
Wairakei Canopy Tour Resource Consent and Concession 
Application– Submission of Support template 

EMAIL TO: 
Department of Conservation: permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz attn. Karina Evans 
Taupō District Council: info@taupo.govt.nz 
Roam Consulting: rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz  

DEADLINE: 
March 27th 2020 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
SUBJECT LINE:  
Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 
and Concession application 64297-OTH 

EMAIL CONTENT:  

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the 
Department of Conservation (application number 64297-OTH) and Taupō District Council 
(application number RM190270) for consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

NAME (including business / organisation and job title if relevant): Daniel Truss 
CONTACT EMAIL: 
CONTACT PHONE: 
CONTACT ADDRESS: 

I SUPPORT 

SUGGESTED TEXT (Choose the paragraphs that are relevant for you. Feel free to personalise 
this section – it will give your submission more weight in the consenting process): 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS:  The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō and will be 
popular with visitors and locals. The proposed development will create jobs and provide 
employment training to locals. It will also increase the breadth of tourism offerings in the 
area, therefore attracting a wider range of visitors and creating a stronger year-round 
destination.  

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration 
work including 7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of trapping 
lines for pest control. This will have a net positive environmental impact on the Waikato 
River Corridor, helping restore the area to a place filled with native trees and birdsong. 
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COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community 
to restore and protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be 
positive for the Taupō community and the activity will enhance recreation opportunities 
around the river.  The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important 
layer of cultural insight to the project.   
 
SUMMARY 
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and 
consistent with the existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans 
also minimise ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and visual effects.  
 
 
I DO WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL (delete as appropriate)  
DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN-PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING (delete as appropriate):  
I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING 
A SIMILAR SUBMISSION (delete as appropriate) 
 
 
 
Ngā mihi / Kind regards 
 

 



Wairakei   Canopy   Tour   Resource   Consent   and   Concession  
Applica�on–   Submission   of   Support   

DEADLINE:  
March   27 th    2020  

SUBJECT  
Submission   in   support   of   Wairakei   canopy   Tour   Resource   Consent   applica�on   RM190270   and  
Concession   applica�on   64297-OTH  

To   whom   it   may   concern  

This   is   a   submission   in   support   of   Sky   Play   Adventures’    Huka   Falls   Ecotour   applica�on    to   the  
Department   of   Conserva�on   (applica�on   number   64297-OTH)   and   Taupō   District   Council  
(applica�on   number   RM190270)   for   consent   to   develop   the   Wairakei   Canopy   Tour   

CONTACT   EMAIL:   
CONTACT   PHONE:   
CONTACT   ADDRESS:   

I   SUPPORT    THIS   APPLICATION   BECAUSE  

ECONOMIC   BENEFITS:  

The   Ecotour   will   be   a   significant   a�rac�on   for   Taupō   and   will   be   popular   with   visitors   and  
locals.   The   proposed   development   will   create   jobs   and   provide   employment   training   to  
locals.   It   will   also   increase   the   breadth   of   tourism   offerings   in   the   area,   therefore   a�rac�ng  
a   wider   range   of   visitors   and   crea�ng   a   stronger   year-round   des�na�on.   Our   town   needs   to  
step   up   to   the   mark   with   tourism   to   compete   with   others   in   the   surrounding   regions   and   this  
is   a   step   in   the   right   direc�on   along   with   some   other   projects   happening   in   the   Town.  

ENVIRONMENTAL   BENEFITS:   
The   project   proposal   includes   significant   ecological   restora�on   work   including   7.25   hectares  
of   weed   removal   and   na�ve   plan�ng,   and   7kms   of   trapping   lines   for   pest   control.   This   will  
have   a   net   posi�ve   environmental   impact   on   the   Waikato   River   Corridor,   helping   restore   the  
area   to   a   place   filled   with   na�ve   trees   and   birdsong.  

COMMUNITY   BENEFIT:   
The   proposal   will   support   the   exis�ng   work   of   the   Taupō   community   to   restore   and   protect  
the   Waikato   River   Corridor.   The   addi�onal   jobs   created   will   also   be   posi�ve   for   the   Taupō  
community   and   the   ac�vity   will   enhance   recrea�on   opportuni�es   around   the   river.    The  
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partnership   with   Tauhara   North   No.   2   Trust   will   add   an   important   layer   of   cultural   insight   to  
the   project.   
 
SUMMARY;  
I   support   the   development   because   the   design   is   sensi�ve   to   the   environment   and  
consistent   with   the   exis�ng   tourism   and   recrea�on   ac�vi�es   within   the   area.    Project   plans  
also   minimise   ecological,   noise,   traffic,   landscape   and   visual   effects.   
 
 
I    DO   NOT    WISH   TO   KEEP   MY   DETAILS   CONFIDENTIAL   
I    DO   NOT    WISH   TO   MAKE   AN   IN-PERSON   SUBMISSION   AT   A   HEARING   
I    WOULD     CONSIDER   PRESENTING   A   JOINT   CASE   AT   A   HEARING   IF   OTHERS   ARE   MAKING   A  
SIMILAR   SUBMISSION   
 
 
 
Ngā   mihi   /   Kind   regards  
 
Jus�n   O’Callaghan  



1

Karina Evans

From: Tony Orr 
Sent: Friday, 27 March 2020 1:24 p.m.
To: Permissions Christchurch; <info@taupo.govt.nz>; rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and 

Concession application 64297-OTH

To whom it may concern 

 This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the Department of 
Conservation (application number 64297‐OTH) and Taupō District Council (application number RM190270) for 
consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour 

I fully support the application. 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS: The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō and will be popular with visitors and 
locals. The proposed development will create jobs and provide employment training to locals. It will also increase 
the breadth of tourism offerings in the area, therefore attracting a wider range of visitors and creating a stronger 
year‐round destination. Given the current situation in NZ with Covid 19, once tourism is back online Taupo will need 
and many Tourist ventures to attract our share of the market.  

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration work including 7.25 
hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of trapping lines for pest control. This will have a net 
positive environmental impact on the Waikato River Corridor, helping restore the area to a place filled with native 
trees and birdsong. 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community to restore and protect 
the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be positive for the Taupō community and the 
activity will enhance recreation opportunities around the river.  The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will 
add an important layer of cultural insight to the project.  

SUMMARY 

I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and consistent with the existing 
tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans also minimise ecological, noise, traffic, landscape 
and visual effects.  

I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL.         

I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN‐PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING. 

I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING A SIMILAR SUBMISSION 
(delete as appropriate) 

Tony Orr 
CEO/Director  
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Helisika Limited  
07 3842816 
Email: info@helisika.co.nz 
Website: www.helisika.co.nz 
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Karina Evans

From:
Sent: Friday, 27 March 2020 2:48 p.m.
To: Permissions Christchurch; info@taupo.govt.nz; rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei Canopy Tour Resource consent application RM190270 and 

Concession application 64297-OTH

Wairakei Canopy Tour Resource Consent and Concession Application– Submission of Support template 

DEADLINE: 
March 27th 2020 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
SUBJECT LINE: 
Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and Concession 
application 64297‐OTH 

EMAIL CONTENT: 

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ HukaFalls Ecotour application to the Department of 
Conservation (application number 64297‐OTH) and Taupō District Council (application number RM190270) for 
consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

NAME: James Bothamley 
CONTACT EMAIL:   
CONTACT PHONE:   
CONTACT ADDRESS:   

I SUPPORT THIS APPLICATION BECAUSE of the reasons listed below but also because Taupo is a world renowned 
tourist attraction and this venture will greatly assist in attracting tourists back to the region following the Covid‐19 
pandemic. 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS: The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō and will be popular with visitors and 
locals. The proposed development will create jobs and provide employment training to locals. It will also increase 
the breadth of tourism offerings in the area, therefore attracting a wider range of visitors and creating a 
stronger year‐round destination.  

