rio Grand fly lines would have to

be about the “floatingest” fiy-line I have ever used and this makes pick
up off the water very smooth and slick. Last but not least, the colowr is
’

petfect for New Zealund conditions.
- Chappic Chapman, fishing guide / identity / authar

RIO Tippet materials
Rated #1* seller, RIO Powerfiex® copolymer nylon tippet offers excellent
knot strength, abrasion resistance. controlled stretch and supplencss.

For more demanding conditions use R1IO’S lluorocarbon tippct materials.

!if' 2y

iy

Fluoroflex® is a highly abrasion rcsistant, all round fluorocarbon that is

ideal for use with hcavy nymphs. Fluorofiex Plus® fluorocarbon is onc of

the strongest, thinnest fluorecarbon on the market - for cxample 5X diameter
has a breaking strain of 5 1b. Fluoroflex Plus® fluorocarbon is perfect fer
dry fly and nymph fishing fer spooky trout.

RIO Leaders

Knotless 9°, 12’ and 13’ trout [caders in a range of tippetsizes (o meetall fiy

iy ™

Seeta'zniall,

fishing situations.

*AFFT4 irdiratry survey

" 5X 5.01b

Distributed in New Zealand by Tight Lines Ltd. wwwitightlines.co.nz




By Kcn Kimmins

Ken is IheAdminisition
Manager for the Tongatito
Natlonal 110t Centre Sociely

Lop: Heb Spannagl demon.
strates thelonrico Roll Cast
to the seninat Partcipans
Pholo: Kim Mexanderturia
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n ominous weather forecast for
theTaupo arca did not put those
anglers off who had booked to

attend Herb Spannagl's voll cast clinic at
the Tongariro National Trout Centre in
Twangi on Saturday 26 August. Demand
for the clinic exceeded the 20 place
naximum and participants came fiom as
far away as Pacaparmumu and Auckland to
attend the day. All came well prepared
with their fishing gear readys (o learn

If you have ever wished you could fish
those fishy bits of water that are henimed
in with high banks, trees and blackberry
then you should have been at this clinic
As Her says “this is the fly cast of the
Sfuture for Tongeirive style fishing” aid
“You will cateh mnore fish mere casity”

The day commenced a Whakapumauw
tanga Downs Iearning Centee which is
situated in the grounds of the Tongariro
Naional Trout Centre, a mere hundred
metres from the famous river that this cast

is named after Herb, who has fished the

‘Tonguito River for 36 years and who has,
been at the forefront of inwroducing the
Tongacro roll cast to’taupo anglers, started
the days proceedings with an introduction
and a video of the roll cast in all its five
stages. Being all anglers, a relaxed and
convivial atmosphere soon prevailed

Participants enjoyed the opportunity
af'ter the video to ask (uestions and
discuss the pros and cons of the cast
before going to the clear walers of the
nearby Upper tirch Pool for a demon-
stration, Here Herb showed the impor-
tance of the " Anchor® and B-Loop which
are fundamental to all roll casting. The
cast looked casy as Herb rolled it out
time after time but clearly it is a
complex cast with many parts to it that
requires precision and good comrol in
its execcution. However, to the angler
that masters it there are many significant
advantages, other than the opportunity’



to catch more fish. For this reason |

believe the roll cast does have the
potential, over time, to replace the over
headcast as the mainstay of fishing the
large waters of the Tongariro River,
provided people are prepared to perses
vere with it long ¢nough to perfect it. It
is definitely more difficult than the
traditional overhead cast. Going by the

distances that Herb was achicving,
length of cast is not adversely compro
miscd and as onc participant commented
10 me “f bave necer seen a fly cast out
so_far”. But as Herb points out the roll
cast does not penetrate a headwind as
well as the overhead cast so perhaps
there is still a place for the celiable ovee
head cast in the future,given the strong
winds that funnel down the Desert
Road occasionally.

T'o prove the cast is not limited to a
particular weight of gear, Hertb demon
strated with three different rod weights.

All in all an impressive demonstiation
which put the group in an excited mood
as they left the tiver to return to the
Learning Ceantre for lunch,

Hearly' 85 lunch packs were supplicd by
the Tongariro National Trout Ceatre
Socicty for those who wianted them. and
most did. After an enjoyable sociable
break everyone donned waders and
moved to the Judges Pool for the last
part of the day’s programme; some
hands oninstruction.

Black clouds continued to gather ovesr
head and 1ain threatened as Herb and
his assistant George Johnson lined the
twenty participants down the large
section of the pool that was clear of
Each then

other anglers.

received one on onc tuition on each of

person

the cast phases. Herb strongly advises
that whenlearning this cast don't try to
perfecet all five stages at oncce but
instead start with phase one, perfect it
and then move on ta phase two and so
on.As an observer I noticed a mnnber of
participants who by the end of the day
appeared te be winning the battle and
were producing somce impressive 1D-
Loops and putting good casts out on 1Q
the water However, Herb warns that fer
this cast 1o become second nature once
musl practice, practice and praclice
some more so as to impriat it into
muscle memory.

No one wias deterrcd when the rain finallly
on and practice continued

arrived and tu

well into the late afternoon, when the days
proceedings came to a close,

Look out for that cast the next time you
are ont on (he Tongariro River and thank
you Herb and George for sharing this
knowledge. The funds caised on this day
went to the Tongariro National Trout
Centre Society who works inn conjunction
with the Pepartment of Conservation in
the  development  of the Tongariro
National'liout Centre.

lnstruction on the Tongariro Roll Cast
was covered inissuc 32 of Zau e Tzoget.
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Hunting & Fishing"

NEW ZEALAND™™

High Quality Trout Jig Combos... Just Add Water. ..

BC200 / Taipan Trout Jig Combo Reel: Shimano BC (Bait Cast) 200 Rod: _Shimano Tainr_an $'6" Baitcaster \
- Graphite constiuction - strong yetlight - 2 Piece for convenient stowage/
- Friction plus Magnetic cast contrelsystem  transportation
- Stainless Stecl A.R8 Bail 8earing Hollew glass - roted 2-4kg
Smoeth Cotton/ Molybdenum Orag |ﬂt€grat.ed tip :
Super Gear satie 5.:1 - Low malnlen.an{e hypalon grips.
Combo Deal . composite tiigger and reekseat etc J

Callisto / Catana Trout Jig Combo Reel: Shimano Callfsto 100 Baitcaster Rod: Shimano Catana Baitcaster ﬁ\
Fast 6:2:1 (Jigging} Gear Ratio - 5'%6"OnePiece - graphite composite

Stainless Batl and Roller Bearings - Hi Modulas Graphite construction

Easy Magnetic cast control - Lightweight with sensitive jigging action

Precision Aluminjum Spoe| - Cork Giips and Composite Trigger/

Quickfire cast system Reel Seat

Super -
Combo Deal Only $1 79‘99! - Rated 36kg J

Corvalus / Catana Trout Jig Combo Reel: corvalus 200 Rod: Shimano Catana

S.2:1 GearRatio-HighSpeed - 56 onepieceTrout Jig Rod

3 S5 Ball Bearings « SS Roller Bearing - High Medulus Graphite construction

1 wicce Bie Cast Aluminum Bedy - Lightweight with sensitive jigging action
Precision Aluminum Spool - Cork Grips with Composite Trigger/

Super ) - Quick Fire Casiing System Reel Seat
Combo Deal Only $1 99-99! - Power Handle+ Super Stopper and more -  Rated3-$kg

Just add water... All prices include Backing, FREE Braid line plus Professional Set-up!

TROUT HARLING AND
TROLLING SETS

SD Reel Specs
« Machined aluminiumspool - Self lubricating brass gears

- Qkuma Strike Zone line counter system
+ Tmanjum ceated levef vind

Magda Reel Specs
+ Lightweightgraphite spool - Selflubricating brass gears
+ Okuma Strike Zone line counter system - Level wind

RazorTipRod Specs

- Integrated solid glass tips fer incieased strenath and flexibility
= Ergonomic EVA handles ferincreased ssmfort

- Designed here in NZ for lecal fishing conditions

Just Add Water! All combos are professionally
set up with backing and the appropriate line....
Ten colours (100 yds) of leadline on the 45 size combos

5D45D Deep Trolling Set with Razor 56" Tralli ..$199.99
SD30D Harling Set with Razor 60" Harling r .$179.99

Magda 45D Deep Trolling Set with Razor 56" Troli ..5179.99
Magda 300 Harling Set with Razor 6'0° Harling rod ..$159.99

In total 24 specialist stores nationwide. Freephone 0800 Hunt Fish (0800 486 834)
Check out our website:www.huntingandfishing.co.nz
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Hunting &Fishing™

NEW ZEALAND™

SMOK'N DE

CYCLDNE GP (GENERAL PURPDSE) DEAL AFourSeason'WindPronfsstem

Wetook our warmest mosttechnical fleece garment the Cyclone ‘Sctreme’and designed
2lightweight version for mose comfortable <ummer hunting. The mesh fined ‘Cyclorie GP'
<till'sheds water and cLts wind like its d2Gdy, but the enhanced Lreathability in humid cen-
ditions |s something hunters have been asking us for. Fully lined wind proof Cyclone pents
are even warmer than our Moose trou. and we agree you werit be climbing the hillsin
them during the heat of the'day: 8ut glassing an @@aed slip on datk, blasting off on the
quad at dawn or evencutting the wind on the beat. you went.be complaining that these
5119 99 pants came FREE with our summes.Cyclone GP Deal!

