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Innovation
- the latest and greatest
in fly rod technology
from Kilwell.

Stronger, lighter, more
responsive and stifl
perfectly balanced
Available in 2, 3 & 4 pee,
weights 5 through 9

Diosondadion  vose 006 50--278m 06

- each rod.
has its ovn cotton
drli bag and fabric
covered exnbroidered
carrying tube

Presentation

- When rod flash
and glare are a
problem and you
and your equipment
need to remain
undetected the
Presentationrange
of rods are for you.
Their precise and
accurate performance

is sure to irnpress
Available in 2, 3, 4 & 5 pce,
welights 4 thiough 9

KIWWELL

FISHING & SHOOTING

EXCELLENCE

: THROUGH

EXPERIENCE

...the secret to a great fly rod lies in the
uncompromising dedication to quality...

[
KILWWELL

ROD CRAFT
NEW ZEALAND

Designing functional rods with features that work,
paying close attention to every last detail and
backing what we make with our personnel guarantee
is the Kilwell Rod Craft seal of quality

... Team up with =
Scientific
Anglers’

reels and flyimes...

New generation AST coated floating fly lines and the
scientifically deweloped WET CEL series of sinking fiylines

The SYSTEM 2L series of flyreels - lighter, smoother and better looking with ol
the tegendary reliability - wceptional quality at a reasonable pric:

t there and doing it!
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THE ART OF

Over the past decade the practice of jigging a lure has become a
very popular way of angling in many fresh and saltwater fisheries
The technique had its gencsis in freshwater angling in Jake Rotoiti
over 40 vears ago. Anglers would tie their boats up to the trees
along the northern cliffs and cast a standard spinning lure into the
depths letting it sink as fur as possible before retrieving The methed
was then known as“snapper fishing™ and has evohred into jigging as
we know it today:

Jigging has proven te be veiy successtul in the Rotorua lakes and is
widely praciised. Yer at Taupo it continually suiprised us how few
people regularly fished this way, especially as those handtul of
anglers who did enjoycd outstanding success on occasions Sure
they kept it quiet bue given that over 80 percent of Taupo angler are
visitors to the area we expeceed these people to bring the technique
with them.

This summer the word finally got out and suddenly large numbers of
anglers on the lake were tryving jigging and finding it worked just as
well as elsewhere. 1n response to all the enquiries, in this article we
describe the basics of how to fig at Taupo und discuss the biological
implications and the legal requirements. [n writing this we
approached Taupo rackle manufacturer Colin Sangster and Turangi
guide Bill Giace who have quictly fished this way for quite some
time. We appreciate how open these two very successful anglers
were in passing on their advice and hard earned experience Other
anglers. in particular Gary Ramlose also contributed cheir experi
ences

The first time we tried the technique was late in the afternoon at
‘Whakaipo Bay Fish afier fish came to the boat in the last hour of
dayvlight and it was two delighted anglers who headed for home.
®ncof uswhoisas dyed in the wool deeptrolling proponentas one
is likely to meet kept muttering something about “this jigging has
got some possibilities". The attiaction wasn'c the catch rate, though
we certainly weren't complaining. it was the opportunity to catch
prime £sh on-very light sporty tackle in almost total peace and quict
while drifting along the cliffs.As managers, the ability of anglers to
fish deeper than current trolling techniques raises some issues
which we wil discuss in more depth later However we are confi
dent that many anglers will welcome the opportunities for an
improved angling experience on the lake especially in late summer
and autumn.

What gear do I need?

ideally your rod should be as light as possible with a fast action. Such
rods are often called jig rods and arc refatively stiff in the butt with
the majority of the bend occurring through the tip third of the
blank. However such an action is not essential if you are compro-
mising with one rod o cover several situations. A purpose built jig
rod is a little bit harsh for downrigging bm with care it is quite
uscable.A much softerdownrigging rod which bends from the butt
to the tip makes it easier to load the rod on the downrigger so that
on a strike the straightening of the rod will take up the slack created
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by the line coming om of the clip and the
hook remain set. 1t is less precise when
jigging than a Jast action rod but again it is
still quite uscable. In fact Colin prefers such a
rod, using a long (2-2.4m) fibreglass rod with
a parabolic action. The key in both instances
is that the rods are very
Jig rods ofien come with a casting or trigger
grip. a small plastic hook opposite the reel
scat which makes it easier to hold and cast
the rod with one hand.

Such light rods are ideally suited for using
with small baitcasting (freespool) reels with
about 150 metres capacity of the linc of your
choice. You may of:en be using quite light
line so the reel needs to have a quality drag
that yields linc smoothly Obviously the
lighter the gear the more fun itis to use but
the increased feel or sensitivity will also
assist your success, Outfits don't come much
lighter than the one in the accompanying
photos which has so fitr proven more thana
match Jor any trout in the lake.

light and sensitive.

There are scveial choices as to what sost of
line you usc. Firstly there is monofilamem,
typically in line weights between three and
six kilograms. Four or five kilogram line is
ideal as it is well suited to the light outfits
uscd but still robust enough to handle the
wear and tear. The finer the line the casier it
will sink and the lighter the weights thatcan
c used to jig with. However finc monofila
mentlines are very elastic and stretch under
tension.This can be both an advitntage and a
disadvanmge. When fighting a fish on a short
length of line this clasticity helps cushion
the fight and avoid sharp jerks However
when fishing in deep water the elastcity is
such that it becomes very hard to feel what is
happening on the bottom or te set the hook.
This can be overcome by using one of the
relatively new braided lines which do not
stretch at all. These lines are very fine, very
strong but also very cxpcnsivm ‘When
spooling even quite a small reel it can take
many metres of braid to fl the spool, most of
which will never be used.A tip is to fill the
bulk of the spool with monofilamem and
finish with 100 metres of 4.5-9kg braid. This
makes using biaid a much less costly option.
Some anglers also add a short length of
monofilament to the lure ¢nd to overcome
the lack of stretch when Sighting fish close to
the boat Braid certainly increases your feel
of what is going on at the bottom and often
allows you to lish a lighter jig. However

much of it's advantage is not realised in jake
Taupo as most jigging does not occur at any
greatdepth. Braid is nice to use but it is not
essential unless you intend 10 jig at depths
greater than 35 to 40 metres.

Suitable rigs

There are a varicty of ways of rigging your
lures which have been proven in Taupa We
are also aware that some rigs ref.ect that
anglers are confused about the regulations
here. In a nutshell you can jig anywhere you
can legally troll.

In a nutshell you can jig anywhere you can
legally troll. There is no weight restriction.
you can use a weight rather than a jig to sink
your line and you can use two hooked lures
or flics (but not more). Bc aware that jigging
is not permitted 1n fiy only waters eg within
300 metees of most stream mouths

Jigging as practised in Taupo involves using a

jig (Jure) or weight on the end of the line
with onc or two flics suspended above from

kg

= =0

~ 20cm Bkg

\501:»1 4kg

( ~ 50cm 4kg

»
30-60¢ siniker



droppers. If you use a jig with a hook
attached then you may onfy use one other
fly; if you use a sinker or other weight or a jig
without a hook then you can use two flies.
The basic rigsare shown in figure 1.

I'he idea is to use as light (small) a jig as
possible while sti:l retaining positive contact
with the bottom. Small jigs are more effective
on trout than larger ones. However if you'rc
not sure when youhave reached the bottom
or are having to feeespool karge amounts of
line to get to the bottom then it is necessary
to change to a heavier jig The amount of
weight you use will vary depending on how
fast the boat is drifting, the
depth of the water and the
We
technique

gear you are using. Some have
anglers using braided lines go
as.lightas 13 gramjigs though
18 and 25 giam lures are more
commonly used. Jigs tend to
be very similac in shape as
they need to be heavier acthe
tail end so that they sink tail
fiest, If they fall head fiest the teailing hook
tends to tangle around the line. Favoured
colours include green and gold, red. silver or

this is

grey. Remember that at Taupo any lure may
have only one hook and that teeble hooks are
not permitted

When using a sinker tather than ajig it is less
critical that you usc the smallest weight
possible. Ideal weights are tear drop-shaped
sinkers of ¥, 1 and 2 ounces (14, 28 and 36
grams) These sinkers ceme with a loop at
one end 1o attach 1o the line. If you use a
sinker such as a ball sinker where you have
10 pass the line through the middle of the
weightbe aware that the continual bouncing
of the weight on the bottom will abrade
through the line unless you use a length of
heavier monofilamem or wire Some anglers,
including Bill Giace,use a jig without a hook
which acts as an attractor but reduces the
risk of losing the jig on theboulom

Jigs orsinkers? Colin and Gary favourjigs on
which they catch a significant number of
their fish. Colin's view is that the fluntering

fall of the jig imparts more motion to the fly
above it. Bill prefersa jig withouta hook and
onc fly while John and Glenn use a sinker
and two flies. Up to you.

Even when using a hooked jig the majority of
fish are caught on the fly.This is attached to a
short dropper approximatcly 150 to 200mm
long tied 0-5 to 1 metre above the jig or

clsewhere as jigpling

rather than jigeing and

description.

weight. Atip originally from the Rotorui ac
is 1@ tic the dropper out of monofilament
twice as heavy as the trace so that the fly
hangs out away from the line. Another
option is to use a three way swivel. The trace
should be approximately four or five kilo
gram monofilament with both braid and
monomainline.

When using a jig the fly is ncady always a
smelt imitation but the actual patteen does
notappear too critical. When using two flies
2 good combination is 2 smelt imitation and a
booby:The booby scems to ¢l icit most of the
strikes but interestingly using two beabies
appears less cffective than
using  onc another
patteen. A white booby is a
reliable stacting fly but as clse-
where some quite cadical
colours can also have their
moments. The bottom fly
should be approximately 0.5
metre above the weight and
the top fly 0.5 metres higher
again. Another choice which doesa'tappear
to have been well explored is to use a soft
rubberlure in place of one of the fies These
lures, pacticularly the “Mr Twister™ pattern
had abrief flurry of popularity for trolling at
‘faupo'some 15 10 18 years.ago.

and
sven  the
escrihed

very apt

Hew te fish a jig

Jigging for trout is much more subtle than
semc of the jigging techniques used in salt-
water, There is no high speed retrieve or big
lifting and dropping of the rod tip required.
We have seen the technique described clse-
ling rather than and this
is 2 very aptdescription.Al) that is aecessars

where as jigg! jiggi
is tohave the jigbouncingand scufting along
the sand using a relaxed wrist action o lift it
just off the bottom and let it flutter back
again. Depending on your rod and line itmay
involve lifting the tiponly 50 or so centime-
tres and back every few scoends so that the
jig never stops moving. However if the rod
action is very soft, the water deep and the
line has a lot of steetch then the movement
may need to be more extensive to achieve
the same movement in the fig

Fishing the jig involves freespooling the luce
to the bottom. Once it hits the bottom clamp
your thumb down on the spool and lift as
described. Every few drops lift your thumb
and check that the jig is still bouncing on the



Just you and a IP/S lb
hog brown... be sure it’s
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www.SAGEflyfish.com
“The favoured rod of the New Zealand Professional Fishing Guides Association”
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Jigging for trout is subtle
in comparisen e jigging
in sait water, The rod lip
is tifted enly balf a metre
o so

bottom by detting ow line until che bottom is
felt. ®@nce the angte of your line is streaming
out away from the boat past about 45
degrecswind up and repeat. Most strikes will
come as a definite bump/s or tightening of
your line while you are jiggling it. However
sometimes things just don't feel quite right.
For example you lift bur don't feel any
weight in which casc clamp <down on the
spool and give the rod an additional lift in
case a fish is mouthing the lurc Similarly the
strike can occur as you are letting line out,
often signalled by the linc specding up. If
you are not surc clamp down on the spool
and give a short strike - if no lish is there
nothing is lost but you may be pleasantly
surptised.Jf you do heok a lish it is then a
case of quickly putting the reel in gear This
may involve having to lift the rod at the same
time to kcep the line tight until you can
wind.

An importam exception to this way of
striking is if you arc fishing at depth with
monofilamem. lv this case there so much
stretch in the line that striking has litde
effect. Instead you are much better not to
strike but to simply wind f.at out until the
line comes tight

A common trait of hooked troutis to gquickly
come to the surface, even when hooked at
depths of 38 to ¢0 mctres. This may occur sO
Jast that the angler can’t leel any weight on
the line and stops winding thinking the fish
has been lost, at which point the fish does
fall off Keep winding flat out until the line
comes tight or ¥ou can sec the lure, Trout

fight very well on light tackle so be patient
and enjoy the battle. A big advantage of such
ight gear is that young childrcn can manage
the rod much more casily than a lead line or
the like.

When and where 10 go.

There are two common ways of jigging at
Taupo - from drifting or from anchored
boats, It is simpler from an anchored boat
but consistent depends on
anchoring over a school of fish or in a loca-

SUCCEess

tion trout pass through regularlyzAnchoring
comcs into its own though when it is t00
windy ro drift successfully; if the fish are
concentrated into a very small area: or if
fshing intoa gap in the weed beds.

Effcctive use of a quality sounder, especiily
when deep trolling is a good way to locate
concentrations of lish to drift and jig 10. The
main influence on the drift of your boat is
the wind. Current is rarely an issue in Lake
Taupo though if you dive in the lake you will
realise it is often much more substantial tham
one would imagine Therefore once you have
decided on the arca you want to fish it is a
matter of running upwind and cutiing the
motor Itis of :en not quitce as straightforward
though as itscemsThe wind direction often
eddies around in response to ncarby cliffs
and guilies and many boats tcnd not 10 drift
directty downwind depending on how the
brecze catches the hull and superstructure
Similacly lightweight aluminium hulls catch
the wind much morce readily than heavier
wooden and fibregiass huils sitting deeper in



the water If the wind is too strong and you
drift r@e fast you willlind it difficult to main-
rain contact with the bottom. Either wait for
anothcer day, anchor or try a sea anchor This
very useful accessory is much
like a wind sock which when

with downriggers and Icadlincs was very
steady It ;s difficult to imagine the fish
suddenly hecome less reeeptive to taking jigs
especially when they are aking trolled lures
very readily. So why docs
jigging gct much harder in

strung over thesside slowsthe The Kkey is thereforc winter?

drift depending on how getting your lures in We have a theory for what itis
much watcer it catches and front of a trout in the ‘worth that the way jigging
the size of the hole that the lirse place. presents the lures and flics to

water must flow through.

Betvveen January to late Aprl,
jigging is much morc effcctive than at other
times although good results can be had as
early as September The accompanying
photos were taken in carly July on a day
when the jigging proved hard yet trolting

a troutis very effectiveat elic
iting a strikc atany time of the
year. [n other words if you put your luresin
frent of a trout it is likely to take them.The
key is therefore getting your lures in front of
a trout in the lirst place.At any time of the
year tront tend to sit closc to the hottom so

WE DELIVER FREE NATIONWIDE

For ever 100 years we've been outlitting New Zealand anglers
with the finest tackle from areund the globc - Sage, Simms, Hardy,
Kilwell, Scicatific Anglcrs. Lamsen, Teeny, Umpqua and mere.

Outdoors

So whether you're just staring eut er an old hand come inand sce Established 1889

us Jor tackle and advice that's sccend te nene.