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration work including 7.25 
hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of trapping lines for pest control. This will have 
a net positive environmental impact on the Waikato River Corridor, helping restore the area to a place filled with 
native trees and birdsong. 
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COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community to restore and protect 
the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be positive for the Taupō community and the 
activity will enhance recreation opportunities around the river. The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will 
add an important layer of cultural insight to the project.   
  
SUMMARY 
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and consistent with 
the existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans also minimise 
ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and visual effects.  
  
  
I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL  
 
I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN‐PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING (delete as appropriate):  
I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING A SIMILAR 
SUBMISSION  
  
  
  
Ngā mihi / Kind regards 
  
James Bothamley 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Karina Evans

From: Casey Marriott 
Sent: Friday, 27 March 2020 3:32 p.m.
To: Permissions Christchurch; info@taupo.govt.nz; rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and 

Concession application 64297-OTH

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the Department of 
Conservation (application number 64297‐OTH) and Taupō District Council (application number RM190270) 
for consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

NAME: Casey Marriott  
CONTACT EMAIL:   
CONTACT PHONE:   
CONTACT ADDRESS:   

I support this application because I believe it will provide significant economic and environmental benefits 
to the Taupō region.  

From an economic perspective I believe it will compliment and expand on the current tourism product 
offerings in the area, helping to attract a diverse demographic of international and domestic tourists and 
encouraging longer stays in the region. The development will also create more jobs in the local tourism 
sector, which is so important at this time when contemplating what the tourism industry landscape may 
look like post Covid19, which may see the potential for a number of skilled tourism service workers 
throughout New Zealand looking for employment. 

I also believe the Ecotour will greatly add to the environmental conservation initiatives in the region and in 
particular around the Waikato River, with its proposed native planting and pest control programmes. I 
believe the operation through these programmes, will certainly increase the biodiversity and habitat for 
wildlife to thrive in the area, as well as provide meaningful environmental education to locals and visitors 
to the region. 

In summary, I support the Huka Falls Ecotour development because it compliments and expands on 
existing tourism in the region, provides additional tourism sector job opportunities and proposes 
environmental programmes that will contribute to the biodiversity of the Taupō region and educate on 
how to protect and enhance the environment. 

I DO WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL           
I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN‐PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING  
I  WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING A SIMILAR 
SUBMISSION 

Ngā mihi / Kind regards 

Submission #41



2

�� ������� 
Casey Marriott 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant

64297-OTH Sky Play Adventures Limited 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location

Establishment and ongoing operation of a zipline over part of Huka Falls Scenic Reserve, Taupo 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Enterprise Great Lake Taupo 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

Kylie Hawker-Green, General Manager 

Murray McCaw, Chairman 

Email 

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication 

Phone/Mobile  

Postal Address and Post Code  

☐ I wish to keep my contact details confidential

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

64297-OTH Sky Play Adventures Limited 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Establishment and ongoing operation of a zipline over part of Huka Falls Scenic Reserve, Taupo 

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Kylie Hawker-Green 
 

Organisation  
 

Enterprise Great Lake Taupo 

Date 27 March 2020 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

☒   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

☐   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☒   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Permissions Application Number – 64297-OTH 

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 

All of it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

On behalf of the Board of Enterprise Great Lake Taupo, we are writing to submit in support of the 
resource consent application for Sky Play Adventures Ltd. 
Enterprise Great Lake Taupo is the economic development agency for the Taupo district, and we are 
charged with growing the local economy.  Our strategic objectives are closely aligned to those of 
Taupo District Council, in that we wish Taupo district to be the home of competitive, innovative and 
sustainable business. 
We believe there are many significant areas of positive impact that will realised if this development 
proceeds. 
Our Board received a presentation from the developers and we were impressed by the diligent and 
thorough planning that was clearly demonstrable. 
We are excited with this proposal to bring a new and innovative world class visitor activity to our 
district. 
We believe Dept of Conservation should grant a Concession to Sky Play Adventures Ltd to construct a 
zipline over and along the Waikato River, and for the home base on Huka Falls Road; 

• We believe this project is genuinely synergistic with the aims and aspirations for tourism product 

development for our district. 

• We believe the site chosen, and the zipline path identified, provides unique access to experience the 

might of the Waikato River, in an environmentally sustainable way.  

• We are impressed with the partnership approach shown by local iwi, Ngati Tahu (trading as Tauhara 

North No 2 in this instance) and we support their plans to provide training and employment 

opportunities for young Maori in our district.   

• Whilst we are not experts in conservation, the developers plans to build new walking tracks, undertake 

ecological replanting and weed control are further benefits from this project. 

• We believe this development will be a catalytic activity with regards to attracting new visitors to our 

district and encouraging them to stay longer.   

• Taupo district urgently requires development of new tourism activity – we are falling behind due to lack 

of investment in this area.   

• Extending and enhancing the tourism offering in a wider Wairakei corridor is an identified priority in the 

Taupo District Council ‘District Economic Strengthening Study’ and in our Strategic Plan. 

• This development will directly create new jobs and generate GDP for our local economy.   

o At a minimum of five FTE jobs, paying a median rate of $45,000 p/a and using the standard 5x 

multiplier effect, an additional $1.125m is generated for our local economy annually. 

o At the forecast 35 jobs created, we could forecast up to $7.8m boost to our local economy. 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 
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N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz attn. Karina Evans.  You may 

also mail your objection and submission to: Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, 

Christchurch Permissions Team, Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140 

 

mailto:permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz


To Whom it may concern

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures' Huka Falls Ecotour applicotion to the
Department of Conservation (application number 64297-ATH) and Taup6 District Council
(application number RM190270) for consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour

Adrienne D Walker - Director, Lake Taupo Cruises.

.

I SUPPORT THIS APPLICATION BECAUSE;

ECONOMIC BENEFITS: The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for the Taupo region for a
number of reasons. The proposed development will create many new jobs in the area
especially for the local people giving them the opportunity of training and gaining new skills.
The attraction will add to the range of activities the Taupo region has on offer, it will be
popular with both visitors and locals and make the destination more attractive for visitors
year -round. lt will help support the region in the quiet shoulder season when the area
struggles to hold good tourism numbers.

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration
work including7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, and Tkms of trapping
lines for pest control. This will have a net positive environmental impact on the Waikato
River Corridor, helping restore the area to a place filled with native trees and birdsong.

COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taup6 community
to restore and protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additionaljobs created will also be
positive for the Taupo community and the activity will enhance recreation opportunities
around the river. The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important
layer of cultural insight to the project.

SUMMARY
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and
consistent with the existing tourism and recreation activities within the area. Project ptans
also minimise ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and visual effects.

I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL

I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN-PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING.
I WOULD CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING A
SIMILAR SUBMISSION.