Pay Just $159-99 - the Cyclone Pants are supplied FREE!
Sizes and more tec¢hnical deaails
Offer ends 28 Feb 87 or wrhile stocks last

CYCLONE

tecunvioer

THERMAL DEAL

Twe cssentlal‘ase 1] ems fior only $10-00 more than the price of one! | ayer with themy bush
bash them under shorts and T, s them on after a dive, and defi nitely sleep in them! The newly
released Hunting & Fishing hollow core polyester thermals are 100% designed for the Mevs

. Zeafand outdoors Maximum warmth, maximum dr yness and maximum comfort next te.the skin
- Yet eqQually matched with teughness and easy <are.

Colour - Giarcoal - Sizes Small - 3xL
$39-99eacher...

‘ihermal Deal - Topand Trou $19-99!
Qffer ends 28 Fe 07 o1 while stocks [ast

1n the kivii spint otencewraging kids te Grewug haalthy ia theout doors,
Hunting & flshing has put together a clothing system in sizes (670 14),
Manufactured using the same high quatity micro feece as the aduit range,
the younger generation can bewarmer and safer =.and bn2 ready for action
outdoors in this great gear-

B8ONUS

A®K Deal - The Action @utdears Kids vrill beve the Hunting & Fiching day-
pack and commact binos which come FREE vath this deall

$89-99all up

®ffer ends 28 Feb 87 or while stiocks last

In total 24 specialist stores nationwide. Freephone 0800 Hunt Fish (0800 486 834)
Check out our website:www.huntingandfishing.co.nz



Only 385mm long this fish
will prove m expensive
mistak¢

for one angler

Photoc Kint Alexander1ista

Know the rules

By Jill Lasrsen:\¥elsh
Jill & wRimgerin our Ficld

ver the wimer Fishery Rangers

have been conducting regular

Opcm"""‘_‘ Pmmnmx."_nd 5 surveys on the rivers in the dis

responsidle for complizmec .

Ry S trict. kL has been pleasing to see that in
over 2,150 checks most anglers have
been abiding by tha rules with a small
percentage that were not able to
produce their licence upon request. and
four people taking undersized {ish.
Between May and November this year
there have been seven seizures of
{ishing gcar that related 10 offences
against theTaupo Fishery Regulations. ln
some cases offeoding had proven even
more costly where Court proceedings

have resulted in a fine as well

Sticking to the rules is not
hard and if you're not surc
about somiething, then just
ring us @7 386 8(307) and we
will be able to answer any

questions you may have.

L M Now is a great time to refresh
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your knowledge of the regulations.
Even though the last major changes
were in 2004, there are still many who
arc untamiliar with them or whe are
new to the Taupo Fishery. The 2004
amendments saww several changes that
are beneticial to anglers. For instance
did you know that you c¢an use three
single hooks on a jigging line or. that
while you can only use enc red at a
time, it is now quite legal to bave
another assembled rod sitting in the
rod holdur on your boat? 1t really does
pay to have a look at the regulations
now and then;a few of the basic rules
are primed on yeur fishing licence and
are helpful as a quick referencce.

Ther: ar: however, always a few people
who blatantly ignore the rules and spoil
the sport and recreation of other river ind
lake users. Fishery staff rely heavily en
infiormtion passed on by the public and
ar¢ happy to respond to calls of this naturc,
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G3 GUIDE™ STOCKINGFOOTS
The durability and design
Wlcgal fishing activities are a of the G3 bave made it the
stemnerd by which alf other
wtelers dre fuclged.

but please report it at the
timcand not a week later

tiireat © our sport and large
qQuantities of lish taken in
illegal netting operations could
have a severe impact on the
fishery. Fishery staff run frequen

covert operitions to counter poach-

ing, giving up their evenings to sit out Flip- out Tippet
£ " Tader Pocket
in the elemcents for hours on end while eSS

other normal’ people are wrapped up sbrasonsessiantiabe ||

on Seal

tight in the warmth of their homes! 1€'s
. 20%nior¢

not all bad though, stopping somec Yreathable than classic
would-be poacher from taking 30 or GoreTex® fabe:
60 trout makes it alf worthwhilce. Stayee padiection on

lower leg
If you happen to come across wuny Patent persdiog builtin
indications of illegal activity, please Schaller®

Gravcl Guards®

give us a call. We operate a 24 hour
duty officer for exactly this reason.
The contact number is listed below
and also printed on your fishing
licence. Please do your bit and report
any illegal activity immecdiately, as
delays reduce the likelihood of us '""::g,:.;::fggm'
apprehending the of fender Stopping
illegal activity is beneficial to us all?
SIMMS
WADING STAFF

Available in 567 and 52°

With summer just around the corncer,
angling on the lake is on the increase,
Fishery staff will be out conducting
routinc surveys and compliance

Sectionaf staff
checeks so don't be surprisedif you are breckk dow o
approached by a tunger asking to sce PR A
approac y a tunge 19 ce ol

your licence and catch. As long as you
know tlie rules aind arc following them |
there is nothing w be concerned

about. Have a great day out and enjoy
—
e

the fishing,

Made in (754

SIMMS BACKSAVER ™ WADING BELT

IFYOU SUSPECT SOMEONE
IS FISHING ILLEGALLY,
CONTACT THE 24 HOUR TAUPO

FISHERY BUTY OFFICER
MOBILE: 027 290 7758 [k oo K228 W it s
IMMEDLAJE Y retease buckle Adfustable 30" to 46°.

www.simmsfishing.com
Only available from

* Tisdalls Aucktand » Tisdalls Wellington

 Hamitls Hactings « Huming and Fishing - Reorua
* The ¥l & Gua Taupo » Sgordng Life Tatangi
* Fishaeamans Jofi: Chutstchurch ¢ Allan Millars Buscdin
* Ekment (@utdoor Adientures 14d). Quccistown
* Stus Hy Shop - Atholl




38

BY Marck Venman

Trophy trout scarce

canght i theleWhaiau

closed 1ldig vear
Photo: Myurray Newland

t the.end of 2005 we predicted that on the basis of eur uapping results that Lake

Otamangakau should preduce a number of trophy sized rinbow trout over

summer Hewever few such fish were reported and as this winter’s trapping
results confirm they were Lugely absent.
This winter was the 13th ycar we have trapped the cun in the Te Whaiau Stream which
is the principal spawning tributary fer Lake Otamangakin. We alse tiappcd the only
ether significantinlet strcam. the Papakai Strcam for the 11th successive year, Rainbow
and brewn trout arc trap ped in beth strcams to moniter the over:all state and health of
the treut population and identify trends over the years. This article summarises the
results of this year's trapping pregramme and cempites the data to previous years
TheTeWhaiau tiap was operated frem the 3rd of April unail the 31 st of August 2006. The
trap wasin filood at least once a month and wias out of action for approximately 90 heurs

during the tiapping scason

Size of the spawning run

The actual number of upstreanm (sh trapped and handled by fishery staft in the Te
Whaiau Stream during 2006 was 1777 with the majerity (1086) of these being riin-
bows. Due o the trap being evertoppced cvery meath, the touls were adjusted te

Karl Sanyer from Hamilton
with a4kg @I®) iainbow jack

Caonal 2 weeks betore 13




‘Table 1: Adjusted mn of
R S wh i) Speeics / sex Actud) nuntber trapped Adjusted Lotal
ST Rainbow female 695 1 837
Rainbow male 391 439
Rainbow T'otal 1086 1276
Brown femile 439 593
Brown male 247 305
Brown 'T'otal 686 898

incorporate thosc fish which bypassed the trap during these floods. Every fish
trapped is fnclipped so by recapturing iwsample of kelts as they return downstecam af :cr
spawning we can determine the proportion of fish which avoided the trap (and have no
clip),and adjust the actual totals to include these (Table 1).

Based on theadjusted run, the numbers of rainbow trouttrapped during 2006 ire down
on the previous two winters but still the 5th highest ont of the last 13 winters. The
adjusted number of brown trout was also down on recent yciars but wis similar to last
winter's ran {Graph |).

Timing of the spawning sun
The main run of brown trout occnrred between April and July with the peak month
being May when 52% of the tun occurred. Rainbow trout ran largely betwcecen April

<N

oV ; : :
pﬁa‘-‘(&“ Join us on an epic NZ trout fishing adventure.. ..

TS 12 awesome locations fully explored in Destination Trout,

images and illustrations and informative text i
on 12 of the most spectacular trout fishing the agUE bookand DVD package

locations in Aotearoa

» Feature length DVD brings the whole adventure to life BONUS OFFER
right there in your lounge - superb footage beautifully 100% Original NZ
_blended with 100% original pure kiwi soundtrack Soundtrack €D with
Epic Collector’s _———ana

Destination Trout - the ultimate gift for anglers or anyone Edion T N DESTINATION

passionate about discovering some of New Zealand’s most
spectacularfreshwaterflshmg locations

Epic Collectors Edition $99-9%

Book, DVD, 12 dlassic trout flies and Bonus (D
Deluxe Readers Edition 5790

Hook, trout flies and soundtrack (D

Deluxe Video Edition 51958

DVD, trout flies and soundtrack (D 4
Multimedia Edition §74% BN
Baok and DVD.

DINZ book $39-# DVD only $39%
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Graph 1: Adjusted tetals for

sainbow and brown uout

theovgh the [ Whain teap
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bewween 1994.aud 2006

Graph 2: Timing of the
rainbow and bHrown it
runs in the Te Whiiau
dusing 2000.
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and August with the peak run occurring during July: Such a narrow spawning period
is typical of many trout populations but in complete contrast (o the extended spawn-
ing which occurs in ncirby Like Taupo. Geaph 2 shows how distinct the runs are for
both brown and eainbow trout in the Te Whaiau Steeam.

