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APPENDIX 1 - AEE IN TABLE FORMAT 

FILE REF: 67946-OTH   MANAAKI GROUP HOLDINGS LIMITED 
CONCESSION APPLICATION - WHIRINAKI TE PUA-A-TANE CONSERVATION PARK 
REQUEST FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
 

Below is an overview of the AEE for the above application, in table format (as preferred by the DOC application form). The table demonstrates the requested link 

between specific elements of the proposal, potential effects, and methods to avoid, remedy or mitigate such effects.  The AEE table includes the assessment 

provided in the primary application as well as the additional matters in response to the DOC request for further information.  THIS TABLE IS A SUMMARY ONLY - 

THE AEE DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE READ IN FULL. 

VALUES / 
ISSUES 

POTENTIAL EFFECTS METHODS TO AVOID, REMEDY, OR MITIGATE ADVERSE EFFECTS IDENTIFIED 

Indigenous 
Vegetation 

Loss or damage to 
indigenous vegetation 
(which also provides 
habitat for indigenous 
species). 

• Site selection:   
➢ proposed track extension has been delineated to avoid as much as possible the Moerangi Stream and its 

tributaries (with track construction along the Moerangi Stream section to be undertaken in the manner 
described in the Ecological Impact Assessment (EIA), to avoid nesting whio); the delineation of the track 
has also been designed to avoid the need to remove or impact on significant trees (and therefore the 
habitat of species such as bats and arboreal lizards).  The track has been designed along natural landform 
features and includes a range of “soft design and construction” techniques specified in the Ecological 
Impact Assessment (EIA) purposefully “.. to avoid damage to significant trees and reduce on-going effects 
such as reducing erosion of pumice soils” (Section 2.1 and 5 of the EIA);  

➢ the lease site: along with scale and location of buildings, site layout is designed to minimise the removal 
of mature vegetation (and therefore the habitat of species such as bats and arboreal lizards).  As the EIA 
identifies  “… only the areas actually required for the footprint of the structures, internal pathways, a small 
cleared recreational area and felling potentially hazardous trees near buildings for the business to comply 
with the Health and Safety at Work Act 2015”.  

➢ the helicopter drop zone has been sited next to the Moerangi Stream and some of this is gravel river bed 
which is devoid of vegetation (reducing the amount of vegetation clearance required for helicopter use); 

• During construction:  
➢ minimise site disturbance by flying in all structure platforms (which will be pre-fabricated); 
➢ brief construction staff about the ecological values associated with the site; 
➢ the boundaries of the helicopter drop zone and the lease site will be physically delineated before any 

vegetation is removed; 
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➢ clearly mark vegetation permitted to be removed (and physically identify or tape-off indigenous vegetation 
to be protected during construction stage);  

➢ if large trees (or dead standing spars) are required to be felled (including for safety reasons) measures set 
out in the EIA for assessing the presence of bats will be undertaken.  Bat roosts discovered will be avoided;  

➢ felling of large trees will occur outside of the bird breeding season (September to March) to avoid 
incidental impacts on nesting birds; small trees (30 cm d.b.h) will be inspected before felling; 

➢ plants able to be dug up and relocated, such as tree ferns, and small seedlings will be moved to bare 
ground and heeled in; 

➢ soil will not be deposited within or near a watercourse.  Where required, cut vegetation will be used for 
sediment control (placing vegetation down-hill of cut slopes where soil erosion could potentially occur); 

• During terms of lease (use of site):  
➢ brief staff (including guides and camp management) about the ecological values associated with the site 

and the requirement to actively protect them; 
➢ keep to the formed tracks and within the cleared areas of the lease site; 
➢ educate visitors about the ecological values of Whirinaki Te Pua-a-Tane Conservation Park (a renowned 

temperate rainforest) during guided walking and overnight stays; 
➢ ensure clients clean equipment (such as boots and gaitors) to avoid the spread of invasive weeds etc; 
➢ monitor vegetation recovery along the track and around the lease area (Section 5.6 of the EIA). 

Plant and 
Animal Pests 

Positive effects of 
controlling plant and 
animal pests. 

• all equipment used for construction purposes will be thoroughly cleaned prior to entering Whirinaki Te Pua-
a-Tane Conservation Park (to remove weed seeds and eliminate the risk of micro-organism spread); 

• ensure clients clean equipment (such as boots and gaitors) to avoid the spread of invasive weeds etc; 

• Physical plant and animal pest control as part of site maintenance - including predator control measures and 
monitoring set out in the EIA and red deer culling, possum control and weed surveillance and control along 
the track and stream margin and around the lease site and drop zone (Section 5.5 and 5.6 of EIA); 

• Having on-site staff and volunteers assist the conservation effort in this region, including pest control;  

• During the off-season the facilities will be available to DOC staff (track maintenance crews and endangered 
species monitoring teams); 

Visual Impacts Presence of buildings can 
result in adverse visual 
and landscape effects in 
this valued natural 
environment. 

• Site selection of lease area (ie separated from the Moerangi Valley by a steep bank and largely screened by 
thick vegetation on its western side) minimises visual exposure of site;  

• Site design and layout (including small scale buildings grouped in a confined area and set among existing 
vegetation) minimises extent of clearance required and visual effects of proposed camp site; 

• Use of natural materials and recessive exterior colour scheme for buildings will ensure visual integration with 
the surrounding natural environment. 

Cultural Values Incorrect stories or 
history given about the 
area. 