Kind regards

1o3,fu,
LAKE TAUPO CRUISES

Submission #43



1

Karina Evans

From: Ged Donald 
Sent: Friday, 27 March 2020 4:41 p.m.
To: Permissions Christchurch; Taupō District Council:; Roam Consulting:
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and 

Concession application 64297-OTH

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the Department of 
Conservation (application number 64297‐OTH) and Taupō District Council (application number RM190270) 
for consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

Gerard Donald Waitonui Milltrust AH Ltd  Director  
  

 
  

I SUPPORT THIS APPLICATION BECAUSE  

ECONOMIC BENEFITS:  The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō and will be popular with 
visitors and locals. The proposed development will create jobs and provide employment training to locals. 
It will also increase the breadth of tourism offerings in the area, therefore attracting a wider range of 
visitors and creating a stronger year‐round destination.  The location has significant benefit of bring a 
wider breath of people to the area and region. 

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration work including 
7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of trapping lines for pest control. This will 
have a net positive environmental impact on the Waikato River Corridor, helping restore the area to a 
place filled with native trees and birdsong. 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community to restore and 
protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be positive for the Taupō 
community and the activity will enhance recreation opportunities around the river.  The partnership with 
Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important layer of cultural insight to the project.   

SUMMARY 
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and consistent with the 
existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans also minimise ecological, noise, 
traffic, landscape and visual effects.  

I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL
I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN‐PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING  
I WOULD CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING A SIMILAR 
SUBMISSION 
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Ngā mihi / Kind regards 
  
  

Ged Donald 
Director 

Gardon Limited  
 Tel: +64 07 217 7217 
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Karina Evans

From: Nelson Family 
Sent: Friday, 27 March 2020 5:06 p.m.
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and 

Concession application 64297-OTH

To whom it may concern 

This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the Department of 
Conservation (application number 64297‐OTH) and Taupō District Council (application number RM190270) 
for consent to develop the Wairakei Canopy Tour  

NAME (including business / organisation and job title if relevant): Pam Nelson 
CONTACT EMAIL:      
CONTACT PHONE:   
CONTACT ADDRESS:   

I SUPPORT THIS APPLICATION BECAUSE (delete as appropriate) 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS: The Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō and will be popular with 
visitors and locals. The proposed development will create jobs and provide employment training to locals. 
It will also increase the breadth of tourism offerings in the area, therefore attracting a wider range of 
visitors and creating a stronger year‐round destination.  

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration work including 
7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of trapping lines for pest control. This will 
have a net positive environmental impact on the Waikato River Corridor, helping restore the area to a 
place filled with native trees and birdsong. 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community to restore and 
protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be positive for the Taupō 
community and the activity will enhance recreation opportunities around the river.  The partnership with 
Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important layer of cultural insight to the project.   

SUMMARY 
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and consistent with the 
existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans also minimise ecological, noise, 
traffic, landscape and visual effects.  

I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL  
I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN‐PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING (delete as appropriate):  
I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING A SIMILAR 
SUBMISSION (delete as appropriate) 

Ngā mihi / Kind regards 
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Pam Nelson 



Taupō Business Chamber    |    info@Taupōchamber.co.nz    |    www.Taupōchamber.co.nz 

Taupō Business Chamber 
PO Box 2377 
Taupō 
07 217 2177 

27 March, 2020 

TAUPŌ BUSINESS CHAMBER SUPPORT FOR PROPOSED WAIRAKEI CANOPY TOURS 
APPLICATION RM190270 AND CONCESSION APPLICATION 64297-OTH 

To whom it may concern, 

The Taupō Business Chamber exists to support business growth and vitality throughout 
the Taupō region. We represent 220 members who employ the full time equivalent of 
over 1,600 staff. Our members cover a wide range of sectors such as tourism, trade, 
financial services, retail, primary industries, education, plus business to business services. 

We see the proposed development of the Wairakei Canopy Tour by Sky Play Adventures 
Limited contributing to our goals — through the creation of jobs and assisting economic 
growth, as well as providing unique experiences for locals and visitors to the district 
year-round.  

The Taupō Business Chamber supports this venture as it will provide jobs when 
completed, estimated between 25-30, which is significant for this district. Also, potential 
beneficial investment into the economy through the use of local businesses in the 
development phase, and during its operation. 

In summary, we are pleased to support this proposed development as an opportunity 
for the region to develop new employment opportunities for locals, and supporting our 
drive for continued growth and vitality across the region. 
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30 March 2020 

Attn. Evans 
CC. Anita Porima
Department of Conservation

Tēnā koe Karina 

Regarding objection to – 64297-OTH Sky Play Adventures Limited - 
Wairakei Zipline for DOC Concession Application 

I write in my capacity as coordinator for all resource management matters effecting Nukuhau Marae. 
Nukuhau Pā is home to Tūwharetoa Hapū of Ngāti Rauhoto and Ngāti Te Urunga. We hold Mana 
Whenua1 over the lands at the northern end of Lake Taupō including Wairakei. (Note; this is not 
exclusive in some parts of our rohe or traditional areas). 

Ngāti Rauhoto and Ngāti Te Urunga hold Mana Whenua down the Waikato awa to the Wairakei 
Stream. Nukuhau Pā is situated 4.6 km from Te Huka. We  have a contemporary history in asserting 
our Rangatiratanga2 over the Wairakei whenua for many years with absolutely no opposition to our 
Mana Whenua and Ahi kā3.    

We have and are committed to protecting the environment and our Kaitiakitanga interests within our 
rohe. We tautoko our whanaunga Hapū and our Ngati Tūwharetoa entities to put forward their views 
and aspirations in this matter also.   

Nukuhau Pā on behalf of Hapū, Ngāti Rauhoto and Ngāti Te Urunga oppose the construction of this 
Zipline activity in its entirety. We particularly note that Nukuhau Pā has been engaging with the 
Zipline developer and his agents, and have issued our opposition since 2015. We have recorded 
letters and communications that clearly outlines our opposition and concerns for the negative 
impacts of the activity. However, it appears despite our consistent opposition, the applicant has 
actively evaded our concerns. To this end we view that the applicant had failed to;  

• recognise and provide for our relationship to our culture and traditions with our ancestral
lands, water, sites waahi tapu and other taonga;

• have particular regard to our kaitiakitanga of our taonga; and,

• effectively take into account the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi.

The Zipline activity has appeared to have changed in scope and course since its first conception in 
2015. According to maps in the 2019 AEE of the activity, the lines now cross the Waikato river 5 
times, which we view has a significant impact to our cultural landscape4. Transporting people across 
the river enabling them to have exclusive views and relationship with Te Huka, detracts from our 
relationship to our taonga to the gain of the applicant and their clients. By virtue of exclusive access 
to this activity to its clients tangata whenua are disadvantaged and kaitiakitanga reduced by this 
activity. Furthermore, the zipline now appears to be running very close to our taonga known as; ‘Te 
Toka a Tia’. This is a highly significant Taonga for us and Ngati Te Urunga has a history of its 
protection (i.e. 1996 Protest and occupation at Te Huka). This is either ignorance or plain arrogance 
on the part of the developer. This action is an affront to the Mana of Ngati Te Urunga and Ngati 

1 Territorial status. 
2 Right to exercise authority. 
3 Right of Occupation 
4 It is noted in the initial plans the development did not cross the river. 

Submission #47



 

2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tūwharetoa. Therefore like 1996 we will once again be Rigorously Defending our taonga at all costs.  
 
Our role is to evaluate the effects of developments against our tikanga and kaitiakitanga. As the 
Zipline proposal stands currently, Nukuhau Pā can only opposed this development and we base this 
conclusion on the further points below; 
 

• The Waikato awa is a taonga tuku iho of our Hapū and as such development that will affect 

our relationship to it should be carefully considered and measured.  