Queen St, Auckland Ph 09 379 0254  Broadway, Palmerston North Ph 06 358 6377  Willis St, Wellington Ph 04 472 0485

9

service@fisdalls.co.nz
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Table L:Averege montidy
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Jfrom “New: Zealand
Lakes”. editers VH fefly
and [MA Brewn.
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when the fish are concentrated around a
patticular depth then itis ofwen possible to
locate large numbers within a confined arca
and present your {ig or flics to numerous

why deep trolling with dewariggers or wire
lines which can fish at 30 metres depth is
nich more successful than other, shaflow
teolling methods at this time. As autumn

Month
| December
Jan ar (33
February
March
April
May
June

Aveiage Thennodline Depth (metres)
2528
3236
33-35
3235
3840
4246
50-55

fish. Under these circumstances jigging will
draw numerous strikes often out-fishing
neacby anglers who are deep trolling
However when the fishare spread out both
all along and up and down the drop-eff then
only a few fish arc likely to encounter a lur:
jigging up and down in one place. [n this
case trolling is much more effective simply
because the lures cover much more water
andso more trow stumble across them.

The distribution of trout in the water is
linked to physical changes within the {ake.
‘1ypically the surface waters
begin to warm in September

October bm it is not until The keywhen jigging is
December that stable stratifica to concentrate  your

cfforts
depths of the thermo- Eet’s

ton occurs (a lyer of warmer
surface water lying over and
not mixing with the cooler cling.
bottom waters). The tempera-
wre transition between the
o laycrs is very defined and is called the
thermocline. [n December the thermocline
is pechaps 25 metres deep but as the
summer progresses the thermocline s
pushed deeper until it is around 35 te 40
metres in April. As the suiface waters begin
10 cool again in late avtumn the density
diffierence between the surfice and bottom
waters decreases and strong winds are able
to push the thermoclinc even deeper By
June it is 50 to 35 metres deep and by the
end of wimer the whole lake is fuly mixed
again.

These zenes of different temperitur: have a
marked effcct on trout discr: bmion. [n late
summer the surface temperatures ceach a
maximum of around 20 degrees Celsius
which the trout tend 10 actively avoid.
Insstead they concentrate around the thermo-
cline in part at least because this is where
their food, the smek, also congregate. I"hat is

around  the

progresses the thermocline drops even
further down where itis out ofreach and the
fishing characteristically goes through a very
difficultspell. However with the onset of the
first frosts the surfuce waters cool and once
again become more atteactive to the trout
cven though the thermocline may still
weakly exist many metres below. Suddenly
one depth is no more favoured by the trom
or their food than another and lcadlines
fishing at 10 metres arc just as successiul as
downriggers at 30 metres

‘The key when jigging is 10
cffort
around the depth of the
thermocline as shown in
table [

concentiate your

follow a scason
through. In ecarly spring
when the lake is still mixed
smelt move onto the sandy
shallow arecas to spawn and many trout
follow them in under the cover of darkness.
Drifring across the deeper shallows in seven
to 10 meires of water in the eary, morning
can be effective before the fish move back
over the drop-off Any shallower and success
appears to decline, pechaps due to the pres
ence of the boat. One disadvantage is that
these shallows may have aceas of fine fila-
menious algae and weed which quickly
covers the jig. instead, use a weight and two
flies and if necessmy lengthen the distance
between the weight and bottom fly or
prospect for gaps in the weed. Some of these
shallows are extensive and a useful approach
«m be to harl a fly until a group of fish are
located and then start jigging. Obvious
surfice activity can also be an indication of
lots of fiish close 10 the bottom. This also
applies even in much deeper water.

Once the day brightens mosi trout rctire



One of the atiractions of jigging & fighting
thre fish on light 1ackle The bend of this
red beld by folm Gibbs s imore character-

istfc of a down rigging rod tban [najiese

fig rod

over the shelf though many remain within
the top 10 to 20 metres which is why all
trolling mcthods are cqually productive
through this period The fish are more spread
out than later in the summer but this is in
paitcompensated by the fact that a new year
class is available and numbers of legal sized
fish arc au their highest jor the year In carly
spring 15 metres is a proven depth 10 rarget,
incteasing to 20 to 25 metres with the devetl
opment of stiatilication in December,

As we have mentioned jigging comesinto it’s
own in bte summer and autumn when the
key is to target depths between 30 and 40
metres. By May the trout are starting to
spread out again and i
and will ce
‘I'his dispersal coincides with the mature fish

gets much harder
in 50 until the following spring.

making their spawning migration into the
rivers which further reduces the numbers
available. Many anglers revert to flyfishing at
the river mouths or to trolling during tiys
period. lowever if you want to keep jigging
there is no key depth but look fer structures
which trout and their prey are likely to dwell
around.for example underwater reefs. It is a




period when some wind is preferable to
nonc at all so as much ground as possible can
be covered. Some anglers have tried figging
at antch greater depths with limited success.
Itis morc difficult and again the challenge is
finding concentiations of fish.

®nce we have decided on what water depth
to target where do we go? There are some
arcas around Lake ‘Taupo, particularly at the
southern end, where reasonable drifts across
flat arcas of suitablc depth are possible but
generally the lake bed shelves steeply down.
Itisacasc of trying to drift along the drop-off
or making a series of short drifts preferably
from decper ro shallower water These
steeply shelving sites are not necessarily a
disadvantage as it appears from the experi-
ences of Colin, Bilt and others that it may be
casicr to locate fish in these areas thanr over
flat areas @fien trout are only occupying a
small site within a large flat acea whereas it

fellows that if fish arc

and lots of success Bill, who fiishes nearly
every day through sunumer, linds the fish are
often in one place for a couple of days but
then will move slightly. As soon as the fishing
goes off he starts to drif: and so cover more
water until he relocates the school. In this
way he can follow the fish but fer the rest of
us who only go out cvery now and again we
just have to take our chances.

We arc asvare of successful spots all around
the lake which anglershave found the hard
way and which we don’t intend o name.
However mest are obvious places to try if
you follow the advice above andyou should
soon have a few spots of your own A GPS is
ideal for recording and stosing favoured loca-
tions for later visits

The downside of jigging

Jn many way's jigging appears to be a positive
development in the'laupo lishery, It enabics
anglers to catch fish with

actively king a partic el sty & ey
ular depth there will be K
e . but without the expense
pa T su‘unbk; opluzns ST THGLG (i) o (e of downriggers at a time
much cavir to covor o [[EURNAURNRTRNNOINRN o <o T 7k
ringe of depths in the cateh fish in late summer and ’C.illl)'s‘trugglc(orsucccss
course of a drift along the auwmn when previously they R i
E 1 ' : 4 arc also much more
drop-off until the right caught relatively few  using

depth is found. leadlines and the like.

Locating suitablc spots is
a case of trial and error
but  underwater  reefs,
promincent points which fish must swim
around from onc bay to another, deeper
holes or clearings among.st weed beds and
where the drop-off forms semi-enclosed bays
are good stasting points. Where water depths
allow . the rivermouths canalsobe good lecu-
tions but plcase remember you must stay
300 mctres off the mouth. This restriction is
to give fly lishers a fiir go and applics feom
the mouth of the river, not the white. yellow
and black poles which simply mark the
general location of the mouths Many suit-
able jigging arcas can be readily identiticd on
a bathymectric map, which shows under-
water contours, and located using an
cchosoundcr If trout are present jigging
tends to work immcediatcly so if success
doesn't come within a quarter to half an
hour then it is probably best w0 try else-
where, Many productive spots are very small
and somctimes moving just 50 metres can
make the difference bewween a blank day

casily managed Dby chit
dren. However  the
mcthod also Dbrings a
downside. Potentially the
harvest of wrout could be
significantly incrcased for two reasons.
Firstly, angletscan fish to greater depths than
possible by trolling. ‘they could there fere
exploit that componcent of the trout popula-
tion which was previously out of reach. In
reality though it appears that jigging is most
successful at comparable depths to those
reached by deep trolling mcthods. As a
conscquence we don’t believe that this
aspectis a major cause for concern.

Perhaps more criticat is that jigging allows a
whole new group of anglers to consistently’
catch lish in late sunuaier and autumn when
previously they caught relatively few using
icadlincs and the like This is a busy period
on the jake and potentiaily the harvest by
this group couid be many thousands of f.sh.
Jigging at 30 or 40 mctees, like other deep
lishing avethods, catches a greater propor
tion of young maiden troutr. some of which
will be less than the legal s
be released. )f cach and release is not

limit and must




Ideally undersized fish
should be refeased
without touching the
Sish. Fishery Manager
Jobn Gibbs demonstrates
evcellent technigue




correctly practiscd some of these fish may
also die, effectively increasing the harvest
Current regulations arc set to ensure suffi-
cient fish survive in years of low productivity
o cnsure successfial winter angling and
spawning An additional significant harvest
would nced to be factored into calculations
to ensure the sustainability of the fishery was
not threatened. This aspect is something we
will monitor closely as jigging develops and
if necessary may require some rcgulation
changes further downthe line.

It is fair to say that we have had a lot of very
positive comymen about jigging and very

This is a valid concern and itis essential that
the trout resource is shared fairly betveen
river and lake anglers. How lake anglers
choose to utilise their share though is largely
up to them. If concerns arise over an
increased harvestin the lake and we need to
fusther regulate to reduce the catch it will be
forlakeanglers to decide what is an accept
able approach.

For much of the ycar jigging doesn set the
world on fire. However in late summer and
autumn when ypically the fishing gets hard
for most of us it does offer some very real
opportunitics If the idea appeals give ita go.

little adverse comment from lake anglers
which indicates to us thar they are comfort
able with this development. However some
rixer anglers are opposed. fearing the effect
on the stocks of fish left to run the nvers.

With specirit thanks 1o Colin Sangster and
Bitt Gvace for freely sbaving their bard
carned experiences

TEE T

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM...

Cortiand puts you where the fish are.

Flouting Fij Line
(444 Laser Line)

* Peter Gordon

- Owner of the Stol

- Te Rangi Ita

Intermediate
(4445L Glrast 1ip Iras an imdermediate bip)

Sink Tip
(4445L) LAND
LINE 34451
4 This line is perfect Tau|
(444SL Quick Bescent) nymph fishing IIF:: it's ong

Belly and high floating properties
make this line a dream to mend.
Casting is also assisted by its low
memory and slick coating. This line is stiffer
than others on the market, which aids distance
casting greatly.

TIP FROM PETE
Be careful with lines in frosty conditions,

f-'nﬂ Sinking
Density Compensated:
(4445L Steady Sink) =

CORTLAND

Sponsors of the NZ Fiy Fishing Teamn

remember your fly line is made from PVC and
warmer conditions retain its stretchability.
frosty conditions can
hundreds of ring cracks in your new

See ysur Jocal Cenland pro shop fer all the
latesi infferntation on Cortland fly lincs

Pulling lines off a snag in
resul
line. Give it heaps!

16




The gate on
Blake Road

NGO ACCESS

PRIVATE
" PROPERT Y

Waitahanui River Access

In late April a gate was erected across Blake
Road at Waitahanui stopping access along
the road from just above the Totara bridge.
The department has received numerous calls
and letters from anglers and thc general
public concerned at the loss of access along
the remamdce of the road to the Limit Pool
on the Waitahanui River.

It was obyious from these calls that there isa

great deal of misunderstanding about access
rights and privileges on Taupe rivers.

Blake Road starts at SH1 as a public road, At
the end of the public road it then passes
through a short scction of private land
before entering a scenic reserve and then, for
the last three or four Kilometres, is Maori
land managed as part of the Lake Taupo
Forest. There is no right of public vehicular
access over the sections crossing private
land. The road’s use in the past has always
been by grace and favour of the landowners.
As with any private land the owners can
choose whether or not to allow people to
usc it and in this case a decision has been
made to close the dccess.

Although there is no longer vehicle access to
the end of Blake Road, there is still legally-

protected foot access for licensed anglers
within 20 metres of both banks of the
Waitahanui River from its mouth to its
source, regardless of land ownership, This is
part of the agreement between the Crown
and Ngati Tuwharetoa ratified in the 1926
Maori Land Amendment and Maori Land
Claims Adjustment Act which provides for
general public access to and use of Lake
Taupo, and for foot access for anglers to
specified sections of the tributary rivers.
The riverbank rights of way ace different
feom what is conumonly known as the
Qucen’s Chaim i othe e purts of the country
in thu the Taupo ROWSs don’t change the
underlying titic of the land. It still remains m
private.mostly Maors, osvnership and anglers
using these accesses should be aware of this
and respect the limd accom’mgi'y

Becarse of the proximity of the Waitahanui
Riveradjacent to the Blikc Road gute-there is
insufficient room to realign the road outside
the privatc land. Fowcevera walking track is
being fermed to previde for centmuous foot
access for anglers along the left hank to the
Pig Pool bridge and bevond.




Tenguriro
National Trout
Centre Socicty

ByBob Sowud

INTCS exvcadire f rom et
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Robertson, Grabern
Whymean, Cherr) fewitt,
Pearl Green. Scott fee.
Rob Sonuth and jobhn
Gibbs Abscwr tddic
Tonks

Tongariro National Trout Centre
Society Underway

More than $250,000 is being raised by the newTongarniro National Trout Centre Socicty (Inc) to
upgiade the old hatchery facility south of Twiangi and further enhance its advocacy role and
repuknion as @ major ourist attraction .

A nesy commitiee was clected at the Society’s immgural meeting in late April, effectively trans-
forming the previous, Trout Centre Trust, svhich over the years contributed ncarly $280.000 to
the Tongariro National Trout Centee (TNTC). into an incorporated society. Since then, the
Seciety has formalised plans to purchase the Department of Conservation's obselere workshop
within theTN1'C and turn itinto an advocacy centrc,complete svith an auditorium and intee
pretative disphy area at an estinined cost of $258,456.

The Socicty currently has funds of 2.pproximately $77,000, inherited from the Trust, This money,
plus $70-000 pledgtd by DOC to the Society.a confitmed $30,000 from the Tourist Facilities
Giant Preg@mmec,and praspects of further support fcom the Loueries Grants Geard. will ¢nable
the renovation project to go ahead, hopefully before the ¢nd of the year,

The Sacicty’s committee compriscs.

John Milner (chairnan)

ili Colston (tieasurer)

Chercy Iewitt (secretay)

Graham Whyman

Scou Lee

Brent Pirie

Graham Hamilton

Bruce Robertson

Rob South

Eddic Tonks

Paul Green (DOC Conserrvator)

John Cibbs (DOC Ar=u Manager Fishcrics)




Contact
Mandi at
DOC Turangi
to book for

the Childrens
Fishing Day
on August 12.

The establislurent of the advocacy centre and auditoriuo is the first of seveial stages of devel-
opment Future projects earmacked for attention include the reconstruction of one of the old
hatchery camp huts and smoke house, plus the employment of an advocacy centre educational
officer

“The Society is also committed to increasing tlic number of visitors to the TNTC.  Currenty
around 50,000 people visit the facility annually With the erection of prominent State Highway
1 road signage, and the upgrading of the old workshop, the Society hopes o treble visitor
numbers within a few years.Already the demand to visit the’INT C is.escalating In June,more
than 120 children took advantage of one of the regular Children’s Fishing Days now run by the
Society The 8 July Children’s Fishing Day was fully booked (180 children) by Wednesday 4 july,
while two busloads of school children now visit the Trout Cemre each week dufing the school
yeat.Another Children's Fishing Day is scheduled for 12 August.