Sex ratio

Females dominated the cun with the male:female sex rato for both species it 1: 1.9 during
2006.An adetle sex ratio which favour's an abundance of females ofien indicates a populz
tion ofolder fish that have spawned severaltimes! fhis is consistent with the relatively high
proportion of repcat spawncrs in Tible 2. Spawning tends to be much harder on males
which spend longer in the streams, oficn spawning with several different temales and
engaging in aggiessive interactions with other males.As a result, females are more likely o
survive the rigours of spawning and the sex ratio subse¢quently favours them.

‘Irout in Lake Otamangakau continue to grow once they have reached sexual maturity
and after each spawning. Thercfore trophy fish tend to be older trout which have
made steady growth, tather than quick growing fish or fish which have delayed matuw
rity as occurs in some other fisheries. From a management perspective it is therefore
cssential that the angling harvest is ata sufficiently low level that many of the fish can
survive a number of years.



Vab le 22 PRecentage of
spawning events is dees
mined by prosence or
atsenceof fin clips tor both
specics from fish wapped
<luring 2€06.

Tablc 3: swerage leogth
Qo) and weight (kg) of
trout napped inTeWhine
Stream in 2006,

‘1able 4: Percenuge of the
popuy laton tapped in excess
of 4.54Kg (1016) since 1994,

Number of titmes spawning Browas (%) Rainbows (%)
Ist 427 44.2
2nd 18.1 36.2
3rd i) 1S9
4th 8.2 3.4
Sth 14.0 2.3
Gth 252 0.2
7th 1.6 0
8th 0 0

Just under half of both trout populations were maiden fish spawning for the first time
with overall percentages considerably higher than 2005. However as table 2 reflects
there are some very oid fish, particularly brown trout in the population. It is likety
some ofthese biowns are 10 or more years old.

Size and condition

‘The average lengths, weights and condition factors of both species (Table 3) were
down this winter in comparison to last winter but were similar to 2003.Te slight
drop in average size this winter could be a result of an increase in the aumber of
younger.smaller fish presem in the lake last summer.

Consistentwith the lower average size, a total of just S trophy sized trout (>4.54kg or
101bs) were trapped during 2006, all of which were rainbows. 1he heaviest rainbow
trout trapped was a 740mmn long fumale weighing € 8kg (10.61bs) with a condition
factor of 42.8 The overall pereentage of rainbows trapped greater than 4.54kgin weight

Svecies/ SCX Average leagth (mun) Average weight (kg)
| Rainbow female 589 2.5
Rainbow male 579 2.4
Brown female 550 2.0
Brown male 588 24

during 2005 was 0.3% which wus similar to 2004 but down on the 20 fish (1.3% of the
run) trapped in 2005 (Table 4).This is the disappointing feature of this winter's o fase
year 14% of the cainbow run was 3.6kg (8ib) or bigger and as we have discussed we
would have expected these fish to continue growing last summer and a much higher
proportion to have reached ‘double figures’.

The heaviest brown trout trapped was 3t male measuring 640mm and weighing
4.2kg with a condition factor of 57.9. No brown trout greater than 4.54kg were
trapped during 2006 which is consistent with recent years. The number of trophy
sizedbrowns has always been relatively low,

The fact that reinbow trout tend to grow 10 a kuger size than brown trout is an interese

Species 1994]1995 (1996 (1997 (1998 1999 | 2000 | 2601|2002 | 2003 (2004 | 2405 | 2006
Rainbow 38 | 86 | 92 1 1 06 [007|04 | 1.9 |01 |05 |13 ]05
Brown 04 [ 15|14 |02 02| 0 |009| 0 |02 ] 0.1 02| 0
Number 17 | 45 | S0 10 9 R 2 5 23 3 6 20 >
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Graph 3: Length
distribations of male snd
femate eainbow teout rapped
during 2005 and! 2006,
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ing contrast with Lake Taupo where the
reverse oceurs, despite the two riainbow
wout populations being very similar
genetically: This highlights the role that
the cnvironment and food play's in deter-
mining the charactedistics of the fishery:

The reason why so few fish reached
4.54 kg or bigger is not immediately

apparent There are still a lot of old fish
in the population and the smallcr fish at
lcast arc making excellent growth,
despite the much greater numbers of
trout now in the lake, However we have
recently obtained approval to usc pit
tags to follow the growth and suevival of
individual fish as discussed in recent
issucs of fewget Tetupo As we track these
fish over the next couple of ycars the
reasons fur the scarcity of tcophy 6sh
should become much more apparent.
Rainbow trout of each s¢x were placed
into 2em sice classes according te their
length.

The griph clearly shows that there is an
increase in the percentage of smaller
fish this year in comparison to 2005.
Anglers commemed last summer about
the large numbers of smaller 1sh in the
! te 1.5kg range and it is clear that the
overall percentage of smaller  fish
amongst the catch has increased. It will
be interesting to sce what affect on the
fishery these smaller fish have in future
years as they mature.

Overall, the 2006 winter spawning sciason
was another average vear after a rather
disappointing summer Perhaps a
warmer season combined with muner-
ous fish in the 2 to 3kg range will
provide some good sport this summer
butitis likely the numbcr of truly trophy
fish will again be low.
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Richyr | Shrimpron A fan
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Gibbs. (minning Richan!
Suines, Ken Kimmins &
Bryaw: Jobnson)

Photo: Callin Botike

Taupo Fishery Advisory Committee

‘The Taupo Fishery Advisory Committee (TFAC) is a committee cstablished by the
Consenv-ation Act.

The function of the comumittee is to:

Advocate’liupo sport fishing interests
» Fa

tatc communication buetween the department and anglers

+ To keep anglers infermed on matters affecting their interesis

Foster cthical standards of angling behaviour

+ Consider and advise the deparmment on fieshwater and sport fishing mateers
withinthe Taupo District

+ Makcany representations that it sees (it to the Minister,or to the department or any
other government agency o other organisation, on matters aftecting the Taupo
tishery, including national «nd regional policy statements, niagement strategies,
management plans

+ Lisise with New Zealand Fish and Game Council on matters of mutual interest
relating to sports fish.

The conunittee is made up of representatives consisting ofth e following:

(a) 8 members appoimed by the Minister trom persons nominated by the following

organisations:

* Advocates for the Tongariro River Inc - (Bob Appleton)

« Moruoapa Fishing and Boating Club - (Currently noonc appointed)

« New Zealancl Professional Fishing Guides' Association - (Alan Simmons)

« Taupe Commercial Launchmens’Asseciation - (Richard Staines)

Taupo Fishing Club - (Richar Shrimpton)

« Tongariro & LakeTaupo Angler's Club - (Greaham Whyman, - Chairman TFAC)

» Tongiuiro National'l'rout Centre Socicty - (Ken Kimmins)

*  Waitahanui Angling improvement Association - (Wayne Pitinson)

1) A person from theTuwharctoa Maoriil'rust Board

(C)A person 1o represent nationitl angling interests - (Striato Cotsilinis)

(A person 10 represent New Zealand Fish and Game Council - (Bryce Johnson)

(©) A person to representTongarre-iaupo Conservator - John Gibbs ~Taupo Fis

Arca Manager)
Members appointed under (). (b) and () have voting rights at mectings of the conmmitiee,
and the othee members of the conunittee are entitied (0 speak ar meetings but not to vote.

Mcctings arc heldatleast 3 times iy eackts an important oppornunity for the department
and these repressentatives 10 get together and discuss issues afiee

ing theTaupo Fishery:
If you have an issue or suggestion aflecting the'itupo fishery that you would like aired
with the committee, please contact one of these members,



8y Glenn Macleao

A high lake lew! brings the
F<hin close but makes
wading around the edge Gl
cult for Kim Alezander-Tutia
Phatac Dave Cenley'

Lake Otamangakau levels

s part of the renewil of con-
sents for the Tongariro Power
Deve-lopment there was consid-
critble research and discussion between
Genesis Energy, thc Department of
Conscrvation and anglers to try and
establish the most suitable opcrating

levels for Lake Otamangal
The research identified that the optimum
level for shorcline angling was G611.1@
mcteesabove sz leved which is when the
water Is just lapping the bank-side vegets
tion. At this level there is a clewr arca
between the inside cdge of the weed
beds and the shore which attricts cruis-
ing brown trout, but the level is not se
high as to make wading difficult around
identified
that, pastictdarly when the inflows weee

the shore. Furthermore it w:

low over summer, it was desirable to try
and Keep the lake at a high level to min
imise the risk of the waters bec:oming too
wam or deoxygenated. Therefore as part
of the consents process the partics agreed
a condition requiring Genesis Lneigy to
use its best enci¢avours to maintain an

average lake level of 611,10 metres.

In practice this condition has not met
cither party's objectives In years where
the level remained very conslioim the
weed beds encroached closer and closer
to shore reducing the suitable arcas for
cruising trout despite the ideal level This
year though. very high inflows carly In
the summer meam that for the rest of the
summer the only way for Genesis Energy

to achieve an averige of 61 1. 10 metres
for the period was to keep the lake very
low for the cemainder of the summee
This had the bencflcial effect of Killing off
the encroaching weed beds but the low

levels meantanglers couldn’t take advan-
tage of this Furthermore it made sctting
of operating fiows significantly more dif-
licult for Genesis Lncrgy. In reality the

hydrograph indicates thiet while they met
the objective as it wis worded. for only a
fraction of the summer was thelake actuw
ally ac the desired level,

As it consequence of this we have agreed
that this condition should be deleted.
Instead we are working together 1o
develop a management  plan  which
inciudes an objective whereby the lake
level is maititained closi: to 61110 as nuch
as paxssihle over summee This receynises
that this is the idel kevel for angling :imd
also that monitoring over cecent years indi
cates that this will be sufficient to ensur¢
that dissolved oxygen levels ace maintained
during periods of low or nil inflows. lt will
a0 simplify the nimagemem of 1ake levels
from an operational perspective.