• This activity is a ‘Thrill Ride’ where strangers past over our taonga and possibly our heads 

(especially in the case of women). This action could be taken as offensive to some people. 

This is a tikanga issue. 

• This thrill ride is not conducive to the respect for place and the natural environment that 

Hapū would expect. This is contrary to the principles of Kaitiakitanga. 

• The mauri of the awa and that river environment will be degraded if the development 

proceeds. 

• Visual pollution and associated structures in an otherwise pristine environment are not 

desirable.  

• Participants reactions to this activity cannot be predicted. (Screams, swearing, etc.) The 

uncontrollable nature of this doesn’t sit comfortably.  

• Commercialised encroachment of our space’s is an issue. People making money is in 

conflict with our rights as kaitiaki. I see no benefit to Hapū in allowing this. 

• Exclusive commercial benefit v high impact to cultural values and environment.  

• I am told there is an ancient pa site located at Station #1, this has not been addressed in the 

2017 cultural impact assessment. 

• The taonga known as ‘Te Toka a Tia’ is below one Zipline run. 

• This location and the Waikato itself is a critical taonga (cultural icon) for our Hapū. Ngati Te 

Urunga in 1996 risked arrest while protesting at Te Huka (seeking the protection of Te Toka 

a Tia).  

• Has archeologically survey done for this development? 

• Will this activity enhance this particular environment for us…The answer is No.  

• Permanence is an issue. Taupō Bungy has shown us that once it’s there it’s there forever.   

• There are many gully’s in the Wairakei Park that will more than serve the purpose of this 

attraction. Why not look at alternative valleys and gully’s that are not so culturally sensitive. 

• Entities that profit at the detriment of tangata whenua values. This is not in our best interest.  
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• We have many taonga in this area including; Taupō Moana, Te awa o Waikato, Otumuheke, 

Patuiwi, Hipapatua, Matarakutia, Waipuwerawera, Te Huka, Te Toka a Tia and numerous 

geothermal features. These Taonga are natural marvels and cultural icons to us. They are 

gifts of major importance to our Hapū as they possess Wairua (spiritual power) and Mauri 

(life force or essence).  

• There are many historic traditions and legends associated with those taonga. These form the 

identity of our Hapū / iwi. 

• We believe that our cultural values are intrinsic to the proposed location and surrounding 

landscape. How do we ensure our; IP, history, stories and other kaupapa Māori. are 

appropriately, accurately and authentically portrayed.  

• How do we ensure our IP, history, stories and other kaupapa Māori, are not misappropriated 

without our; input, permission and blessing?  

• Visual pollution, noise pollution (human shouts/screams) and associated equipment and 

structures in an otherwise natural environment is not appropriate or desirable to us. 

• Will this activity enhance this environment for us as Kaitiaki, …? The answer is No. 

 
Based on the points raised in this submission Nukuhau Pā opposes this activity in its entirety on the 
basis that the cultural and therefore environmental effects are significant and have not been 
adequately assessed or measured in line with Mana Whenua tikanga and values for this landscape.  
 
I am willing to present this submission should it go to a hearing and provide evidence of our past 
communications with applicant.  
 
 
Nāku noa nā 
 
 
 
Mr Dominic Bowden 
Nukuhau Pā, RMA Coordinator.  
(Ngati Te Urunga, Ngati Rauhoto). 

     
14 Morrison Street  
Nukuhau, Taupō. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Te Rangiita Marae 
 

Taupo 3384 

30 March 2020 

Attn. Karina Evans 
CC. Anita Porima
Department of Conservation

Tēnā koe Karina 

RE: 64297-OTH Sky Play Adventures Limited Opposition 

Te Rangiita Marae is home to Ngati Ruingarangi Hapu of Ngati Tawharetoa iwi. Te Rangiita Marae is 

based in Nukuhau whose descendants have a long standing relationship with the Waikato River and the 

northern traditional tribal boundaries of Ngati Tawharetoa. This long standing relationship includes 

Rangatira and Wairakei land blocks inclusive of other Te Hikuwai o Tuwharetoa Hapū1). Mana Whenua of 

these blocks was articulated by the tupuna2 Pohipi Tukairangi whose descendants in the Māori land court 

noted numerous cultivations and burial sites around the Huka Falls area to Kiriohinekai 3. This area and its 

cultural and environmental values are of high importance to Te Rangiita Marae and Tūwharetoa Hapū. 

Te Rangiita Marae opposes the proposed Zipline activity by Sky Play Adventures Limited. The grounds for 

this opposition is based on the significant cultural impact that this commercial activity will have crossing 

our tupuna awa o Waikato and the proximity of the zipline and its associated structures to our significant 

cultural taonga such as 'Te Toka a Tia' and Te Taheke Hukahuka (Huka Fall s). Upon review of the 

applicant's AEE appears these significant impacts are not identified or addressed their 2017 CIA report, or 

sufficient mitigations to these impacts suggested. Therefore, it is our view given significance of cultural 

history and environmental values associated to this area, that the impact on Mana Whenua is significant.  

We also note that the applicant has not engaged with Te Rangiita Marae or Ngati Ruingarangi Hapū. It is 

our expectation that a development such as this in a highly culturally rich and sensitive area would have 

robust engagements with all Mana Whenua group and entities. Unfortunately, this has not accrued and 

the support of Ngā Hapū o Tūwharetoa mentioned in the applicant's AEE does not reflect the position of 

Te Rangiita Marae or other Hapū of Te Hikuwai o Tūwharetoa. 

Without sufficient assessment of the cultural and environmental  impacts of the activity and misleading 

evidence of engagements with Mana Whenua, Te Rangiita Marae and Ngati Ruingarangi Hapū we view 

the cultural and environmental impacts of this activity as significant and we oppose this activity from 

proceeding.  

I am will ing to present this submission should it go to a hearing.  

Ngā mihi,  

Greg Stebbing 
Representative of Te Rangiita Marae 

1 Te Hikuwai o Tūwharetoa – name given to the northern cluster of Tūwharetoa Hapū who connected this area.  
2 Ancestor 
3 Stokes, E. 1991. Wairakei Geothermal Area. P19.
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 Submission by the Tūwharetoa Māori Trust Board 

concerning the: 

64297-OTH Sky Play Adventures Limited Department of Conservation 

Concession Application – Opposition 

30 March 2020 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. This submission is made by the Tūwharetoa Māori Trust Board (the Trust Board) in relation to the Sky Play
Adventures Limited - Wairakei Zipline Application for Resource Consent.

2. The Trust Board was established pursuant to the Māori Land Amendment Act 1924 and Māori Land Claims
Adjustment Act 1926. The Trust Board later became a Māori Trust Board under the Māori Trust Boards Act 1955.1

3. By Deeds with the Crown dated 28 August 1992 and 10 September 2007 the Trust Board is the legal owner of

Taupō Waters.  The term Taupō Waters refer to property including the bed, water column and air space of Lake

Taupō and the Waihora, Waihaha, Whanganui, Whareroa, Kuratau, Poutu, Waimarino, Tauranga-Taupō,

Tongariro, Waipehi, Waiotaka, Hinemaiaia and Waitahanui Rivers and the Waikato River, from the outlet of

Lake Taupō to a place known as Te Toka a Tia, downstream and inclusive of the Huka Falls.