The Society’s priorities hcyond the development of the advocacy centre and auditorium
include $;iecuring extensive sponsorship for the ongoing maintenance aad future upgrading of
theTNTC, as wellas creaung a solid membership base.An elaborite fundriising stritegy forthe
‘fongarirey National Trout Centre Society is currently being put in place and a concerted
membership drive is also underway. }o date the response has been cncouraging Anglers, resi-
dents.or visitors 1o Turengi interesied inseeing theTNTC developed, promoted and maimained
1 imernatjionally high stanndardsare invited to become Society members.A small $S fee secures
membership and will go some way towards ensuring the ongoing success of this valued educa-
tionil and tourist amenity

Undates of the Socicty's progress in promoting the TNTC will appear in Turget Zeutpo as well as
in regular newsleuers distributed 10 members.

To join the Tongariro
National Trout Centre Society
please send your $5 to

Bill Colston,

106 Taupehi Rd,
Turangi.



2001 Sika Competition

1} point Stka shet by
Logan frew fuly 2000.
Photografrb Vern Pearson

Bruce Lancaster's

e gnnficent 18 potnt Ree
Stag. Pbotographb vern
Pearson

On Sunday L7 June the eighth
annual [{unters & Ilabitats Sika
Competition wvas held at the Great
Lake Centre in Taupo. While the
number of heads entered this year
was a little down, the quality was as
high as ever and a good crowd
enjoyed some excelleat trade
displays while viewing a wide range
of game trophies from around New
Zcaland. The red deer trophies in
particular  were outstanding this
year. with a number of Cast Coast
heads rivalling some of the best
ever taken in New Zealand's
hunting history:

The winning sika head was a five
and a half year old Ll pointer from
the Oamaru area which scored 209
Douglas Score Points. This animal
was shot by local hunter Logan
Frew in July lasc year and was appar-
ently his first mature smg! Second
was a classic 8 pointer taken on
Poronui Station by John Erceg,
scoring just over 187 Douglas Score
Points which also ok out the
coveted “Jim Marshall Memorial
Trophy" fer Judges' Choice. [n all,
ninc sika heads scoring over 170
Douglas Score Points were entered
into the New Zealand Deerstalkers®
Association (NZDA) record book.

Guest speakers included Garry
Oumann from Safari  Club
International (SCI) who spoke
abeut the future of hunting in New
Zealand, game management and
SCP’s new initiatives to have both
the value of game animals and the
social/economic benefits of hunting
better recognised at a political level.

We  congratulate  Hunters &
Habitats, the NZDA, trades people
and sponsors on yet another great
show.



2001 Sika Compctition Winnce:

Sika Beer Section Prize Winner Score
Highest Dougliss Score Headmount by $ika Country Taxidermy / Stevewhecler Knifc  Logan Frew 209 1/2
2nd Nikko Diamond 3x9-44 Scope Jjohn Eczeg 1877/8
3rd Stoncy Creek Jacket Andecse Philpot 185 1/4
4th “Stoney Creek Blaze Vest/I'orch, Stoney Creek Bag™ Crig Milne 184

Sth “Stoncy Creek Blaze Vest, Tecch, Stoncy Creek Bag” Rhert Clarke 1793/8
6th “Stoncy Creck Blaze Vest Headlamp, Gun Bag® Warn:n Martin 179

“th “Sleney Creek Blaze Vest,Compass.Gun Bag" \Vinstone McNae 172578
8th ~Headlamp, Blaze Cap.Gun Bag® Brian Cornish 1717/8
9t Geafl Besthers Video. tieadlamp, Compass™ Steve Palmer 171
10th “Graf Brothers Vidco,Headlantp” Michac)Thomas 1617/8
MoSt Hind jaws 13s¢o Scope M Cadogen 8ijaws
Most Unusual Head SLi70 Spothght Kurt Kostvrko

Avernge Douglas Score Lakeland Helicoprers Fiight Criig Osboroe

Judges’ Choice Jim Marshall Trophy) Aic Chaeter Taupo John Erceg

Random cntry in Sika Scction Aruri Heliicopters - Chantois Hunt Michacl Thomas

Random catey in all seciions “Geal Brothers Video, Ieidceiter’s Tanning Kit" Tom leanon

Random cnrryin al scctions Helisikar Flight Steve Brooke

Non-Sika $pecics Secuion

Josh-BridgmanTmphy (Best Show Head) Nikko Diamond 1.56 %20 Scobe Bruce [ancaster 397 3/8
Judges' Choice (Red Deer) Wheeler Knite Bruce Lancaster 397 /8
Judges' Cioice (Fallow Deer) tuntech Clothing Scou Vactianen

One of the perks of
being a full time
profe:
guide

“ ey out all of the best
fishing gear. ()m: i

one that I love to
myself - the bagr
590-3. I © :

rod i
tile ennugh to !mrm’fe
any fishing situation
in the
South I
= has
and. tinte again,
love the power am.f-
“ accuracy that m

¢ — Peter Carty

“flyfish

he favoured rod of the New Zealand
Pro mal Fishir c
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Hemi Kingi

Hemi Kingi, Tongarico“aupo Conservancy's
Kaupapa Awwlai Manager. passed away
suddenly on 9 AprilThe news of Hemi's deuth
devastated all who knew hiny'Fhe day before he
had flown back irom Ulucu Kata Tjwa (Ayers
Rock) National Park in Austmtia where he had
spent four days at the inviation of aberiginal
leaders advising on indigenous land issues
Hemii's role in the consersancy was to develop
and maintin cetationships between DOC and
iwi. In this regard he played a vital role
supporting the management of the ‘Jhupo
fishcry, both as a DOC manager and kwerly asa
member of the Tuwharctoa Maori Teust Board,
Another challenge was Lo increase staff unde s
sanding of tikanga Maoii.

Hemi rose to the challenge and worked tire
lesshy o build more and more biidges. Recently
the bridge building extended beyond New
Zcaland in his role as aWorld Heritage Site dele-
gae at conferences and workshops in Fiji and
Austsalia.

Hemi's love of rugby extended all the way to
Ellis I’ack where he shared the siands with some
of rite geeats of South African Rughy and even
met Nelson Mandela. The reason for the Sourh
African trip, © meet his elde st son’s puespe ¢
tive bride. was 1o have culminaed in their
wedding only twuo weeks after his death.
His great knowledge and understanding
of the past and his abiliry toshare this
with others was a rel strength and
played a2 major role in his World
Heritage Site wosk.

Hemi started work as a
plumber but s love of :m
intellectual challenge led
him to Wellington where

he served as a policy
advisor for various gover-
ment departments.
FFollowing a heart attack
approximately ¢ight y-¢ars ago
he retuined to his beloved
Ngati Tuwharetoa rohe and
accepeed a call from the mre
Sir Hepi Te Heuheu that he
should become the Kaupapa
Awwhai  Manager for the
‘l'ongarire-Taupo conscrvancy.

In the six years he was with us
Remi struggled with his hesalth but
never let it reduce the amount of

work he took on cither for DOC or for his iwi.

Hemi influenced many of us with his knowl-
edge. values, friendship, fun and visionAs pan
of the Deputtment’s Pukenga Atawhai training
progmmme Flemi skilfully interwove his
profound knowtedge of the Tieaty of Waitangi
aswell as his giasp of the scriptures.into a clas:
sically simple ¢xplanation of the rwo Treaty of

angi scripts, one in English, the other in
Maori. His definitions of the principles of the
‘Teeinyr of Waitangi for inclusion in the conser

vanoy's Conscvation Management Stritegy are
so defining that it 5 Ikely they will be used in
other plans as well.

Hewill be g ready missed by all of us.
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Agreement over Poutu
Drum Gate Tests

The Poutu drum gate is partuf Poutu Dam at
the eastern end of Lakc Roloairu. Opening
the gate is an emergency action to discharge
water down the Poutu stream should the
walter level in Lake Rotoaira reach such a
levelthat itthreatens the integeity of the dam
steucture. To date the gate has never had to
be used in this way but it is now a require-
ment of the insurces of the structure that
every vear the operators Genesis Power
Limited test the opening of the gates

Initially it was propused to fully open the
gates over a periud of sevecal huurs which
would release a flow of approximately 70
cumecsdown the Poutu sweam: While appre~
eiating that Genesis needed to be confident

that the gates would work in an emergency
we hitd grave conceens over the effects on
the fishery of such a fluw passing down the
Poutu stream which normally flows ac
approximately 1.3 cumecs

Previvusly in 1991 the gates had been tested
following the installation of hydraulic rams.
The gates were lowered so as Lo relcase
flows up to 34 cumecs and the downstream
effects of these fiows mcasured However no
fisheries data was collected at this time. In
April 2000 the test was repeated with a flow
of 24 cumecs and a fisheries assessincnt
undertaken involving both electric fishing
and drift diving the lower Bouru stream. The
test was programmed to occur during the
middle of the night but enfortunately the
‘lTongitrico was still discolourcd the next
morning much to the consternation uf some
anglers.

These two lests suggested that the effect of
these Mows on the bank and bed stability of
the Poutu stream was acceptable and that




the flows acwually encomaged adult to run
into the steeam from the Tongariro river.
Howeveritis likely thatthe flows impact on
the juvenile trout present and that these
impacts may extend to the main stem of the
Tongariro Forcxampic the capid flucuation
in flow which more than doubles in the
‘'ongariro and then falis back again may
strand the young trout living along theriver
cdge

Accepting that the testsdo have to occur we
asked if they couvld be undettaken berween
April and Junc before the main spawning
occurs in the Poutu steecam We also asked
that they be timed 10 coincide with a natural
flood in the Tongarsire so that the impacl in
the ‘lengariro was negligible. Genesis who
have been working closely with us to
minimise the environmental effects of the
gatc tests agreed to teial this approach and

on the 25 May undertook this year's test 10
coincide with a flood in the Tongariro. With
the siver high and in flood the additional
flow was not noticed by anglers nor had any
cffect over and above that.of the flood itself.
Both Genesis and oursclvesare comforable
with the result and have agreed the
following conditions are appropriate 0 be
included In the resource consent required
for the ongomg annual tests.

That the:

® flow released be no more than 34 cumecs
@ testoccur beaween J Apriland 31July and

coincide wirth a flood in the Tongariro
Rivee

@ (51 progeam occurs belween the hours of
2400 and 0500.

@ Department of Conservation. Environ
mené Waikato and the public arc norified
prior to the (cst.
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Kneepads fitted. Cellphone pouch.

Repair service to waders
* Damaged gumboow replaced.

PVC precessing aprens, and other items.

nMade in New Zeatand by

. PROGUARD INDUSTRIES (ronulyTongitisn five  Systers)
P® Bex 48 Maungaturole

WADERS
QUALITY MADE

* All sizes ®* Made to measure service
® For adults & children ® Mail order

Products available include waist or chest length waders.

* Neoprene - a.dense clesed cell waterproof neoprene rubber material
with a jensey knitouter lager bonded to both sides to provide excel-
lent thermal qualities. Scams are sealed and taped for
extra steength. Design improvanent to.crutch area.

® Waders bonded on to quality NZ made gumbeoots
Options include: Gumbeats with steel r¢-inferced sole
plate and 10¢ cap for rock work and oyster farming

® Enquirics welcome for custom-made jackets carrybags,

Call 0800 14WADERS (0500 149233)

Optional
Buill-in
cellphene

pouch
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by Cam Speeds:

Camn coordinaies arimal
pest etud threatened
specres manegement fior
the Tongariyo¥ anpo
Conservancy.. Cam and
bisteam aiso-oversee
weed manqgement and
babiteit monitoring

1080 pellels FPholosgrafs
DOC fhroto by,
Wellingron
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1080 - Environmental Friend or

Toxic Foe?

This winter large arecis of conservation
tand are being treated in the central North
Islecul 1wlih {030 poisoned baiis to contrel
[rossens These operations have generdted
amech debate about this wnethod of pest
comtrol Letters and phone calls frem the
public. together witly a srmber of personal
delegations to focul BOC offices, bave
roiced strong oppositionT'he level of pubtic
interest bas prempied nus lo publisti the
Jotlowing article whicly discusses his
controversial mancagement tool

Ask any hunter or dog owner what they
think of 1080 and you will probably get a
heated, negative response. 1080  Kills
mammals very-effectively - especially dogs!

Its propertics as a pesticide have been
utilised in New Zealand for neaely 50 years
now with geneclly effective results in terms
of short and medium term reductions in
rabbit. possum and rat populations. 3ut 1080

has also killed many good dogs, decr stock
and a varicty of birds during that time, gence
ating much opposition to its use.The debate
over 1080 use has been vigorous, often
emotional, facts have been misrepresented
and still today there is much disagreement
and misunderstanding about both the toxin
and its use a5 a pesticide. Much of the fear
about 1080 is very genuine; many New
Zealandets are not comfortable with the
large-scale use of toxins no matier how safe
they are claimed to be. The deaths of loved

dogs. cherished game animals and mative
wildlife doesn't help the issue.

What fellows is my own perspective of 1080
as a wildlife biologist. This is not my only
peispective for I am a keen hunter. a wildlife
centhusiastand a dog owner.butitis the biot
ogists'perspective 1 see as being most impor
tant because wildlife management in New
Zcaland is in urgent crisis. 1 belteve that



without 1080 and in the absence of alierna-
tive technologics. the wildlife | treasure and
the unique New Zcaland environment in
which that wildlife lives have a very tenuous
future indeed. That wildlife includes those
highly contentious "valued inroduced
species” such as deer, as well as the many
very special and ancient species native o
this land.

What is 1080?

1t is useful to lirst look at the toxin itselt
1080 is the laborutory number given to a
compound known as sodium monofluoroa ¢
ctate. It iy a deceptively simple, naturally
occurring plant toxin found at toxic levels in
over40 plant specis on at least three conti-
nents. Deception is in fact the key to its
ativ-e propenties as a pesticide. Animal cells
are deceived into thinking that fluoroacetate
(the active ingredien®) is indeed acetate, a
common and viwal compound in the
biochesmical makcup and functioning of
animal cells. These cells try w convert fluo-
roacerate, as they do aceuue, to other
metabolites for use in energy production,but
the attached fluorine atom blocks the
process and stops cellular energy produc-
tion. The animal simply runs out of cnergsy.
like cutning the fliel ine v a car, and dies.
Beath in herbivores is usually of heart failure
about one to siX hows afier ingestion of a
tethal dose de pending on the speci
size, the amount of toxiningested. and even
the individual animal itself Difierent species
have different tolerinces tu fluoroacctate,
and hence require higher or lower doses to
causce death.

Despite many claims, 1080 poisoning is Quite
humane for herbivorous animals. 1 have
picked up poisoncd possums in the Fficld
prior to death which are quiet, and in a vesy
dazed.almost comatose state. Unfortunately.
predatory anirnals ke cogs and cats (genet-
ally nontarget animals) have a different
metabolism trom herbivores and experience
violent nervous system efficets which modify
their behaviour prior 10 death. The dog
deaths 1 have
unpleasant 10 say the leiastT he loss of a dose
fomily or hunting faiend is a disturbing and
emotional cxpericnce and dog deaths
contribute significantly to negative pereep-
tions about 1080. fhe reality is that 1080 is
nat laid to kill dogs; they are an unfertunate
by-kill If the necessary notification proce

itsage.

witnessed  have  been

durces required by law arc fellowed and if dog
owners are aware of the risks to their
animals. clog clcachs should be minimal:

One of the major coneerns expressced about
1080 is its tatc in the environment. In the
past pesticides like DDTI" have been banned
after extensive use because they were found
10 be accumulating in the food chain,
creaung flow-on cffects in the environment.
More  recently  the  Department  of
Conscrvation has seriously restricted the use
of Brodifacoum, the active ingre dient in most
over-the-counter rodent baits and the very
populactalon™ and Pesof ™ possum baits.
for similar reasons.