As part of the plan we are looking at
options to lower the kke level for a penod
over winter so as to control the growth of
the weeds in the near shote zone. This
would ailow the exposwd weed bed 1o be
frostedd of f and would also provide water
fowl access to the beds at a time when
there is typically kss food available.
Because it will occut over mid winter

there will not be any impacts on water
temperatures or dissolved oxygen levels.,

Sorting out the detail of the management
plan is continuing but this is;i a good
example of the consteactive relationship
between Genesis Energy Limited and
DOC working to the bencfit of cach pacty.
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By firrel Cudby
Ecrol is Programene Maniger
ViSitoe Asscts, res ponsibite for

angjcr facilities

Wop: The key playees in

the construction of the

new traCk Eerol Cudby left,
Keith Yonng. Les Tipplay and
{an Mucrell

Phote: Kim AlexcinderTuria
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WaikariTrack completed

fier gestaring for several years

the 560m track linking the

Admirals Pool Arca with the
Neverfail Pool teack in the Waikari
Recreation Reserve south of Tuzingi was
spawned  during September, and has
since proven very popular with walkers
and mountain bikers.

Initially the track was proposed to link
fishing access along the left bank of the
“Tongarire River between Turangi and the
Red Hut Bridge. However it was quickly
recognised that it would be popular with
other recreationalises as well because ofiits
proximity toTurangi @od DOC Recreation
Planner, Peter Devlin was called in to
design and specify the ttack which is
being used as an example of buest practise.

After the route had been explored and
documented with a GPS, it was care
tully set out with attention to gradicnt
and formation aand the boundarics
taped to minimise disturbance 10 adja
cent vegetation.

Following consultation with adiacent
landowners. JRK Contractors were called
to carry out the surgery. The ream of
seven men and machincs, supported by
Kernohan Coultractors supplying mater:
alswhenand where required, completed
the operation ineight full-on days.

The closely marked route was tiaversed,
cutting and removing larger trees and
digging out smallcr plants and planting
them outside the formation. Next the
duff layer was removed and dispersed




The teanl using a moLorsed
wheelbacrew te lay pumice
on the new track

Photoc Kint Aexanderfiaria

alongside the track. and pumice was
brought in and spread, compacted and
moulded. Steeper scctions were crowned

with a gravel metal/clay mix
for gip and eresion protec-
tion. The northern end of
thetriwck required benching
where it descends over a
scap and extensive drainage
where it imiverses a wet
seepage area. This arca
caused the most troublc.
An attempt to swallow one
of the diggers in the jelly-
like muk! was averted by its
matc coming to the rescue,
digging and pulling it out.
Priains and geotextike cloth
under the rtrack materials
finally produced a solid
wialking sutfiice

Liccnced imglers can now
walk along both banks of
the Tengariro between the
Major Jones and Red Hut
bridges. Access across private
land at Kewfni Fat prevents

the public frem making the round trip
though other organisations arc negotiat
ing thisaspect with the landowncrs.

Adjacent to cnr H*way 41 & Ohuanga Rd, TURANGI.

Quiel, private, spacious ground-floor seiviced svites, full kitchens
& own'patios, surrounding an all-year heated swimming pool
and hot spa. Licensed restaurant & room service meals
A supesb base with plenly to do - there's trout fishing, horse riding,
goif. hunting rafting tramping and mountain biking.
Fishing Guide services arranged and/or tack'e,
waders files etc for sate & hire,

Phone or fax us for g quote.

Linea & Terry Drum
PO Box 139, Turansi.

E-MAIL: anglers@reap.org.nz
WEBSITE: www.anglersparadise.co.nz

FREEPHONE =
(o

Ph 07-386 8980

0800 500 039
\_ Fax 07-386 7408 P,




By Kim AlexandceTucia

Teamee alagee ol
Houtbuijzen tacks visilors
through the River Walk Visitor
Cenee o deeemine the
amount of time people spend
ut each disp by,

Biroror Kim AfexandersTusta
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It’s time for a makeover

he River Walk Visitor Centre

RWVC) is

Tongariro National Trout Centre
(TNTC) just south of Turangi

situated at  the

The centrerwas completed and opened to
the public in 2003 and is designed to intre-
duce visitors to the speciid world of trout,
show how the fishery is managed and

portray the history of fishing atTaupo.

Currently the interior of the RWVC
mimics the path of a river as it winds its
way past rock and boulders, with each
turn of the river providing something
new to see.The opening of the RWVC
wis the result of much hard work by the
Tongarira National Trout Centre Sodicty
(TNTCS) and the
Censcrvation OC), who shared a vision

Department  of

ro create an educational ficility that
would be an cxcellent addition to the
existing complex, TheTNTCS raised over
$500,800 to modify the old buildin gand
devdlop interpeetive displays inside.

Three years in to its operation, an ¢valu-
ation of the current displays has identi-
fied further oppotrrunities to improve

the delivery of messages. We all get a bit
tired some time and in need a bit of a
makeover imd that is exactly what the
review was all about.

Sonia Frimmel was approached to com
plete a peer review and visitor based
analysis of the centre. Sonia established
her company,"What's the Story?*in 1998
to provide comprehensive intcrpretation
solutions for people who want to bring
their local heritage to life. 1t is a mult
disciplinary company that delivers a
rangce of scevices from planning through
to production. Other eviluation prejects
have iocluded concept testing and com-
pletion surveys ot the Arataki Visitor
Centre in Auckland and also & re-cvalua
tion of the Whakapapa Visitor Centre,

Sonia’s report has now been completed
and was well reccived. 1t's now the job
of the ' NT'CS and DOC as joint partners
to look at her recommendations and
implcment thenAs a frst step a project
team consisting of a project co-ordina-
tor, ivterpreter. designer/architect and a
technical expert has been set up to
work with the recommendations 1o
progress them furthee

S®@ WHAT DIDTHE REPORT SAY?

Without going into cvery detail it was

interesting 10 note some of the survey

results;

* 28% of those visiting the TNT'C have
been befare

*The most popular display of the
RWVC was the video on flyfishing

*The second most popular aspect of
RWVC was the volunteers themscelves,
Visitors spent time at the reception
desk talking to voluniteers and their
input in to the experience visitors
have at the RWVC is critical.

* Almost cveryone surveyed was happy
with the focus of the displays but there



were some issucs identified relating te number of other views we held before

content and style of presentation hand, highlighting the s:lue of getting an

« 30% of the visitors to the site did not independent assessment of the facility and

visit the RWVC how it operates. It's an cexciting time for

Some of the topics not covered cue both par:ners to stand back and losk at the

rendy but which visiters would like to results but also to now develop a vision

see in the Asture are more on didymo, and a pathwity to move the centre forward,

pests and weeds. water guality, more The budget! Ie will take another round

on history and actually finding out how of huge fundraising ¢ffort by the TN'I'CS

to fish to name but a few! and contribution by DOC to implement

The report confirmed some perceptions My changes but if its worth doing its

but the data cellected did not support a wos'th doing right!

In consultation wich the Tongariro National Trout Centre Society a new
brochure showcasing the Tongariro National Trout Centre has been developed
and is called Reel T#out. It was specifically designed to go to information
centres throughout New Zealand and to encourage visitors to the Centre. To
obtain copics of the brochure please contact the Taupo Fishery Area office.

s Time For The Best Upgeade: You're Ever Going To Make

INORTH tSLAND:

SOUTH IStAND:

SD1071

he worlds best selling Downrigger

g,

and put the fun back into fishing. the Scotty Downrigger is en
S D who don't always agree with the scientists,
.w t targeting fish at specific depths and test

aham Whyman, Sporing Lite, Turangi. 801073
INRIGGER
'SD1116 Depthpower Pro Pack
*1 174" Boem (& =
“Telescoping 8oom (up to 60*)
~Dual Rod Holders 801170
“Two Line Retease Clips
A ~
urrent draw of any downrigger —
& manuall electric operation | 7 - N

g base ‘Manual backup

and automatic brake

ROBERT A CONAGHAN (NZ) LTD: 47 NORMAABY R, M7 EDEN, ALEXIAND A 09 638 5100 EMAlL: sales@racanaghan.cam
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uisit www.fishingtackle.co.nz for a list of retailers
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Teter and Peteer from

Sweden, cook twir catch

on the river. Birches Paok
Yaken by KimdlevanderTurla

11y Corpt) from TdrungiAuckland
with hig wife Julia and six month old
Jacob in the back.pack: at the B3y cko
Peal taken'-ith Septomber 2086, b
Pays o stan them young. Jacob hodl
already been up to Ladics Mite on the
Feuntnggr Taupo River in sindar style,
Sent-én by: Koss DBaker - fongeriro
River Mulet

The sceond day of Lake
Ommangakau opening Caught by
Suven Qookk of Taupo. dafung the
weed beds in it bout, steipping
weelly buggers.

Scut in by: Bave Conley

i

Shag exting i trout at the
Major Jaires Paol 7th
September 2006 photo
taken by Hayvden Long.
Auxtralian angler.