4. The Trust Board is also a party to the Waikato River Deed with the Crown dated 31 May 2010 (the Waikato River
Deed). The Waikato River Deed was given legal effect through the Ngāti Tūwharetoa, Raukawa, and Te Arawa
River Iwi Waikato River Act 2010 (the Upper Waikato River Act).  The Waikato River Deed provides that the Crown
and the Trust Board agreed to enter into the Waikato River Deed in recognition of “the interests of Ngāti
Tūwharetoa in the Waikato River and its catchment and in Taupō Waters and to provide for the participation of
Ngāti Tūwharetoa in the co-governance and co-management arrangements in respect of the Waikato River”.2

5. The Trust Board’s relationship to Taupō Waters is unique; it holds legal title as trustee and acts as kaitiaki for

Taupō Waters.  These fiduciary responsibilities over Taupō Waters to present and future generations underpin

all the activities and aspirations of the Trust Board.

6. The Trust Board is also:

a. Party to an existing Joint Management Agreement with the Taupō District Council;3 and

b. The Iwi authority for Ngāti Tūwharetoa for the purposes of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA). 

4

TŪWHARETOA AND IMPORTANCE OF WATER 

7. Expressions of our intrinsic connection to Ngā wai o Tūwharetoa have been well documented through our iwi
planning documents, Joint Management Agreement with Taupō District Council as well as reflected at a national
level through legislation such as the National Policy Statement for Freshwater – Te Mana o te Wai.  We continue 
to express our position through the participation in numerous planning and policy processes.  They are repeated
in this submission as they form our enduring position on water within our rohe.

8. Tūwharetoa hold Mana Whenua and kaitiakitanga over the Central North Island including the Lake Taupō
Catchment and part of the Upper Waikato, Whanganui, Rangitikei and Rangitaiki Catchments.

9. Ngāti Tūwharetoa are the descendants of Ngatoroirangi and Tia and other Tūpuna who have occupied the Taupō
region since the arrival of the Te Arawa waka.  Ngāti Tūwharetoa are linked by whakapapa to our lands and 
taonga. This connection establishes our mana whenua, kaitiakitanga, and rangatiratanga including our right to
establish and maintain a meaningful and sustainable relationships between Whānau, Hapū, Marae and our 
Taonga Tuku Iho.5

10. For Ngāti Tūwharetoa, water comes from the sacred pool of our ancestor, Io.  Tāne entrusted the guardianship
of all the waterways to Tangaroa while Tāwhirimatea was assigned the guardianship over the atmospheric forms
of the water and the weather.  These two guardians hold the mauri, the essential life forces, of these forms of
water.

1   Māori Trust Boards Act 1955, section 10. 
2  Waikato River Deed, 31 May 2010, clause 8 
3 Available at https://www.taupodc.govt.nz/our-council/policies-plans-and-bylaws/joint-management-
agreements/Documents/JointManagement-Agreement.pdf    
4 See http://www.tkm.govt.nz/iwi/ngati-tuwharetoa/  
5 Lake Rotoaira and Lake Taupo Forest Trusts and the Tūwharetoa Maori Trust Board (2011) The Stewardship of Fresh Water – A 
Tūwharetoa Discussion Document.  

https://www.taupodc.govt.nz/our-council/policies-plans-and-bylaws/joint-management-agreements/Documents/JointManagement-Agreement.pdf
https://www.taupodc.govt.nz/our-council/policies-plans-and-bylaws/joint-management-agreements/Documents/JointManagement-Agreement.pdf
http://www.tkm.govt.nz/iwi/ngati-tuwharetoa/
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11. For Ngāti Tūwharetoa, our role in the Central North Island forms part of our ancestor, our earth mother
Papatūānuku. The universe and atmosphere above and around us is our sky father, Ranginui.  The geographical
pinnacle of Papatūānuku, within our rohe is our maunga (mountains) including our esteemed ancestor, Tongariro. 
To the north of Tongariro lies our inland seas, Taupō and Rotoaira. Our mauri flows from our maunga and to the 
hinterlands via the Waikato, Whanganui and Rangitaiki.  They link us directly with our neighbouring iwi.

12. This tangible natural water flow is necessary to nurture every form of life it encounters during its journey.  It is
the intangible interconnecting web that is the lifeblood of our whakapapa and enable the survival of our wellbeing
and identity as iwi, Hapū, marae, landowners and whānau.  This way of looking at our fresh water highlights a
truth we all acknowledge.  Water us our lifeblood.  Water is necessary for life.  Water is us and we are the water.6

13. We have continued to exercise our customary rights and interests over all the waterways, waterbodies and
tributaries in our rohe.  Upholding our responsibilities as Mana Whenua and Kaitiaki requires us to remain
present, active and visible in all discussions concerning wai management to ensure Te Mana o te Wai is preserved,
restored and protected.

TŪWHARETOA AND THE WAIKATO AWA 

14. The Northern Hapū of Tūwharetoa are referred to as Te Hikuwai o Tūwharetoa (Te Hikuwai7) who have a long
standing relationship with the Taupō headwaters, Waikato River and surrounding land blocks. These Hapū
collectively are the kaitiaki of these waters which extends to our tribal boundary of lake Waipapa. Te Hikuwai
Hapū also hold collective and individual Marae and Hapū  rights of Mana Whenua8 and Ahi kā9 to the lands of,
and adjacent to, the proposed Zipline activity.

15. The Waikato River has provided physical and spiritual sustenance to tangata whenua living along its catchment.
It is a source of mahinga kai, transport, healing and spiritual nourishment. This is captured in the well-known
whakataukī; ‘Waikato Taniwha rau, he piko he taniwha, he piko he taniwha’ which is a reference to the many 
bends of the river and furthermore a metaphor to the many chiefs who sit at each bend.

16. For Tūwharetoa Hapū who sit at the first bend of the Waikato river, the river and all of its tributaries are taonga
tuku iho whose waters are personified to the life-giving properties of women. This significance is represented in
the Tūwharetoa whakataukī ‘kei tuwhera tonu te puau i Nukuhau’ which means ‘so long as the Waikato River
flows from Nukuhau, so will the chieftainesses of Ngāti Tūwharetoa continue to flow  from the fountain’.

17. As Kaitiaki of the Waikato River Ngā Hapū o te Hikuwai o Tūwharetoa have an intrinsic duty to ensure the Mauri,
and the physical and cultural health of the Waikato River, inclusive of whenua and water resources are 
maintained, protected and enhanced.

SUBMISSION TO THE FLYLINE ACTIVTY 

INCOMPLETE CULUTRAL ASSESSMENT 

18. The Trust Board acknowledges that a cultural assessment was undertaken in 2017, however, this assessment did
not measure the impact of a zipline crossing the river five times or take into the account the impact the proximity
of its structures will have on key cultural features particularly Te Toka a Tia.

19. The Trust Board views this impact assessment as incomplete and until the impacts of the activity on Te Hikuwai
Hapū are fully measured, considered and appropriately mitigated, we will continue to oppose this activity.

INADEQUARE ENGAGEMENT AND CONSULTATION WITH NGATI TUWHARETOA 

20. Since 2015 Te Hikuwai o Tūwharetoa Marae have individually been engaging with the applicant and consistently
submitted opposition against the zipline and its negative impacts to their kaitiakinga and the Mauri of the Waikato
Awa.