However, because 1080 is a very simple,
water soluble, organic molecule it is
comptetely biodegradable and is readily
broken down by bacteria and other micro-
organisms in the environment. If an animal
cats even moderite amounts of toxin and
does not die, the toxin is quickly broken
down in the liver, similay to alcohol in
humans Within a few days it is completely
removed from the body in the form of haym
kss by-products. If baits fall into water, the
toxin rapidly dissolves andis quickly diluted
to very low concentrations. which are then
broken dowu by mice®organisms present in
all npatmal  strcams and
Neveriheless, pcople do get concerncd
about toxins in waterways and many
hundreds of water samples have been taken
fer toxin analysis during and following

WATCIWAYS.

possum control operitions all around the
country. In all recorded cases to date, the
levels of fluorvacetate present have never
even come close to the levels found in an
average cup of tea Yes,even tea plants have
very small quantities of fluoroucetate in their
tannins!

1080 from tie skics

Many peopleaccept that 1080 isa useful pest
control tool but are oppused o the w
applied. While gcound appiication can safery
deliver the toxin to the target animal within
the rarget area, in many cases to control
possunmws cost cffictively over very large
wracts of rugged and inaccessible terrain
requires that the toxic bait be delivercd by
acrial apphcation methods. This immediately
poses the problem that large amounts of bait
are available to non-arget specics The bait
must therefore be made in a way which
reduces rhe liketihood of non-arget inerest.

it is

(8}
~
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A number of bait treatments have been
developed over the years for this purpose.
The dyeing of baits green makes them less
aitractive to birds whose colowir vision is
more focused at the red/orage end of the

cotour specteum. That is why most forest
fruits are so coloured. Baits are also made
large (four 10 six grams) and pelles
minimise crumbs and flakes which are easier
for small birds to pick up and cat. If caceot
bait is used it is now required to be carefully
screened to take out the smaller pieces

cd to

(chaff) for the same reason. Baits are lured
with cinnamon, a proven bird repellent
which helps to mask the toxin but which
makes the bait more auractive to keen
scenting  herbivorous and  omnivorous
mammals.Sowing r:ates have also been signif
icantly decreased in recent years to reduce
the amount of bait in the torest. Fary 1080
operations used in excess of 30kg of bait per
heceare Modern technological advances in
baitsowing buckets, navigational guidance
systems and bait quality now allow
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successful operuiions 3t sowing fites as low
is 2k of bait per hectare.

Unfortunatcly it Is impossible to completely
climinate nontarget deaths and o small
numbcr of non-targct :mimals incvitably die
in an acrial poison opcration. This generates
furthcr concern and debate over such
contro]l methadls. [ lowever it is itportant to
understand that :ipart from two species of
bat, New Zealand has no native terrestrial

mammals. The tcmigcric of i

modern New Zcaland forests arc itlicns as far
as the native faumi is concerned. competing
for preciousi food reseurces or. worse.,
directly impacting on them through preda
tion, Removing thes: animals from the forest
ecosystem therefote creates significant
opportunity for the native fauna toreturn.ln
the growing scason (spring/summcr)
following a successful winter poison

campaign there is a sudden burst of ac

from almost all native speciey. Reduced
competition makes. extra food rcsources
availablc and reduced predation from
possums and rats (the major predutor for
most inseets and small forest birs) allows

bird and insect populations to thrive. This
incretse more than compensates for the
small proportion of individuals from very
sclect populations of non-target wildlife that
arc directly poisoncd by 1080. In fact, the
most common bird de:ths occurin blackbirxl
md chaffinch populations (both introduccd
species).‘their capacity to have up to three
clutches: of up to Jour cggzs per breeding rir

cach breeding season allows them to repro-

duce very quickly in the fuvourable condi-
tions created by removing possums and nitts
from the forest cnvironment.’I'hc ma.jority of
our small nativ-¢ forest birk1s, such as tomtits
and robins, also have this capacit) 1o breed
at very high riatcs in good conditions so
again, even € one or two are Poisoncd, the
tollowing breeding sc¢ason more thun
replaces any losses.

Unlike the small forcst birds, the slowicr,
brecding, jonger lived spccialist species such
as kiwi, kereru, kuki iand kokako have the
capicity to be scriously affected by even
small loss¢s to peisoning, Formunately. their
lil'c.styles in the forest make them des likcly

to e:u modeen bait formulations and consid-



crable sesearch using radio tracking of indi-
vidual birds through aerial 1080 opeiations
has shown these species are not at risk from
acrial 1080 operations.

A good example of ecosystem recovery is
the Mapara Wildlife Reserve in the King
Country. w hich has been subject to three
1080 poisoning operations since 1988 Here
it is very easy 10 see the benclits of
possum/rodent poisoning campaigns 10

nacive wildlife. Kokako, kereru and ovher
forest birds are thuviving in almost offishore
island abundance. Most of the areas with
which | hiave been involsed in the past few
years are showing a similar rcs.ponse so far
There is now a wealth of research that
supports observations of flourishing forest
ccosystems Jollowing successful possum
poisoning caimpaigns. Bccause the need to
restore the forest habitat of our threatened
native wildlife is increasingly urgent for
many specics. such outcomes are vial if
imany of these specics arc to survive.
Unforcunately though. habiat recovery also
increases the opportunity for forest pests 10
biced succizsstully. so ongoing imaintenance

control is required once the initial knock
down has been achieved if we are to truly
protect our native specics and ecosysiems.

Effects on ganie animals

The poisoning of game animals is another
major concern expressed about aerial 1080
operutions Deer and pig hunters arc gener
ally vocal opponcnts of 1080, Some decr die

in cvery aciial 1080 operition where deer
occur in the wreatment area; thatis a fict. But
pig hunters nced not fuar for anything burc
their dogs. Rescarch has shown that acrially
applied 1080 possum baits are in factanine?
feclive poisoning incthod against pig popu
lavions. even when anti-nausea drugs are
included in the bait. Thisis becatsc pigs have
a strong ability to vomit when they feel any
ill-effeccs from food they consume. Any sub-
lethal dose of 1080 remaining afiicr voiniting
up bait or poisoned animal carcasses is
quickly metabolised and removed from the
pig’s body and the pig survives. Smaller (non-
breeding age) pigs may dic because they
nced a proportionaicly lower lethal dose,
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but the rpid breeding capability of sows in
the improved habitat more than compen
sates dor the proportion of the population
lost.

Kill lcvels of deer following some 1080
poisoning campaigns,on the other hand.can
be very high with kills in excess of 80%
being recorded. Again the level of kill varies
greatly depending on such factors as deer
species and the densiry ac which they occur,
the habitat quality, bait ©ypc and sowing rate
Sika decr living at higher densities appear
particularly vulncrable to carrot bait, prob-
ably: owing to their small size and their
ground f¢eding habits. Previous control
history (whethe r 1080 has been use d before)
can also influcnce the level of deer kill. But
the fact remains that deer do die and some-
times magaidicent animals fll victim as the
accompanying photo shows.

It is however. important to keep the game
in perspective. e tevel of kill may be
high in some instainces, particulariv where
decer density is high, habitat quality poor,
decr condition down and winter conditions
harsh. It stands to reason that hungry; nutri-
tonally stressed deer will be more likely to
pick up bait.In such situations a reduction in
deer density is as positive for the deer as it is
for the forest because it will bring the herd
back morc into balance with the capabilitics

of the habitae it occupics.Where deer density
is low and body condition good, kill rates are
much lower and less significant.

In most forests, a sudden and significant
reduction in possum and rat aumbcrs
together with somc reduction in deer
density will allow the forest ccosystem to
improve markedly over the following few
years. With improved habitat, thosc deer that
remain will enjoy supcrior nutrition which
will giteady improve their reproductive
peformance. A deer herd has the potential
to double every thtee years in goed habitat,
so three to live years following a successfil
possum poisoning opceation. deer density
will be approaching pre-poison levels in

most situations anyway. In situations where a
herd was at densities which compromiscd
inability prior to poisoning

habitat sust
(overstocked range) hopefully deer density
will never be allowed to return to prepoison
levels. That is plain and simply just good
gamce management! When repeat poisoning
occurs (usually at sixseven year intctvals)
possum populations arc generally stll at
modcritely low levels so lower bait sowing
vates are requited. [n addition, the surviving
dceer arc enjoying a far higher level of autr-
tion, putting them under fae less winter
Sress

It is hatd for any hunter te overi.ook the
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despair they feel at sceing a deer rotting in
the bush, poisoned by some ficetess possum
control agency But if you can focus on the
longerterm benefits both to the forest and to
the future improvement of decr quality and
performance, it may be more tolerable. It isa
fact that much of the central North Island
deer habiwt could produce better, more
productive, sustainable game stocks if decr
density ceduced and  possums
controlled. If ultimatcly the disease (bovine
‘B) levels in wild deer are reduced and the
native wildlife like kercru, kaka, kiwi, bats
and lizaris does better, 1 believe the hunting
experience will be enhanced for nuny
hunters.

On the plus side for hunters, a privite pest

werce

ot O

now-

Nukuhau Street. PO Box 1038, Taupo

B " =l Fax & phone (07) 378 7779. A/h (07) 378 8753

control company is currendy developing a
deer repellent for possum baies and initial
tridls look very promising. 1t could be that
within the next year, there will be possum
b aits available that will kill very few deee

In the meantime, possum conwol agencies
have an imparrant responsibility to recog
nise the concerns and fears of hunters, dog
owners.and those in our conymunity uncom-
forta ble with toxin use. Pest controllers need
to build an understanding of such concerns
and fears into each and every possum
control operition and ensure operational
procedures fotlow strict qualtity assurince
standards for the safe and targeted use of
toxins. In this respect | am haartened by the
apparent commitment of the control agen
cics with which 1 deal to
embrace these principles
and in the research that is
underway to refine current
tizchniques and find new
possum control technology
There are those who will
always sce J088 as a toxic
foc. Others are staring 10
see for themselves that
much of their concern is
unfounded and that 1080
does indeed have longee
term benefits asan caviron-
menil management tool in
a2 New Zcealand context
However £080 usc will
probably always be 2
contentious issuc. For me
personally, having scen fiest
the results of
numerous operations, 1
sincerddy belicye that much
of the wildlife and habitat 1
cherish in the New Zealand
cavicomnent is doomed in
my son’s lifc:time withour

hand

such tools. § realisc that
many people do not share
this view of whatis pechaps
most costeffecrive
management tool, but the
reakity is we curcently have
few other options...

our

YAMAHA
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Glenn Mactean wilh a
wedl recovered
previoks spatuney. tyficed
of what angiers are
catching af present

ishery
Update

In the Maech 2001 issue of Target Teacf/® we
discussed that this summere the lake fishery
was dotninated by unusually large numbers
of fish which had spawned last wintee This
ceflected that many fish had suevived from

the exceptional spawning runs last year coin-
¢iding with a small maiden (immature) popu-
lation duc to the effects of the July 1998
f.oods on spawning that ycar. In fact the
maiden run wasn’t as small as it Iiest
appeared but rathce many of the fish were
scveral months younger than is normal fer
this time of ycac For ¢example anglers were
catching large numbers of fish less than the
legal length well after Christmas. A conse~
quence of this is that lishing guides arc
commenting that many of the maiden fish in
the lake are still arc long way off spawning.

@ur predictions fer an averuge fishing seasost
on the rivers this winter and a catch domi.
nated by Gsh makiing their sccond spawning
migration have so far been borne out. The




Action on the Tuwranga
Taupo riverfune 2001

avenage catch rate on the Tongariro River o
the end of June was only 818 fish per hour
5% hours of ecffort)

compared with 0.20 fish per hour o the

(one for every

same time last year The catch rate on the

Taupo was a little higher at 0.25
fish per hour (one fish every 4 hours) but
not as high as the 833 fish per hour (I fish
every three hours) in 2
not been helped by the prevailing weather

@ Vhe fishing has

conditions which generally have not been
conducive 0 stimulating the spawning runs
except for a period of regular rain in May.
Buring this period sonk: very good hing
occurred such as that experienced by one
Taupo angler we intervicwed on  the
‘fauranga-taupo on the 20th May. He had
kept theee fish and released 26 others for
seven hours of tishing.

Qur escapement (spawning) counts of the
aumber of fish in seleeted tributarics

the lake are consistent with the fishing.
Counts in the Minemnaia, ‘fauringa- liupo,
Waimarino and Waiotaka rivers are approxi-
mitely half of those last ycar Similarly this

year 565 srainbows had passed through the

Waipa trap on the uppc
the middle of June compared w0 849 this

agarire River to
time last y The brown run is 148 fish
compaced to 178 in 2000, the great ma jority
only arriving in the last 6 weeksThese are
the same fish you sce whenyou poke around
the lower river in Junuary highlighting the
leagth of time it rakes these fish 10 run the
river. Interestingly the 1ainbow males so far
erage 565 mm in length and 2.29 kg
whereas the rainbow females e only 535
mm in length and 1.91 kg Thesc average
i re compared with those fer 1999 and
2000 in table L. This wble indicates that the
malcs in panticular are larger than aormal.
This reflects that most of the fish are big old
with few young maiden fish o bring the
average dow
Qur suryeys of anglers on the riversalso indi-
cate that as expected the vast proportion of
atch very well meanded
previeus spanwacers. Most of the maidens we
have seen are just over the legal length
reflecting that they arce likely 1o be young
fish, the first of the 1998 year class to spawn.
Jlowever in amongst the catch are occasio

E
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The Te Wik 1ish Trap
(foreground ), sereens
acvoss the Whangeeei
ordfidl and e trap

@ perutors curitan

very large maiden ish of three © four Kilo last yeiz Such fish were a feawre of the catch
grams which arc fikely that small component by river mouth apglers in autumn, pasticu-
of the 1997 yaur cass which did not macure larly at the Waimaeino and Tauaranga“laupo

Table t:dverage length and welgbt b) species and sex of fish tbrougls the Wt pa trap) for the
peried famary to nid fune 1999 - 2801

L9 2400 201

length (mm) | Weighe (@) teagch (mm) | wright(h Leagal (rm) | Wiz (k)

erewafomale | 491 246 ) | 288 L %85 174
Hroanouale S94 626 298 5. 178
Raithonw fenule | 820 i [ 1on 548 191
[Uintewmnle 3 130 5{0 185 563 222

Table 2:Average lenglb and welght by spectes and sex of fisb rough tbe To Whaiat trap
JSor tbe period Aprii (o Juie 2000 - 2001

2000 2001

Ienghimm) | waghitkg) Lengeh (mam w eighe (kg)

Bawn femae | $29 1.86 587 249
Rruwnmile L5 22§ Sk L 58
Ratabow female | S 22% $67 | 288
e o o) 225 S84 248
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REVOLUTION

In the past it was near impossible to build & high powered four-stroke outboard that was light and compact. Yamaha has, the revolutionary four-stroke

VB 225hp is incredibly compact and lightweight. It is a true breakthrough in marine technology. The VB 225hp is a top performer among equivalent

two-stroke outboards, with quieter running and improved fuel econory. The VB 225hp will be introduced for the &) YAM AHA
Rl

firet time in Australasia at the NZ Boat Show on 31 May. So when choosing your next outboard, don't look back. When you wwant the best.
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Te Whraidau fisk trap
opernor Noyrie Ewing
with « 4R fenicle
rainbow

As in recent yaars the nwiden fishare splendid
condition. bright ormge and with liberal fa
deposits. Most of the previous spawnces aec
also in very guwd condition to the point that
- ace now very difficult 1o distingnish from
naiden fish This reflects that conditiens for
inuc 10 be very good in Lake
- reported caching
poor conditioned fish in the lakc recemjy and
asked whether this indicates that conditions
have iecenily dewcriored. We think it is quite
the opposite, whewas these fwh would
normally have dicd by late summer, this year
they have survived dlbeit that they lave not
beenableto pe much condition on. Such ae
the rigors of spawning that in a tvpical yeu
less than thirty percent of fish wwrvive to
'n 2 second ume

Angler numbkers on the dvers arc similac wo
recent yearsexcept that angling peessure on
the upper Hinemiiiia wits much less hefore
it closed at the end o May ref.ccting tha
suceess was much der 1o conte Ly th
vearAs part of our yvear long harvest suney
we {ly the civers three times through the day
on i scries of dns chosen at srandom. Our
highest count so fiur this winter was 88
anglers on the Tongariro civer, 35 anglees on
the Tauwanga-Taupo andd 133 anglers aeross
all of the eastern tnibutacies. This com

w0 peik counts on the'l'ongarico of 121 over
the [990/91 season, 90 over the 1995/96
season and 167 kst ycar md a peak count of
34 on the Taurangz. Lwpo in 1995, It is
notice:able that nloee anglers are once agan
fishing the uppcrlonguxe but the majority




are grouped around the Bridge and Waddell
pool aceas. If you are prepared to explore
there is some "good water’ which is not
getting much pressuce particularly during
the week.