• no known evidence of tangata whenua traditional occupation in track extension or lease sites areas;  

• educating visitors about the cultural values of Whirinaki Te Pua-a-Tane Conservation Park (and about 
respecting cultural values and traditions) during guided walking and overnight stays;  
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• As per Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA), MGHL undertakes to “do its best to honour the tikanga and kawa of 
Ngati Whare iwi as it has done during the twenty five years of its tourism operations in Whirinaki Pua-a-Tane 
Conservation Park. It has a strong and effective relationship with Ngati Whare members and will continue to 
refer any issues surrounding cultural sensitivities to the mandated representative body for this iwi”; 

• As stated in the CIA, Chris Birt of MGHL “.. has, for almost thirty years, paid great heed and attention to the 
customs and protocols of Ngati Whare iwi and has embedded this knowledge in the training of the guides, 
drivers, camp managers and marae hosts, of which there have been many - mostly resident on the lands of Te 
Whaiti Nui-a-Toi. This is an on-going commitment from him personally and from his company”; 

• MGHL actively seeks to employ tangata whenua to provide authentic cultural content; 

• MGHL will add to its Staff Training Manual that staff who are tangata whenua must follow Kaitiakitanga 
protocols if they harvest tuna adjacent to the lease site (and do not harvest any large female tuna). 

Character of 
remoteness 

Reduction in 
characteristic/experience 
of remoteness 

• The isolated location of the site (and being distant from the existing DOC Moerangi Hut), ensures 
characteristic/experience of remoteness is retained; 

• The small scale of the accommodation operation and guided walks (ie up to 20 clients, 2 guides, and 2 camp 
management staff) ensures that the remoteness values of the Whirinaki Te Pua-a-Tane Conservation Park at 
this location is not compromised; 

• Educate staff and clients on the need for respect for other visitors and their quiet enjoyment of Whirinaki Te 
Pua-a-Tane Conservation Park; 

• Provide safety for members of the public through staffed shelter/facilities and assisting in times of emergency. 

Noise Noise from construction 
and servicing the lease 
site (by helicopter drops) 
and visitors in the area.  

• Minimise frequency and duration of helicopter drop-off for provisioning; 

• Educate staff and clients on the need for respect for other visitors and their quiet enjoyment of the area. 

Illegal 
activities 

Activities  (eg dumping 
rubbish and illegal 
camping) can adversely 
affect the environment. 

• The presence of MGHL and their staff and clients in the area assists to reduce the incidence of illegal activities; 

• A warden will be engaged by MGHL to provide maintenance and security in the off-season;  

• Illegal activities will be reported to DOC or NZ Police as appropriate. 
 

Rubbish Rubbish can adversely 
affects the environment 
by attracting vermin and 
contaminating. 

• All inorganic refuse will be removed from the site and disposed of outside of Whirinaki Te Pua-a-Tane 
Conservation Park at authorised local body recycling and disposal facilities; 

• Educate staff and clients on the Environmental Care Code. 
 

Wastewater 
management 

Wastewater disposal can 
adversely affect the 
natural environment. 

Wastewater is proposed to be managed in accordance with the requirements of the Hawkes Bay Regional Council 
which manages the effects of wastewater disposal on the environment through application of Regional Plan Rules.  
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Water supply Sourcing water can 
adversely affect the 
natural environment. 

Water supply, which is proposed to be sourced by collection of roofwater (supplemented with water from a 
nearby stream), is proposed to be managed by a trickle feed system and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Hawkes Bay Regional Council. 

Storage of fuel 
and chemical 
compounds  

Use and storage of 
substances has the 
potential to adversely 
affect the environment. 

• Water for hot showers and kitchen requirements will be provided from a solid fuel burner (Marshall type boiler) 
with fuel sourced from windfall timber in vicinity of lease site; 

• Fuel and chemical compounds (eg for cleaning) will be securely stored away from areas accessed by clients and 
used in accordance with staff handbook. 

Hazards Hazard risks result in 
adverse effects for 
people and the natural 
environment. 

• Hazard risks will be identified in a new Operations Health and Safety Manual to be produced by MGHL’s Health 
and Safety Contractor. 

• In the case of risk from falling trees: 
➢ DOC’s “Hut Service Standards and Best Practice Guidelines for Visitor Risk” will be adopted for this site; 
➢ the requirement of the Department in relation to vegetation clearance will be complied with as a means of 

mitigating the risk of this identified hazard. 

• In the case of risk from cliff collapse: 
➢ site selection (both track and lease site) has enabled potential risk areas to be avoided;  
➢ on sloping areas existing vegetation (which is to be retained) manages potential erosion. 

• In the case of risk from fire: 
➢ the wharekai/dining and kitchen facility will be equipped with fire extinguishers sufficient to put out a fire 

in its infancy in that building and/or the sleeping huts/wharemoi;  
➢ a portable pump will be kept on site (with hoses to reach the Moerangi Stream below the site for supply of 

water) in the event of a fire in any of the structures; 
➢ clients, staff and contractors will be briefed on what to do in the case of an emergency, such as a fire and 

an assembly area away from the structures on the riverside will be established; 
➢ an outside fire for the comfort and enjoyment of clients will be established in a professionally built fireplace 

well away from buildings; 
➢ MGHL has had more than 30 years of operating multi-day tours in the nearby Okahu Valley and has not 

experienced any issue with fires throughout that time, especially as the Whirinaki Rainforest vegetation is 
ever-green and this area has regular periods of abundant rainfall. 

• In the case of risk from flooding: 
➢ selection of the lease site has enable potential risk areas to be avoided;  
➢ the Drop Zone area on the river edge below the Lease site is subject to occasional flooding. Effects of 

flooding risk are mitigated, however, as there are no buildings (or construction of a heli-pad) proposed.   

 