6 Tūwharetoa Maori Trust Board (2012) Ngāti Tūwharetoa relationship with our ancestral waters. 
7 Hikuwai refers to the headwaters of Tapuaehauru bay and the Waikato River Mouth in lake Taupō. This is the name given to the northen 
Hapū of Tūwharetoa.  
8 Customary Authority. 
9 Continuous occupation - title to land through occupation. 
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21. The Trust Board must stress that this area is of considerable importance to Te Hikuwai o Tūwharetoa Marae who 
hold collectively and individually hold Mana Whenua and Ahi Kā rights to the land blocks concerned. This is 
signified by the zipline development being neighboured by Tūwharetoa owned and administrated land blocks and 
properties. These include the cultural redress lands to the left side of the river (facing north) which has been 
returned to Te Kotahitanga o Tūwharetoa the Tūwharetoa Māori Trust Board’s exclusive ownership of the 
Waikato River to the Toka a Tia as well as Tauhara Moana Trust who owns shares in Tauhara North No 3B.  

22. As identified in the 2018 Environment court case concerning lake Rotokawa, Tūwharetoa Hapū have Kaitiakitanga 
and Mana Whenua rights extending to lake Rotokawa and beyond. It is our expectation that when applications 
for concessions are considered by the Department of Conservation that they will acknowledge that there are 
overlapping Mana Whenua rights and interests, and the applicant should be required to have meaningfully taken 
this into account within their application. On behalf of Ngā Hapū o Te Hikuwai, the Trust Board does not believe 
this is the case.    

 

CONCLUSION 

23. Ngā Hapū o Te Hikuwai o Tūwharetoa assert Mana Whenua and Kaitiakitanga to the Wairakei lands and 
surrounding landlocks of the proposed Zipline activity.  

24. The Trust Board with support of Ngā Hapū o te Hikuwai o Tūwharetoa oppose this activity in its entirety due to 
an incomplete cultural assessment and inadequate consultation with our marae and Hapū who hold Mana 
Whenua over the proposed area.  

25. The Trust Board views the application of Sky Play Adventures Limited as incomplete and unable to effectively to 
address the cultural impact their activity will have on tangata whenua.      

26. The Trust Board opposes this activity in its entirety.  

 

Nāku iti nei, nā 

 

 

Maria Nepia 
Natural Resources Manager  
Tūwharetoa Māori Trust Board 
T      +64 7 376 5086 

      
P      PO Box 87, Turangi, 3353 
A      81 Horomatangi Street, Taupo, 

 



1 

A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant

64297-OTH Sky Play Adventures Limited 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location

Establishment and ongoing operation of a zipline over part of Huka Falls Scenic Reserve, Taupo 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Erin Green 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

Email 

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication 

 

Phone/Mobile  

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

 

☒ I wish to keep my contact details confidential

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

64297-OTH Sky Play Adventures Limited 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Establishment and ongoing operation of a zipline over part of Huka Falls Scenic Reserve, Taupo 

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Erin Green 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date  
30 March 2020 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

☒   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

☒   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Permissions Application Number – 64297-OTH 

F. Objection or submission

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

Zip line over the Waikato river within the rohe of Ngāti Tahu – Ngāti Whaoa 

My reasons for my objection or submission are: 

I support the application as it is a low impact and fully reversible way for iwi to showcase their awa. I believe it will 
incentivise other sustainable ecotourism development along the river, thereby improving the local environment an 
local job opportunities. 

The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

No amendments requested. 

G. Attachments

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title 

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz attn. Karina Evans.  You may 

also mail your objection and submission to: Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, 

Christchurch Permissions Team, Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140 

mailto:permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant

64297-OTH Sky Play Adventures Limited 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location

Establishment and ongoing operation of a zipline over part of Huka Falls Scenic Reserve, Taupo 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Natalie Haines 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

Email 

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication 

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code  
  

☐ I wish to keep my contact details confidential

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

64297-OTH Sky Play Adventures Limited 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Establishment and ongoing operation of a zipline over part of Huka Falls Scenic Reserve, Taupo 

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date  
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

☒   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

☒   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Permissions Application Number – 64297-OTH 

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

General support for both the environmental benefits and the community benefits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS 

The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration work including 7.25 hectares of weed removal and 
native planting, and 7kms of trapping lines for pest control. This will have a net positive environmental impact on 
the Waikato River Corridor, helping restore the area to a place filled with native trees and birdsong. 

 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT 

The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community to restore and protect the Waikato 
River Corridor. Such work includes that of Greening Taupō, WCEET and WRA. The additional jobs 
created will also be positive for the Taupō community and the activity will enhance recreation 
opportunities around the river. The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important 

layer of cultural insight to the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 
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Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz attn. Karina Evans.  You may 

also mail your objection and submission to: Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, 

Christchurch Permissions Team, Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140 

 

mailto:permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz


Karina Evans 

Permissions Advisor 

Department of Conservation 

permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz 

30 March 2020 

Dear Karina, 

Submission on an application by Sky Play Adventures Limited to construct and operate a zip               

line on Huka Falls Scenic Reserve (permission application number 64297-OTH) 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the application by Sky Play Adventures Limited. 

Federated Mountain Clubs was founded in 1931 and advocates for New Zealand’s backcountry             

and outdoor recreation on behalf of more than 21,000 members in 94 clubs nationwide, and for                

the wider outdoor community generally. Our members are involved in outdoor pursuits including             

tramping, mountaineering, whitewater activities, caving, and more. Huka Falls Scenic Reserve is            

of high importance to our membership because of the walking and kayaking opportunities it              

provides. 

Our stance on the application by Sky Play Adventures Limited 

FMC is opposed to the construction of a zipline at Huka Falls. 

We wish to proffer constructive alternative paths. 

We do not wish to be heard in support of our submission 

Preserving public space and the common good 

FMC understands that the applicant has framed this proposal as an opportunity to create a               

visitor attraction that will showcase the local landscape. 

FMC firstly questions the need for such an opportunity, given that visitors have a chance to                

appreciate the local landscape through the existing walking track already, as well as in jet boat                

rides to the base of the falls.  

FMC – FEDERATED MOUNTAIN CLUBS 
www.fmc.org.nz   |   President: Jan Finlayson 021 502 297   |   Vice-President: Tania Seward 0204 000 2826 

Executive Officer:  Danilo Hegg   eo@fmc.org.nz  Ph  027 339 2688 
Federated Mountain Clubs   |   P O Box 1604   |   Wellington 6104   |   New Zealand/Aotearoa 
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Secondly, and perhaps more importantly, our view is that not only would the proposed zip-line               

add nothing to the above opportunities; it would in fact detract from both due to its high visual                  

and noise impact, while offering ‘thrills’ rather than a chance to genuinely appreciate the              

landscape. 

FMC objects to the proposal in light of the need to protect natural values and provide for                 

recreational enjoyment.  

 

A summary of statutory considerations 

Huka Falls Scenic Reserve is an area of land (and river) classified as a scenic reserve pursuant to                  

the Reserves Act 1977. The reserve is managed by the Department of Conservation. We              

understand that this application is being considered under Section 17SC of the Conservation Act              

and the rest of our submission reflects this. 

 

The requirements of an application under Part 17SC of the Conservation Act 

Concession applications face a very high bar under the statute. 

The applicants are able to apply for a concession (s17R), but they must ensure that the contents                 

of the application enable its proper consideration (s17S). 

FMC considers that many of the requirements in s17S have not been met. In particular the                

description of the potential effects of the proposed commercial activity on recreational and             

scenic values is in part inadequate, and in part specious.  