The big question is whether the maiden fish
will mature and cun the rivers this wintee If
they do then there should besome excellem
lawe fishing. If they don’t then with another
nine momhs growth they will be very
impressive fish come next autumn,

Looking further ahead Jast years exceptional
spawning runs have been refleaed by very
bhege numbers of progeny: Jn carly autumn
the rlvers weise teeming with juvenile wout
including num y which had only just ecmerged
from the gravels. A modcrite flood in May
had some obvious detrimental impact bm at
this stage the year class, the majority of
which will mature in 2003 appcars sireng
At fake Otamangakau cthe spawning run
theough the e Whaiau tetp is also down on
last yearbut the average size ofthe fish is up
as sho'wn in table 2 This & consistent with
comments by our staff operating the wap

regacding che bege number and superb
condition of Ffish between three and four
kilograms. liowever to date there have only
been foue fish over 4.45kg (101b) which is
disappoiming but in keeping with the results
reported by lake anglers over the summer.

Dredging Lake TeWhaiau

and Canals

Genesis Power Limited have applied for a

dredge  Lake
canal and

resource consent 1o

TeWhadtu
Orumangakau canal in a repeat of the work
fast undertaken in 1996, This involved
using a cutter suction drudge ro eemov'e
sediment which was pumped intoseiiling
pondsand stock piled on the true right of

Tewhaiim.

Lake TeWhaiau  and  wrue  left  of
Oraman gakau canal:Tight operting condi
tions upplicd 1o 1his work and monitoring
at the iime indicated only a very shaht
increase in mbidity icxels immediately
dossnsiream of the work 1acking of eadio
tggcd tish in the vicinity of the dredge
indicated no obvious avoidance which was
aJso borne out by the success of anglers
tishing close 10 the dredge and by rhe
number of tish trappcd upsteeam in the
TeWhaiau trap which was the highest
r:corded since trpping began in 1994,

Genes’s propose to undertake the work in
the same way this ime and have discussed
suitable conditions with s and other intere
¢sted parties. They: huve agheed to avoil
working close to the dela area in lake
Oumangakau over the peak fishing
months ol January @ March and to ceasc
opcration over opening weekend of the
duckshooting scason. The work does not
involveany dredging of lake Ommnang:kau
outside of the immedizte dalm arca, We arc
comforiable with the proposed conditions
and have supported their application to
Environment Waikato for a consent to
underake the work exjecled to staet later
in the veae Whilc the dredging may cause
some short term inconvenience 10 those
anglerstishing in Like teWhaian the deep
cningof the lake imd canal should improve
the fishing opportunitics in the louger
e,
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Dog Policy Update

[n late January 2001 a public discussion
document detailing how the Departmem of
Conscivation proposes to manage the poten-
tial impacts of dogs within Tongariro, Erua
and Rangataua Forest Conscrvation Areas
under section 267z of the Conservation Act
(1987) was publicly advertised and distrib
uted. Some 100 copies of the document
were distributed to various stakeholders
and.upon request, to interested members of
the public The public had 40 working days
to make writtea submissions which closed
on 2 April 2001. A total of Ll submissions
were received.

Table t provides a suaymary of the submis
sions received.

in general, most submitters were supportive
of the proposal. Some suggested useful ways
of improving the proposal to make it more
ptactical and therefore workable and these
have been 1aken on board ‘Two sibntissions
opposcd the proposal; one from hunters
who felt the policy was unnecessary and
burcaucratic; the other from a conservation
NGO ( non-governmem organisation)
suggested the policy was notstrong enough
(0 protect conscrvation values from dogs
and wanted a total ban on dogs. including
dog exclusion bufter zones around all the
conseryavion land involved.

Following consideration of the submissions
1he following reconunendations were made
to the Tengariro/Taupo Conservation Board
at its April 2001 meeting and these were
endorsed at its subscquent meeling in Junc
2001.

Recommendations:

m That you note the nature of the submis:
sions received on the discussion docu-
ment,

m ‘That you endorse a recommendation to
the Minister of Conservation thatall land
withtn Tongariro, Erua and Rangamaua
Forest Conservation Areas be gazetted as
“osntrolled dog area™.

m ‘That the foHowing conditions be placed
on dog use within these “comrollcd dog
areas”.

= That permits to cnter these controlled
dog areas only be issucd for dogs rhat
either arc: certified as threatened specics
dogs and involved with bona fide threat-
¢ncd species management programmcs;
or have entered the National Kiwi
Avcrsion Training Programme: and

® That are clearly identificd hy a brand,
atoo or other recognised identification
system;and

m That are tied up at night unless involved
in boma fide management work as part of
the National Kiwi Recovery Programmes;
and

m ‘that any dogs lost in the arcas subject to
this policy must be reported within 24
hours;and

® Thar the Depanment of Conservation
reserves the right to decline a dog access
Permit to iy dog owner if there are justi-
fiable groundsfor doing so.

m These recommendations will now be
passed to the Minister of Conservation
and if approved. the policy gazetted into
law: The Department will then negotiate
Kiwi Aversion Training at 2 nominal cost
for local dog owners with a local
comractor who has extensive hunting
and dog handling expericnce.



Table 1: Analysisof Public Submissions Received on the Dog Policy Biscussion Paper fecTongarico, Erua and
Rangataua Forest Conservation Ateas

Name of submiter Pype of submitter Nuturce of subniission Wish to be heaed i support?

PeoHunt N7 1ad

Jim Pottinger - Centiitl
Hunting Scovices

Tongarico National flittory
Socu

Guide Dog Scrvices. eyl
N7, Feunchation for the
Blird

Forust & Rird Pyotection
Secicry (Taupo & Kong
Country Branches)

Hunters & Elubitats

New Zcaland Decerstalkers'
‘Associzadion, Tuupe Ganch

John Harpham & Rosemiry

Peck

Manze Gumey

Ruapchu Districe Council

CenscrvationAction
Imernuional Lid

Hunting <ontractors who
wn degs that have been
theough Kizidversion
Truining PeoRcamme

Hunting conu-actor/private
hunier who mun=doge that
have buen theough the Kiwi
Avvesion Tesdning
Programme

NGO

NcCe

NGQ

NGe®

NGO

Privaic hunters

Privie dog owner

Lacul territorial anshoricy

wildlife eonsuliant
specialising in hunting degs

Kiwd Aversion Teniving has sorked well for all their dogs and they
suppoct the hasic policy

Conceraed thu Conscrvancy newsds qualified dog trainer and Lhat
dog owners have ceasonabie oppor tunity to huse dogs put
theough KiniAvensionTIaining al minima cost

Kiwi ascrsion trtining has werked well for hs dets and he:
supports the policy

Cenceencd that 1@ degs e humer will ant work for many pig
Nuskere Cthree is 3eacer to allow for training of a young dog)
Need (o get dogs to wear heayy collaes for too to thoee weeks
prior to training o dogs don’t recognise ¢leciric cotlar

Need for cousis:ency between congnancies

Suppoits polity

Suppons pokcy

Maintains dog use by reereational (% s i incensisicnt with
proteciion of the foovst

Maintuins the ritks of hunking deas 1@ Xiwi and blue duck
outweigh any benelit to 1h ¢ forest of KKmoving pest animals
Suggests Kiwi Avcesion 17ining is noc sufficiens thorough or well
preven enough 10 f1 ify 7ishis to khwl and  blue duck

Maintains all degs should be prohibited from these forests except
whe: re they are used for threatened specics work by quzlified
handlers

Suggests there is a need for buffer sones areund thase ferests
from which degs uce aiso axcluded

agrees kiwineed 1o be protecied from the danger of predation
by dogs

pit ns Kiwi Aversion Training Programme should be user
frindly and not excessively expensive or Gestrictive

Maineains fecdback on seccesss of the policy shoutd be prowidod
to hnmers imvolsed with the progrmme

Full support is given to the prepecal

Concemed that Pelice ind Svzuch & Rescuc dess could pose a
risk to kiwi Ase and 1hat thesc dogs sheuld alse encer the Kiwi
Aversion Truning PreSeimme before working in these arcas
Kiwi aversion kevirting needs to be accessible o local hunters.
SuMeests geearer pubtie awacencss of the ricks dogs pose tokiwi
and bine duck is required

SURACSts greater opporunity for voluntury insohement in kiwl
eceavery aciivity would hetp moce people vndeestand kiwi
management issues

Agreethat degs sheubd be kupt onc of ageas where known dog.
predation ef any enclangeecd species 's a threat

Belicie proposil is unnccess<aty in thesc areas and thavit will
encouras: ilcgal use of dogs

Belickecurres regime Is adequue

Snegest B anning” dogs Is unreasonableind will klica ¢ users
Maijnaain ad] buatees known to the submitices Iave acver stxen or
heard kiwi i these areas. or had degs peesy on or wetricie Kiwi or
blue duck, or seen sign of kivi or Blue duck nests

Suggest 1480 poison ind mustclicls arc Wiggesst theeats o these
speeics

Teliese oxcluding Jogs Wil cesule in geester pest prodlems

Suppoccs pelicy

Maintaias any dog which has vndirtaken the KiwiAversion
‘Ie:ininS programme sholld be pernitted @ enter the forest. not
just hunung dogs

Supports pulicy

Offcr 1 make doR owner educaton nivteria avalable te
Ruapcim racepayecs and rexidents shea 1gy segister their dogs
Supports mandator y repurting of lost d0gs

Suggesis DOC investigates 15 ¢ of mdio vaismidlees to permitted
dogs eatering [orest conseevation aceas so lustdogscun be
toacked

Biced selecdon is most important criteii®n to casure peemiried
dogs do not harm wilddife. Farm bred heading degs (border
oollles) ace best, bir d degs ind bullic type Killer dogs are hiphest
risk

Need to gt respect efhunters for sound pelicy to na ke any
poticymerk

Peur policy will increase illegal dog use

Four dogs per hunter s most *functionu” puck for hiwuing
Sclicves massive clean-up of d8ga is necessiey ad ovendue

No

No

Yes

No

No

No



New Fishing Licence Fees

‘The 2001/2002 Tirupo lishing season began
on 1 July Fees for all classes of adults’
icences have increased this vear, b those
for children remain unchanged.

While all fees were held unchanged last year,
the need for additional funding for managing
the fishery meant chac some increases were
unavoidable this ycar This resulted from
increases in ownership costs as a resulc of
recent asser revaluations, additional cquip-
ment required as part of a national radio
newwork upgrade and staff costs. Significant
new work will occur as a result of several
major applications
affecong the fishery Thesc include Genesis
Power's Tongariro sciteme, TrustPower's
Hinemaiaia hydro stations, King Country
Encrgy's Kurarau hydro station and Mighty
River Powers I.ake ‘laupe and Waikato River
consents. Last year the Taupo fishery area
incurred substantial unbudgeted expendi-

resource  consent

turc owing to some of these consent proce

dures and it is essential that financial provi
sion is made this year for participation in
processes ofvilalimporance to the tuture of
the fishery:

T his year we will also be embarking on a
major acoustic ragging programme to cali-
brate the Waipa Stream tcout rtm with the
total spawning run in the Tongariro River A
successful resuh will alloww much better
monitoring of trends in the Tongariro River
runs and ultimately beiter management of
the Taupo fishery. One-off research projects
like this unforrunately create lumpy expen-
diture patterns that have to be funded as
they arise as the fishery is unable to operiue
a reserve account

The licence fec increases average 2.7%
across the board and are split between the
following categories (all GSEinclusive):

licence 2000/01 fFee 2001/02 Fee
Adult Season $55.00 $5800
Adult Month $56.00 $37.00
Adulc Week §26.00 $27.00
Sbiviey Oates (teft) and é:i‘;:; ?7‘)' $12.00 $12.50
Memdi Goffin sort et tbe CI:'in Dc:;on 2;0030 ggo.g.
Hew secaisons licences for i

distitbution 1o our 125
agents Pbotograpb Geb
Hood

DON'T FORGET TO GET YOUR NEW LICENCE
BEFORE YOUR FIRST TRIP FOR THE SEASON




Fishing Regulations Review

In the st issue of Target Taupo we signalled our intention to review the Taupo
Fishing Regulations and invited anglers to submit their views. Since then nine
anglers have responded with a range of suggestions for inclusion in the new regu-
lations.

It is our intention to complete the review within this financial year which ends on
30 June 2002, In July / August this year we will formalise the process, which will
include defined periods for submissions and analysis. The timeframes for this will
be publicly notified in additions to information updates in the November issue of
this magazine, The Taupo Fishery Advisory Committee also has a key role to play
in the review as the formal representative of Taupo anglers and all submissions we
recieve will also be put in front of the committee,

This is your opportunity to influence the rules that govern your sport. You are
welcome 1o send us Your views it any time peess

from now on. Please address your submissions e :

(6B

Hard at work in Taupo.
: - : s J 3 A

THE FLY & GUN SHOP

ProfFEssioNAL OUTFITTERS OF QUALITY TACKLE
34 Heu Heu St Taupo (open 7 days) = Ph 07 378 4449, Fax 07 378 4479




1be fintshed works
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Tongariro Protection
Works Completed

The work to address crosion of the truc left
bank of the Tongariro River between Koura
and Kuuai strcets as deseribed in the last
issue of Target Taupo was completed as
planncd in late March. This work involved
placin g large rocks to form a sloping revet
ment along 250 meetres of eroding river
bank. To undcrtake the work it was neces

sary to build a bund across the main river o
divert the flow dawn the fiood ¢channcl This
had the cffect of temporarily rising the
water level in the Hydr: pool.