Senz in by: Peter Wiiton -
lecat [y fishing guicle

Caught ¢ the Kuratau end
of Lke T nepa on Labour
Weckend by Tracey James
oflaupa She used a
Kilwelt rod with anAh ¢y
reel and with an orange
with goid striped tobyiall
purchased frem Hooting
and Fishing of Taupo.
‘Bacey isa beginace fisher-
WOmeIt just oul eénjoying a
days {Ishing with her ad,
J3elan Golding, from
Pantersion North.  hiacey
caught 4 good sized trout

made an enjoyuble few
days for her
Seat in by: Brien Golding

If you would like to make contributions toTaupo'tails<letters, photos, anything of interest) pleise
write 10 Kim Alexanderuriz Jiupo Fishery, Private BagTuriogi or ¢m:l Kim your contribbutions to
kruria®docgovt.nz .
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Hi Moduius Graphite 8"
3 piece rod plus tube

9’ 3 piece graphite 6t 7% 8 weights
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Norstream Large Arbor Norstream wide Arbor 7/8
reel with Rio floating reel Micro disc drag reel
line & backing. PLUS
RIO Mainstream floatin
|/f1yl|ne & backing. . $1 99.95
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= 5 layer waist down
3 layer waist up

= The only wader that removes
both perspiration vapour &
condensation

= Unmatched breathability

= 11 sizes with free carry bag

490gm fhinsulate
fussetted crolch,
3.5mm neopeene

Suede teather & condura triple stitched
$1 99.95 viith thinskin lining to improve somfort
High qualily at Ihis price.

RIVERWORKS B3 WADERS WITH
RANGITIKEI WADING ROOTS

COMRO PRICE

TOLL FREE 0800 270222 —
|] HAMILLS WE WILL MATCH

HAMILITS_ ; Ay v OR BETTER ANY
Bav OTORU: Taonanca COMPETITORS
; ot Rtaggn CGanneron & 9th Aves Tatiringa ADVERTISED PRICE

Offer available
*while stocks
last 06 Nebion Stecet, Hastines
Phane 06 077 Phane O7 348 3147 Phone ¢
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By Callum Bourke

My original blockdgx. the
key log at this stage s a half a
metre under the white water

Dbate: fulie Greates

Whitikau log jam

heWhitikau Steeamiis the Taegest,
most important tributiacy of the
‘Fongariro  River. 1t provides
excellent spawning ::md rearing for trout
each season, which we monitor closcly
through monthly escapemant (spawn
ing) counts, minnow trapping and elec-
toic fishing

A section of the stream, which is popu-
lLarly knowi as*Th: Grotto”,is it nurcowy
gorge sitvated between the Hauto and
Rimgipo prisons. llere the sieam (lows

through a niacrow slot within sheer igne
imbrite walls and itis exteemely suscep

tible to being blocked by log jams,

especially afiter a decent feesh. In July

this y'can a sizeable blockage was discow

c¢red  whilst
cheek. A L
wedgend itselfin the growo subscquendy

undcriking @ routine

ge pine had fullen and

causing the river bed to buitd up behind
itcreating a 2.5 metee waterfall tlowing
through and over the miss of iccumu
lated debriis

This was inhibiting fish passage through
the grotto,us trout found it very difficualt
to swim and jump the necessiacy height,
patticularly when having 10 jump from
the extremely aceated water cansed by
the waterfall, It is the s issue that
cuauses cavitation when using an out
boardin white water, there is no grip in
the water, With access lost to” approxi-
mately 9 Kilometres of valuable spawn-
ing grounds above the grotto and the
puiak spawning months fast approach-
ing, this log jam had to be removed as
soon as possible,

Normally in situations like: this the most
efficicnt solution wouid be to use explo-
sives. However due e the log jam’s prox-
inity 1o some high voltage power lines
and the risk of damaging these with
flying debris, this wasn't an option.
Fortunately though, the blockage was in
A section of the grotto thin we could
access relatively casily by cutting a track.
‘This simplificd matters considerably as




Greg Robinson starts work
on the log
Phote: fulie Greaies

we could get our chainsaws and equip
ment to the site without the need to
wade or abscil. Once the track was cut,
work started immediatcly with a tecam
assigned te clear the bulk of the debris
that had accumulated against the fallen
pine. With this clear. we were able o
manipulate the flow by removing rocks
that had built up against the upstream
side of the pine fn turn this encouraged
the water to flow underncath the pine,
and with a little help washing eut more
rocks and debris enabling us te access
the main source of the preblem.

After a few days to et the stteun de its

work and erode the bed further, the lasge
pine was ready to beremoved This wasn't
going to be an casy proposition as the tree
wis in a precarious position and staff
safety was a major concern. The job cer
tainly required an experienced chainsaw
opegator who ceuld handle these difficule
circumstances Fortunately i the {ishery
team we have Greg Robinson who has a
forestry background and a wealth of
oxperience in sawing trees of all shapes
md sizesWith the safety brief concluded
imd the team ready in pesition, it was time
to deal 1o this pine ence and fer all. Greg
sure made ¥ look easy; cutting the tree
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Nealy inkhed, the ord tinat
Blockagic was to the haight of
the handle of the chainsaw

Hoto: fulle Groxnes

into rings which the team stacked on the
bank so as te ensur: that another block
age could not be cremned by these ofteuts
downstream. After cleaning up a few
more logs that became exposedasa ecsle
of the drop in stevam bed kevel. the task
was finally complete. The wnerfall and
massive pile of debris was substiutially

jam was cleared in August.the fish stocks
upstream of the growo have increascd
substantially, Escapement counts (drift
dives) ofa 3 kilometre section above the
groteo, produced a count of 192 fish in
August before the blockage was cleared,
which cffectively doublad one month
later to 418 in September and then

reduced allowing cicar passaye for hun- puaked at 90 in October,

dreds of reut hieading ro their spawning :

A big thanks must ge out to the tcam foran

grounds upstream. e . i
awcsome eftort. The question now is what

Itisipleasing tofnore thatisinceitheilog wc will ind in the grotto aext wiater!

BAYLEYS I

TONGARIRO RIVER

Eleven managed motel/holiday investment units priced from $168,000 to $170,000.
Substantially improved with developinentplans in place. Excellent cash ftow. Sound

Price $100,8600 - $170.000
View by appointment

wwwhbayleys.canz/ 252263
managementagieement and fetting agreementin place. Two soki. PeterBattell
Excellent 0ponfor heen fishennen and skiers to have a pald holday. Studw, one bedroom M 027 448 0050
and two bedmom units available, 8 0800 482 870

Cal! Peter for your information packtoday!

www.bayleysturangi.co.nz
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By Michel Detuid

he acticle on the cffect of hae
cdling on fish welfitre published
in the kst issue of Zurget Tttt po
stintulated much interest and feedback

from readers. It is pleasing to-see anglers

thinking carefully about how they
handie their Jish as they release them so
as to ensure the best for the € sh.

Handling technigues may be further
improved by using new tools.last month
a very affable and expericnced angler
who has becen fishing the Tongariro River
for more than 50 years introduced us to
the BogaGrip® that eliminates any skin
contact between the angler and the fish
during unhooking. At first glance this

instrument looks more like a device that
in the wrong hands, could be used to
‘persuade’ someone to reveal their
secrets rather than a tool supposed to
improve the welfare of a fisht

“Ihat device was developed in the United
States in response (0 the growing
concern about fishwelfare during fishing
compctitions. Buring such contests the
13sh need to be weighed to decide upon
the winner but they must also be
released alive. These two requirements
were met by developing the BogaGip.

BogaGrip allows (o hold the fish by the
bottom jaw in one hand and to remove
the hook with the other hand. The




Our rods are custom made
to your specification

- %Y
All our rods are hand crafted here in
New Zealand and are available in range
from 7°6” to 10’0” line weights from
#3to#12 asa 2,3, 4 or 5 piece.

8 vl |
Contact us or one of our retailers,
and we can discuss the fishing you do and
the rod you require.

Tailor made... custom made. The only
rod of it’s kind in the world.

CrosbyGarre

OUTLETS: Sporting Life Turangi,
portsworld Palmerston North
Hunting & Fishing Manawatu,

CROSBYGARRET FLY RODS
info@crosbygarret.co.nz
Ph: 06 355 1429 Fax: 06 355 1427

locking system of the instrument is made of
stainless steel and very quickly adjusts to the
water temperature, thereby not causing any
thermalstress when in contact with the {ish.
Fucthermore, stainless stecl is very casy to
clean and less likely to cause infection.The
fish is held by the jaw which is the toughest
part of the body and which is not covered by
mucus to the same extent as the rest of the
body. However perhaps the most important
feature of this insteiment is that it allows the
fish to be kept in the water during the
unhooking procedure ;

To usc this 1eol the £ sh is played until it can
be brought close where it is then immobilized
locking the BogaGrip on the lower jaw. With
their free hand the angler then grabs a pair of
iong nosed pliers and unhooks the fish while
the fsh is still in the water. If the hook is sct
too deep don’t hesitate to cut the linc just
above the lure.Fish are very good at rejecting
foreign bodies and hooks and lures will be
quickly spat out or ingested and imbedded in
tissue growth without affccting the fish

chances of sutvival.

No scientific trials have been citrricd out yet
to compare handling mortality with and
without the BogaGrip. However, there is no
doubt that the trialling we did in the
Tongaciro Riverindicates that the fish remains
very quict when locked on the BogaGrip We
have no doubt that the lack of any physical
contact with the fish wiil be beneficial for the
welfitre of the bish.

There ate scvetal similat tools on the
market but they do have onc downside,
their ptice. However considering that 60%
of alt fish caught in Taupo are returned to
the watcer, it is clearly e¢ssential to minimize
the mortality of these f sh if we ace to main-
tain a healthy fishery. In the long rua cvery
angler will benefit one way or another if
they do everything they can to ensurc that
the fish they choosc to rclease or atc
required tolet go surviv:e the expetience. In
many cases these tools will certainly help
achicve this.

Many thanks Raymond and happy grip.