The impact assessment supplied by the developer suggests the visual effect of the proposed              

development on the existing walkway along the Waikato River would be minor since the              

walkway is mainly under forest canopy. There is no denying however that the few viewpoints               

along the river would be heavily affected. 

Significantly, there is no mention of the visual impact of the proposed zipline on the Huka Falls                 

lookout, one of the main tourist attractions in the area. Proposed tower N2 and the first and                 

second ziplines are all in the immediate vicinity of the lookout, and would greatly detract from                

the latter. 

The developer also acknowledges the noise of the proposed operation, but states that it would               

not significantly add to the existing noise level, because of already existing jet boat operations.               

FMC does not accept this argument. Being a minor, rather than major, contributor to a negative                

situation is not a positive or even neutral thing.  

The argument relating to noise generated by existing jet boat operations should be dismissed,              

and the impact of the proposed development should be assessed independently from existing             

operations.  
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It should also be considered that jet boat operations do not have any permanent (structural)               

impact on the landscape, and that their impact ceases as soon as the machines are shut down.                 

The proposed zipline however requires the installation of fixed structures that would leave             

permanent scars in the landscape. 

 

Matters to be considered by the Minister 

Pursuant to s17U the Minister, or the Minister’s delegate, must weigh several statutory tests. 

s17(U)3 provides that “the Minister shall not grant an application for a concession if the               

proposed activity is contrary to the provisions of this Act or the purposes for which the land                 

concerned is held.” (emphasis added). Huka Falls Scenic Reserve is held “for the purpose of                

protecting and preserving in perpetuity for their intrinsic worth and for the benefit, enjoyment,              

and use of the public, suitable areas possessing such qualities of scenic interest, beauty, or               

natural features or landscape that their protection and preservation are desirable in the public              

interest”. 

FMC’s position is that the proposal is abrasive to the scenic interest, beauty, and landscape               

qualities of Huka Falls Scenic Reserve. There is little doubt that criss-crossing a small reserve with                

a series of long wires which in many instances traverse the river gorge, and would be occupied                 

regularly by other visitors, would affect the visual and aural aesthetic. 

This effect would extend to the public’s experience as they travel through the reserve on track                

and encounter large groups of tourists and supporters at key scenic points and also on the public                 

walking tracks. Knowing that these encounters or crowding would always occur would reduce             

the public’s appreciation and use of the reserve. There is clear potential for some degree of                

displacement of the public and appropriation of the place by the commercial interest over time. 

FMC observes also that where the development of scenic reserves is contemplated in the              

Reserves Act (s19(2)(c), reference is to “open portions of the reserve”, where facilities are              

“necessary to enable the public to obtain benefit and enjoyment from the reserve”. The area               

being proposed for development is not “open” and the facilities being proposed are certainly not               

“necessary”. There is clear evidence that the public is already obtaining benefit and enjoyment              

from the reserve through the existing riverside track and jet boat operations. 

s17(U)4 provides that “The Minister shall not grant any application for a concession to build a                

structure or facility, or to extend or add to an existing structure or facility, where he or she is                   

satisfied that the activity—could reasonably be undertaken in another location that— (i) is             

outside the conservation area to which the application relates;” (emphasis added). 

FMC believes that there are numerous other places outside Huka Falls Scenic Reserve where a               

series of ziplines with associated structures could be built. This is evidenced by the success of                

other zipline operations in places that don’t have the same high level of natural and recreational                
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values. We encourage the applicant to turn attention to appropriate private land, where zipline              

operation, which is arguably intrinsically inimical to conservation values, would be a better fit. 

S17(U)1 provides that the Minister shall have regard to a variety of matters. These include               

matters we have raised already such as displacement of recreationalists and crowding and the              

diminishment of scenic and landscape values, and other issues such as the nature of the activity                

- is a tourist attraction with a primary focus on speed and excitement an appropriate use of this                  

already busy reserve? FMC believes that comprehensive assessment of these matters will lead to              

the conclusion that commercial development of this nature is inappropriate. 

S6(b) provides that it is a function of the Department of Conservation “to advocate the               

conservation of natural and historic resources generally”. FMC believes that the Department of             

Conservation should seize the opportunity to encourage the development of the project on             

private land, in concert with a restoration project or other suitable conservation efforts. 

 

Conservation Management Planning  

Conservation Management Strategies and Reserve Management Plans provide thoroughly         

considered agreed visions for the future of publicly owned spaces within a relevant statutory              

framework and provide bases for assessing potential effects. 

Tongariro-Taupo Conservation Management Strategy 2002-2012 recognizes Huka Falls as a key           

visitor site, attracting over 900,000 visitors a year. 

In the Land Inventory Sheet for Huka Falls Conservation Reserve (Conservation Unit 60077), the              

CMS recognizes the following values for the reserve: 

“Special Values: Very high visitor use. Huka Falls has national geo-preservation significance.” 

In Point 4.3.10 Objectives, the CMS aims 

“To provide appropriate reserve status for Huka Falls and Craters of the Moon to recognise their                

national importance.” 

And in principle 4, Fostering Recreational Use of Public Conservation Land, the CMS States: 

“There is intense visitor pressure on public conservation land at a number of key sites within the                 

conservancy. The public have a right of access to this land and its use and enjoyment engender                 

support for conservation. But it is important not to allow degradation of the visitor experience               

through overuse or threats to natural or historic values. Natural quiet – that is an environmental                

state around which external influences (for example infrastructure, noise or significant visitor            

numbers) are minimised in order to provide for a visitor experience which is unencumbered by               

outside influences – must be considered. Degradation of natural and historic resources beyond             

the current limits is the department’s principal concern. Providing experiences without exceeding            

social or physical carrying capacities is a high management priority.” 
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The Department of Conservation thus recognizes that visitor pressure at key visitor sites like              

Huka Falls is high already, and expresses concern about degradation beyond the current limits. In               

light of this concern, further development of the already highly modified Huka Falls Scenic              

Reserve should be rejected. 

Likewise, we do not believe that a zip-line is compatible with a site’s listing as having national                 

geo-preservation significance. 

 

FMC’s position 

In light of all of the above,  FMC submits that  

● the application should be declined. 

● the project should take place on private land. 

● the Department of Conservation should advocate for the conservation of natural           

resources, and take the opportunity to encourage the applicant to develop the project on              

private land possibly in concert with restoration. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Jan Finlayson 

FMC President 
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30 March 2020 

Attn. Karina Evans 
CC. Anita Porima
Department of Conservation

RE: Opposition to 64297-OTH Sky Play Adventures Limited 

I am making this submission on behalf of Maroanui-a-Tia Marae Trustees reading the 

proposed Zipline activity which crosses the Waikato River five times below Huka Falls on the 

Huka Scenic Reserve. 

Maroanui-a-Tia Marae is home to the descendants Ngāti Rauhoto-a-Tia Hapū of Ngāti 

Tūwharetoa. In conjunction with Ngāti Te Urunga and other Tūwharetoa Hapū, Rauhoto-a-

Tia maintain Mana Whenua and Ahī Kā of the Rangatira and Wairakei land blocks. Our 

collective Tūwharetoa ancestors had numerous mahinga sites, pā and urupā along the 

Waikato River, particularly below the Tā Heke Hukahuka (Huka Falls) and Te Toka a Tia 

where there are sites of burials and old tracks which extend to downstream through the 

area of the proposed development. 