Once the work was completed the contactor
began tolowerthe bund and retarn the flow
to the main channel. Part way through this
we beeame coucertied that the shape of the
river bed now downstream of the bund

mcant that it wasdikel v that in the next f ood
the river would try to crode material from
upstream to reduce the gradicnt We were
concerned that if the bund was completety
removed and further down cutting occurred
that the HY dro pool tould be lost. In addition
the removal of the bund risked disturbing
the underlying sill which somchow bas with-

stood ceverything the river can throw at it 10
date, unlike other pools in tbe rivecAs a
conscquence we asked that the contractor
stop work and that the remainder of the
bund be left so that in the next flood the
river had scope to cutits own bed hopefully
without cffecting the Hydro pool.

This mecant that the water level remained
high in the Hydro pool which did not please



Foltewing tbe flood in
late May it &s once again
posstble to wade tbe
Hydro Peol

Adjacent to cnr H’'way 41 & Ohuanga Rd, TURANGI

Quier, private, spacious ground-floor serviced suites. full kitchens &
owl patios, surrounding an all-year hgated swimming pood
and hot spa. Licensed nestaurant & room service meats
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Fishing Guide services aranged andor tackle,
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Linda & Tery Drum
PO Box 130, Turangi.
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WEBSITE: htep/iwww.fishnhuntcanzfishinglanglers.htm

FREEPHONE
0800 500 039

800 500039 [AAlf /#OST

Fax 07-386 7408 ACCOMMODATION
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all of the regular anglers, some of whom
insisted the digger be bought back in. We
were all in agreement that the water level
should be rewrned to the height that it was
prior to_the work, we just disagreed about
how to achieve this.Our offier was to wait for
a signilicant flood and if that didn’t lower the
water height we would reconsider the use of
a digger. In our view this gave two oppoitu-
nities to get it right where as if the sl was
mechanically excavated and the flood then
scoured it lower the pool was lost for good.
On the 25 May e river did flood and scour
the sill down A large amount of material was
swept down the river and deposited in the
reach adjacent to the repair works. Some of
this material came from the sill which was
cut down to its original heiglit.As the flood
receded the hydro pool reappeared as the
poolofold.

‘White this is a pleasing outcome we have to
acknowledge feeling a little uneasy that the
cueting down is not finished and that the
pool may yet be lost. Ia:ts hope this time we
are wrong,



TFAC - Representing
Taupo Anglers

By Graham \Vhym an TALLAC)

In the lastissuc of Terget fanpo, Strato Cotslinis. gave acomprehensive review of the fune
tions of the Taupo Fishery Advisors Commirtee (TEAC). [ would emphasise that although
the appointments are nominated by organisations and clubs the appointees are by no
means solely there to represent these organisations. We are spokespeople for all ‘laupo
anglersAs the committee we are youryeice to the fishery managers and should the subject
be contentious, a direct line to the Minister of Conservation.

Suato and our chairman John Davis have been very active in this direction swith the Trout
Protection Bill but there are many more issues that have the potential to impacton the
Taupo lisheryWater quality, hydro generation schemes ¢ four directly affecting Taupo) and
regulatory changes toname but threel o be effective as watchdogs yourinput is necessary.
Please raise subjects important to you, the committee is always receptive and willing to
discuss and if required advocate on your behalf Written submissions to the committee arc
preferred to prevent misinterpretation but if you wish to communicate direct your repre
sentatives are listed below:

Strato Cotstiints National fishing intercests
telephone (04) 472 7827, fax (04) 472 9982

Chris Joity ‘laupo Commercial Launchmen'sAssociation
telephone €07) 378 8623 or cmail chiisj@chrisjolly:co.nz

Jobn Davis (Chairperson)  “1aubo Fishing Club
telepbone/fax (07) 378 2303

Celtn Patchett Waitafitanui Angling Improvement Association
elephone (07)378 4738

Alan Stnvmons New Zcaland Professional Fishing Guides® Association
telephonc (07) 3867574 or email alan@fishnhunt.co.nz

Grabam Whyman: Tongariro and LakeTaupo Anglers' Club
telephone (07) 386 8996 or cmail sport life@xtrit.conz

Bryce Jobnson Fish and Gamie New Zealand
telephone (04) 499 4767 or email bjohnson@tishandgame.org.nz

Jobm Gibhs Department of Conservation
elephone (07)386 9228 or email jgibbs@dc.govinz




Cleaning Fish

Many New Zealand waterways hold special
cultural, aesthetic or historical values and
there is little doubi thac this pacticulady
applics to take Taupo and its tributaries.
There are feww places that provide such a

quaity environment in which to par

ipate
and experience various recreational acrivi-
ties. With this in mind, it is always disap-
pointing ro find the unsightly and smelly
decomposing remains of discarded fish guts
on the riverbank or lake edge.

If you kill a fish for the 1able, either take the
fish home intact or if you cle:m your catch
while still out on the lake orriver, place the
remains in a suitable container and take that
home with you.

The other benefit of raking the offal home is
thalt buving fish offal and carcasses under
the lemon tree. for example, is wel proven
to boost the production of lemons
Unfortunatcly, even if an attempt is made o
bury the remains beside che waters cdge.
often it is not sufficicat to prevent deter
mined scavengers such as cats or dogs
digging it back up.

In a related matter, several anglers have

., enquired as to wherhes it is acegprable to
; remove the head and/or tail while still
out fshing on the fakc or river, as
they were concerned about regu
lations regarding the meas
uring of undersize fish.
There is nothing in

the regulations to prevent anglers from
doing this provided rhe fish excecds the
minimum leagth of 43cm.  However a
component of our monitoring involves
recording detaits of fish kept by anglers This
includes fish that hive been gutted as the
1sh length information is still of use, so we:
would prefer anglers 10 leave the head and
il on if possible.

Fillcting a fish which is slightly undersizc
wil make it difficulr for us to prove thut it
was less than 45¢m (but not impossible) and
may well make us look very closely at every-
thing elsc you are doing

Please take fish
offal heme with
Jyou



By Manadf Goffia

Mand {15 Programme
Maniager for Community
Relatfors and licencing

The Rainbow Rumers’
walk across the finish
tine.

Frem tefi: fjobn Gibbs,
Staniey Bouy, Evrol
Cudty, Colivife Dedual,
Lt Gity bs, Michel Dedued,
Mancit Goflin (obsaered),
Bob fiood antl Rob
Mciay (obsawed). .Notin
the photo Sict Puia, Chrts
McMillan aned Roweiia
Cudlry

The Great Lake Relay

The 17 and 18 of Fcbruary 2001 are dates
remembened by quite a few members of the
two DOC teams entered iu the Great Iake
Relay. This relay involes teams of between
ten and 4 members walking or running
around lake Taupo in less than 24 hours
Over 48600 competitors took part this Year
including the DOC tcams, the Rainboww
Runners’ from the Fishery Arca and the
Doctrinaires’ from the Community Rekitions
group within the Conservancy. Both teams
suffered mental exhaustion sveeks before the
cvent.duc to the constant banter imd healthy
competitive s,pirit thar dominated lunchtime
discussions,

a gicat time never the less,

A few relevant points worth noting:-

The Rainbow Runners Manager/Organisce/
Scheduler managed to miss  his  leg
completely, so much for Stanley’s organisa
tionl skills

Cellphone use and the emphasis placed on
its importance for communication is
dependent on service in remote areas

Port a loo’s were a great commodity at the
beginning of the ¢vent, but declined in popu-
faslty towards the end of the day,

‘The rain didn’t appcear to dampen anyone's
spirit - the spirit was ;always willing, cven if
the bedy was eccasionally on leave.

Who won? Certainly not the D®C teams but

FINIS

Pbotograpb Karin Booy




New Consents for the Kuratau

Power Scheme

‘The owner of the Kuratau PPower Scheme,
King Country Energy Lismited, has appliedfor
new operating consents as required under
the Resource Management Act 1991 The
scheme, which was built in 1962, involves
danuning the Kuratau river at the: site of a
natural water:afl and diverting the water
through a six megawatt station before
rcnarning the water to the Kuritau rivecThe
dam has created Lake Kuiatau, a shallow
productyve lake situated just northease of the
intersection of State Highways 32 and 4)

The sration is operated as a hydro peaking
station, which means that the generation
and therefore flow of water theough the
station arc varied during the day to meet the
requirements for elecericity: The operation is
very similar to that of the HB station on the
Hincmaiaia River and has the cffect of
causing the flow in the river below the
station to fluctuate widely most days. In the
case of the Kurivau river flows typically vaty
between 0.6 0o 10 cumccs The new
consents proposc to be able to vary the flow

through the station uver a greater mnge than
at present, though in reality these higher
flows are only available during flood luws
when the dam would otherwise be spilling.
‘I'heeefere this condition is unlikely to cause
any variation from the present flows in the
lower river

As with the Hinemaiia we believe that the
fluctwat:ng flows adversely affect the trout
fishery In particular the accas which are
optimum for spawning under onc flow arc
no longer suimble under another flow.This is
highlighted in both rivers by the large
concentrations of spaw:ning fish in the
vicinity of the power station each winter,
with many fewer fish spawning in the river
downstecam.’Fhis is contrary to otherTaupo
riverssvhere we encounter high densitics of
spawning fish along many kilometees of cach
river

However a major difference between the
two rivers is that in the Hitemaiaia the
spawning fish collect in the bypass channel
wheras in the Kucitau they collectimmeds

Plain
Glo-Bugs
Cheapest in NZ

Owners: John &

CHECK OUT OUR NEW RAISED HACKLE
ACCOMMODATION: self-contained

four bedroom house 1 rnmute to

Ph/Fax 07 386 0374

Betty Baker. Flymaster: Stepheri de Malmanche




Lake Kurutan

aely below the swation wilace with many
fewer fish in the bypass. Initially this was
pazzling but in fact there is a simple expla-
nation for this. In the Kuratau all the wicer
from upstrcam of the dam passes through
the smtion except during thosc periods
when the dam is spilling. The water in the
bypass comes from a spring a the base of
the waterfall below the <lam. U pstream of the
<lam the resident fishery in the river and its
iobutaries is: characterised by lacge numbers
of small wour Clearly conditiony are
conducive for spawning but less suitable for
growth 10 a larg
hwe a propensity 10 migrate downstream

siz¢. Juvenile rainbows

and it appcears. that a sigaificant number
survive going cither through the nubine or
over the spill way and on to lake Taupo.
When misture these tish atempt to rctuen 10
where they were spawnced but can only ge as
far as the station md so collect in the it
1ace The springfcd bypass holds no attrac-
tion 3s this water 1s from a differem source
:md lacks the thwvours of their spawning
sround.

In the case of the Hinemaiaia the water in

the bypass is a compensiation (low released
irom the base of Mie dam. We can postulale
th ihe fish which collect there were cither
spawned upsiream or that they arce auntcted
in there because the flows are stable. The
resident  trout  fishery in the  upper
llincmaiaia is much smaller than that in the
Kurijum. Sinvilarly the dim spills much less
ofiien and the few fish migraing downstecam
hiase 10 sunvive passing through the wrbine.
As a conscquence the number of fish
conribuing to the LakeTaupo fishery which
were produced upstreiun of the damis likely
to be very low and we helieve the sceond
option is a more likely ¢xplanation for the
concenuation of fish in the bypass channel.
The dams on the incmaiaia have signifi-
cinly reduced aegling opportueity by
redicing the nuniber of trout availible 10
anglers in the lake and river and nccessi-
tating a lower upstream limit and closed
winter season where previously none was
requircd. To address. these: losses requires. a
more naturdd regime in the lower river ind
the provision of a fish pass over I8 dam so
that spawning (ish can access the Kakapo




Lake Kuretan Is Highl y
valued by a smalt group
of Tanpe angiers

and Pahikohuru Streams as they once did.
However in the Kuratau the losses are like

to be iess. The lower river now prodnces
fewer fish for lake anglers but this is in part
of'set by the recruitment of fesh reared in
1ake Kuratau. The lower river is closed to
fishing over the winter months as areall the

rivers in the west, but even when open
attracts linde angling activity (other than at
the mouth). In addition Lake Kuramu
provides an angling opportunity not avail-
able elsewhere in the fishe1y:A smail number
of anglers treasure the celaive sobtude and
high caich rates for albeit smalier fish.

Improving the fishery in the lower river
nccessitates  a  natural  flow
Unfortunatcly it is an all or nothing situation
and a flow regime which fluctuates icss but
| wideiy is unlikely to provide any substain-
benelit to the fshery. the other option,

regime.

u
given that there are some benelits to the
‘Taupo fishery from the cureent operation, is
10 seek to maximise these bencefits to offset
the loss in the lower river ldeas suggested

inciude building an angling track along the
lower aver,looking at the issuc of access and
facilitivs around Lake Knratau, wiilow
control at the head of the lake and managing
the fake level cegime jor the fishery and wild
fowl.

It is cacly days and there are a number of
affected landowners and other groups witha
srrong interest and involvement in the
consent process We will keep you informed
on progress in futurc issues of Zzget Tertipe
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The remaoval of several
large poplers w bich aiv
ahout 1o fall will require
the use of feawy
machinery
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Hinemaiaia Stream Care Plan

tnrecent years there have been a number
of concerns expressed by local residents,
land owners and wscers over erosion and
the generalstate of the lower Hincnwinia
rivee Several meetings have been held
and initiatives undcriaken to try and
improve the situation.

‘This is now culminating in the prepa
tion of a stream carc plan for the lower
civer in conjunction s¥itb Environment
Waikato.

‘The plan will identify the issues, the
work required and detail how this work
should be undertaken. Local residents
are keen 10 be involved in a hands on
way and the Bepaciment of
Conservation has also made a comunit-
menttoassist with some components of
the plan. Ivwill be necessary fer all of
the affecied people 1o ageee with what
is proposed so a resource consent for
the period of the plan can be obtained.

In this way once the initial discussions have

occurred and agreement reached it should
not be necessary to have to go through
further debate each time some aspect of
work as identificd inthe plani s undertaken

The sort of work cnvisaged is low key and
invoives such things as removing over
hanging teees befere they fall in, cemoval of
snags in popular fishing pools and revegata-
tion of eroding bunks.Some of the work will
require the use of heavy machinery for safely
and practical reasons and the plan will iden-

tify whenthisis appeopriate, how it shall be
used and Sé on 50 as 10 minimise any impact
on the f.shery and surrounding banks and
uacks.An in#ial draf: of the plan will shortly
be circulated by Environmem Waikato w the
mterested parties and hopcfully agreement
on the bulk of the plan can bce quickly
reached in time for the first work to occur
this summer. Those items on which agree-
ment is not ceached wiil be cemoved from
the plan se as not to hold up it's progress.



Witbout any inserven
tion, scenes like this will
continue #o occur e the
Hinemalaia River

It 1s proposed te cut
leaning trees ithe this
before Mep fait into the
stream

Removal of selecked
snags will imsprove
angling opportunities




fhe preposed develop-
ment witl eccur on farnt-
land @11 the irue yight of
tbe Whangamata Strecan
(the prassy area to thre
eft)

Kinloch Development Decision
Awaited

[n June the Department of Conservation
attended  hearings  befere Environment
Waikato and ‘taupo District Council to
address an application by iisland Properiics
for an extensive subdivision in Kinloch
township.