By Kim Alexandes-Turia

DOC seaff host avisit to the
WaipaTrap by somc of the
‘Tongari o Naioa al Troue
Centee Socicty volunteers
(Top lefu Miek Cosgrove,
Lurey Crawford. Eric Wilson,
Grisham Hamiiecon, John
Milner Guy Mamey, Kim
AlexandeeTaria, Ken
Kimniins. Bria n Batectl and
trap operator David Klee
Photo: Storm Bester

Joining in

t's been another busy year for thel'ongariro National Trout Centre Socicty (Seciely)

and its volunteers.'The Society works in a successful partnership with DOC to
promote trout fishing, the Taupo Fishery and the protection of the freshwater envi-
ronment at the'longariro National Trout Centre on the banks of theTongariro River.

RIVER WALK VISITOR CENTRE

The River Walk Visitor Centre, situated at the Tongariro National Trout Centre is a
Visitor Centee run by the Society and its voluntcers 364 days of the year, only closing
Christmas Day: The hours of operation are from 10am to 3pm, 1 May to 30 November
and 10am to 4pm, 1 December to 30 April. The Centre incorporates the history of
fishing at’faupo, how the fishery is managed and the life-cycle of trout. Ken Kimmins,
the TNT'CS Administration Manager, who looks after the volunteers says, “‘the volin
teers are very good the way they mandage le fil tbe Society's wenk into their Disy
tizes, This certainly bel Ps ine when it cemes te organistng resources for the visilor
cenlre, fishing duys and olber activilies”.

CHILDREN'S FISHING DAYS

The Society volunteers also run the very popular Children's Fishing days which are
held monthly from April to November,9am to 3pm. On any day upward of 16 volun-
teers are necessary s the summary of this years days indicates.

‘These days are a chance forchildrenbetween the ages of 6 to 14 years. 1o leam the art
of fly-casting and to be able to catch their first treut. Each (ishing day involves a
numbcr of dedicated volunteers in various rolesfrom taking the bookings at the River
Walk Visitor Ceatre prior to the day, to checking in the children on the actual day,
supervising the children's waiting lines and then the actual fishing The Society also
runs a barbeque on the day where they sell anything from sausages,hot soup and cold
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Brian Wills issues
certificaic 1o a successtul
young imeker

Photo: Ken Kintnodns
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Datcs No.ofChildren No. Yoluntecrs
Attended participating
Sunday, 23cd April 180 20
Sunday 14 May 190 20
Sunday 4 June 190 18
Sunday 9 July 247 20
Sunday 20 August 128 16
Sunday 24 Scptember 195 20
Sunday 22 October W97 20
Sunday 19th November 130 16

drinks to raise funds for the SocietyAs you can it's a pretty full day for them?

TAUP O FOR 1@ MORROW ERUCATION PROGRAMME

Teuepo for Tomorrow, whosc primary sponsor is Gienesis Energy.is a learning cxpert
ence outside the classroom where students can experience hands on learning about
fiteshwater and its sustainable usc.trout ecology and fly-fishing. The programme is run
fulktime by Educator, Thea BePetris out of ‘Fhe Whakapumautanga Downs Learning
Centre classtoom which was opened in April 2006.

Teachers can choose trom three programme options which are linked to the New
Zealand Curriculum Framework. The programmes provide an opportunity to lcarn
from professionals working at the heart of conservation management.

Thea who is a budding angler hersclf uses volunteers from the Society to teach stu-
dents about aspects of fishing including how 10 tie flies, cast a fly-rod and catch their
furst crout. “They are an awesome reflection of how passionate peopie are about the
Teaepo Fishery and this shives though with meany of the volunteers beloing me in a
wmonber of roles” comments Thea. She enjoys watching the students become memo-
riscd by theenthusiasm of the voluateers talking about their favourite pasttime. “The
ediccetion prograniiee would not he as successful without the volunteers;they are
a buge asset to the progreme”

The volunteers also assist theTongariro National 1'rout Centre Ranger - Greg Robinson

with the on site maintenance, most recently getting involved with planting native trees.




Vil Raymond (igh) &J il
Gunnatthe River Walk Visitor
Centre holding the recent
Trust Power Award

Photo: King Alexander-iurta

Grey says “/ scen te be at the bottom of the food chain
with volunteer assistarce as its bare 1o steal themt
aweny from Thea’s education progremme;shes prettier
and bribes them with chocolate biscuits”

SO WHAT DO THE VOLUNTEERS GET OUT
OF ITANB WHERE DO THEY GETTHETIME?
Val Raymond and Jill Gunn both agree that it's about
giving back your time to the community

Larry Ceawford says 7 enjoy working with the other tot
wnteers. Tve Ricer Walk visitor's centre, Wasilakabitka
streany, viewmg Shambes; Leariing Centre ane the Rid's
Sisbing pond are feaidous assets to the townt of Turangi.
Tiiis wendery'ul area £s visited by large wanbers of tocal
and orerseas tourists and 1 baie found real pleastre in
beig incolved witl df of this in the fast 12 months it is
Lreat to see the children at the fishing pond so proud of
catching their oun fish”.

THEAWARDS!

The TNTCS recently won the Trust Power Taupo
BDistrict Community award winning the Heritage &
Environment Section. The awarc came with a framed
certificate and cheque for $500.

The Socicty has also been awancted a Tongarico Taupo
Conservancy Awarcl for 2006. This awarcl is given to
inclividuals, groups or organisations that have made a
significant contribution to consetvation in this area
through a single project or as the Socicty has over
many ycars. The award was presented to the Society on the 7th December at the
Tongariro Taupo Conservancy Conservation Awards ceremony held at the Taupo
Museum. The TNTCS Deputy Chairman Rob Lester says, Without the voluntecrs. there
wotld not be a‘Tongaric National Trout Centee Socicty. Their value o the facility
cannot be estimated in dollar terms or time commitment.3 common strand that
defines this diverse group of socially committed individualsis a passionfor preserving
and enhancing our environment tor present and future generations™.

This successful partnership between DOC and the Societyis agraphic example of the
bencelits that can be achieved for conservation by DOC working closcly with passion-
ate individuals in the local communityThe Society has also been awarded a
Tongarito Taupo Conservancy Award for 20006, This award is given to individuals,
groups or organisations that have made a significant contribution to conscrvation
in this arca through a singlc project or as the Society has over many years. The
award will be presented to the Socicty on the 7th O ecember at the Tongariro
Taupo Conscrvancy Conscrvation Awards ceremony held at the Taupo Museum.
TheTNTCS Deputy Chairman Rob Lester says, "Without the volinteers, theve would
not e Tongaivo National Trout Centre Sociel ). Thseir valiee Lo the fecility cannot
be estimated in dotlar terms or tinme commiitment, A conunon stred that defines
this diverse group of socially committed individuats is a passion for preserving
and enbancing our envirormment for present core fulie generations”,

This successful partnership between DOCand the Socicty is a graphic example of the
benetits that can be achicved for conservation by DOC working closely with passion
ate individuals in the local community.
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By Thea DePctris

Fheais cthe Educator at the

Tongariro National Trout
Centee.with a backgeound in
secondary testching and pus-
sionate about the outdoors

larry divcusses difierent Ly
pattcens to the childeen
Photo: Thea Deletris
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Genesis Energy increases funding

hcTaupo forTomorrow pro
gedIME - A jeint initiative
between the Tongm:iro
National Trout Centre Society. the
Department of Conservation and
Genesis Energy - keeps moving
onward and upward.
The programme commenced in
July 2004 and has grown from

bay, 8] =N g
a"’abamy through Lap.ef'f"’v humble beginnings into the valuable
learning resource it is today.

EnApril 2006 a Learning Centre was opened at the
Trout Centre and named after the late Whakapumautanga (Darkie) Dowans, local
Tuwharera Kaumatua. Thea DePeteis was appointed as a part-time educatoi* for the
programme, but by July 2006 it was cvident that a full-time educator was necded.
With the addition of the learning centre this year, schools now spend up to a full day
at the'l'vout Centre, Thea found that if the progrimme was going to continue to grow
she needed more time to spend with the students and also for developing the pro-
grammcs. Key projects she has been working on this year include the development
of Tuupo for Tomorrow's website (www lanpofortomorrowco.nz) and a NCEA com-
poneat for sccondary school students
Genesis Encergy was keen to sponsor the programme furiher and has increased
funding of the cducator position from pact-time to full-time. Through their primary
sponsorship. school groups arc able to aitend the programme at no cost.
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Bonnic Lawrence.
Eoviconment:| Coonlinator,
Genesis Inecgy (lefo), Thea
DcPetris, Blucator and stu-
deats 1914 Warrender

and Alex @' Conner

measure cobbles

Photo: Kim MexanderTuria

/‘V\
genests
Jongariro

d National freut
Centre Sociely

Department of Conservation
Te Papa Atauhal

Tongariro .
National Trout
Centre Society

The Society encourages and promotes public interest in trout fishing, un
understanding of the Taupo fishery and trout habitat, “The River Walk’ Visitor
Centre has been developed to provide a modern learning experience about trout for
visitors of all ages. Throughout the year Society volunteers publicise and condrict
children’s fishing days at the Centre to teach children to fish fer treut and to
encourage respect forour envirenment.