As kaitiaki we hold the protection of these sites and mauri of the Waikato River with the 

utmost importance in memory of our tupuna and for ngā uri whakatupu (future 

generations) to come. Based on our traditional and cultural relationship to our taonga 

(Waikato River, Te Toka a Tia), wāhi tupuna (ancestral areas) and wāhi tapu (sacred areas); 

as kaitiaki we view the earth works, construction of towers, and most importantly lines 

crossing the Waikato river as causing adverse cultural and therefore environmental impacts 

on us as tangata whenua and the environment. We note these impacts have not been 

adequately assessed within the applicants AEE. Maroanui-a-Tia Marae and Rauhoto-a-Tia 

Hapū have also not been engaged by the applicant regarding this application which is 

concerning given our impacts of concern remain unaddressed.      

Maroanui-a-Tia Marae view that the application as it stands, falls short of measuring and 

mitigating the cultural wellbeing of tangata whenua which is adversely affected by this 

activity and the process by which the applicant has taken to advance it. We also view that 

the applicant has failed to meaningfully address Section 4 of the Conservation Act 1987 and 

sections 6(e), 7(a) and 8 of the RMA. 

Our Trustees acknowledge our other Tūwharetoa Hapū and Marae who have consistently 

opposed this activity since 2015 representing our common Mana Whenua concerns. We 
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also note that despite this opposition the applicant appears to have continued to seek 

approval from other Tūwharetoa and wider Māori entities as opposed to finding ways to 

work with us in avoiding, remedying, or mitigating the adverse effects listed above on the 

environment and the kaitiakitanga of Mana Whenua.     

Either myself or a representative from Maroanui-a-Tia Marae will be willing to present this 

submission should it go to a hearing.      

Aku mihi, 

 

Oscar Wilson 
Maroanui-a-Tia Chair Person 
Ngati Rauhoto-a-Tia 

 
  

SH1, Maroanui 
Taupō. 
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31/03/2020 File ref: LATaupo 

Director General  
Department of Conservation, 
Private Bag 4715, 
Christchurch Mail Centre, 
Christchurch 8140. 

By Email : permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz  

To whom it may concern 

SUBMISSION OF HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND POUHERE TAONGA TO A NOTIFIED 
APPLICATION FOR A LEASE AND LICENCE CONCESSION FROM SKY PLAY ADVENTURES 
LIMITED ON THE HUKA FALLS SCENIC RESERVE. 

A notified application to construct and operate a zipline, including the placement of three 
platforms/towers and 5 runs of wire on the Huka Falls Scenic Reserve.  The application is 
for 30 years.  

TO:    DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION    

FROM:  HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND POUHERE TAONGA (HNZPT) 

1. This is a submission on the following notified Concession application:

Notified concession application by Sky Play Adventures Limited involving the
establishment of a Zipline across the Waikato River, including the placement of three
platforms/towers and 5 runs of wire on the Huka Falls Scenic Reserve. The proposal will
require earthworks.

2. The specific provisions of the  proposal that HNZPT’s submission relates to are:

The proposal will result in earthworks, which in the event of unrecorded archaeology being
present has the potential to damage the finite archaeological resource and cultural values.

3. HNZPT’s submission is:

There is a possibility that the proposed activity could have adverse effects on historic
heritage, in particular archaeology and cultural sites in the event that there is unrecorded
archaeology present on the site.  HNZPT is not opposed to the proposed activities subject
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to the appropriate ongoing management of historic heritage, in particular archaeology 
and cultural values. 

4. The reasons for HNZPT’s position are as follows:

HNZPT is an autonomous Crown Entity with statutory responsibility under the Heritage 
New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 for the identification, protection, preservation and 
conservation of New Zealand’s historical and cultural heritage.  HNZPT is New Zealand’s 
lead historic heritage agency.  

The Reserves Act 1977 is administered by DOC for the general purpose of: (a) providing, 
for the preservation and management for the benefit and enjoyment of the public, areas 
of New Zealand possessing— (i) recreational use or potential, whether active or passive; 
or (ii) wildlife; or (iii) indigenous flora or fauna; or (iv) environmental and landscape 
amenity or interest; or (v) natural, scenic, historic, cultural, archaeological, biological, 
geological, scientific, educational, community, or other special features or value. 

 The Tongariro/Taupo Conservation Management Strategy, that includes the Huka Falls 
Scenic Reserve,  implements the Reserves Act and has at 3.1.2-Management of Historic 
Resources  the following objective, with associated implementation measures : 

“To identify and effectively manage historic places on public conservation land within 
the conservancy”1.  

Archaeology 
There are no recorded archaeological sites in the subject site. As the earthworks have the 
potential to destroy historic heritage, it is important that any earthworks follow an 
accidental discovery protocol, to limit adverse effects on this finite resource.  

Cultural Values 
The application advises that the proposal has been reviewed against the Iwi 

Environmental Management plans of Ngāti Tuwharetoa and Ngāti Tahu-Ngati Whaoa 
2and found to be avoiding sites of significance. 

The Cultural Assessment by Gayle Leaf, dated 01 August 2017 (Appendix 9 of the 

Application) and “speaks of the values and the importance of specific sites within the 
area to the Ngāti Tuwharetoa river hapū”. “The sites identified in the assessment 
informed the design of the proposed development to ensure that these are avoided”. 

The cultural assessment identifies a number of recommendations for the c ontinued 
relationship between Hapu and the applicant, including Story Boarding, Activities, and 
Naming of the Development Area including recognition of significant cultural sites.  It is 

noted that the sites identified in the assessment informed the design of the proposed 
development to ensure that these are avoided. The applicant agrees with the 
recommendations however, in lieu of storyboarding, the applicant’s preference is to 
have these stories told orally. 

1
 Tongariro/Taupo Conservation Management Strategy,pg.35

2
 Assessments of Effects,pgs-45-47 
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In addition “A letter of support for the proposed development from Ngāti Tahu-Ngati 
Whaoa can be found in Appendix 10. This letter was received in 2017 after the field 
assessment and a more recent email was received in June 2019 reiterating that support 
based on the revised design. This support was provided on the basis that Ngāti Tahu-Ngati 
Whaoa are comfortable with the proposed development and its impact on their cultural 
values at the site.” 3. 

HNZPT notes that an additional cultural assessment has also been undertaken by Perry 
Fletcher for the information of Iwi.  HNZPT is supportive that consultation will be ongoing 
between the applicant and Iwi as part of the future development processes should the 
concession application be approved. 

5. HNZPT seeks the following decision from the Department of Conservation:

HNZPT has reviewed the Concession Application and we consider, in the event that the 
application is approved that; 

 archaeological matters would be most appropriately addressed by the
inclusion of an archaeological accidental discovery protocol as part  of the
conditions and advice notes, and

 the recommendations included within the Cultural Assessment-The
Cultural Assessment by Gayle Leaf, dated 01 August 2017 (Appendix 9 of
the Application) is included, as far as they can be, into the conditions of
consent so long as all relevant parties are agreeable.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit to this concession application.  If you have any 
queries in the first instance please contact Carolyn McAlley on plannerln@heritage.org.nz . 

Yours sincerely 

P.P. 

Sherry Reynolds 
Director Northern Region 

Address for Service 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga 
Lower Northern Area Office  
P O Box 13339 

3
 Assessment of Effects,pg.55 
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Tauranga 
3141 
Telephone: 07 577 4530 

Contact person: Carolyn McAlley 

CC 
Sky Play Adventures Limited 
c/-Roam Consulting, 172 Mapara Road, R D 5, Taupo 338 
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