‘The applicant’s proposal wiis to underfake a
subdivision to create 70 lots on a block of
land wrhich fronts Like Taupo and which is
bonnded by the Whangamata and Okaia
streams. A number of people objected to the
original including  the
Department of Conscrvation. Our concerns
focussed on cff.uem
management, impacts on the reseaves next
to the development and the impact on
spawning habitat for trout in the adjacent

applicanon

and stormwater

streams.
These issues were put before the Joint
Hcaring Cosmuittee along with ap agreement
from Lisland Property to fund an cxtensive
restoration progiamme in the Whangamata
Stream Reserve. The Developer also agreed
to a fence on the property boundary to

exclude private access to public conscrv.
tion land and made a commitment along with
Taupo District Council, to an upgrade of the
sewage treatment plant.  This upgrade is
particularly importam as it will remove
concerns held at the present ame abowt the
safe disposal of effluent and also provide for
future growth in the Kinloch township.
There are also significant community
concerns about the developmen and its
impacton the surrounding environment and
e g township These concerns were put
to the | learing Committee by a lagge number
of submitters. Withon( question this has had
a sigaificantinfluence on rising the quality
of the development proposed.

At the time of writing, Enwronmem Waikato
has made a decision in fuvour of the subdivi-
sion. Environment Wajkato’s decisions relate
to a bndge crossing of the Whangamata
Siream infrastructure works. watcrtakes and
carth works. We arc still waiting on the
Taupo District Council decision which
addresses the land use consents.




Red Hut Bridge Repaired

A programmed inspection of the Red Hut
Swing Bridge (scc VAMP article in farget
Taupo ssuc 36) revealed a broken support
beam or transom on the underside and a

Rather Harvey than us.
Gordon Hyde looks on
whnle Harve) Steeds
replaces the broken
{rarsom.

Photos Evrol Cudlry
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bene metal hanger. A like for like replace
ment was recommended.

Iarvey Steeds, a stalf member with rope
work. climbing and alpine reseue skills, and
building contractor Gordon Hyde were
engaged (0 uadertake the work. Iarvey
swung under the bridge and took the
damaged bits apart while Gordon cut and
drilled the replacement teinsom. les feom
Alpine Engineering. Tumingi had made up a
hanger for us and Gordon and Harvey
refitted the components.  Murphy was
present of course, slipping in wrong sized
bolts and putting 100 much galvanising in
the odd hole, but his efforts were feeble and
the bridge was re-opened by lunchtime.

She Bert o/ BRITISH
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Images of the Taupo Fishery

Major Jones Pool -

“Mafor jones: the name is s)nonymots
with tbe greamess of (be Tengarire River
Prodably, if it were net so over: populaied al
the meight of e season it wonld be
ever yone’s fuavourite, and despite the
mianbier of rads it is stit! tbe first cholce of
many overseas il local anglers. § bas so
manty atiributes (o make it a fisbermai’s
dream come true. lt bas depib It fs, by fai;
the longest pool on the river: Des plte flood
anet drougbl {t remains virlaalty diange
lessYieleling fisb to tbe skitled, ft wiit siili be
Rind to the nexperienced or inexpert It is
an casy pool to reade.

e far or iefi-mand bank is a kateidoscope
of coforr protided by native anel exotic
trees and sjyubs VMajor fones is, simply. a
great pod aud | do not tese tbe adfective
lightry”Ton Jensen inTrout of theTongariro
published in 1974,

Situatect as itis in the middle of lirungi it is
hitrd te imagine that prior to 1920 the Major
Jones Pool. like all others above the main
road bridge was arely fished because access
was so difficult. llowever by 1929 the pool
was identified on a tourist map atong with
the Admiral's, llitchery. Duke's Camp
(Duchess?) Tawaka (Red lluw?) and
Dreadnought pools

The Major jones pool derives #s name from
Ma.jor Rhys Wykeham Jones who fished the
poot with a 5.2 nteire (17 foot) rod which he
had previously used on the $pey in Scotland.
Joe Frost described Major Jones in
Fresbwater Admiva! by Vice Admiral
Hickling “He must bare been siy foot twe in
bis sockes lils beanllebar moiestaclies were
always gelling tangled up in s line, be
bl a voice like a bull and hre plesyed bis
fish witly tiye deticecy of a sbip el ghing its
anchor in a buyry:l wunderstand be ori gl
natied from indiia and ! sivowdd imagine be
ik be a fine sigbt on parade, monocie
cendall”

Major Jones wwas alse known for his strong
dislike of big brown rrout which he main-
taincd were cannibals and should be

Tongariro River.

destroyed for the benetit of the fishing He
paid local children to capture mice which he
wsed at night, flested down the current into
the deep pools to capusre many laige brown
trout,

W hile many of the original pools that made
the reputation of the Tongariro were- lost for
goed in the 1958 flood the Major Jones has
remained remarkably unchanged over the
last cighty years. Vice Admiral [ickling
reganded the pool us the finest on the fiver
prior to the flood, if not the finest in the
world. After the flood he weote “ft is stiil a
ver ) fine pool, althongh its beawuy lzas been
merred. Deetict hee-trinks clutter ufr the
Joreshore and the grassy bank at the lower
cnd bas been washed aiay”.




Yhe Mafor fores pool Is
i)' world famoies

Hickling describes how Alec Clark and his
next door ncighbour Henry Hickton would
two or three times a day leave a notice on
their front door “Back in 10 ntinutes”,
wander down the 30 metres in their carpet
slippers and almost invasiably ¢nd up witha
lish le also describes lishing the pool with a
fricnd one cold but sunny morning and
hearing a terrific splash. “Prd's u egfish we
said together lonkitg up.And so itwas. a 180
pounderAcross the rirer was a naked bodyy
swimmiing m the iy water; i was Moore
Hunter. 80 if a day, taking bls darly dip
Hardy chaps these New Zealened farmers”

‘The Major Jones has always been the provi-
«lence of the downstream wetfly angler [n
pre Tongariro Power Development days
when the river was a lot larger and more
boisterous than today unglers fished with
relatively crude sinking lines such as those
made of silk or dressed with powdered lend
or tar These lines sank poorly compared to
modern sinking lines yet the pool regulacly

vielded limit bags. Interestingly Hickling
(1960) shows the lies of the fish being prin-
cipally on the inside of the bend out of the
main current

In the 1980's with the advent of nymph
fishing anglers soon realised the very head of
the pool was a good spot for this method but
the majority of the pool remains too wide
and deep for anyone other than the wetfly
angler waist deep in the water There is prob.
ably no other pool in the Taupo fishery
which retuins such a1t umeless feel about it.
The hne of anglers wading chest deep in
their dark jackets and fishing their sinking
lines could justas casily be 40 years ago.
Access to the Major Jones pool is via rhe
swing bridge just upstrcam which most
people know as the Major Jones bridge.
However it is morc correctly called the
Birches swing bridge, so named after Bert
and Effic Bolton's property which it origi-
nally adjoined on the true left bank.




Protecting Your Fishery

Life for a young troutinTaupo is a big chal-
lenge. Tt starts while still in the egg lying
within the ventitated gravels of a spawning
stream. T his ¢ £ has to sut'vive the effects of
scasonal floods, being dug up by other
spawning fish or disturbed
through the  activity of
humans or animals in the
bed. The
young fish which
cmerges  fiaces
being  swept
away or
stranded by
floods,
predation
by fish
and shags

stream

i impor-

tion from
h i [
¥ brothers
- and  sisters
B for food and a
<% place to live.
The chances of
surviving the 18
months or so before it
- enters the lake are slight.
" But that is not the end of the
hazards. We then proceed to fish for
it while as an immature fishin the lake oras
a2 mature fsh making it's own spawning

Fishy itlegellty netted June
2001.A traste and a
tareal 1o the Taifo
Jishery:

migntion backup the river

Those fish which overcome all these obsta
cles and the continuous barrage of hooks
become the flag bearers for the Taupo
fishery:They are incredibly important fish as
the whole future of the fishery rests on
them. For this reason the areas of the strecam
where they spawn are closed off t0 anglers
s0 they can do their thing in peace.
Managing the fishery involves trying to
maximise the angling opportunities while
ensuring suf'ticient fish spawn to maintain
the fish stocks for fiiture years. Many of our
regulations are designed to ensure that
cnough fish reach the redds. For eximplc the
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size and daily bag limits Similarly much of
our managementcf fort goes into monitoting
the productivity of the fishery and the
impact of angling harvest to ensure the
restrictions arc appropriate.

However all of these cffiorts are of little avail
if someone poaches those surviving fish out
of the spawning strcam. Not only are the
egps of the poached fish lost but many of
those already in the gravels will have been
crushed or distuebed. While all genuine
anglers abhor such activities the angler who
rcgularly exceeds the daily bag limit is also
having a big impact. The bag limit is set to
ensuee sullicient fish survive to spawn,ifitis
regularly ignored then it follows there will
be too few fish spawning

As a conscquence a lot of our effat also goes
ifto controlling the illegal take of trout
Some of our activities arc apparent (0
anglers. many though nced to remain confi-
dential for obvious reasons. Needless to say
there will be a few of you reading this who
might be surprised to know how closely
your actions have been scrutinised.
Successful enforcement is not just co.rfined
to planned work programmes but also
includesresponding to activities reported by
anglers. We know that many anglers are
reluctant to pass on information or *clob in”
fellow fishers. Often anglers stew and grizzle
about things they see on the river or lake and
only pass the information on at a later time,
mindful that such situations can ruin a
pleasant day While this information can be
used for planning future operations it is of
limited viilue However when calls are placed
imniediately an activity is noticed our
chances of a successfiil apprehension are
greatly increased. Any information we
receive is in the strictest confidence se
please let us know as soon as you sec some
thing untoward.Therc isa phone numberon
your licence which will put you in contact
with a conservancy duty officer 24 hours a
day The duty officer will organise fishery
staffto respond who often will wish te speak
to you direct to confirm details so if you can
please leave a contact number



This ycar there is a marked upturn in
poaching activity on some’Taupo streams alter
seveal very quiet winters. This is not unex-
pected.The quict period reflected that we put
alot of effortand had a lot of success through
the mid 1990's which acted as a major deter-
rent. However people are once again starting
to visit known poaching arcas. Just as our
success acts as a deterrent we are well aware
that it only takes a couple of groups to help
themselves for the word to get around and
encouiage others to have a go. As a consc-
quence we are again putting more resources
into controling these activities.

As part of this your assistance by providing
information when you witness poaching
activity will be greatly appreciated and a posi-
tive contribution towaris looking after your
fishery.

IFYOU SEE ILLEGAL
ACTIVITY

= Note specitic dee
identity of the offenders, how many,

Is rcluing 0 the

who is doing what and any vchicle

1o not approach tie offiznders. It just
alerts them chat they have heen sden
and they” will cither leave (to poach
somcwhere clse some other time) or
you run the risk of an ugly contronta-
tion. Similarly do not teuch or remove
nets which  signi
reduces our chances of apprehcnding
the offenders.

any  sct antly

Call usimmediately viacell phone or as
s00n as possihlk
a1 cell phone place the fishery phone:

aftzrvands [f you carry

numhcr in its memory: During offic:
hours ¢:tll (07) 386 8607 or itflerhours
ends phone 8800362 468,

Mighty River Power

A Change of Appreach

In the last addition of Target Yeufre we
identified a number of concerns about the
process. conclusions drawn and outcomes
suggested by Mighty River Power in its
pursuit of resource consents €0 continuc
the opciation of the Waikato hydro
scheme. This concern was shared by a
number of pariies.

Since then Mighty River has
proposed a new approach to identifying
issues and resolving concerns regar:ling the
operation of the scheme The Department
of Conservation's team has met on a number

Power

of occasions with Mighty River Power t0
agree on a new relationship for combining
the generation and environmental needs of
the Waikato system. A group has been set up
involving environment:l agencies including
Fish and Game New Zealand, Forest and Bird
and the Wildfowlers' Association. This group
is currently in the process of identifying and
clarifying environmentalissues and looking
at ways in which those issucs can be best
managed.

While the outcomes of this process are at
this stage unclear the parties ar¢ now
alking 10 cach other and not across each
other, which is a positive development. For
the Department of Conservation,
perspective has not chunged significamly
and the concerns we originally iaised
about the scheme operation and its effects
remain. However.

our

there have bcen a
number of alternative methods riised for
resolving our concerns which must be
looked at.

Anglers and game hunters with :m interest
in the protection of the river and lakes
hubitat around which much of your
pursuits arc based need to retain an
interest in this project. As always these
resource management processes take ume
to reach their conclusions but it remains
imporiant that the community is involved
in determining critical outcomes. For more
informarioty on the Mighty River Power
consents, people should contact Don
Scarlett of Mighty River Power in Hamilton
or one of our t¢am heie in’lnangi.
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Theend ofthe 2000/01 fishing scason also saw the end of the third yrar-long lakcTaupo
harvest survey. much to (he relief of somestaff. For the fisheries technical staff, however,
much of the work is only just about to begin. Glenn,Ber: and Michel will now analysc the
information obtained during the harvest survey and produce a comprehensive estimate of
the number of trout <:aught and taken from theTaupo fishery over the 2000/01 season. To
calculate the harvest we will first eswblish the average number of fish that anglers caught
(and kept) per hour spent fishig from angler interview data,and how much effor. anglers
put into fishing estimated from the acrial counts of boats on the lake and anglers in the
rivers.From these components, a total catch and harvest can then be derived. @therinfor-
mation obtained during the survey such as angler demogeaphics and experience will also
be summarised. Anglers were asked about their level of famibarity with thefishery, where
they came from, whether they were guided, and so on. By comparing the results with past
surveysin 1990/91 and 1995/96 we can asscss teends in harvest which are likely to afifect
the sustainability of the fishery, and manage any impacts accordingly.

The survey placed considerable pressure on financial and staff resources At some point
every fisherics staff member has contributed to the survey. To improve the accuracy of the
survey, the survey methodology requircd that many of the surveys were undertaken during
public holidays or weekends, annd as can be imagined at times this cequired a considerable
cffort from staff and compromise from their families.To give a better idea of the scale of
cffon involved, approximately 1600 angler interviews were done on the rivers, 750 at the
r.ver mouths and lake edge (many at night) and over 4000 intervicws at the LakeT:aupo boat
ramps. Rangers also weighed and mecasured over €00 fish that anglers had kept during the
season.

The Department of Conservation would like 1o thank and acknowledge all those who
contributed to the success of the survey. Thanks to those anglers who gave a few minutes
of their time to ansivwcr our questions We appreciate that some anglers were interviewed
several times throughout the star and some were almost as familiac with the questions as
the staff!t Litk¢ Taupo chanmer boat operators played a significant role by providing infor
mation cclating to over 500 trips and allowing us to place an identification sticker on their
boats which enabled us to count them separately during the boat counts, Thiswas the first
time we had tred to estimate the guided harvest this way and the assistance we received
from local guides has ensured the success of this approach.

Thanks also to Taupo Air Services for providing aircrafit and pilots when we requirced
Changes to schedules were often made at short notice but no flights werc misscd owing to
aiccraft being unavailable. Finally. special thanks must be made to our LakeTaupo harvest
survey staff, Rowena Cudby. Gordon Edwards and Bruce Abrisham. Many of you will have
mect them on the boat ramps conducting interviews and almost all of the 4000 lake intee
vicws were done by these staff. No thanks though te the weuthce For the first timein many
years we werc regulacly unable to complete scheduled flights owing to low cloud or feg.
Just another exampile of the unusual weather patterns over the past 12 months.