To jein the Seciety please fill in the forn: and inciude the annvat subscripion of $25
Lty
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By Rober: Hood

Rob is a Ranger and partof
the team that cargi<s out our
ficld oper:

ions work

Top: The fishery team drove
the Hinemaiaix bypass to
obrain matuce trout

o strip.c2gs fron

Photo; Kim Aleccander-Turia
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Hinemaiaia trapping successful

he Hinem:

a lrap was once
again installed and operated this
winter o lift spawning trout

above the HB Dam, in association with

Trust Power Limited-- After reviewing

previous year's operations it was

decided to operate the trap continu-
ously from midJuly to mid Scptember as
this is when consistent numbecers of
spawning  trout

were  migrating

upstream through the bypass.
of 200
processed (clipped, weighed and meas-
ured) and transferred into the HB dam

The target trout trapped,

wias achicved before the trap was
removed (49 i July, 101 inAugust and 50
in Scptember). It's possible more might
have been caught and transferred but
unfortunately in August a large spill over
the dam forced the twap to be pulled out
for a short time. Also at the end of the
uapping period we held several fish to
collect their eggs. The approximatcly
19000 fertilised ova were taken to the
Tongariro National Trout Centre (TNTC)
forhatching. In late November the unfed
fry were transferred into the headwaters
of the Pahikohurn and Kakapo streams

upstream of the HB dam 10 help re.estab-
lish the spawning runsin these streams.
‘I'he operation of the.trap also provided
an” exXcellent op portunity to collect 50
f n samplcs as part of our investigation
into whether there are any genetic dif
ferences between spawning trout in dif-
ferent strecams.

During the trapping operation, opera-
tors recorded a number of dead trout
that collected on the HB power station
intake screens. Nearly all of these
were spent (spawncd) trout and of
note was that 11 also had last ycars
trap clip (so were transferred into the
HB dam in 2005). These are fish which
managed to rcturn to Lake Taupo last
year, presumably passing over the dam
when it spilled in October before
once again retur

ing to spawn this
winter.

On the practical side, a new removable
and transportable roof was constructed
for the caravan this year which certainly
improved the comfort level for trap

operators during wet weather periods



By Kim Alexander-Turia

Rob Hood at the Waipa Trap

Goodbye Bob (Rob) Hood

t started with Rob McLay but then
IRob Marshall arrived and it was con-

fusing to have two Rob's so Rob
Marshall became Bert. When Rob Hood
arrived he became Bob but now Bob is
leaving us and we are back to the origi-
nal one and only Rob!
Bob Hood has spent the last 8 years in
the Taupo Fishery, arriving in 1998 from
the Horowhenua district where he was
dairy farming. He has been fishing in the
Taupo area since he was a kid and is a
passionate angler today.

He has developed a huge range of diverse
field skills over the years, the highlights
for Bob being involved in the monitoring
and research projects including the
Harvest Survey, acoustic and radio track-
ing projects. Often field work is in iso-
lated and arduous conditions, but Rob
says while “working in these places can
sometimes be challenging, but it is also
very rewarding. I think I'm very lucky
to bave worked in such a great location,
belping a dedicated team mancge such
an awesome fishery”,

In 2005 Bob was seconded to the NZ Sea
Lion team which was monitoring Sea Lions
in the Auckland Islands. He assisted scien-

tists with monitoring and research projects
and spent seven weeks living on Enderby
Island. Although it was in the middle of

summer, weather conditions made for a
very challenging but rewarding time.

The winter fish traps are one of the not
so glamorous jobs in the fishery. So will
Bob miss those freezing cold winter
nights sleeping in a caravan or hut? Or
the nights where it rains the whole
night and you have to get the generator
fired up so you can weigh and measure
hundreds of fish before trying to secure
the trap when it finally floods? Probably
not. As Bob is tucked up next winter
with the electric blanket on, listening to
the rain on the roof, he will be thinking
of his old fishery mates.

Bob says he will miss working with the
small, skilled fishery team undertaking
what is a unique role in DOC. However
he is not completely leaving DOC; he
has obtained a position as Programme
Manager, Biodiversity Assets, Ruapehu
Area and will be managing the threat-
ened species work including Whio (Blue
Duck), Kiwi and plants. He is looking
forward to new challenges and the
opportunity to manage and work with
such iconic species in a World Heritage
area.The Fishery Team wish him the best
and his experience and commitment
will be missed by all. And what will they
call him at the Ruapehu office?

He thinks he will be called Rob.
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BY Uhea Depetris

Top:Thea & Sedents from
Mamaka School

look fer atucal caddis
Photoc Kim AtexaractesTtirie

Fishing for the “Wired Generation’

hildren and teenagers of today's

world are wirved, charged and

hooked up. Through their cor
stant use of different technological
devices that bring the worid to their fin-
gertips, they have earned the nickname
‘the wired genesation’.
Computers, ceil phones, digital cameras,
1 Pods, satcllite and cable television are
all types of digital technology that have
rapidiy evolved since the 19805, For
cach of these devices, an array of features
like biogging, gaming, on-linc shop

enitilliext messaging and downloading
exists, which have all led to a dramatic
and swift change in the ways that people
communicate and recreate.

Accorcling to a study conducted by Harris

Interactive and Teenage Rescarch
Unlimited June 2003) the avenge 13-24
year old American spends a4 cumulative
50 hours per week talking on the
phone.listening 1o the radio,surting the
internet and watching television. That's

more hours than they spend at school.

The Guardian reported that 3 out of 4
children in the UK have access to the
intennet and out of those children, 1 in 3
will make fviends with someone online.
There are 7.5 million mobile phoncs
owned by young peopic aged 1€-19 and
1 poundin 10 of disposabie income wis
spent by teenagers on mobile product
services this year

‘Fhe consequences of this electronic
bombardment cannot be ignored. For



Graham | LuniltonToagariro
National Trout Centre Society
volunteer with a young
stadent after the catcn
Photoc Thea Delelris

better or worse, it is certainly having a
revolutionary impact on the way chil-
dren are growing up. Onone hand tele
vision, movic and the internet provide
an aweseme toel for learning, where
answers can be tound at a touch of a
button. But on the other hand, this
virtualworld that is eften dominated by
excessive consumplion and the pursuit
of the latest and trendiest (s strongly
inflluencing the dreams and aspirations
of ‘the wired',

Another obvious and worrying conse-
quence of a wired youth is that they are
spending less time in rhe outdoors.
Activitics like Wcking a ball around with
their mates at the pack or scarching for fish
and other creatures in the lecal stream
have become a thing of the past. Young
people are now mere commonly found
battling the Fifa premiership league witha
Tokyebased teenager or conversing
amongst an orrline chat group.

No longer do weekends equate to
getting wet, muddy and cold. Camping,
fishing, and tramping have become less
common pastimes as a result of busicr
lives in a more urbanized world As of

Junce 2005, almost 3 million Ncw

Zcalanders were living in urban aceas

(2,956.700 urban dwellers or 72% of the
tetal populatien of 4.098.300). The fear
for many whe are dedicated to consce
vation and the preservation of the
nacueal environment is that witheut
these experiences in the wild, it will be
forgotten.

So does this mean that the young are all
doomed to end up living in a Matrix type
world where no boundary line exists
between the victual and real? A world
where memerics are the only: lasting
reminder of a landscape that had big.
wide open spaces and crystal clear rivers?
My ansswer to these questions is no.

One of the main reasons behind my
answer is simply due to the number of
programmes that enable New Zea
lander'’s to connect with nature. ‘The
cducation programme at the Tongariro
Taupo for
Temorrew is one such programme that
has been developed to keep children
and teenagers in touch with the natural
environment. Taupo fer femerrotw is all

National Trout Centre,

about increasing environmental aware
ness and  shacing knowledge about
trout, freshwater environments and sus-
tainable resource use, The prog-ramme
is designed te make leacning fun, tactile
and investigative. No matter how wired
they are, students find catching their
first tenr or wading through the stream
looking for insects an extremely exhiki
rating experience.

‘The wired technology is here but it docs
not need to be all consuming as long as
opportunitics like Taupe for 1omorrew
are previded. Through pesitive, direct
cxperiences with nature children will
grew up inte adults who have adesire to
interact with the natural environment
and do their part to [ook after it.

If you have a passion for the eutdeers,
fishing or the e¢nvireument and would like
to hclp out with the aupe for 1omerrew
eclucation pregramme, contiact Thea by

emailing  tdepetris®doc. g@vinz  of
phoning 07 386.924G
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By Joel Houthuiizen

Joud is Department of
Conscrvation ' ruinee Ranker
\sho has spent te st -+ months
wilh theEepo Fsheey and s
due Lo retun in 2007

Joeivaamnss iroughs
ar the'l'rou Ceatee
2iboro: K lexanderTuria

66

New Fishery Faces

JOEL HOUTHUIJZEN - TRAINEE RANGER

grew up in Gisborne
until 1 was 19 when |
went over to  the
United States  with my
older brother to work at a
children’s summer camp
in California. At the Gold
Arrow camp 1 was the
fshing instructor/counscl-
log as tishing is a huge
passion of mine. 1 did this
for twosummersancdthor
oughly enjoyed mysclf

After summer camp | teav-
elled into Canada on a one
that
allowed me to travel and
work

year  svork  visa

throughout the
countey. While 1 was there
1 tugeted the salmon and
steelhead running up the
streams from Like Huron.
1 also spent most of the
Canadian wintcr out on

the lakes ice fishing and
catching lake trout. fresh water ling, pike and muskie

When | returned from overseas 1 wanted to work for the Department of
Conservation, as 1 had always spend a lot of time in the bush chasing decr. pigs and
trout and 1 wanted 1o see the things that 1enjoy preserved for future generations (0
come. So 1 decided 10 do the wainee ranger course in Nelson

The tezinee canger progeamme is a one year cowse consisting of tour nionths
Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology (NM1'T) doing practical triiving and a
bit of theorvThen a four month work placement with DOC (locations vary every
year) and a further four months at NMI'T to gruduate At the end of the course there
are 8 positons for a two vear period spread over New Zealand for the graduated
trainces. As 1 looked through the list of the 8 arcas there was one with the Taupo
Tishery team that caught my ey

1 jumped at this opportunity because it's something 1 have wanted to get into for
many years, dating back to when 1 helped out on a few kids tishing days at the
Ngongotaha trout hatchery for Fish and Game and was hooked on trout work.

1 am ceally Jooking forward to getting to know the stafl better here and take on as
many experiences on asl cim inmy next two years
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Steve and

* Rod & WadursHire
* Fishing Licences .
« Hunting Perits Y
» Fishing Guides & Goal Chartess |
* Heme st3y accerntnodation

and 24hr senvice

Ph{Pax:
Angela Barry 07378 3714
(new Owners) Mobile:
147 Tongarira Street§ 9274459 964

Taupe

* Right on the banks of the warld famous
Tongariro River,

* [nexpensive riverside accommodartion.
Twin/Deubles f:om $55 per nighe,

o Lacge sthared Kinzhen/Dining Reom withali faciliries

* TV Lounge with open fire and sun decks.

+ Fishing guides avatlable

15 Taupehi Road, Turangi
New Zealand. Ph: (07) 3868 150
Fax: (07) 386 8150

| Email: shertsmanstedee@ytra.conz

To advertise in the Taupo
Field & Stream Directory and reach 12,000

annual fishing licence holders,
contact Peter McIntosh on (09) 634 1800

PEET SHOEDRYER
COMPANY NZ

Electric Wader D1yer

Drys WetFuot wenr Gy el
$Silently and Safely
Suitable For AllTypes of
Materials

Ph048845640
3 £2x045845398
B cales@peekhoedyetcompany.cy
P D Box-8B131

Creel Tackle Heuse

189 Taupahi Road, Turangi
Brian Scott: Phone/Fax 07 386 7929

ALY FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS
© Quality fly tying materials

@ Hire tackle

@ Open 7 days

Central North Island Agents for:

&3

RD2 Turangi 2382

Budget priced accommodation,
big on comfort and service.
* From $50 per n:%hz * Twin or double moms
o Lotk accofmodanion
« Freeztr arid fish smokex. = Guides arranged
= Stenes lirow to Lake
* 200m ¢® Tauranga-Taupo River

Ph/Fax {07]386 008

TONGARIRo

Tongariro River Raffing offers you superb
sy 1 A o el ks

ishing on iscloted water.
linch @ndolltronsport.

pply sumph
Don't just drea k for our elghr hnur__wiHernBss,
chauffeured, raft fishing experience.
We also run family white water rafting frips.
aft Norih lslan
Garth Oakden,
Tongariro River Rafting
PO Box 281, Turangi.
0101024, Fax: 07 386 6445.
Email: raftin

SUPERIOR HOMESTAY

Right on the Tongurire River

@1t the gate wud vou
ave i the Istand Posl
Special Winter Rates
for Fishermen: 2 nights
includes cooked breakifasis
Single $100 per nigiht.
DoubleSI120per night.

For reservationsooniact your
FISHING LODGE  hests Mary. Branncand Beb.

e

[55Taupaki R, Turangi, New Zealand Ph; 07 386 5538
Fax:07 386 5356 Email: #wlodge@.xtraconz

Judge’s Pool Motel

* 9 self contained units
» Quiet surroundings, no traffic noise
+ 100m to Tongarirg |
* Full facilities for fishermen

* Spa pool

5% discount on
accommodation when
you show this ad

92 Taupehi Road, Turangi
| Phone: 07 386 7892
e Fax 07 386 7890

- Turangi €abins &
Holiday Park

+ Campervans/Caravans « Tent Sites
+ 96 Budget Cabins » Onsite caravans

FACILITIES INCLUDES:
+ Kischens & dining nooms catering for ever 100 people
* Laundrnics with automatic washing machines:,
drrers & drging voom
= TY room « BBQ arca + Table Tennis ¢ Childntns Play Ares
+ Telephone + Fish cleaning area & fish freeze
+ Caravan & boat stowage

Qhuanga R
PO Box 41. Turangi
Ph {07) 386 8754




¢ TARATA FISHAWAY e

* AGBUMMSDATION » CUIDFD OR UNGUIDEU FISHIRG »

Situated in the reanate Makai Valley vshere the pichiresque
Ranpiikei River meets the nigges RLahinis Raiges. Unique
100Ut (ishing s3A at our deorsiep.

Location, location, {ocation. Neva! River Retreal,
Spa 8ath, Homestead, fisherman's Cottage. Treut
Fishing, Ralting, Tiamping, Spotlight Safaris,
Camp Out's, "Mirt" Goli, Clay 8ird Shooting

TourHosts Truded Stephen

Ph: 06 333 0354,

fax: 063880984

Eemall: lishaway ®xba.co.nz
Web:wwwlara'a.co.ne

* Al standards of
accomodation
from $25 per night

per person

* Self catering facilities
and BBQ areas

* Fire side Bar

* A la Carte Restaurant

* Micro Brewery

* Spa & Souna

» We'll even cook
ﬂdi"m’ your catch!

For bookings: Box 174 Turangi 2751
PH: (07) 386 7492 FAX: (07) 386 0106

Kaunanawa Bistro
LLCEXCED RESTAURANT
o the Kaimanawa Lodge. Tur angt

Delicious food
for hungry fishermen
BOSTS: Jim & Rae Magan
258 ‘Taupahi Road
Phenc 07 386 8709  Ifax @7 386 3768

Maobile 025 955 230
Emall rmagan@acirix.conz

Motuoapa
Motor Camp™

Svuthern End of Lake' laupo

Lake front famity camping in Quiet Bay

Just off State Wivay 1

Boatsamp A marina ctese by
Central 1o world (amous sivers
TongarirQ & Tiweangs - Jaupn
Flshing Liceness! 8oz ramp
peimits
S6 pawered steca
Quicc teneshlcs
tdeal for Maar homus
On slie caciViis for tlee, bring

S

Lisicn for M.

Sdf conteined Cahin
Hollday hesise fac avny
Tiymane it Corava nlces
avaftable

8km 10 Turandi 45tm Tpo
2SminS 1o ski-fiels

Sigp 21id calc - 208 Nieires

Faciliies Includes Kilchen, dining, TV. shewers,
toilels, laundry, fish slears BRO, Fun bikes, ERpee
Your Mesk:: fofic < £ yun (2yfi
Mas302pa Molor Camp; 13 Bk arangarange Stre:(i Moluopd
1enac/Eax: 107) 386 7162

Can’t afford a holiday home?
—What about a permanent site for
your caravan for fishing or holidays.
Quiet peaceful sites §1[1 i T @ G T

* 2 minutes from Motel & Caravan Park

Waitahanui River.
* 2 mins from lake front. SH.1 Waitahanui,

Taupo
I RET S o - (07) 378 6271
Rl - (07) 378 6246
« Rod & wader hire. email:
* Shop.

We also have available: 8 Fully Self Corrtaned Units,

Basic Cabins and Temporary Caravan and Tent Sites

RUAPEHU FISHING
ACCOMMODATION

Whakapapa R. Mangawhero R,
Whanganui Headwaters,
Retaruke R, Ongarue R.

Unicrowded Buhing, In some ¢ 4hn 80t K2ands Hnost
thaCWCOVal Y Hous Hsling waterr, Sad use Maven
Incatad in Rav.wnU, 9% your DgES:

Sccouw web site for de4 s V=N WO 8nd aval'abiFay.
wvew havennetnz

273 Tai_Jpehl Rd
Turangi, New Zealand

Ph: 07 386 5441/

Innevative high quality products.
from the inventors of Czech nymphing

Distributed by: E

&West imports Lid.
s cons

; ‘ ‘ ;f‘
. Slotted Tungsten Ele.aa’s
High Quality Flies / 3

HE\’DS g Bombs

> e
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The vision has been created. The design team at Haines Hunter is
proud to present this superb 6.6m. craft that meets the demand
for mid-size hardtops. ®ur no compromise approach to the design
has achieved functionality with grace and style. The Haines Hunter
SS660 is a new boat, designed and built from scratch. The hull is
a completely new development. The 21 degree deep V that is the
standard for Haines Hunter has been taken to a new level that
provides maximum beam aft {for stability and tishing room)
combined with a totally new approach to the forward sections.
Yhetine entry provides softness in the ride. Add our famous
planing strakes to provide maximum lift for performance and

dryness and we have “the ride" that only Haines
Hunter boats share. The pedigree of this design
exhibits superb, vice free handting without the
need for big horse power. Inside the boat is big,
very big, with huge cockpit space for fishing

or diving and no compromise for family comfort.
The Sports Sedan Hard Top offers protection from the elements
along with a great look. Excellent seated visibility with all driving
& electronics functions at your fingertips. Spend some time and
enjoy-a thorough look at this all new Haines Hunter SS660.

We are very proud of this new machine. It's a beauty.

/\ ~ s
(9 JHAUNES Y ONTEE
THE SECRET IS IN THE RIDE

Haines Hunter NZ Ltd, 80 Cawley Street or ®.O. Box 11015, Ellerslie, Auckland, New Zealand.

Free Phone 0508 HAINES, Phone 098 579 9661, Fax 09 525 0173.
Email sales@haineshunter.co.nz - www.haineshunter.co.nz

et bty temt
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Yamaha's most powerful, most s
advanced 4 stroke outboard.

The F250A's well proven and reliable fuer—inieéted 3.3 litre double B "
overhead camshaft engine features variable camshaft timing,
advanced engine control and single-throttle valve systems.

It develops 250hp at the prop shaft, delivering constant, unrelenting
torque throughout the rev range, better top-end performance, instant
starting, whisper guietness and smooth running.

To top it off, comparative tests have shown the F250A to be the
most advanced and fuel-efficient 250hp, four stroke outboard in
the world today.

View the F250A and New Zealand’s most comprehensive range of
4-stroke outboards at your Yamaha dealer today.

nmcm suw:m!

Visit www.yamaha-motor.co.nz or call 0800 Yamaha
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