Whilst the full harvest survey is only undertaken every fifth year, we will continue to
monitor the harvest in the curcem and coming scasons with a smaller version of the full
survey: This will be done as part of our usual licence checks. The results from the harvest
survey report will be provided in a future issuc of Zarget Taupe



Team Profile
JOHN CARMAN (etow ity

‘This winter John is one of our tap operators,
collecting data to give an indication of the
spawning runs in the streams.

Jobn was born and bred in Masterton and
moved to ‘lurangi four years ago with his
partner Donna. In 1999 he obtained a six
moyth summer conuact with the DOC
Tongariro/Taupo Area working in the track
maimenance and weed programme. John
returned for another term in the summer of
2000.

John c¢njoys [carning about the arca and
scecing and doing things that a lot of people
don’t get to experience. [ie hopes to secure
a  permanent  position  within  the
Department.

Tramping, mountainecring, reading, travel
and motorcycling are among his interests.
He gets a few strange looks when he walks
into work with his lcathers and helmet on
and cven stranger looks when he rides his
bike with his waders on. Apparently he has
no other way of carrying them

DAVID MCLAY (etow righty

David is in his second season of being a fish
uap operator He is no stranger to the area

having been born and bred in Turangi. He
enjoys the lifestyle and opportunities that
are inherent to the job, and considers it an
honour to be directly involved within the
trout monitoring project. ‘With a strong
Jamity Interest in conservation and
angling that extends seyeral generations
befere me, it seems emly natural that 1
continue the trend” David assures us that
amidst the peaceful and relaxing setting of
the trap lies seme fairly tense and tirit 1g situ-
ations. “Taming a jlooding river can be
somewhbat of & challenge it is not wnusual
to e working around the ciock deating
with a few bundwd fish and a rising river
when the rains come”

David's long term plans arc to become an
international pilot. He started his aviation
adventures while still attending high school
and gained his wings at the age of 18.
David’s professional aviation career will
begin carly next year where he will based at
Taupo

In his spare timie, David cnjoys fishing,
hunting, music, socialising and anything to
do with aviaion.
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Tauranga-Taupo Fi shl\ng
Lodge

Lake Taupo ¢ New Zealand
Right next to the
Trvranga-Tunpo River

® Maetels - Cabias- Camping Ground
@ Liecnsed Restaurant & Bae

® Fich deaning room &¢ ficezce

@ Fihing guide available

Ph: (07) 386 8385 @ Fax: (07) 386 8386
Hoses: Keven, Irene, Chris & Rachel.

FaG 335

The Store - Te Rangi Ita

The gateway to the famous
Tauranga - Taupo River
» Comprehesive fishing tazkle shop, hire wader s, guide
* Hungy toevt cafe home ceoking, cappucino, eXpeessa,
yummy breakfast, lunches
+ Petrol, dissel aud we! lstxled groceries.
Stella & Pete
Ph: {07) 386 8933 Fax:{07) 3860497

TURANG' SMOKEHOUSE

and DEL|
Trout Ir']“ MAF lnspected and
Smoking approved premises.
— Just Dring it oy V)| World famaus hot smoke
4 | techrique. Vacuum
=Homehill ‘ packed for extended
processing avallable shelf life.

Smoked ProduGts - /ajlablc cxieck

: vomsen salants (six favours Wheteor slived)
Chlclecns, 532 & (sreked & cooked weady 1o ext)
= Sstmon (kot 02 <old smoked}

Venisan pastrami {sicd & inieelcpved packs)

: Bicfpastrami {slise d & entocdcancd packs)
Keslee {<lined e inmrlcaved packs)

Mison ineot1ooe (epoked nsady 1o ot)

Middtle bacon (dauble smoked, superd Navous

ORDERS: Phone/Fax {07) 386 0235
or Afh {07) 386 8454

A more comprehensive peice (ISt i available on reques!

IOTNeNR>

WILDERNESS
ADVENTURES

Fly F:shlng -.

« Navice — Master
* Loca! ar Back Cauntty
« Alf Gear Supplied

For “Simply the Best” Adventiire
Let UsGuide You

Phone/Fax: (07) 378 4514
e-mail: ian@wildernessco.nz
PO Box 1725, Taupo, NI

GUIDED

FLy FISHING

on the Mighty Tongario River
& LaKe Taupo Tributries
Full Tuition & Quality Tackle
with
KEN DRUMMOND
PHONE (07) 386 0411
P.O. BOX 186 TURANGI

Emeil:fly1rom@xtraco e
MEMBER: NZ PROFESSIONAL GUIDESASSN.

@eredith Hoyg gp |

3 m&muw)

b,

Organising a fishing trip or getaway
with fricnds?

We have self-conmainesd groundflooe 1cconu nodstion

o afl dse home: conorts and sunenilivs Just off
Sone Eighway @nc. 10kms oorth of Turangl,

@verooks Lake Tiupd. OIF steeet putang for vour

et and vehicles. Minuces to Motuoapa Macina and
fzmeus Fishing rivens Meals avadable 3 axquiscd

Ph 07 386 5266 rax 7 386 5270

= ot meredith. honse®atraco ux 7

Y2kl ands

MOTOR LODGE
TURANG |

MOTEL COMPLEX,
CONFERENCE CENTRE, MOTORHOME PARK

31 Comfariable Aocomodsfion Units 21 in 75 acnes of

P arkland « Conharemee Hall and equipMam availat’e + 20 point

Miotorhamo Bar & a na arenities BIOCK - jicersad Restauran

1 ural.cesssl SWIMMING pool ‘TLIII}G\.J"'
ar i

ot A
Gty

ENR SHT: HIGHWAY QNE AND ARAHOR| STR » £.0. BDX 142+
W ZEALAND  SICHE: 973867515 FAX: 073867509

ltDO Giohug (0000456 284) \VedsierHttps/ peidands co.nz

\

+ Right on the Bank; of the world famous
Tongatiro River
= Inexpensive siverside asommod:acion
Woubles from $43 per night
» Large shared Kitcher/dining room wich all facilitics
* TV founge with open fite and sun decls
* Fishing Guides availabte

15 Taupehi Road,Turang;i,
New Zealand
Ph (07) 3868-150

To advertise in the Taupo
Field & Stream Directory and reach 12,000
annual fishing licence holders,
contact Peter Mcintosh on (09) 579 3000

nymph and ry ﬂ\. fishi
We suppl;.f sumpfuou; ;i 'h
ust dream,

for
chnuf!eurad raft flshmg e>pc

We also run family white water rthng frips.
For Rafting and Raft Fi
Garth Oakden,
Tongariro River Rafting
PO Box 281, Turangi.

Ph: 0800 10 10 24. Fox: 07 386 6445.

Email: roffing@xira.co.nz

Creel Tackle H acse_(%

189 Taupahi Read, Turangi
Brian Scott: Phone/Fax 07 386 7929

FLY FISHING TACKLE SPEC!ALISTS
@ Quality fly tying materials

@ Hire tackle

@ Ofen 7 days

~

Central North Island Agents for:

SPORTS &
TOURS

Specialising in:-
* Fresh & Saltwater Fishing Tachle
¢ Fishing Frips

* Hunting Excwsions &
@)icn 4am for fiching
o snanenils

147 Tongariro St
Taupo,New Zealand
Ph/Fax: 0-7-378 3714, A/ 0-7- 378 7916

1 l

(Momdrer NZ Prdfessionid Guides Association)
OYER | 5 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Speciatising in oflyfishing e take fisling

@ tuition @ all tackie provided

Phone: (07) 386 8621 Fax:{07) 386 8622
Email: peter@®moneyworksca.nz
PO Box 184, Turangi




= All standards of
accomodation
from $25 per night
per person

* Self catering facilifies
and BBQ areas

* Fire side Bar

* A la Carte Restaurant
* Micro Brewery

* Spa & Sauna

* We'll even cock
your catch!

For bookings: Box 174 Turangi 2751
PH: (07) 386 7492 FAX: (07) 386 0106

$20.00 p;

FISHINGZ . .
& Trpy m*\“
ACCOMMODATION

Ph: (07) 386 5441 evenings
273 Taupahi Rd, Turangi

Fishing Guide
Ron Horton

Motuoara TURANGI
Moror Camp CasBins &
o LikeTraneaming il i/ HoLipay

bay wilh boat ramp § inarinz.
OSSPmKﬂ!cdams\ls

avens 107 Wre fislly
SlIfpEes Mg onn bedding
Fotles Lsste: Ixten, Dialag, TV,

Faiiliies axhd;
. altg lering

S ovt1 (M geapie

ow 73, T fiah
dasglag i, 880, a pocd
* 10mis|e Tirangt

* 30 mens Lo Taupe

*35 1) Ski-liiefds

* Pemaners slles awaliate

*TVnoci <880 2re 26+ M Teans
o {BHrens Pk duita o Trieghose
*Fsuclea mgamagshivea

{NDSOR LODG,,

M(ﬂ EL/CARAVAN PARK
hanui, Taupo

Drea acaﬂon on the banks
of the Tongariro River
Possibly the dosest accomnmodation te the most
pooductive trout fisheey in N2 Geacrous sized
origipal Gshermuan's kach/house, obl; seconds
from canik te pan. Propeetics with <uch loc fiom,
location, lacarion eazely appear on the market bue
this one is now offcoed tor <afe.

visii www.troutfishingcabin.co.nz
or phone 06 385 8026 ah

* Lakeside
accommodation

*» Trout fishing
* Tackle shop
s Lake charter
* Hire hoats

* Kayaks

State Highway 1
d RD2, Taupo

PHFAX; 07 378 7183

8ookings:

0800 104 321
Emait
lodge@fishwestconz

WAITAHANUI

TAXNLENE Cﬁiﬁf}l ; foz{qz

o § miag oo o i hresy
+ 30 i o ' hakapapa bl
+ Jupure e il on | el pock § brbear
+ Ut Rt (e oy J i oz e
o 11 cfmanvd s of baxt o ke vews
+ T gosk - BrSgon ¢ Oy amlandy
+ iz ba 1o 2nd Shemy s + Fiking gabes DB
o Wt 209 keandng anp = (ope tre s - Gaep ralz
Little Waihi. Tel:(07) 386 801 |
P.O.Box ||, Tokaanu. Fax:(07) 386 7513

8udget priced
ACOMAdaton,

Gt :
Onty 517 v
night, guesk
Sipply ovin
fines. Freezer
and fish smokes.
hutle service to
favourite fishing
passiei, Enjoy
one of eur free
dessens every
night, GLides
airanged

Call Clint or Janeve Green
for boolking or quote.
Ph/Fax {07) 386 8281

beilbird@reap.arg.nz

Tuangi

Holiday Cottage
toTent e

Tongariro River Area — Turangi

2 bedioom calloge plus steepaul
Sleeps 5 to 7 people
Fully fumished, availoble yeor round
3 minutes’ walk fo Major Jones poal
Hendy localion for oll fishing spols
$85 per nighl negotigble.
Good snow skiing base.

owrzx 07 386 5859 10a 025 296 6238

Winter & Sprlng
Fishermen

Fully furnished
three bedroom
cotctage
Sleeps up to 6. Walking distance to
Hinemaiaia River and rivermouth
Tariff $75 night - Deposit required
ph 07 377 6488 or 07 378 2220
John Williamson
Available: May 25 -Auvguse 14

L September 12 - December |5

River ezLake Fishing (hatf /fuil day)

Speciaity Winter Nymphing
Tvening / Night fishinyg
Novice or Experienced Anglers
All Equipment Supplicd

Mobile: 021 638 242
Tel: 07 386 0635 or: 07 377 003S
Emait u2fishtaupo@xtea.co.nz
PO Box 1585, Tanpo, N2

* 4ot o+ 4




FISHAWAY »

GUIDEDL OR GRGUIDED FISHING i/_k

Sibiated in tle remore Mokai Valley w ere the picluresque A 5
Rangiikei River meets the: sugged Ruahine Ranges. Unique
touL1isng cight 31 our doorstep

Location, locatien, fecalion New! River Relreat,
Spa Bath, Homestead, Fisherman’s Cottage, Trout
Fishing, Rafting, Tramping, Spotlight Safaris,
®amp Oul's, “Mini" Golf, Clay 8ird Shoating.

fiyfisherman.
In House!
Guide INZPFGA)

Your Hotite: Trudi & Tacklercom
Sleghen Matlock. Boal Accass to
Ph; 08 336 0354. Western bays
Fax: 06 388 5956 Uplandfishing

¥ Emait lishaway@siracanz
Web waw.larataco.m

EISHING

Luxury accommodation f (he discerning

Equipmenl available

email: info@albjonfishing.co.nz wwvw.albienti shing.canz

ot Bert s Retreat
moss | | Hatepe, Lake Taupo|

Fish the beautiful
Hinemaiaia River
3 bedroom bach to rent

Phone 06 358 9015
or 021 461 956 _q

70 Vi g 5 NNy
Kaunanawa Bistie
LICENCED RESTAERANT
at the Kaimanawa Ledge. Tuiangi

Delicious food
for hungry [ishermen
1OSTS: Jim Bewring & Lynne Rose

258 Taupah) Road

honc 07 386 8709 IFax 07 486 8768
Mobile 023 774 078

Email kaimanawa.bistro@xiraco.nz 3

Subscribe
for two at

treut fishing and « day Fully
guided upland game bird
sheeting, Value $4000

Treetops Lstate and 1edge, located on 1800 hectares of secluded and

exclusive wilderness in the heart of New Zeafand's famed thermal region, |

is a carefully/managed game and wildlife habitat which offers dre
discerning teaveller an unparalleled sporting and recreational experi-
ence. Worldelass stag hunting, upland game bird and water fowl

shooting, and trout fishing in no less than seven sireams and lakes. are

only a few of the chalJenging activities available,
Treeteps Lodge Beokings/Enquiries:

Ph (#9) 579 1187 - Fax (09} 579 7421, Email: info@treetops.co.nz. Website: www.trcetops.co.nz
= WinNee to choose convenient datesbui tiese witl. e sulject (0 availabiliy at Txcetops Lodge Packagr dose not indude rave] cos: te and from Trocteps Lodge in Rotoiua

Subscribe to Fish & Gaine for $25 now to be in to win

Wien vou subscribe, or renew your subscription to £ish & Game New Zealand magarine, you get one vear of infiirmed reading

gl T et e L)

Mame

Adduess —
Town —  Phone

Subscripiions Tor:) 3 1 M Bindecs € $19.95 ¢a.

ONen-Sebacniption DRenewal Sibscripsion OBacklssuesRequined fmeoor 8 $6.95¢2
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and plenty of Rew Zealand’s unique wild habitat, plus
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How do you judge success?
Often it is as simple as when and
how you spend your money. The type
of investment, the quality of the
products one spends one's money on.

At Haines Hunter you'll find a
philosophy that fits the criteria of
the prudent investor.

+ Boats built to last. Made with
the very best, leading edge material
to a design perfected over time and
proven to give a ride envied by
others. The SF 600 is proof positive

" of this commitment.

All round this boat boat that will always give you the

LI

reflects performance and best returns on the water or on
quality. Hand crafted the boat yard.
2.{ with detailed care and Invest in quality...Invest in the
“Cwan  thought, to give you a Haines Hunter SF 600.

TR EEE S E CRET 1 S I N T T EIERE : i
- Haines Hunter NZ Ltd, 8 Cawley Street or P. 0. Box 11015, Ellerslie, Auckland, New Zealand. Phone 09 579 9661, Fax 09 525 0173 CPE

CAESCENDO 15322
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